3> 


T 


TT 


No.  66,064 


THURSDAY  DECEMBER  4 1997 


httpVAwww.1he-tirnes.co.uk 


wi  CJroucho  Marx,  PAGES  4-1.45 


STALLONE  A 
OUTGUNS  | 
DE  NIRO  q 

Geoff  Brown 
on  Cop  Land 
New  films.  PAGE  41 


m- 


WORLD  1 
CUP  98: 
THE  DRAW 

FU11  details 
in  Times  Sport  4 


ENGLAND 

EXPECTS 

Prospects  for 
the  opening 
matches 


BEST  FOR 


WANTED 


Soups  and  stock  cubes  could  be  hit 

Beef  on  bone 
banned  over 
CJD  fears 


By  Phiup  Webster  and  Robin  Young 


THE  traditional  roast  rib  of 
beef,  T-bone  steak  and  even 
Oxo  gravy  are  set  to  disappear 
from  British  dining  tables 
after  the  Government's  sur¬ 
prise  decision  yesterday  to  ban 
the  sale  of  beef  on  the  bone 
because  of  a  “very  small”  risk 
that  it  could  cause  Creutzfeldt- 
Jakob  Disease. 

The  move  dealt  a  fresh 
hammer  blow  to  a  farming 
industry  that  was  slowly  re¬ 
covering  from  the  “mad  cow” 
disease  crisis,  and  brought 
gloom  to  butchers,  cooks  and 
families  looking  forward  to 
their  big  Christmas  joint. 

Announcing  the  derision  in 
the  Commons,  the  Agriculture 
Minister  Jack  Cunningham, 
said  that  the  ban  was  bring 
imposed  “on  a  strictly  precau¬ 
tionary-  basis"  after  scientists 
advised  that  there  was  a  very 
small  chance  that  "mad  cow" 
disease  —  or  BSE  —  could  be 
spread  through  bone  or  bone 
marrow.  BSE  has  been  linked 
to  a  new  variant  of  the  human 
disease  CJD  that  has  killed 
more  than  20  people. 

Dr  Cunningham  said:  This 
action  will  ensure  that  UK 
consumers  continue  to  be  giv¬ 
en  the  highest  protection  pos¬ 
sible  against  the  risks  from 
BSE."  But  industry  leaders 
and  some  opposition  MPs 
expressed  anxiety  that  tile  ban 
could  hit  both  public  confi¬ 
dence  in  beef  and  British 
hopes  of  getting  the  EU*s  ban 
on  beef  exports  lifted. 

The  decision  means  that  all 
beef  Tram  cattle  over  six. 
months  old  —  whether  from 
British  or  overseas  farms  — 
must  be  taken  off  the  bone 
before  if  is  sold  to  the  consum¬ 
er.  The  bones  can  be  taken  out 
in  shops,  catering  establish¬ 
ments  or  other  commercial 
premises,  but  must  not  be 
used  in  the  preparation  of 
food,  sold  or  given  away. 

The  ban  could  be  in  place 
within  the  week,  but  by  yester¬ 
day  lunchtime,  supermarkets 
had  withdrawn  bone-in  joints 
from  their  cabinets  ana  the 


Peps  damage 
scaled  down. 

The  150,000  ceiling  in  the 
Governments  new  Individ¬ 
ual  Savings  Account  will  hit 
between  350,000  and  450,000 
peps  holders,  a  Downing 
Street  spokesman  claimed 
yesterday.  At  a  briefing  on 
Tuesday,  the  figure  was  put  at 
750.000- - - Page  27 
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• Maybe  now  people 
will  understand  why 
we  always  bury  the 
wretched  things" 


Beefeater  chain  had  taken  T- 
bone  steaks  off  tfie  menu. 
Restaurants,  which  use  bones 
to  make  stock  for  all  their 
sauces,  were  confronting  the 
problem  of  how  they  would 
now  make  classic  dishes. 

The  effect  of  the  ban  will  be 
not  only  to  remove  ribs,  T- 
bone  steaks,  oxtails  and  even 
oxtail  soups  from  the  shelves, 
but  also  to  restrict  products 
based  on  meat  extract  and  beef 
bone  stock  —  including  Bovril 
and  Oxo  cubes  and  tinned  and 
packet  soups. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  said:  “If 
those  products  contain  beef 
bones,  British  or  imported, 
they  will  be  affected." 

Dr  Cunningham  made  his 
announcement  after  receiving 
advice  from  the  Government's 
Spongiform  Encephalopathy 
Advisory  Committee  (SeacJ, 
which  calculated  that  six  ani¬ 
mals  this  year  and  three  next 
—  out  of  22  million  cattle 
slaughtered  each  year  —  could 
pose  a  risk. 

The  committee  had  suggest¬ 
ed  that  the  Government  had 
three  options:  simply  to  re¬ 
lease  the  information  and  let 
consumers  deride  for  them¬ 
selves;  to  ban  the  sale  of  beef 
on  the  bone  from  cattte  over  24 


months,  or  to  ban  the  sale  of 
all  beef  on  the  bone. 

Dr  Cunningham  adopted 
frie  most  draconian,  and  told 
MPS  that  he  had  acted 
“because  it  would  not  be 
acceptable  to  allow  tissues 
shown  to  transmit  BSE  to 
remain  within  the  human  food : 
chain".  1 

He  knew  the  move  would 
be  a  disappointment  to  beef 
producers,  but  said  he  was 
acting  “firmly  and  rapidly  to 
protect  consumer  confidence, 
which  is  in  the  fundamental 
interests  of  the  beef  industry". 

Tony  Blair  had  earlier  hint¬ 
ed  that  beef  farmers  would  be 
compensated  when  he  told  the 
Commons:  “We  will,  however, 
do  everything  we  can  to  miti¬ 
gate  file  problems  they  face.” 

Ibe  National  Farmers* 
Union  described  the  latest 

development  as  another  body 
blow,  but  accepted  that  public 
health  considerations. had  to 
be  paramount.  The  president. 
Sir  David  Naisb;  said:  “This 
ought  to  add  to  consumer 
confidence." 

•  Michael  Jack,  the  Shadow 
Agriculture  Minister,  also 
supported  any  moves  to  make  | 
British  beef  safer,  but  said  that  1 
Dr  Cunningham'S  announce¬ 
ment  “will  be  of  very  great  | 
concern  to  the  quality  butcher-  , 
ing  trade”. 

Although  less. than  5  per 
cent  of  beef  is  sold  on  the  bone, 
the  proportion  is  much  higher 
for  safes  from  high  quality 
butchers.  The  announcement 
comes  just  as  they  are  prepar¬ 
ing  for  their  peak  period  and 
will  disappoint  many  families 
planning  to  buy  joints  for 
Christmas. 

Gordon  Hepburn,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Guild  of  Q  Butch¬ 
ers,  said:  The  timing  of  this  is 
dreadful.  We  were  just  getting 
in  ribs  of  bed1  and  sirloins  on 
the  bone  to  have  them  nicely 
matured  for  Christmas.  Now 
apparently  they  have  put  the 
nail  in  that.” 

Bone  of  contention,  page  6 


Woodward  during  the  two-minute  court  hearing  yesterday.  The  judge  ruled  thather  casew^l  be  heard  in  March  . 

Christmas  hope  for  freed  au  pair 

From  Tom  Rhodes  bobbed,  large  gold  loop  ear-  Elaine  Whitfield  Sharp,  one  of  In  a  two-minute  hearing 
in  Cambridge  rings  and  a  sober  ntianight  her  lawyers,  Miss  Woodward  yesterday.  Justice  Ruth 

Massachusetts  blue  vdvrt  jadeer,  she  created  has  adopted  a  singularly  Abrams  referred  all  appeals  in 

an  image  of  a  woman  more  American  routine  to  her  new-  the  case  to  a  March  sitting. 
THE  ORDEAL  of  her  months  mature  than  her  19  years.  found  freedom.  She  regularly  Miss  Woodward's  lawyers 
in  prison  had  clearly  faded  as  Since  she  was  released  from  works  out  at  a  gym  run  by  the  said  they  would  decide  within 
a  blossoming  Louise  Wood-  Framingham  Womens’  Prison  Jewish  community  centre;  vis-  days  whether  to  seek  court 
ward  walked  from  a  Boston  last  month,  Miss  Woodward  its  shopping  malls  and  goes  to  permission  for  her  to  return  Id 
courtroom  yesterday  with  a  has  settled  into  a  secluded  bat  the  cinema  with  a  small  the  Cheshire  village  of  Elton 
new  spring  in  her  step,  her  relaxed  life  in  the  Boston  coterie  of  new  friends.  .  for  Christmas. 

hair  gleaming  and  the  hope  of  suburbs.  Ev 
spending  Christmas  at  home  wakes  late 
in  England.  friends,  aftei 

Thinner  than  after  her  re-  the  early  hoi 
lease  from  jail  but  no  longer  daily  pilgrin 
pallid  from  months  of-incar-  of  her  lega 
ceratkm,  prison  food  and  Tittle'  "hundreds  of 


bobbed,  large  gold  loop  ear¬ 
rings  and  a  sober  ntianight 
blue  vdvet  jacket,  she  created 
an  image  of  a  woman  more 
mature  than  her  19  years. 

Since  she  was  released  from 
Framingham  Womens'  Prison 
last  month,  Miss  Woodward 
has  settled  into  a  secluded  bat 
relaxed  life  in  the  Boston 
suburbs.  Every  morning  she 
wakes  late,  according  to 
friends,  after  going  to  bra  in 
the  early  hours.  She  makes  a 
daily  pilgrimage  to  the  offices 
of  her  legal  team  to  read 


almost  sultry  as  she  entered 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
hearing.  With  her  hair  neatly 


supportive! 
s  to  flood  in 


all  parts  of  the  globe. 

In  Marblehead,  the  suburb 
where  she  is  staying  with 


Elaine  Whitfield  Sharp,  one  of 
her  lawyers,  Miss  Woodward 
has  adopted  a  singularly 
American  routine  to  her  new¬ 
found  freedom.  She  regularly 
works  out  at  a  gym  run  by  the 
Jewish  community  centre;  vis¬ 
its  shopping  mails  and  goes  to 
the  cinema  with  a  small 
coterie  of  new  friends. 

"She's  doing  fine,"  said  Tim 
Hunt,  a  family  friend.  The 
people  of  Marblehead  appear 
to  be  very  supportive,-  and 
she*  tiring  a  fairly  normal  life 
,focal9ryear<ild.Shehastried  J 
rfer  make  friends  with  young  < 
people."  A  particular  friend, 
apparently,  is  the  babysitter 
employed  by  Mi  Hunt's 
daughter. 
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Blair  does 
U-turn  on 
gas  to 
save  jobs 
in  mines 

By  Nicholas  Watt 
and  Christine  Buckley 

TONY  BLAIR  announced  a 
halt  to  the  building  of  gas- 
fired  power  stations  yesterday 
in  a  move  to  ease  the  crisis  in 
the  coal  industry  and  contain 
a  growing  backbench  revolt. 

In  a  surprising  U-turn,  the 
Prime  Minister  said  he  had 
decided  to  act  because  he  was 
determined  to  preserve  the 
coal  industry. 

His  intervention  was 
cheered  by  hundreds  of  min¬ 
ers  when  ft  was  announced  to 
them  during  a  lobby  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  to  highlight  the  threat  to 
thousands  of  jobs. 

Mr  Blair  outlined  the 
change  in  Labour's  energy 
policy  when  he  told  the  Com¬ 
mons  that  the  Government 
would  review  its  policy  on  the 
approval  of  new  power  station 
developments. 

He  said:  “We  want  to  pre¬ 
serve  as  much  of  the  deep- 
mined  coal  industry  as  we 
possibly  can  ...  It  isn't  a 
panacea  by  all  means  and  it 
certainly  is  not  a  Government 
subsidy  but  I  think  it  is 
important  that  we  do  all  we 
can  in  the  long-term  interests 
of  energy  policy  in  tine 
country." 

-  Miners  and  the  privatised 
coal  companies  were  delighted 
because  they  have  complained 
that  the  socafied  "dash  for 
gas”  threatened  to  wipe  out 
the  industry. 

Gas  accounted  for  only  two 
per  cent  of  power  generation 
m  1992,_but  by  last  year  tins 
had  increased  to  more  than  30 
percent.  Labour  has  approved 
four  new  gas-fired  power  sta¬ 
tions  since  the  election. 

The  Prime  Minister  made 
his  announcement  less  than 
an  hour  before  John  Battle,  the 
Energy  Minister,  was  due  to 
appear  before  the  Commons 
Trade  and  Industry  Commit¬ 
tee.  which  is  conducting  an 

-  Continued  on  page  Z  col  5 

dimaff  of  change;  page  22 
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Smith  moves  quickly  to 
calm  Royal  Opera  storm 


GPs  win  control 


By  Dalya  alberge  and  Phiup  Webster 


By  Jdll  Sherman,  chief  political, correspondent 


THE  Government  yesterday 
granted  a  temporary  reprieve 
to  the  embattled  board  of  the 
Royal  Opera  House,  which 
had  been  told  to  resign  by  an 
all-party  committee  of  MPs. 

Chris  Smith,  the  Culture 
Secretary,  sent  a  swift  fetter  to 
Gerald  Kaufman,  chairman  erf 
the  Culture,  Media  and  Sport 
Committee,  agreeing  with  its 
finding  that  “substantial 
changes”  must  now  come  but 
giving  a  warning  that  an 
immediate  purge  could  only 
worsen  the  crisis. 

The  report  by  the  committee 
of  11  called  an  Mr  Smith  to 
insist  on  the  management's 
departure.  Mr  Kaufman  went 
as  for  as  recommending  that 
the  opera  house’s  £15  milUon 
annual  grant  from  the  Arts 
Council  fie  withdrawn  if  they 
did  not  take  the  hint  to  go.  An 
administraKw.hesaid.  should 
take  their  place  until  the  R0H 
returns  to  Its  redeveloped 
Covent  Garden  site. 

Mr  Smith  brake  with 
precedent  in  making  such  a 
quids  response:  the  Govern¬ 
ment  is  allowed  up  to  two 
months  to  reply  to  a  select 
committee  repent.  Sources  say 
that  the  letter  was  designed  to 
avoid  a  panic  reaction  if  the 
board  had  taken  the  commit¬ 
tee's  advice  and  gone 
overnight. 

Mr  Smith  is  to  meet  Lord 
Chadlington.  the  opera  hosue 


chairman,  and  Lord  Cowrie, 
bead  of  the  Arts  Council, 
today. 

Members  of  the  committee 
had  been  so  appalled  by  the 
management's  incompetence 
in  handling  tax-payers*  money 

that  they  were  adamant  that 
Mary  Allen,  along  with  Lord 
Chadlingtan  and  tire  rest  of 
the  board,  should  go  as  soon 
as  possible  “We  would  prefer 
to  see  the  House  run  by  a 
philistine  with  the  requisite 
financial  acumen  than  by  the 
succession  of  opera  and  ballet 
lovers  who  have  brought  a 
great  and  valuable  institution 
to  its  knees.” 

Miss  Allen,  the  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  open  house,  yester¬ 
day  rejected  the  severe 
criticisms  of  her  conduct.  In  a 


statement  Miss  Allen,  who 
has  been  in  the  post  for  only 
three  months,  says:  “My 
objective  is  to  work,  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  Royal  Opera 
House  and  this  I  snail  contin¬ 
ue  to  do.” 

Michael  Fabricant,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  committee.'  wel¬ 
comed  Mr  Smith's  fetter  for 
appearing  to  have  ruled  oat 
the  status  quo:  "If  it  was  an 
option  before,  then  it  ain't  an 
option  now.  There  must  be 


had  been  astounded  by  the 
lack  of  available  financial 
information  and  appalled  by 
“abysmal  failures"  of 
planning. 

One  board  member,  Mich¬ 
ael  Berkeley,  insisted  he  was 
happy  about  the  artistic 
achievements  of  the  board, 
saying  ft  would  be  "criminal" 
if  Miss  Alien  were  forced  out: 
“There  have  breo^  extremely 
difficult  financial  circum¬ 
stances  and  a  month  ago  we 
offered  our  resignations-  But 
many  people,  not  only  inside 
Covent  Garden  bat  also  out¬ 
side,  said ‘Please  stay  and  ft  is 
right  because  we  do  have  a 
legal  and  moral  obligation  to 
look  after  the  welfare  of  the 
company,"  he  told  BBC  Radio 
41s  World  at  One. 


MPs”  report  pages  10  and  II 
Smith:  swift  reply  to  William  Rees-Mogg.  page  22 
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THE  NHS  drugs  bill  will  be 
capped  and  most  of  the  £35 
billion  health  budget  trans¬ 
ferred  into  fee  hands  of  family 
doctors  under  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  long  awaited  shake-up 
of  the  health  service  to  be 
unve&ed  next  week. 

.  A  White  Paper,  which  will 
abolish  the  NHS  internal 
market  will  also  propose  a 
cash  limit  on  a  drugs  budget 
which  has  risen  by  more  than 
300  per  cent  in  ten  years. 

The  plans,  which  will  be 
announced  by  Tony  Blair  and 
Frank  Daman,  tire  Health 
Secretary,  next  Tuesday,  are 
much  more  radical  than  those 
outlined  in  Labour's  manifes¬ 
to.  Under  the  proposals, 
Britain’s  35.000  GPs  will  be 
responsible  for  buying  most 
hospital  and  community  care 
for  their  patients, .  including 
emergency  services. 

Health  authorities,  which 
now  allocate  most  of  the 
funds,  will  retain  only  a  small 
sum  to  spend  on  specialist 
services,  such  as  heart,  lung 
and  _  kidney  transplants  and 
specialist  paediatric  services. 

Itis  understood  that  up  to  80 
or  90  jper  cent  of  die  total 
budget  for  buying  NHS  treat¬ 
ment  will  be  given  lo  groups  of 
GP  practices.  This  wfQ  give 
GPs  the  scope  to  decide  wheth¬ 
er  their  patients  are  best 
treated  In  hospital  or  at  home 
and  to  juggle  budgets  accord¬ 


ingly.  The  GP  “collectives” 
will  vary  in  size,  covering 
about  100000  patients  and 
could  comprise  from  four  to 
six  GP  practices  or  up  to  3D 
femily  doctors.  They  wm  grad¬ 
ually  take  over  the  role  of 
health  authorities,  which  are 
expected  to  be  reduced  in 
number  and  to  a  supervisory 
role.  The  collectives  will  in¬ 
stead  take  charge  of  buying 
care  from  NHS  trusts  ana 
community  services- through 
three-year  raffing  contracts. 

Ministers  intend  to  guard  , 
against  accusations  that  they  1 
hive  kept  the  framework  of 
the  internal  market  or  that  a  { 
two-tier  service  could  still 
emerge  by  insisting  an  a 
legally  binding  local  health  ! 


_  NHS  trusts,  health  authori¬ 
ties,  GPs  and  social  services 
will  all  be  legally  required  to 
sign  up  to  4  three-year  strate¬ 
gy,  agreed  by  all  parties.  The 
aim  is  to  stop  NHS  trusts 
competing  by  setting  up  dupli¬ 
cate  services. 

Labour  is  coannftted  to 
phasing  out  GP  .fundholders, 
who  now  hold  Smiled  budgets 
for. some  hospital  care;  and 
cover  50  per  cent  of  tfie 
population.  But  the  Govern¬ 
ment  has  effectively  extended 
the  principle  nationwide,  al¬ 
though  the  budget  would  be 
held  by  the  collective  rather 
than  tiiie  individual  practice. 
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Liberals  go  in  for  a  penny,  but  come  out  with  a  poundmg 


Risking  rebuttal,  this 
sketch  asserts  that  yes¬ 
terday  and  for  the  first 
lime,  a  British  Prime  Minister 
said  “pee"  at  the  Commons 
dispatch  box. 

Or  as  good  as  did.  Tony 
Blair  is  quickly  irritated  by 
what  he  regards  as  bleeding 
heart  Liberal  Democrats  and 
the  cause  of  his  annoyance 
yesterday  was  the  likeable  Dr 
Jenny  Tonge  (Lib-Dem.  Rich¬ 
mond  Park).  Dr  Tonge  had 
got  off  to  a  bad  start  by- 
forgetting  to  put  her  Question. 
After  being  prompted  she 
covered  her  face  in  shame. 


then  lay  her  head  fetch ingly 
on  Paul  Tyler's  neck,  startling 
the  Liberal  Democrat's  wispy 
Agriculture  Spokesman. 

But  Tonge  recovered,  accus¬ 
ing  the  Government  of  rob¬ 
bing  the  weak  by  pushing  up 
council  tax.  This  riled  Blair. 
Losing  control  of  his  “fs 
(“benefit",  “profit"  and  “Con¬ 
servative"  become  "benefcrt", 
"profert”  and  “Conserv- 
aterve")  he  hurled  figures  at 
the  House. 

This  was  always  Margaret 
Thatchers  reflex.  The  resem¬ 
blance  is  uncanny.  Both  react 
to  a  challenge  not  by  engaging 


with  the  argument  but  by 
reaching  for  die  nearest  heap 
of  statistics  fa  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter'S  equivalent  of  a  pOe  of 
rocks)  and  throwring  them  at 
die  bead  of  the  questioner. 

That  is  the  first  part  The 
second  —  the  swift  kick  in  the 
shins  —  is  an  insult  of  a 
personal  or  ad  hominem  na¬ 
ture.  along  the  lines  of  “and 
that’s  pretty  rich  coming  from 
the  likes  of  you  whose  own 
habits/ beliefs/ record  hardly 
stand  scrutiny  -  -  •  [give  exam¬ 
ples  ad  lib f. 

Margaret  Thatcher’s  shin- 
kicks  typically  related  to  the 


Wm 
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socialist  beliefs  of  her  chal¬ 
lenger.  Tony  Blair  gets  per¬ 
sonal  or  (where  Tories  are 
involved)  attacks  the  record  of 
the  last  Government.  (“His 
was  a  government  which . . 

But  the  only  big  difference 
between  the  two  is  that  this 
was  Thatcher's  sole  mode  of 
operation  (even  allies  were 
pelted  with  facts)  whereas 
Blair  has  two.  He  can  change 


abruptly  into  caring-giving 
mode: 

But  not  for  Jenny  Tonge. 
wbo  now  received  the  shin- 
kick.  The  trouble  with  the 
liberals,  snapped  Blair,  was 
that  they  love  to  call  for 

spending  on  this,  spending  on 

that,  spending  on  the  other  — 
and  then  claim  it  would  “all 
come  out  of  one  penny  on 
income  tax?  it  must  be  the 


longest  p in  history.”^  - 
MPs  fell  about- Opinion  is 
divided  as  to  whether  the 

Prime  Minister  had  stooped 
to  conquer,  but  conquer  he 
did.  1  thought  it  a  good  joke. 
We  shall  look  with  interest  at 
how  the  Official:  Report 
records  the  p.  p.  “p".  P  ar  pee. 

Mr  Blair  has  a  unique  way 
of  ending  his  ripostes.  The 
final  sentence  is  delivered 
with  a  showmanlike  flourish 

—  an  unspoken  boom-boom 

—  as  though  inviting  his 
audience  to  see  it  as  a  memo¬ 
rable  one-finer.  The  p-word 
did  deserve  its  boom-boom: 


but  . .  and  he  thinks  he  can 

.  have  his  cake  and  eat  itrruxdl 
“. ..  benefert  die  many  not  the 

few**  hardly  did.  Having  de¬ 
livered  these  crackers  he  sits 
bade  with  a  triumphal  smirk. 

Questioning  Mr  Blair;  Wil¬ 
liam  Hague  sounded,  as 
though  he  had  a  hangover 
and  lacked  his  habitual  crisp¬ 
ness.  The  Toiy  leader  tried  to 
bundle  together  accusations 
about  the  financial  affairs  of 
the  Paymaster1  General.  Geof¬ 
frey  Robinson,  -  and  protests 
about  threats  to  savings.  Blair 
failed  to  answer  Hague’s 
questions,  but  escaped.  He 


seemed,  however,  in  ratty 
mood.  We'  suspected  this 
when,  a  “yknow".  a  “look"; 
and  a  “the  plain  fact  of  the 
matter  is"  crept  in.  Suspicions 
were  confirmed  when,  an¬ 
swering  Hague,  he  said  “  .. 
the  four  and  a  half  mfflkm 
people  —  right?  —  with  the 
£9,000  Emcri  —  right ?  —  can 
now..." 

Right? 

nstap  Press:  as  l  wise,  a 
Labour  MP.  Stephen  Pound 
(Ealing  N)  is  on  my  screen, 
making  a  Commons  speech 
in  a  dinner  jacket.  Times 
change. 


Boom  economy 
fuels  giveaway 
budget  for  Irish 

By  Audrey  Magee.  Ireland  correspondent 


IRiSH  Taxpayers  and  social 
welfare  recipients  are  to  bene¬ 
fit  from  the  largest  giveaway 
budget  ever  announced  in 
Ireland. 

The  continued  success  of  the 
Irish  economy  allowed  Char¬ 
lie  McCreevy,  die  finance  min¬ 
ister.  to  yesterday  divide 
surplus  cash  between  work¬ 
ers.  the  elderly,  the  disabled 
and  the  health  care  sy  stem.  He 
cut  income  tax,  corporation 
tax  and  even  increased  pay¬ 
ments  to  the  parents  of  mins. 

Mr  McCreevy.  who  was 
announcing  the  first  budget 
since  the  centre-right  Fiaivna 
Fail/Proeessive  Democrat 
government  took  office  in 
June,  had  a  1997  surplus  of 
£225  million  to  play  with  in 
drawing  up  his  budgeL 

He  announced  £570  million 
in  tax  and  social  insurance 
cuts.  He  slashed  the  two 
income  tax  rates  by  2  per  cent 
to  -16  and  24  per  cent  and 
extended  annual  personal  al¬ 
lowances  by  £250  for  a  single 
person  and 1500  for  a  married 
couple.  He  cut  corporation  tax 
in  half  to  20  per  cent  Mr 
McCreevy  said  that  the  gov¬ 
ernment  aimed  to  cut  income 
tax  to  20  per  cent. 

The  tax  cuts  were  essential 
for  the  credibility  of  the  Pro¬ 
gressive  Democrats,  the  mi¬ 
nority  coalition  partner  which 
promised  substantial  tax  cuts 


in  the  June  election.  Mary 
Harney,  the  party  leader,  has 
been  dogged  by  allegations 
that  she  was  being  subsumed 
by  Hanna  Fail  policies  and 
needed  to  reassert  her  party's 
policies  in  the  budget. 

Opposition  parties  and  anti- 
poverty  organisations  wanted 
the  government  to  increase  the 
threshold  for  tax  payment  to 
benefit  the  lower  paid.  At 
present,  Irish  workers  pay  48 
per  cent  tax  on  about  £12.000. 
depending  on  allowances  and 
marital  status. 

John  Fitzgerald,  economist 
with  the  Economic  and  Soria! 
Research  Institute,  the  eco¬ 
nomic  think-tank,  said  it  was 
folly  to  release  more  funds  into 
an  already  bouyant  economy. 
He  said:  "Logic  tells  you  that 
you  do  not  pur  money  into  an 
economy  that  is  booming.  The 
money  should  be  used  to 
repay  our  national  debt  not 
fritter  away  on  tax  cuts." 

Mr  McCreevy  announced  a 
£5  increase  in  the  weekly  old 
age  pension,  bringing  it  to 
almost  £140  for  a  married 
couple;  healthcare  will  receive 
a  £36.8  million  increase  in 
1998  bringing  its  budget  to 
£3.1  billion,  while  the  Gaelic 
Athletic  Association  will  re¬ 
ceive  £20  million  from  foe 
government  over  the  next 
three  years.  Unemployed 
people  who  decide  to  go  back 


to  work  will  be  given  £3,000 
by  the  government.  The  gov¬ 
ernment  will  seek  to  earn  by  a 
little  money  by  placing  10p  on 
20  cigarettes  and  4p  on  a  litre 
of  unleaded  petrol. 

Michael  Noonan,  the  Fine 
Gael  opposition  spokesman, 
accused  Mr  McCreevy  of  risk¬ 
ing  the  stability  of  the  econo¬ 
my.  "This  budget  is-  studded 
with  a  series  of  short-term 
expedient  measures  at  the 
expense  of  medium  and  long 
term  strategies.  It  dispenses 
money  with  all  the  efficacy  of  a 
scatter-gun,"  he  said. 

Ireland,  foe  once-impover¬ 
ished  island  on  the  comer  of 
Europe,  is  awash  with  million¬ 
aires,  Forsches  and  mobile 
phones  but  economists  are  at  a 
loss  to  fully  explain  how  it 
happened,  putting  it  down  to 
fiscal  management,  education 
and  a  dose  of  good  luck. 

For  foe  last  four  years,  foe 
economy  has  been  growing  at 
a  rate  of  75  per  cent  with 
employment  increasing  by 
four  per  cent.  Inflation  is 
down  to  two  per  cent 

The  seeds  of  the  success 
were  laid  in  the  1980s  when 
government,  trade  unions  and 
business  drew  up  successive 
wage  agreements:  the  unions 
would  not  seek  pay  increases  if 
the  government  reduced  taxes. 
Yesterday  marked  the  first  big 
pay-back. 


A  Gurkha  stands  guard  fay  the  first  memorial  In  Britain  to  the  Gurkhas  after  it 
appeal  raised  morethan  £251X000  forfoe9ft^bronze  statue  on  a  lC^plmtih^ 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


Bombers  transferred 

Men  jailed  for  bombing  Harrods  and  the  Warrington 
gasworks  have  been  transferred  to  an  Irish  prison  in  an 
effort  to  boost  foe  Northern  Ireland  peace  process.  Patrick 
Hayes  and  Dennis  Kinseila  were  removed  from  foe  high- 
securiiy  FuO  Sutton  prison  near  York  and  taken  by 
helicopter  to  Portlaoise  prison,  Co  Laois.  Vincent  Wood, 
.who  was  jailed  for  possession  of  Semtex.  was  also 
transferred,  tnmai”  at  Portlaoise,  Ireland's  main  IRA 
prison,  waved  flags  from  windows  as  the  men  arrived. 

Hayes  was  sentenced  to  a  30-year  jail  term  in  1994  for 
planting  a  bomb  outside  Harrods  in  London.  Kinseila  was 
jailed  for  25  years  for  leaving  explosives  at  a  gasworks  in 
Warrington  and  Wood  was  given  a  17-year  sentence  for 
possessing  35Ibs  of  Semtex. 

Inmates  given  no  work 

Three  quarters  of 'foe  inmates  at  Pentonvilic  prison  in 
London  are  spending  only  nine  hours  a  week  out  of  their 
cells  because  there  is  nothing  for  them  to  do.  A  team  1 
working  for  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Prisons  found  during  a  i 
visit  that  707  of  the  942  men  had  no  work  or  education 
courses.  The  Prison.  Service  blamed  madequte  funding.  ' 

Virgin  trains  rebuked 

Railway  regulators  have  rebuked  Richard  BransonY Vfrgfo 
trains  company  for  offering  a  poor  service  and  told  man*-  '7 
gets  to  make  improvements.  Punctuality  on  foe  company's 
West  Coast  main  line  was  nowhere  near  reaching  foe  teratC  . 
set  when  it  won  foe  franchise  to  run  foe  Glasgow-Loodon  r : 
service,  foe  Commons  Transport  Select  Committee  was  told.  ; 

Smear  blunders  revealed 

A  chance  finding  that  a  laboratory  technician  doing  cervical 
smear  screening  made  one  mistake  has  led  to  the  discovery 
that  she  also  missed  abnormalities  on  71  of  foe  3.930  other  ;' 
slides  foe  examined  over  a  two  year  period.  Six  of  foe 
women  concerned  have  now  been  invited  by  Berkshire 
Health  Authority  to  have  a  coloscopy. 

Rover’s  smell  of  success 

In  an  elegant  restaurant  in  Bologna,  Sophia  Loren 
introduced  a  new  fragrance  to  the  wotkL  Called  E&smriale 
by  Rover,  the  carmaker’s  unisex  perfume  rs  billed  as  "vital 
as  musk,  overrefined,  and  eternal  as  te floral  bouquet ..  .a 
well  defined  personality  which comphrtdy.refiects  the  spirit ... 
of  tradition  and  innovation  at  Rova". 
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Blair  means  business  on  global  warming 


By  Philip  Webster 

POLITICAL  EDITOR 

TONY  BLAIR  will  today  call  on  business 
leaders  to  join  the  crusade  to  tackle  global 
wanning  or  risk  leaving  a  “dreadful 
legacy"  for  future  generations. 

The  Prime  Minister  gives  a  warning  in 
The  Times  that  unless  business  plays  its 
part  the  targets  signed  up  to  at  this 


month's  world  dimate  conference  in 
Kyoto.  Japan,  will  be  meaningless  and 
empty.  He  has  called  senior  industrialists 
to  a  “green  summit"  in  Downing  Street 
today  which  will  hear  from  a  government 
expert  committee  that  global  warming 
could  lead  to  massive  flooding  in  parts  of 
eastern  and  southern  England.  Mr  Blair 
writes  that  the  great  storm  of 1990  cost  the 
economy  £3  billion.  “That  is  nothing 


compared  to  what  could  happen  if  we 
allow  global  winning  togiHtedhecked.” 

Today's  gathering  wiD.indude  scien¬ 
tists.  leading  trade  unionfafaTaud  leading 
businessmen  including  So?  Odin  Mar¬ 
shall  of  the  CBI,  and  foe  heads  of  BP. 
Shell  National  Power.  Rover  and  ICI. 
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The  Compaq  Preaario  2212  comes 
with  a  very  useful  extra,  our  authorised 
technician. 

He  not  only  del  here  your  computer, 
he  also  unpacks,  sets  up  and  checks  h, 
so  it's  ready  for  you  to  use.  You’ll  also 
fed  the  reassurance  of  our  free  one  year 
on-site  warranty  and  customer  service 
and  support  line.*0* 

We  believe  this  is  the  smart  way  to 
buy  a  home  or  office  computer.  In  fact  you 
can  only  order  this  complete  Presario 
package  direct  from  Compaq-  Call  us  to 
find  out  more.  Alter  all,  at  the  end  of  the 
phone  is  a  Compaq,  a  computer  of  quality. 
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Continued  from  page  I 
inquiry  into  the  coal  industry. 
When  he  appeared,  Mr  Battle 
underlined  the  depth  of  foe 
change  in  government  think¬ 
ing  when  he  said  that  the 
growing  dependence  on  gas 
raised  questions  about  Brit¬ 
ain's  ability  to  generate 
enough  electricity  in  true  future 
to  "keep  the  lights  on”. 

He  told  the  committee:  “Re¬ 
cent  inquiries  that  I  have 
made  have  raised  serious  new 
concerns  on  security  and  di¬ 
versity  of  energy  supplies. 
Views  have  been  put  to  me 
recently  from  various  quarters 
that  foe  increasing  depen¬ 
dence  on  gas  in  power  genera¬ 
tion  raises  issues  concerning 
foe  security  of  supply  of  our 
electricity  system." 

Mr  Battle  said  that  he  had 
decided  to  act  after  foe  Nat¬ 
ional  Grid  raised  concerns 
with  him  about  the  grid's 
growing  dependence  on  gas. 
But  the  aimouncement  direct¬ 
ly  contradicted  evidence  given 
to  foe  committee  by  Mr  Bat¬ 
tle’s  Department  of  Trade  and 
Industry,  which  had  said  Thai 
it  would  look  at  gas-fired 
stations  on  a  case  by  ra«» 
basis.  Mr  Battle  said  after¬ 
wards  that  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  the  National  Grid 
only  on  Tuesday  nighL 

There  were  indications  that 
yesterday’s  change  of  heart 
was  rushed  together  by  senior 
ministers  over  the  previous  24 
hours  to  avoid  an  embarrass¬ 
ing  confrontation  with  the 
miners  and  a  growing  number 
of  backbenchers  in  mining 
constituencies.  Peter 
Mandelson,  the  Minister 
without  Portfolio,  called  m 
Jonathan  FtiwelL  the  Prime 
Minister's  chief  of  staff,  last 
week  to  draw  up  a  rescue  plan 
after  a  tense  Commons  debate 
on 
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Man  cuts  up 
rough  after 
wife’s  affair 


(■' 


By  Phi  up  Delves 
Broughton 


A  WAN  who  suspected  his 
wire  of  having  an  affair  took 
revenge  with  a  ploy  previously 
adopted  by  scorned  women  — 
he  cut  up  all  her  dathes  with  a 
pair  of  scissors. 

Alan  Schubert,  43,  de¬ 
stroyed  more  than  £4,000 
worth  of  jumpers,  dresses, 
skirts  and  trousers  before 
neatly  folding  them  up  and 
putting  them  away  again. 
Susan  Lawrence,  44,  his  com¬ 
mon-law  wife  and  manager  of 
a  clothes  shop,  was  left  with¬ 
out  a  stitch  apart  from  those 
she  stood  up  in. 

Mr  Schubert  explained  to 
magistrates  in  Norwich  on 
Tuesday:  “I  did  not  use  vio¬ 
lence.  1  did  not  smash  up  the 
house,  I  did  not  throw  bricks 
a  through  the  window  like  other 
\  people  have  done.  That  was 
the  only  way  1  could  get  back 
at  her  for  hurting  me." 

Ms  Lawrence  left  the  home 
they  shared  in  Norwich  on 
October  31  and  went  to  live 
with  her  sister.  The  couple  had 
no  children. 

Mr  Schubert  told  the  court 


Schubert  cut  up  all  his 
wife’s  dothes  in  revenge 


that  before  she  left  him,  his 
wife  regularly  went  to  visit  a 
female  friend  in  the  dty.  These 
visits  had  become  increasingly 
frequent,  until  one  morning, 
he  went  to  pick  up  his  wife,  to 
save  her  catching  the  bus 
home,  only  to  find  that  she  had 
spent  the  night  with  another 
man. 

A  week  later.  Ms  Lawrence 
left  Mr  Schubert  taking  noth¬ 
ing  with  her.  Prompted  by  a 
male  friend.  Mr  Schubert  took 
out  his  scissors. 

He  said:  “I  did  what  [  did 


Susan  Lawrence  dothes  worth  E4.000 were  destroyed 


because  I  was  emotionally 
disturbed  after  finding  our  she 
had  been  seeing  someone  else. 
The  only  way  1  could  hurt  her 
was  to  cut  up  her  clothes 
because  her  life  is  her  dothes. 
I  did  nor  know  she  had  £4,000 
worth  of  dothes.” 

Mr  Schubert  told  the  court 
that  his  wife  often  received 
free  designer  dothes.  includ¬ 
ing  jumpers  worth  £70.  He 
pleaded  guilty  to  destroying 
dothing  worth  £3,962  belong¬ 
ing  to  Mrs  Lawrence  and  was 
ordered  to  pay  her  £200  in 
compensation,  fait  received  no 
further  penalty  for  criminal 
damage.  Norwich  Union,  die 
insurance  company,  had  al¬ 
ready  made  a  £2,000  contribu¬ 
tion  for  replacement  dothes 
for  Mrs  Lawrence. 

Mr  Schubert  said:  “I  do 
regret  it  because  it  was  hard 
for  her  not  to  have  any  dothes. 
But  like  f  said  to  her,  all  she's 
lost  is  her  dothes.  I've  lost  my 
home  and  my  dignity.  She's 
still  got  her  home,  her  job,  her 
friends  and  a  boyfriend.  I've 
lost  everything,  but  she's  done 
rather  well  out  of  it" 

Mr  Schubert  said  that  his 
wife's  new  boyfriend  was  a  36- 
year-old  local  builder.  "She 
claimed  he  was  just  a  friend, 
but  he’s  moved  into  the  house 
1  used  to  live  in.  He  used  to  live 
at  home  with  his  mum  and 
dad  until  he  met  Susan.  She 
says  she  enjoys  his  company, 
but  she's  done  this  before, 
moving  one  man  out  and 
another  one  in;  she  did  it  with 
me."  said  Mr  Schubert 

“She'd  hurt  me  and  I  got 
angry.  You  can  imagine  how 
I’m  feeling  —  I’m  in  love  with 
her  and  she  wants  to  be  with 
someone  else.” 

Mr  Schubert  who  is  now 
staying  with  friends  near  his 
old  home  in  Norwich, 
apologised  to  magistrates  for 
his  slashing  spree,  said  that 
his  partner  had  now  forgiven 
him  for  what  he  did  to  her 
clothes  and  added  that  he  was 
hoping  for  a  reconciliation. 

Ms  Lawrence  is  not  so  sure. 
Yesterday,  she  said:  “I  have 
got  someone  else  now  who  is  a 
friend  ■  who  helped  -me 
through.  1  am  not  going  back." 
She  also  has  a  new  wardrobe. 
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lieutenant-commander  SpQler,  principal  warfare  officer  of  HMS  Sheffield 

Woman  beats  men  to  key 
battle  post  on  warship 


By  Michael  Evans,  defence  correspondent 


A  WOMAN  has  beaten  male 
rivals  to  one  of  the  key  jobs 
on  a  Royal  Navy  warship. 
Lieutenant-Commander 
Vanessa  SpUler.  33,  has  been 
appointed  a  principal  warfare 
officer.  She  would  be  respon¬ 
sible  for  helping  to  direct 
offensive  operations  in  a  war. 

Commander  Spill  er  is 
among  a  small  group  of 
women  working  their  way  up 
the  promotion  ladder  who 
could  be  commanding  a  ship 
within  the  next  year  or  so.-- 

Her  new  appointment  is  on 
HMS  Sheffield,  a  Type  22  u 


frigate.  The  first  woman  com¬ 
manding  officer  is  likely  to  be 
put  in  charge  of  a  mine 
counter-measure  vessel  or  a 
university  cadet  training  ship. 

Commander  Spfiler.  who  is 
married  to  a  naval  officer  of 
the  same  rank,  joined  the 
Navy  as  a  Wren  radio  opera¬ 
tor  in  I9S3  and  has  served  on 
three  other  warships. 

■  Admiral  Sir  John  Brig- 
stocke.  Second  Sea  Lord  and 
the  Navy’s  Principal  Person¬ 
nel  Officer,  said:  “Her  de¬ 
served  selection  has  been 
entirely  by  merit  an  d  was  in 


direct  competition  with  other 
officers  of  the  same  back¬ 
ground  and  specialisation." 

John  Reid,  the  Armed  For¬ 
ces  Minister,  said  the  appoint¬ 
ment  reflected  the  Navy's 
commitment  to  the  full  integ¬ 
ration  of  women  in  the  service 
and  to  equal  opportunities. 

As  principal  warfare  officer 
on  HMS  Sheffield,  Com¬ 
mander  Sptller  will  assist  the 
commanding  officer  in  carry¬ 
ing  out  fighting  operations, 
selecting  and-  attacking  tar¬ 
gets  and  authorising  defen¬ 
sive-manoeuvres.  :  ;  ■  •  -•  i*’ 


RAC  says 
sorry  to 
mother 
who  had 
to  walk 

By  Paul  Wilkinson 
THE  RAC  has  apologised 

after  refusing  to  help  a  mother 
and  her  baby  when  their  car 
broke  down  because  she  had 
already  called  for  assistance 
six  times  thus  year. 

Julie  Raw  had  to  carry  her 
nine-month-old  daughter 
Krista  home  in  foe  rain  when 
the  organisation  told  her  she 
had  used  up  her  annual 
allowance  of  free  help.  Even 
when  she  offered  £49  in  cash 
to  cover  their  call-out  charge 
she  was  turned  down. 

Mrs  Raw  said:  “1  could  have 
been  stranded  miles  from 
anywhere  with  my  young 
daughter  and  they  wouldn't 
have  come  out  and  helped  me. 
It  was  absolutely  bucketing 
down  with  rain. 

“I  couldn't  believe  the  atti¬ 
tude  of  the  RAC.  They  just 
didn't  seem  bothered  at  all 
about  ray  problems." 

She  had  called  for  help 
when  when  her  car  cut  out 
half  a  mile  from  her  home  at 
Hetton.  near  Sunderland,  as 
she  was  on  her  way  to  mllect 
her  older  daughter  Jade.  six. 
from  a  birthday  party. 

She  had  to  walk  home  as 
darkness  fell  and  make  emer¬ 
gency  arrangements  for  a 
friend  to  collect  Jade.  When 
she  returned  to  her  aban¬ 
doned  car  later  she  found 
thieves  had  stolen  part  of  car's 
CD  player  because  the  break¬ 
down  had  affected  the  central 
locking.  The  car  was  eventual¬ 
ly  towed  home  by  her  husband 
Robert,  36. 

The  couple  have  been  RAC 
members  for  four  years.  This 
year  they  have  called  the 
service  six  times  but  this 
incident  was  the  first  involv¬ 
ing  her  Escort  Yesterday 
Peter  Brill  of  the  RAC 
apologised  and  said  they 
would  compensate  her  for  the 
distress  she  suffered. 

He  said:  “The  Raws  were 
subject  to  our  'fair  call’  policy. 
There  is  a  limit  to  the  number 
of  calls  we  will  attend  before 
we  levy  a  penalty  to  attend 
more  breakdowns  in  that 
year.  We  introduced  that  to 
prevent  it  being  used  as  a 
garage  maintenance  company 
and  not  a  rescue  service." 

Patrols  are  told  not  to  accept 
cash  to  avoid  carrying  large 
sums  of  money.  «  . 


E.H  Shepard's  Pooh 

Christinas  card 


Drawing 
of  Pooh 
to  make 
£75,000 

By  John  Vincent 

E.H  SHEPARD'S  origi¬ 
nal  drawing  for  a  private¬ 
ly  printed  Christmas  card 
featuring  his  most  famous 
character  —  Winnie  the 
Pooh  —  is  set  to  fetch  up  to 
£75,000  at  Christie's  in 
New  York  tomorrow.  Hie 
card,  bearing  the  legend 
“Christmas  Greetings 
From  Norah  &  Ernest 
Shepard”,  depicts  Pooh 
trudging  through  snowy 
woodland  with  two  other 
favourites  from  AA 
Milne's  children's  books. 

Eeyore  has  a  mouthful 
of  holly.  Pooh  dutches  a 
large  jar  of  honey  and 
Piglet  carries  a  huge 
Christmas  cracker  over 
his  shoulder. 

Francis  Wahlgren. 
head  of  Christie’s  Interna¬ 
tional  book  department 
said  yesterday  that  he 
believed  foe  scene  was 
Shepard's  own  version  of 
foe  three  Magi  bearing 
gifts  for  foe  baby  Jesus. 
Hie  original  artwork  is 
being  sold  together  with 
one  of  the  200  cards  which 
Shepard  and  his  wife 
Norah  sent  from  their 
home  a!  Long  Meadow, 
Guildford,  in  foe  1940s. 

By  oonddence.  at  Chris¬ 
tie's  in  South  Kensington 
on  December  12,  a  Happy 
New  Year  card  sent  by 
Shepard  to  an  art  student 
friend  is  estimated  to  fetch 
up  to  E1Q.000.  It  shows  a 
replete  Pooh  sitting  with 
Piglet  beside  an  empty 
plate  and  forms  part  of  a 
collection.  Hie  highlight  is 
an  illustration  for  The 
House  at  Pooh  Comer 
showing  Pooh  and  Piglet 
atop  a  gate  reciting  the 
verse  The  more  it  snows. 


Animal  charities 
stop  supplying 
dogs  to  police 

By  Stewart  Ten dler.  crime  correspondent 


,  Newspaper 
pays  out 
over  Hurley 
allegation 

LIZ  HURLEY  yesterday  ac¬ 
cepted  substantial  undisclosed 
libel  damages  over  an  allega¬ 
tion  that  she  was  prepared  to 
make  herself  available  at  the 
home  of  any  man  who  fancied 
her  for  a  fee  of  £12.000. 

The  32-year-old  actress  and 
mode!  was  not  at  the  High 
.  Court  to  hear  lawyers  for  The 
1  .  Mirror  offer  its  sincere  apolo¬ 
gies  fur  die  June  1996  article. 

Keith  Schilling,  for  Miss 
Hurley,  said  the  article,  which 
concluded  with  a  "grossly 
offensive"  comparison  be¬ 
tween  Miss  Hurley  and  the 
prostitute  Divine  Brown,  was 
highly  defamatory  and  had 
caused  great  distress  and  em¬ 
barrassment  He  said  that  foe 
newspaper  aggravated  the  in- 
jury  to  Miss  Hurley's  feelings 
by  failing  to  offer  to  apologise 
until  the  trial  of  the  libel  action 
was  only  three  weeks  away. 

Marcus  Partington,  for 
MGN  Ud.  said  foe  item  was 
intended  to  be  light-hearted. 
MGN  accepted  that  foe  alle¬ 
gations  wot  without  founda¬ 
tion  and  ought  never  to  haw 
been  published,  and  had 
agreed  to  pay  substantial 
damages  and  Miss  Hurley's 
^  reasonable  legal  costs. 


TWO  national  animal  welfare 
groups  yesterday  stopped 
supplying  dogs  to  police  forces 
while  police  investigate  allega¬ 
tions  that  a  dog  died  after 
being  deliberately  kicked  dur¬ 
ing  a  training  exercise. 

The  RSPCA  and  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Canine  Defence  League 
announced  that  (hey  would 
halt  supplying  rescued  ani¬ 
mals  for  training  as  police 
dogs.  The  RSPCA  said  it  may 
also  bring  a  charge  of  animal 
cruelty  against  Essex  Mice  at 
the  end  of  the  investigation. 
The  moves  follow  the  death  of 
Acer,  a  German  shepherd 
dog.  which  collapsed  and  died 
on  November  20  while  on  a 
week-lung  refresher  course  at 
the  force's  training  school  at 
Sandlin  near  Chelmsford.  A 
post-mortem  examination 
showed  that  it  died  from  a 
haemorrhage  caused  by  a 
ruptured  liver. 

It  has  been  alleged  that  PC 
Mark  Needham.  Acer's  han¬ 
dler.  was  ordered  to  kick  the 
dog  as  part  of  the  training.  At 
the  time  the  dog-handling 
section  was  under  investiga¬ 
tion  after  a  complaint  by 


another  handler  in  October 
about  the  methods  used  at  the 
training  school. 

Acer  was  bred  by  the  force 
itself,  and  a  number  of  other 
forces  also  have  breeding  pro¬ 
grammes.  They  also  rely  on 
dogs  supplied  by  charities  and 
the  public 

Yesterday  the  RSPCA  said 
the  suspension  on  the  re¬ 
homing  of  dogs  to  police 
forces  would  remain  in  place 
until  the  investigation  by 
Essex  Police  was  completed.  A 
spokeswoman  said:  “We  have 
to  be  particularly  watchful, 
especially  if  foe  dogs  we 
supply  have  come  from  a 
home  where  they  were  badly 
treated.  We  have  to  be  com¬ 
pletely  accountable  to  foe 
people  who  fond  us.” 

The  RSPCA  is  working  with 
police  on  the  investigation. 
The  RSPCA  spokeswoman 
said  either  they  or  the  police 
themselves  could  bring  an 
animal  cruelty  charge  depend¬ 
ing  on  the  result  of  the 
investigation. 

Hie  force  said  yesterday 
that  training  methods  at  foe 
dog  school  have  been  stopped- 


Man  fined 
£3,000  for 
smashing 
pet’s  jaw 

A  RETIRED  RAF  squadron 
leader  has  been  fined  £3,000 
for  smashing  the  jaw  of  his 
elderly  Jack  Russell  terrier. 

Dennis  Wame,  71,  was  also 
banned  for  life  from  keeping 
animals  and  told  to  pay  £775 
costs  by  magistrates  in  Melton 
Mowbray.  Leicestershire. 

After  the  hearing.  Simon 
Parker,  an  RSPCA  inspector, 
said  he  believed  the  fine  was 
the  highest  imposed  for  a 
cruelty  offence.  The  injuries  to 
the  dog's  jaw.  which  had 
fractures  in  eight  places,  were 
“the  worst  I've  ever  seen". 

Wame  admitted  causing 
unnecessary  suffering  earlier 
this  year  to  his  13-year-old 
dog,  called  Jack,  which  is  now 
recovering  in  RSPCA  kennels. 
He  attacked  the  terrier  in  his 
garden  with  a  long-handled 
tool  he  used  to  cut  his  hedge. 

The  injured  dog  was  found 
near  io  collapse.  Passers-by 
alerted  police. 

Wame.  of  Melton  Mow¬ 
bray,  apologised  to  the  court 
and  said  he  was  shocked  at  the 
injuries  he  had  caused.  He 
explained  that  he  had  lashed 
out  in  anger  with  the  first 
object  that  came  to  hand  after 
the  dog  had  twice  bitten  him. 


■  Gorbachev  enjoys  slice  of  success 


By  Carol  Midgley 

M  EDIA  CORRESPONDENT 

IKHAfl*  GORBACHEV  is 

follow  Pamela  Anderson 
d  Damon  Hill  by  singing 
e  praises  of  the  pizza.  He 
s  accepted  more  than 
30.000  no  star  in  Pizza  Hut's 
est  tefc^is*011  advertising 
rapaighr  which  he  has  just 
lished  filming  in  Moscow. 
According  to  Ptaa  Hut  foe 
•nwrSfWfet  leader  has  said 
it  he  intends  to  use  foe  fee 
help  to  establish  a  penna¬ 
nt  home  for  his  Perestroika 
rary  museum  in  Mos- 

w  Mr  Gorbachev,  whose 
ie-yearoId  granddaughter 
, astasia  was  present  during 
tune  a*  the  company’s  res- 
mmt  in  central  Moscow, 
ns  a  select  clique  of  cclebri- 
s  who  appeared  in  the 
nmercials.  However,  he 


Pizza  types:  Mikhail  Gorbachev  and  Pamela  Anderson 


may  have  cause  to  regret  his 
decision. 

Recent  storylines  have  in¬ 
cluded  the  England  footballer 
Gareth  Southgate  wearing  a 
brown  paper  bag  on  his  head 
because  of  his  humiliation  in 
missing  a  crucial  penalty 


against  Germany  during  foe 
Euro  96  semi-final,  and  the 
television  presenter  Jonathan 
Ross  being  ravished  by  foe 
model  Caprice  because  she  is 
aroused  by  men  who  cannot 
pronounce  foe  taler  R. 

It  is  understood  that  tiffed 


script  ideas,  since  rejected, 
involved  jokes  about  the 
birthmark  on  Mr  Gorba¬ 
chev's  head. 

Gary  Haigh.  marketing  di¬ 
rector  of  Pizza  Hut  UK,  said: 
"The  storyline  is  a  dosdy 
guarded  secret  although  its 
light-hearted  nature  will  be  in 
line  with  the  flavour  of  our 
previous  commercials.  We  are 
delighted  he  has  agreed  to 
appear." 

Mr  Gorbachev  is  no  strang¬ 
er  to  foe  delights  of  Western 
food.  Last  year  he  was  photo¬ 
graphed  with  his  wife;  Raisa, 
enjoying  a  ploughman’s 
lunch  in  a  home  counties  pub. 

Next  week  Pizza  Hut  will 
launch  a  campaign  featuring 
the  manager  of  Chelsea  Foot¬ 
ball  Club.  Ruud  Gullit  Mr 
Gorbachev's  commercial  will 
not  be  screened  until  foe  new 
year. 
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Royal  lawyers  try  to  block  Princess  ‘love  stoiy’  film 


aaing  for  Diana, 
of  Wales  MerooriatS 
^oymg  ro  prevent  Kelvin  Mac- 

*1?  Smier  Editor  771(2  Sun, 

from  making  a  film  about  her 
Ttey  last  night  described  his  pS 

on.  late  Princess’s 
friendship  with  Dodi  Fayed  as 
inappropriate  and  insensitive” 

Mr  MacKenzie,  who  is  managing 
Armor  of  LIVE  TV.  dscribedtS 
lawyers  remarks  as  “outrageous 
Snsor*J“P"-  He  insisted  that  the 
fflm  --  to  be  called  People's  Princess 
■x  “7  will  be  made  early  next  year  and 
Shown  m  Britain  in  April. 

“It  was  my  idea.  The  public  want 


Former  Son  editor  plans  to  focus  on  affair  with  Dodi  Fayed,  reports  Daniel  McGroiy 


to  know  about  the  most  famous 
woman  ever  to  walk  God's  earth 
and  how  her  attempts  to  find  true 
love  were  cruelly  snatched  horn  her. 

I  object  to  a  bunch  of  busy  bodies 
tdfing  me  what  I  can  watch.  If  we 
have  to  we  will  make  this  film  in  ■ 
Turkey  or  wherever.  This  is  a  love 
story  and  they  won’t  stop  us." 

Lawyers  from  Misheon  de  Reya. 
who  handled  the  Princess's  divorce 
and  who  act  for  file  fund,  are 
appalled  that  the  final  scene  will  be 


a  blade  Mercedes  entering  the 


underpass  in  Paris  where  the  Prin¬ 
cess  cned.  Their  efforts  to  block  the 
film  comes  as  they  are  trying  to 
protect  her  image  financially  to  stop . 
■'unscrupulous  profiteering".  They 
are  also  seeking  to  copyright  the 
words  “Diana.  Princess  of  Wales". 

A  letter  sent  to  the  film  producers 
says:  “No  one  has  sought  permis¬ 
sion  from  Kensington  Palace,  the 
Spencer  family  or  ourselves  for  the 
production  of  this  film. 

“You  will  appreciate  that  a  film 
like  this,  produced  so  soon  after  the 


Six  minutes 


untimely  death  of  both  the  Princess 
and  Dodi  Fayed,  is  entirety  inappro¬ 
priate  and  insensitive  not  only  to 
their  memories  but  also  to  their 
families.  In  any  event,  you  may  not 
be  aware  of  the  numerous  complex 
legal  issues  involved." 

Mr  MacKenzie  said  the  £15  mil¬ 
lion  film  would  almost  pertainiy  lose 
money.  "But  LIVE  TV  doesn’t  care 
about  that  We  believe  this  should 
be  made:  I  am  sick  of  seeing  people 
like  John  Major  and  others  telling 
everyone  what  we  can  and  can!  say 


and  dp  about  the  Princess."  His 
television  company  is  famous  for 
fearuring  topless  darts,  the  “News 
Bunny"  commenting  on  the  day's 
events  and  a  scantily  dressed 
woman  giving  the  weather  forecast 
in  Norwegian. 

The  film  will  be  produced  in 
association  with  Artemis  Films, 
which  was  involved  in  the  contro¬ 
versial  CBS  production.  Princess  in 
love,  last  year.  The  script  concen¬ 
trates  on  the  Princess's  search  for 
personal  happiness  after  the  break- 


up  of  her  marriage,  and  her 
fulfilment  in  her  public  role  as  the 
“queen  of  people’s  hearts",  despite 
harassment  by  the  paparazzi. 

Mr  MacKenzie  said  the  plan  was 
for  an  unknown  actress  to  play  the 
Princess  and  “a  lookallke"  to  play 
Dodi.  son  of  Mohamed  Al  Fayed. 

Mischon  de  Reya  said  last  night 
pat  the  film’s  producers  risked  be- 

m-?i  ?**?•  Te  anticipate  the  film 
wifi  be  based  on  fact  and  presumed 
fact£  a  spokesman  said.  “So  far  as 
the  film  represents  events  which  are 
not  factual  the  producers  of  the  film 
will  lay  themselves  open  to  action 
from  the  estate  and  memorial  fund.” 


mike  Muicmwos 
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From  Joanna  Bale  in  Cape  town 


THE  marriage  of  Ear]  Spen¬ 
cer  and  his  wife  was  ended  in 
just  six  minutes  in  a  South 
African  courtroom  yesterday. 

After  five  days  of  acrimony 
ana  lurid  headlines,  the  earl 
went  into  the  witness  box  for 
the  first  time  and  told  Judge 
fan  Farlam  that  his  eight-year 
marriage  had  broken  down 
and  that  there  was  no  hope  of 
a  reconciliation.  The  judge 
granted  a  divorce  decree  that 
included  a  settlement  erf 
£1.8  million  for  Countess 
Spencer,  who  was  not  in  court 
.  Judge  Farlam  began  by 
congratulating  both  parties  on 
reaching  a  settlement  He 
said:  “It  was  the  sort  of  matter 
that  should  have  been  settled 
and  1  am  pleased  ro  see  a 


positive  decision."  After  giving 
his  full  name  and  swearing 
die  oath  with  his  hand  raised, 
the  earl  confirmed  the  date  of 
his.  marriage  to  Countess 
Spencer,  which  trad  followed  a 
six-week  courtship.  Repeated¬ 
ly  addressing  the  judge  as  “my 
lord",  he  then  confirmed  his 
residency  in  Cape  Town  for 
the  past  two  years,  and  the 
names  and  dates  of  birth  of  his 
four  children.  He  also  told  the 
court  that  he  and  Countess 
Spencer  had  been  separated 
for  three  years. 

Asked:  “Do  you  think  there 
is  any  hope  of  a  reconcilia¬ 
tion?",  the  earl  replied:  “There 
isrtX  my  lord." 

Asked:  “Are  you  satisfied 
that  this  .  marriage  has 


The  girlfriend,  Joste  Bonin,  kfi.  and  Countess  Spencer 


irretreivably  broken  down?" 
he  replied:  “It  is  so,  my  lord.” 

The  judge  then  asked  about 
the  arrangements  made  for 
joint  custody  of  foe  children 
and  an  agreement  that  the  earl 
pay  £4375  per  child  a  year, 
plus  school,  nanny  and  pri¬ 
vate  medical  insurance  foes. 

He  said:  “Are  you  satisfied 
that  arrangements  made  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  children  as  set  down 
are  in  the  interests  of  the 
children?"  He  replied:  “They 
are  in  their  interests,  sir." 

The  earl,  who  had  previous¬ 
ly  submitted  a  witness  state¬ 
ment  saying  that  he  did  not 
regard  his  wife  as  a  fit  mother, 
was  then  asked  whether  he 
thought  the  children  were 
“adequately  cared  for'’  when 
with  her.  He  hesitated  mo¬ 
mentarily,  then  answered: 
“Yes.  my  lord". 

After  leaving  the  witness 
box.  foe  earl  smiled  and 
kissed  a  female,  barrister  in  his 
legal  team,  then  patted  his 
lawyer.  Leslie  Wemkove,  on 
the  shoulder,  joking:  “I  won’t 
kiss  you."  He  also  thanked  foe 
court  staff,  then  left  the  build¬ 
ing  declining  to  comment  to 
dozens  of  journalists  who  fol¬ 
lowed  him  down  the  street  id 
Mr  WeinktA’e's  chambers. 

The  nine-page  deed  of  settle¬ 
ment.  which  is  now  a  public 
document,  gives  Countess 
Spencer  a  £13  million  lump 
stnn.  with  the  earl  allowed 
two  months  in  which  to  pay.  A 


Earl  Spencer  leaving  court  yesterday  with  members  of  his  legal  team.  His  marriage  was  ended  in  six  minutes 


bankers  guarantee,  given  in 
lieu,  held  up  the  proceedings 
for  five  hours  yesterday  when 
it  was  discovered  that  it  had 
been  wrongly  worded. 

Countess  Spencer  is  also 
given  her  Cape  Town  home, 
valued  at  £250,000,  its  con¬ 
tents  and  an  Isuzu  car.  How¬ 
ever.  the  deed  revealed  that 
she  will  have  to  pay  her  own 
legal  costs,  estimated  at 
£250.000.  As  part  of  the  agree¬ 
ment  foe  countess  will  no 
longer  benefit  from  any  of  foe 
Spencer  family  trusts. 

Her  ex-husband  must  pay 
her  £4375  per  child  per  year 
with  the  proviso  that  she'  can 


go  to  court  to  ask  for  an 
increase  if  it  is  required.  He 
musi  also  pay  for  a  nanny  and 
private  medical  insurance 
while  the  children  are  in  full¬ 
time  education.  The  deed  also 
states  that  they  agree  to  bring 
up  the  children  in  the  Angli¬ 
can  faith. 

The  children  will  continue 
to  spend  weekdays  with  their 
mother  and  weekends  with 
their  father.  The  deed  states: 
"The  parties  shall  endeavour 
to  reach  agreement  in  a  spirit 
of  cooperation  and  reason¬ 
ableness  in  relation  to  foe 
carrying  out  of  the  present 
arrangements,  and  any 


changes  thereto  which  future 
circumstances  may  require." 

There  was  also  provision  for 
Countess  Spencer  to  arrange 
for  her  jewellery  and  posses¬ 
sions  to  be  collected  from  the 
earl’s  homes  in  Althorp. 
Northamptonshire,  and  Spen¬ 
cer  House.  London,  within  six 
months.  The  earl  and  countess 
also  agreed  not  to  ghe  inter¬ 
views  to  foe  media  or  to 
publishers  about  their  mar¬ 
ried  life  or  the  private  lives  of 
any  relation,  alive  or  dead. 
They  have  also  agreed  not  to 
talk  about  foe  divorce  proceed¬ 
ings  or  the  settlement. 

Countess  Spencer’s  barris¬ 


ter.  Jeremy  Gauntlett.  said  last 
night  that  his  client  was 
extremely  pleased  at  the  settle¬ 
ment.  “How  this  couple  ever 
got  together  I  will  never 
know."  he  said. 

On  the  eve  of  the  divorce, 
the  earl  and  his  girlfriend. 
Josie  Bora  in,  34,  a  former 
model  turned  freelance  fash¬ 
ion  consul  tarn,  celebrated  to¬ 
gether  in  Cape  Town  at  a 
fashion  awards  ceremony, 
sponsored  by  a  whisky  com¬ 
pany  in  aid  of  foe  Red  Cross. 
They  were  pictured  at  the 
evenr  on  the  front  page  of  foe 
Afrikaans  newspaper.  Die 
Burger,  yesterday. 


Brother 
to  play 
lead  role 
in  tribute 
to  Diana 

By  Daniel  McGrory 


EARL  SPENCER  will 
play  a  decisive  part  in 
deciding  foe  nation’s  me¬ 
morial  to  his  sister,  Diana. 
Princess  of  Wales,  even 
though  he  has  refused  to 
join  the  official  committee. 
On  the  day  his  divorce 
was  granted  the  earl  was 
invited  by  Gordon  Brown, 
the  Chancellor,  to  sit  in  on 
meetings  of  the  Memorial 
Committee. 

Lord  Spencer  declined 
to  be  part  of  the  ten-strong 
committee,  saying  he 
would  be  spending  too 
much  rime  in  South  Africa 
and  preparing  his  Althorp 
estate  for  its  summer 
opening  to  the  public. 

His  reluctance  did  not 
stop  Mr  Brown  inviting 
him  to  help  to  decide 
which  of  the  7,000  sugges¬ 
tions  received  should  be 
paid  for  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  as  a  fitting  lasting 
tribute  to  the  Princess. 

Ministers  did  not  wish 
to  alienate  Lord  Spencer 
despite  his  tribulations  in 
the  Cape  Town  divorce 
courts.  A  spokesman  for 
Lord  Spencer  said  he  was 
happy  to  be  involved. 

The  Chancellor,  who 
will  head  foe  committee, 
yesterday  named  its  other 
members.  They  include 
Paul  Burrell  foe  Prin¬ 
cess’s  trusted  butler;  Rosa 
Moncklon.  her  dose 
friend;  Anthony  Julius,  the 
solicitor  who  handled  her 
divorce:  Lord  Atten¬ 
borough.  foe  film-maker: 
Baroness  Chalker  of  Wal¬ 
lasey.  the  former  Overseas 
Development  Minister; 
Lord  Airiie.  the,  Lord 
Chamberlain,  who  repre¬ 
sents  the  Royal  House¬ 
hold;  Jane  Tewson.  the 
Comic  Relief  co-founder, 
and  Diane  Louise  Jordan 
a  former  Blue  Peter 
presenter. 

The  committee  will  be 
assisted  by  an  advisory 
group  of  representatives 
from  all  the  main  political 
parties  and  by  a  farther 
group  drawn  from  the 
charities  that  the  Princess 
supported. 
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Demon  Internet 


No  doubt  you're  hearing  a  great 
deal  about  the  Internet  and  the 
information  it  can  bring  you . 

Now  that  you  have  a  PC  and  a 
modem,  how  do  you  get 
connected  to  the  most  reliable, 
innovative  service  provider? 

And  most  important,  who  is  it? 

The  answer  is  Demon  Internet 

Why?  Because  no  other  Internet 
Service  Provider  can  do  All  this  for 
only  £10  (£0.75  me.  VAT)  per  month: 

■  Help  when  you  need  it  Free  support, 

24  hours  a  day,  365  days  per  year. 

•  Unlimited  email  addresses. 

•  ISDN  access  at  no  extra  charge,  if 
you've  got  it,  just  use  it! 

■  Connect  to  Demon  Internet  from 
anywhere  in  die  UR  for  the  cost 
of  a  local  call*. 

•  5MB  free  Web  space  allows  you  to 
create  your  own  Web  Site. 

■  Free  bi-monthly  Demon  Dispatdies 
magazine  to  keep  you  up  to  date  of 
Internet  developments  as  they  happen. 

•  Demon  Internet  connects  more 
people  than  any  other  Internet  Service 
Provider. 
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Restaurants  and 


butchers  will  be 
the  hardest  hit 
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By  Robin  Young 


TOP  resrau rants  and  high- 
class  butchers  are  likely  to  be 
hardest  hit  by  the  ban  on  beef 
bones  in  food  preparation. 

Though  less  than  5  per  cent 
of  beef  Is  sold  on  the  bone  in 
Britain,  the  proportion  is 
much  higher  for  sales  from 
high-quality  independent 
butchers.  Cooks  insist  that 
beef  cooked  on  the  bone, 
which  is  the  traditional  British 
way  of  roasting,  produces 
meat  that  is  much  better 
flavoured  and  more  juicy. 

Leading  restaurants  buy  al¬ 
most  all  their  beef  on  the  bone 
and  use  bones  to  make  the 
stock  that  is  the  basis  of  their 
sauces.  Now  they  will  no 
longer  be  able  to  use  bones  in 
that  way.  serve  oxtail,  or 
produce  classic  dishes  d  la 
moelle  (with  beef  marrow). 

Michel  Roux,  chef  of  the 
Michelin  two-star  restaurant 
Le  Gavroche  in  London,  said: 
‘1  buy  all  my  Angus  sirloins 


on  the  bone.  I  buy  four 
hindquarters  of  organic  beef  a 
week,  ail  on  the  bone,  and 
bone  them  myself.  We  have 
until  now  occasionally  been 
featuring  marrow  dishes  on 
our  menu,  telling  customers 
exactly  what  they  are  but 
siring  them  the  opportunity  to 
eat  what  is  one  of  the  tradition¬ 
al  delicacies.  This  is  a  very  sad 
day. 

“I  think  the  ban  is  quite 
pointless  and  ridiculous.  It 
will  destroy  confidence  in  beef 
all  over  again,  and  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  should  be  making  it 
clear  that  the  best  British  beef 
is  perfectly  safe." 

Frances  Bis  sell.  The  Times 
cook,  said:  “I  w  as  just  going  to 
order  my  big  rib  of  beef  for 
Christmas,  and  I  have  been 
using  marrow  bones  as  recent¬ 
ly  as" the  day  before  yesterday. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  beef 
cooks  best  on  the  bone,  but  if  it 
is  not  safe  on  the  bone  where 


The  experiments 
which  led  to  ban 


By  Nigel  Hawkes 


THE  SEAC  results  come  from 
experiments  in  which  cattle 
were  deliberately  infected  with 
large  doses  of  BSE  in  their 
feed,  and  tissues  were  tested 
for  infecnvffy  at  different  peri¬ 
ods  after  infection. 

The  infecTed  cattle  were 
slaughtered  in  groups  of  three 
at  four-month  intervals  after 
infection  and  tissues  tested  by 
injection  into  the  brains  of 
mice.  The  objective  was  to 
establish  if  they  carried  the 
BSE  infective  agent  before  the 
cattle  showed  any  symptoms 
of  the  disease. 

The  latest  experiments, 
which  form  the  basis  of 
SEACs  new  advice,  showed 
that  two  tissues  previously  nor 
excluded  from  the  food  chain 
might  be  infectious  —  the 
dorsal  root  ganglia  found 
within  the  bones  of  the  spinal 
column,  and  the  bone  mar¬ 
row.  The  ganglia  are  nerve 


branches  emerging  from  the 
spinal  cord  and  within  the 
bone,  which  would  normally 
be  found  only  in  beef  sold  "on 
the  bone"  —  rib  or  sirloin 
roasts  or  T-bone  steaks. 

The  ganglia  were  found  to 
be  infectious  in  cattle  32 
months  after  infection  with 
BSE  but  not  in  animals  26 
months  after  infection.  Clini¬ 
cal  signs  did  not  develop  in 
these  animals  until  35  months 
after  infection.  Thar  means 
there  is  a  three-month  gap  in 
which  these  organs  from  ap¬ 
parently  healthy  cattle,  might 
pass  on  the  disease. 

To  play  safe.  SEAC  has 
assumed  ‘that  infectivity  may¬ 
be  present  earlier,  seven 
months  before  symptoms 
appear.  Under  present  slaugh¬ 
ter  policies,  a  very  few  cattle 
incubating  the  disease  may 
enter  the  food  chain:  six  this 
year  and  three  in  I^. 


do  you  stop?  All  meat  has  been 
on  bones.  How  far  back  from 
the  bone  do  you  have  to  go  to 
be  safe?" 

Beefeater  restaurants  an¬ 
nounced  die  immediate  with¬ 
drawal  of  T-bone  steaks  from 
its  outlets  even  before  Mr 
Cunningham  made  his  an¬ 
nouncement  in  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Laurence  Isaacson,  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  Groupe  Chez  Gerard, 
which  has  five  steak  houses  in 
London,  and  the  founder  of 
the  Carnivores  Gub.  said: 
"Ninety-seven  per  cent  of  our 
beef  is  already  bought  off  the 
bone  and  if  the  Government 
says  we  cannot  sell  our  cores 
de  boeuf the  only  meat  we 
serve  on  the  bone,  then  obvi¬ 
ously  we  will  not.  We  are 
convinced  that  British  beef  has 
never  been  safer,  and  our  sales 
for  beef  now  are  higher  than 
they  were  before  the  BSE  scare 
began." 

By  contrast  the  effect  on 
supermarkets  will  be  very 
slight.  A  typical  Safeway  srore 
in  London  yesTerday  had  pre¬ 
cisely  one  joint  of  bone-in  beef 
on  its  shelves,  and  Tony 
Combes,  die  company's  head 
of  public  affairs,  said:  "Bone- 
in  beef  represents  less  than  I 
per  cent  of  our  sales.  If  the 
Government  requires  we  will 
lake  our  wing  rib  beef  off  the 
bone  and  sell  it  at  the  same 
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Devon  formers  showing  their  support  for  British  beef  products  at  a  rally  yesterday.  They  later  blockaded  the  centre  of  Newton  Abbot 


Farmers  in  despair  at  latest  move  c 


price." 

Marks  &  Spencer  said  that 
it  had  no  beef  on  the  bone  for 
sale,  though  it  had  been 
planning  to  sell  wing  rib  joints 
on  the  bone  for  Christmas. 
That  has  been  cancelled. 

Tesco  said  last  night  that  it 
had  already  withdrawn  from 
sale  all  beef  on  the  bone,  and 
that  it  would  give  customers 
who  had  purchased  any  a  foil 
refund. 

A  spokeswoman  for  Hazle- 
wood  Foods  said  that  the 
company  would  not  now  be 
including  a  frozen  oxtail  dish 
in  a  premium  range  prepared 
to  recipes  by  the  television  chef 
Gary  Rhodes,  which  had  been 
announced  last  wedc  for 
launch  in  February  next  year. 
"Obviously  wo  will  have  to 
comply  with  what  the  Govern¬ 
ment  requires."  she  said. 


FARMERS  reacted  with  an¬ 
ger  and  astonishment  yester¬ 
day  to  the  ban.  Although  less 
than  five  per  cent  of  beef  is 
sold  bone-in  beef  producers 
said  they  feared  the  an¬ 
nouncement  would  cause 
panic  among  consumers  and 
a  catastrophic  collapse  of 
already  low  prices  for  cattle. 

There  was  also  concern  that 
the  derision  would  be  seized 
on  by  other  European  Union 
countries  as  a  further  reason 
for  delaying  any  easing  of  the 
ban  on  British  beef  exports. 

Anthony  Gibson,  regional 
director  of  the  National  Farm¬ 
ers’  Union  in  southwest  Eng¬ 
land.  a  prime  cattle  area,  said: 
*This  is  a  body  blow  to  an 
industry  already  on  its  knees. 
Whatever  the  rights  and 
wrongs  of  the  new  precau¬ 
tions.  the  impact  they  are 
bound  to  have  on  an  already 
depressed  market  makes  the 
case  for  support  for  the  beef 
industry  unanswerable." 

Mr  Gibson  said  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  must  now  apply  to 
Brussels  for  funds  available 
to  compensate  British  fanners 
for  the  strength  of  the  pound, 
which  had  made  imported 
beef  and  other  foodstuffs 
cheaper  and  blunted  the  com- 


Fresh  blow  brings  demands  for  cash  aid  for  industry 
already  hit  by  falling  prices,  writes  Michael  Hornsby 


petitiveness  of  British 
produce. 

Sir  David  Naish.  the  nat¬ 
ional  president  of  the  NFU. 
recognised  the  need  for  the 
Government  to  act  on  scientif¬ 
ic  advice,  but  said  the  derision 
would  cause  "a  great  deal  of 
despair  among  fanners  after 
all  they  have  teen  through". 

Peter  Stephens,  a  beef  fann¬ 
er  and  past  chairman  of  the 
Cornish  NFU.  said:  "This  has 
come  tike  bolt  out  of  the  blue 
when  we  least  needed  it  If  the 
srientistsare  now  saying  mar¬ 
row  could  be  dangerous,  are 
the^  going  to  ban  blood  next? 
It  is  becoming  ridiculous. 
They  might  as  weff  ban  every¬ 
thing  we  produce  and  have 
done  with  it" 

■  fan  MacNicoL  president  of 
the  Country  Landowners’  As¬ 
sociation.  called  for  the  same 
restrictions  on  bone-in  meat 
to  be  applied  to  imports.  This 
is  yet  another  regulation  for 
the  industry  to  deal  with",  he 
said.  "We  produce  the  test 
quality  beef  in  the  world  yet 
our  competitors  from  other 


countries  are  able  to  import 
beef  without  the  same  level  of 
quality  control." 

Fanners  were  .  already 
angry  because  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment’s  failure  to  apply  for 
£500  million  earmarked  In 
Brussels  to  compensate  them 
for  the  effect  of  currency 
fluctuations.  Other  EU  coun- 


Sir  David  Naish:  saw 
the  need  to  act 


tries  have  asked  for  and 
obtained  such  assistance. 

So  far  Dr  Cunningham  has 
refused  to  heed  fanners* 
pleas,  arguing  that  British 
taxpayers  would  end  up  pay¬ 
ing  for  the  cost  of  70  per  cent 
of  the  aid  because  of  the  way 
national  contributions  to  the 
EU  budget  are  calculated. 

Huge  sums  hare  already 
teen  spent  or  set  aside  to  help 
the  beef  industry  to  cope  with 
the  crisis  over  BSE  (bovine 
spongiform  encephalopathy) 

—  -  £1.5  billion  in  1996-97, 
£930  mi  Dion  in  1997-981 
£563  million  in  1998-99  and 
£488nriUkra  in  1999-2000. 
Much  of  the  money  has  teen 
spent  mi  slaughtering  and 
storing,  prim’  to  inrixKxatiqn. 
the  rendered-down  remains 
of  more  than  1-8  million  cattle 
over  the  age  of  30  months. 
Cattle  older  than  this  are. 
regarded  as  being  at  greater 
ride  of  developing  BSE. 

Thin^  .  took  a  dramatic 
turn  for  the  worse  in  March  of 
last  year  when  the  Conserva¬ 
tive  Government  announced 


that  eating  BSE-infected  beef 
was  probably  the  cause  of  a 
new  strain  of  the  human 
brain  condition  Creutzfefdt- 
Jakob  disease  (CJD)  which 
has  so  far  kSM  22  people. 

In  1995  total  purchases  of 
beet  tnrfading  processed 
products,  amounted  to  £4  bfl- 
tion.  last  year,  after  the 
.  disclosure  of  the  fink  between 
BSE  and  CJD.Ifris dropped  to 
£3.1  billkm.  An  export  trade  of 
275,000  tonnes  of  beet  worth 
BMmUiqn,  t(>  a 

Hah. 

Beef  consumption/  has  re¬ 
covered  sharply  tins  year  and 
is  expected  to  reads  839,000 
.  tonnes,  up  10(1000  tonnes  on 
1996.  though  stiH  below  the 
preqbis  tevid  of  9QL000 
tonnes,  according  to  Or  Meat 
and  livestock  Commission. 
But  the  strong  pound  ,  has 
sucked  in  imports;  particular¬ 
ly  from  Ireland. 

Other  EUcutagrics,  though 
they  hare  some  cases  of  BSE. 
are  not  subject  to  any  find  on 
the  age  of  the  animals  they 
can  seu  for  human consump¬ 
tion.  This  has  been  one  of  the 
causes  of  the  prat: blockades 
this  wttfc  by  Welsh'  formers 
protesting  against  cheap  Irish 
beef. 
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By  Richard  Duce 

TWENTY-five  years  after  a 
tee”3§?  soldier  confessed  to 
murder  because  he  dreamt  of 
tne  dead  schoolgirl’s  face,  the 

Conn  of  Appeal  has  set  him 
free. 

The  conviction  of  Andrews 
Evans,  jailed  at  17  for  murder¬ 
ing  Judith  Roberts.  M.  was 
held  to  be  unsafe.  Under 
today's  criminal  evidence 
rules,  Evans’s  confessions 
would  be  inadmissible  There 
was  also  doubt  about  psychi¬ 
atric  evidence. 

.  Judith  was  battered  to  death 
near  her  home  in  Tamworth. 
Staffordshire,  in  1972.  For 
.  more  than  20  years.  Mr  Evans 
had  accepted  his  guilt  after 
being  iold  there  were  no 
grounds  for  appeal.  He  had  no 
recollection  of  the  murder  but 
told  police:  “I  keep  seeing  a 
face.  I  want  to  see  a  picture  of 
her.  1  wonder  if  I’ve  dbne  ft.” 

Mr  Evans,  who  will  receive 
expert  help  in  readjusting  to 
the  outside  world,  said  after 
the  three-minute  hearing: 
"This  verdicr  means  that  my 
long  nightmare  is  finally  over. 
For  more  than  25  years.  I  have 
been  held  responsible  for  a 
crime  1  did  not  commit  I  will' 
always  be  in  debt  to  those  who 
fought  to  bring  me  justice, 
never  doubting  my  innocence, 
and  supporting  me  through 
some  dark  times. 

“My  family  and  myself  can 
now  begin  to  be  together,  and 
start  to  heal  the  wounds 
caused  by  my  wrongful  im¬ 
prisonment.  Today  is  the  first 


step  to  a  fife  beyond  injustice^* 
He  began  a  campaign  in 
1994  to  prove  his  innocence  by 
contacting  the  organisation 
Justice.  As  a  consequence  he 
was  moved  from  an  open 
prison  to  a  high-security  jmL 
ft  was  shown  that  no  blood 
from  Judith  had  been  discov¬ 
ered  on  Mr  Evans’s  clothing 
and  that  an  unidentified  ’fin¬ 
gerprint  on  her  cyde  was  not 
his.  •  -  _  .. 

The  appeal  judges.  Lord 
Bingham  of  CornhQI,  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice,  Mr.  Justice 
Jowfttand  Mr  Justice  Douglas 
Brown,  were  critical  of  the 
original  police  inquiry.  They 
said:  “Judged  by  the  rutesnnd 
standards  of  today,  the  coir- . 
duct  of  this  investigation  by 
the  police  left  much  to  be 
desired.  The  appellant  was  not 
cautioned  as  and  when  he 
should  have  been;  hewas  not 
seat  by  a  doctor  when  he  first 
appeared  at  the  police  station 
...  he  was  not  offered  the 


6  My  family  V 
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injustice  3 

Andrew  Evaas 


assistance  of  a  solid! or.” 

But  the  judges  conceded:  “it 
seems  likely  that  the  police 
suspected  -the  appellant  of 
bong  mentally  deranged.  Out 
overall  impression  is  that  they 
treated  huh  with  sympathy 
and  understanding.” 

Lord  Justice  Bingham  said 
that  in  June  1972.  Mr  Evans 
was  serving  -at  Whittington 
Barracks,  Lichfield,  a  few 
miles  from  where  the  body 
was  found.  “He  had  an 
unsuccessful  childhood  and 
adolescence,  suffering  from 
low.  self-esteem  and  a  sense  of 
failure.”  He  had  joined  the 
Army  in  the  hope  of  proving 
himself."  •• 

Evans  was  discharged  on 
medical  grounds  after  an  asth¬ 
ma  attack  and  handed  in  his 
uniform  on  June  8,  1972,  the 
day  after  the  murder.  He  said 
on  a  questionnaire  that  he  had 
stayed  in  tile  barracks  be¬ 
tween  6pni  arid  10.30pm  on 
June  7,  naming  three  soldiers 


who,  he  said,  could  verify  that. 

In  October  1972 police  called 
at. his  grandmother’s  house  to 
ask  him  further  questions  as 
they  had  discovered  that  two 
of  the  soldiers  had  left  the 
barracks  before  June  7  and 
they  could  not  trace  the  third. 
.The  next  morning,  Mr  Evans, 
who  was  taking  a  prescribed 
.drug  for  depression,  told  his 
grandmother  that  he  was. 
going  to  the  police  station 
because  he  wanted  to  see  a 
photograph  of  the  murdered 
girt. 

Lord  Bingham  said  in  the 
written  ruling:  “He  was  obvi¬ 
ously  worried,  as  if  the  matter 
had  been  on  Ins  mind  all 
night,  and  she  was  unable  to 
reassure  him.'* 

After  telling  police  of  his 
dream,  he  was  asked  whether . 
he  had  killed  Judith.  He 
replied:  “This  is  it  —  1  don’t 
know.  Show  me  a  picture  and 
I’ll  tell  you  if  I've  seen  it" 

The  judges  held  that  origi¬ 
nal  psychiatric  testimony  that 
Mr  Evans  had  been  been 
suffering  from  amnesia  could 
not  be  relied  upon.  A  doctor 
told  thp  Court  of  Appeal  that 
Mr  Evans  has  suffered  “false 
memory”  because  of  his  ex¬ 
treme  anxiety  and  hysterical 
state. 

Staffordshire  Police  said 
that  it  did  not  intend  to  reopen 
the  case  as  ail  lines  of  inquiry 
had  been  followed.  A  spokes¬ 
man  added  that  police  had 
followed  foe  procedures  then 
in  place  “and  there  was  never 
any  question  of  misconduct  by 
any  of  those  officers". 


1972:  Vietnam,  Heath  and  Munich 


Roberts:  murdered 


WHEN  Andrew  Evans  confessed  to  murder  in  1972,  the 
Vietnam  War  was  at  its  height,  Ted  Heath  was  Prime 
Minister  and  Richard  Nixon  US  President,  and  decimal 
axrrcacy  was  only  a  year  old.  Ajnazhrg  Grace  topped  the 
charts — bat  it  provided  a  rare  moment  of  serenity  in  a 
yearseaned  by  terrorism  and  war.  ' 

Conflict  in  Northern  Ireland  was  worsening.  It  was  the 
year  of  Bloody  Sunday,  when  13  civilians  were  Idfied  during 
an  Army  dispersal  of  marchers  in  Londonderry.  The 
British  Embassy  in  Dublin  was  burned  down  and  an  1 RA 
blast  InQed  seven  at  foe  Parachute  Regiment  officers'  mess  . 
af  Aldershot  Eleven  Israeli  a&fefes  were  fulled  by  Arab 
terrorists  at  the  Olympic  Games  in  Munich.  Virtually  the 
whole  of  Britain  saffoeddei±ririfyfalackon&  because  of  a 
miners’ strike.  In  a  plane  crash  at  Staines,  near  Heathrow, 
IB  people  were  kiDed.  and  tiie  Duke  of  Windsor  died. 

Sir  John  Betjeman  became  Poet  Laureate  and 
(SKsnagocrs  Socked  to  The  Godfather.  Derby  County  were 
le^gne  Champions.  Leeds  United  lifted  the  FA  Cop  and 
Tottenham  the  Uefa  Cup. 


Evans:  confessed 
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The  artist  Zheng  Sbuang,  the  niece  of  China’s  last  emperor,  displays  one  of  her  woodcut  prints  yesterday 

Chinese  artist  tells  of  imperial  past 


By  Martin  Fletcher 
CHIEF  IRELAND  CORRESPONDENT 

THE  niece  of  China's  last  emperor  held 
court  yesterday  in  the  front  room  of  a 
lecturer’s  modest  semi  in  south  Belfast 
Zheng  Shnang,  61.  an  exponent  of  the 
ancient  Chinese  art  of  woodcut  printing 
and  distinguished  professor  at  the 


Guangzhou  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  had 
flown  in  to  give  a  lecture  at  the 
University  of  Ulster’s  School  of  Fine  and 
Applied  Arts.  Until  she  was  9,  Zheng 
Sbuang  enjoyed  a  privileged  existence 
in  Manchuria,  where  the  Japanese  had 
installed  her  unde,  Pu  Yi,  who  had  been 
deposed  as  Emperor  of  all  China  in  1912. 
as  their  puppet  ruler.  At  the  end  of  the 
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war,  Pu  was  captured  by  the  Soviet 
Army.  He  was  later*' re-educated”  by  the 
Chinese  Communists. 

The  girl  and  her  parents  spent  two 
years  walking  to  Beijing  through  the 
chaos  of  revolutionary  China.  In 
Beijing  her  mother's  relatives  took  them 
in.  and  they  lived  as  humble  citizens, 
never  speaking  about  their  past 
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Anti-depressants 
‘are  as  addictive 
as  tranquillisers’ 


ANTI-DEPRESSANT  drugs 
such  as  Prozac  could  prove  as 
addictive  as  tranquillisers 
such  as  Valium,  according  to  a 
study  published  today  by  the 
medical  consumer  group  So¬ 
cial  Audit. 

The  study  claims  there  is 
now  overwhelming  unpub¬ 
lished  evidence  of  the  riskof 
dependence  on  the  drugs,  with 
many  people  having  marked 
withdrawal  symptoms  when 
they  try  to  stop  taking  them. 
Eli  Lilly,  makers  of  Prozac, 
said  that  evidence  did  not 
support  the  idea  that  the  drug 
was  habit  forming. 

“As  doctors  have  been  led  ro 
believe  that  withdrawal  symp¬ 
toms  are  very  rare,  they  may 
yet  again  be  mistaking  the 
psychic  distress  caused  by 
drug  withdrawal  for  relapse." 
the  report  says. 

The  author.  Charles  Meda- 
war.  is  a  member  of  the  World 
Health  Organisation's  adv¬ 
isory  panel  on  drug  policies 
and  management  He  has 
long  been  a  thorn  in  the  flesh 
of  die  pharmaceutical  indus¬ 
try  and  recently  wrote  a  book 
claiming  that  almosr  every 
drug  prescribed  for  psycholog¬ 
ical  distress  is  addictive. 

"There  is  now  compelling 
evidence  that  much  of  what 
was  called  anxiety  in  the  days 
of  Valium  has  in  effect  been 
repositioned  or  relabelled  as 


Valium  is  out, 
Prozac  is  in, 
but  the  risk  of 
dependency  could 
be  as  great.  Ian 
Murray  reports 

depression,"  the  report  says. 
The  decline  in  tranquilliser 
prescribing  in  the  late  1960s 
has  been  matched  by  huge 
increases  in  anti-depressant 
use.  Then  we  were  anxious: 
now  we  are  depressed.  Valium 
out:  Prozac  in." 

There  was  a  60  per  cent  in¬ 
crease  in  anti-depressant  drug 
prescribing  from  1902  to  1996. 
"This  huge  increase  cannot  be 
explained  by  superiority  of  the 
newer  anti-depressants  over 
the  older  ones.  Ear  all  the 
hype,  the  similarities  between 
older  and  newer  antidepres¬ 
sants  are  far  greater  than  any 
differences  benvren  them,  an¬ 
other  reason  to  be  concerned 
about  dependence  risk." 

The  report,  published  in 
The  International  Journal  of 
Risk  &  Safety  in  Medicine, 
claims  that  the  drugs  have  not 
yet  been  used  long  enough  for 


anyone  to  be  confident  of 
knowing  if  there  are  any  long¬ 
term  effects. 

■  Mr  Medawar  says  the  Gov¬ 
ernment's  Medicines  Control 
Agency  (MCA)  and  the  inde¬ 
pendent  Committee  on  Safety 
of  Medicines  were  mistaken  in 
believing  there  were  no  ad¬ 
diction  problems.  He  dtes 
their  own  published  figures  on 
the  number  of  cases  of  report¬ 
ed  adverse  effects  of  the  drugs. 
These  show  S02  cases  of  with¬ 
drawal  reactions  to  paroxe¬ 
tine,  sold  as  Seroxat  by  Srnith- 
Kline  Beecham.  and  5S  cases 
involving  fluoxetine,  which  Eli 
Lilly  markets  as  Prozac. 

The  MCA  said  in  a  state¬ 
ment  last  night  that  withdraw¬ 
al  reactions  had  been  noted 
with  the  drugs,  but  there  had 
been  no  other  characteristics 
of  addiction.  Prescribes  were 
informed  of  withdrawal  reac¬ 
tions  through  a  drug  safety 
bulletin  and  appropriate 
warnings  appear  in  author¬ 
ised  product  information. 

Eli  Lilly  said  that  since  It 
was  approved  for  marketing 
in  19S6. 30  million  people  had 
taken  Prozac.  There  had  been 
6.000  scientific  publications 
addressing  its  safety  and  it 
was  shown  to  be  an  effective 
anti-depressant  well  tolerated 
by  most.  The  evidence  did  not 
support  the  idea  that  the  drug 
was  habit  forming. 


Jerome  McKenzie,  3,  has  fully  recovered  from  hmg  injuries  caused  by  smoke 


Surgeons 


breathe  new 


life  into 


smoke  boy 


EIGHTEEN  months  after 
doctors  almost  gave  Jerome 
McKenzie  up  for  dead,  the 
three-year-old  was'  guest  of 
honour  yesterday  at  die  win¬ 
ter  meeting  of  the  British 
Association  of  Plastic  Sur¬ 
geons  in  London,  where  the 
technique  which  saved  his 
life  was  explained  (lan  Mur¬ 
ray  writes). 

'  Jerome  began  to  deterio¬ 
rate  after  be  was  rescued 
from  a  fire  at  his  home  in 
Nottingham.  Inflammation 
built  up  from  the  smoke  he 
had  inhaled  and  his  lungs 
woe  unable  to  cope  with  the 
suiting  fluid. 

Then  he  was  given  the  new 
type  of  treatment  at  Glenfield 
Hospital  in  Leicester,  was  on 
tiie  mend  within  three  days 
and  now  appears  to  have 
recovered  completely. 

Hugh  Henderson,  a  con¬ 
sultant  plastic  surgeon  who  is 
part  of  the  specialist  team  at 
the  hospital,  which  leads  the 
world  in  the  technique,  told 
the  meeting  that  it  was  an 
adaptation  of  heart  bypass 
surgery.  The  blood  was 
drained  from  the  right  upper 
chamber  of  the  patient’s 
heart,  passed,  through  an 
oxygenator  and  returned  to 
the  circulation  system.  This 

nwant  Hatnagwl  hmg 

was  able  to  rest  and  recover. 


“20  years  ago  treatment  of 
people  in  this  condition  was 
all  but  hopeless,”  Mr  Hen¬ 
derson  said. 
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Oestrogen 
deficiency 
in  males 
linked  to 
sterility 

By  NjgelHawkes 

SCIENCE  EDITOR 

THE  female  hormone  oestro¬ 
gen  may  be  just  as  important 
to  men.  a  study  has  shown. 
Male  mice  denial  the  effects  of 
this  quintessentially  female 
hormone  are  infertile,  and  a 
scientist  has  suggested  the 
hormone  may  also  cause  prob¬ 
lems  for  humans. 

The  finding  raises  fresh 
fears  that  oestrogen-like  chem¬ 
icals  in  the  environment  may 
be  contributing  to  a  decline  in 
sperm  quality  in  men. 

Rex  Hess  of  the  University 
of  Illinois  and  colleagues  have 
studied  a  breed  of  mice  that 
have  had  the  gene  responsible 
for  making  oestrogen  recep¬ 
tors  removed.  The  effect  is  the 
same  as  having  no  oestrogen. 

These  mice  appear  normal 
until  puberty,  but  they  never 
become  fertile.  Dr  Hess  re¬ 
ports  in  Nature  that  this  is 
caused  by  a  disruption  in  tile 
process  by  which  sperm  is 
made.  The  cells  responsible  | 
for  making  sperm  surround  1 
them  with  a  fluid  in  order  to 
carry  them  to  the  next  stage,  , 
maturation.  At  this  point  in  a 
normal  mouse  —  and.  it  is 
postulated,  other  mammals 
including  man  —  most  of  the 
fluid  is  reabsorbed,  to  concen¬ 
trate  the  sperm.  However,  in 
the  experimental  mice  the 
fluid  builds  up,  damaging  the 
testes.  Any  sperm  mat  do 
survive  fail  to  develop, 
because  the  fluid  in  which  they 
are  dispersed  is  too  thin, 
diluting  the  factors  that  make 
the  sperm  mature. 

The  experiments  show  that 
male  mice  lacking  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  oestrogen  are  sterile. 
Oestrogens  are  present  in 
large  amounts  in  human  se¬ 
men,  so  there  is  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  they  perform  the 
same  function  there. 

The  implications  are  drawn 
out  by  Richard  Sharp  of  the 
Medical  Research  Council's 
Reproductive  Biology  Unit  in 
Edinburgh  in  a  commentary 
in  Nature.  He  says  that  there 
is  a  possibility  that  exposure 
to  oestrogen-tike  chemicals  in 
the  environment  may  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  changes  such  as 
reduced  sperm  counts  and 
testicular  cancer. 


Love  rats 
show  why 
men  are 
put  off 
passion 

By  Our  Science  Editor 

SCIENTISTS  have  discov¬ 
ered  why  it  is  that  even  the 
most  ardent  male  has  to  pause 
between  bouts  of  passion. 
Serotonin,  the  mood  chemical 
in  the  brain,  appears  to  con¬ 
trol  the  gap  between  orgasms 
...  at  least,  in  rats- 
The  finding  could  help  to 
produce  anti-depressants  that 
do  not  suppress  enjoyment  of 
sex.  Drugs  such  as  Prozac 
work  by  slowing  the  reabsorp¬ 
tion  of  serotonin  after  it  has 
been  released  from  nerve 
cells.  A  side-effect  in  some 
men  is  difficulty  in  achieving 
an  erection  or  reaching 
orgasm. 

Elaine  Hull  of  New  York 
State  University,  Buffalo,  rea¬ 
soned  that  serotonin  might 
control  the  latency  period 
between  orgasms.  But  she 
needed  to  know  in  which  part 
of  the  brain  serotonin  had 
that  effect,  she  told  New 
Scientist 

Dr  Hull  put  small  tubes 
into  various  parts  of  the 
brains  of  rats  and  observed 
bow  much  serotonin  was  pro¬ 
duced  when  they  mated.  In 
one  area,  the  lateral  hypothal¬ 
amus,  serotonin  levels  surged 
after  ejaculation,  falling  in  the 
few  minutes  before  the  rat 
was  ready  to  mate  again. 

To  confirm  the  finding  the 
team  injected  this  part  of  the  ! 
brain  with  the  drug  alapro-  1 
date,  which  works  like  Prozac 
in  slowing  re-uptake  of  seroto-  ; 
niiL  The  rats  paused  for  three 
times  as  long  between 
matings  as  did  undrugged 
rats. 

When  the  drug  was  injected 
less  than  a  millimetre  from 
the  critical  region,  it  had  no 
effect  on  mating. 

In  humans,  this  region  ties 
just  behind  the  eyes.  If  drug 
designers  could  create  com¬ 
pounds  that  avoided  effects 
on  serotonin  in  only  that 
region  —  a  difficult  task, 
admittedly  —  they  might  pro¬ 
duce  anti-depressants  with  no 
effects  on  sexual  function. 

John  Bancroft  of  the  Kinsey 
Institute  in  Bloomington,  In¬ 
diana,  said  that  naturally 
high  levels  of  serotonin  in  that 
region  may  tie  behind  some 
types  of  impotence. 


Thank  you 

"  yTvi»”‘k 

ThanlTydiP^ 

We  thank  you  sincerely  for  your  most  generous 
donations  to  St  Joseph's.  Your  gifts  have  helped  us 
to  bring  love,  comfort  and  peace  to  over  900 
terminally  ill  people  and  their  families  over  the 
past  year.  We  look  forward  to  your  continued 
friendship  and  support  in  the  future. 

ST.  JOSEPH’S  HOSPICE 

MAREgTREgC  HACKNEY.  LONDON  EB45A.  (Charil*  Rrf.  No.  2JIS23). 
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effects  of  global  warming 


GRAPHIC  evidence  of  the 
deadly  effect  of  global  wann¬ 
ing  in  a  remote  comer  of 
Central  America  has  been 
presented  to  a  world  summit 
on  dimate  control. 

Researchers  studying  some 
of  the  globe's  rarest  and  most 
spectacular  amphibians  in  the 
Monteverde  region  of  Costa 
Rica  have  discovered  that  40 
per  cent  of  species  there  have 
disappeared  during  the  1990s. 

The  findings  were  released 
yesterday  in  a  report  by 

Birdlife  International,  of 

Cambridge,  and  the  World 
Wide  Rind  for  Nature  at  the 
Kyoto  dimate  conference  in 
Japan. 

The  tosses,  which  cover  up 
to  20  species  including  colour¬ 
ful  harlequin  hogs,  have  occ¬ 
urred  at  a  time  ctf  rising 
temperatures  in  the  region. 
These  hare  pushed  the  area’s 
moist  clouds,  formed  by  trade 
winds  on  low-lying  slopes  and 
which  drift  through  the  forest 
some  100  metres  up  the 
mountain. 

The  scientists,  led  by  Alan 
Pound  of  the  Monte  Verde 
Research  Station,  believe  the 
frags  and  toads  need  the  moist 
conditions  to  survive  and  have 
been  unable  tfe  respond  to  the 
rapid  loss  of  damp  conditions 
at  the  lower  levels. 

Barnaby  Briggs  of  the  Roy¬ 
al  Society  ior  the  Protection  of 
Birds  said  yesterday  that  oth¬ 
er  species  capable  of  reading 
to  the  sudden  dimate  change 


Hie  disappearance  of 
tropical  species  has  worrying 
implications  for  Britain. 

Nick  Nuttall  reports  from  the 
International  Conference  on 
Climate  Control  in  Kyoto 


bad  confirmed  the  trend. 
Birds,  such  as  the  keef-biUed 
toucan  which  has  a.  hfagfr 
body,  yellow  breast  and  giant 
lime  green  and  red  hill,  have 
moved  ■  to  higher  altitudes  • 
during  die  past  seven  years 
along  with  other  species  such 
as  bluecrowned  motmots. 

At  least  one  amphibian 
species,  the  golden  toad,  now 
appears  extinct  as  it  was  only 
known  in  one  30  kilometre- 
square  region  in  the  reserve. 
“The  scientists  have  searched 
everywhere  but  have  been 
unable  to  find  any.  They  have 
been  very  alarmed,**  Mr 
Briggs  said. 

lizard-like  species,  called 
anoline,  are  also  reacting  to 
the  movement  of  the  clouds 
away  from  the  lower  slopes, 
like  the  birds,  these  creatures 
have  moved  100  metres  up  the 
mountain. 

John  Wilkinson,  a  biologist 
at  the  Open  University  in 
Milton  Keynes  and  a  senior 
member  of  the  task  force 
studying  declining  amphibi¬ 
ans  populations,  said  yester¬ 
day.  that  rising  temperatures 
{nought  about  by  dimate 


change  could  also  be  behind 
the  decline  of  ftogs  in  Britain. 
.  Scientists  have  found  that 
pond  temperatures  in  south¬ 
ern  England  have  been  rising. 
Mr  Wilkinsan  said  the  higher 
temperatures  meant  the  frogs 
might  be  burning  up  more  fat 
reserves  during  their  winter 
hibernation,  making  them 
less  fit  and  able  to  mate  when 
emerging  in  the  spring. 

Mr  Briggs  said  declining 
amphibian  numbers  were  a 
worldwide  phenomenon.  Var¬ 
ious  theories  have  been  ad¬ 
vanced,  including  deadly 
viruses  spread  by  toe  pet 


trade  and  toe  thinning  of  the 
ozone  layer. 

“But  the  ultraviolet  light 
from  a  thinner  ozone  layer 
cannot  penetrate  these  doud 
forests.  The  suspicion  must 
now  be  pointing  at  global 
warming  which  in  turn  may 
be  stressing  the  animals, 
making  them  more  suscepti¬ 
ble  to  disease.**  he  said. 

The  .  report  dbronides 
changes  in  behaviour  and 
population  decline  of  various 
species  across,  the  world  in 
recent  years.  A  study  of  14 
species  of  European  butter¬ 
flies  shows  that  nine  have 
shifted  their  distribution  up  to 
125  miles  northward.  “The 
general  northward  shift  indi¬ 
cates  response  to  some  large- 
scale  environmental-  change. 
A  wanning  dimate  is  most 
likely,”  says  the  report. 

The  loss  of  up  to  90  per  cent 
of  five  million  sooty  shearwa¬ 
ters  off  America's  West  Coast 


between  1987  and  1994  is 
linked  to  rising  sea  tempera¬ 
tures.  The  report  also  docu¬ 
ments  the  movement  of  alpine 
flowers  up  the  slopes  of  moun¬ 
tain  ranges,  including  the 
Alps  and  Cairngorms,  indi¬ 
cating  their  habitat  is  being 
squeezed  by  dimate  change. 

•  The  study  cranes  as  160 
nations  meet  to  try  to  agree  cn 
legally  binding  targets  for 
cutting  carbon  dioxide  emis¬ 
sions  from  power  stations, 
transport  and  other  industrial 
sources.  John  Gummer,  the 
former  Environment  Minis¬ 
ter,  renewed  his  attack  on 
America  for  failing  to  back  big 
cuts  in  emissions.  His  attack 
was  echoed  by  the  former 
Director-General  of  Japan's 
environment  agency  who  ac¬ 
cused  his  country  of  doing  too 
little. 

□  Hedgehog  numbers  in 
Britton  are  falling  by  100,000 
annually,  largely  because  of 
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global  warming,  according  to 
toe  British  Hedgehog  Preser- 
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toe  British  Hedgehog  Preser¬ 
vation  Society.  Early  springs 
caused  by  mild  weather 
prompt  hedgehogs  to  come 
out  of  hibernation  and  breed 
early.  “Then  along  comes  a 
cold  snap  and  many  of  the 
new-born  die.”  Adrian  Coles, 
the  society's  chief  executive, 
said.  He  encouraged  house¬ 
holders  to  feed  than  pet  food 
and  crushed  nuts  in  prepara¬ 
tion  for  their  winter  fast. 


The  harlequin,  frog,  now  lost  and  toe  study  area 


Tony  Blair,  page  22  The  spectacular  keel-bflied  toucan  has  been  forced  to  move  to  a  higher  altitude 
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Dinosaurs’  death 
blow  is  given 
its  vital  statistics 


By  Nigel  Hawkes,  science  editor 
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THE  dinosaurs  were  killed  by 
the  impact  on  the  Earth  of  an 
object  about  seven  to  eighr 
miles  in  diameter,  which 
carved  out  a  crater  60  miles 
across,  a  team  from  Imperial 
College  has  concluded. 

The  impaa  happened 
65  million  years  ago  in  what  is 
now  toe  Yucatan  peninsula  of 
Mexico.  But  the  evidence  of 
the  impact,  a  huge  crater,  is 
covered  by  later  sedimentary 
rocks,  and  pan  of  ir  is  under 
the  sea.  making  it  difficult  to 
work  out  just  how  big  it  was. 

A  team  led  by  Jo  Morgan 
and  Mike  Walker  of  Imperial 
College  has  used  a  technique 
developed  by  the  oil  industry 
to  provide  an  answer. 

Seismic  sound  signals  from 
deeply  buried  structures  were 
used  to  generate  a  profile.  In 
this  case,  the  team  reports  in 
Nature,  the  initial  crater  was 
about  623  miles  across. 

It  lasted  only  a  few  seconds 
or  minutes  before  materials 


slumping  down  into  it  at  the 
edges  moved  the  perimeter 
outwards.  leading  to  toe  sub¬ 
sequent  confusion.  But  the  size 
of  the  transient  crater  enables 
the  size  of  the  object  responsi¬ 
ble  to  be  worked  out. 

If  it  was  an  asteroid  it  must 
have  been  7.5  miles  across,  if  a 
comet  from  5  to  S.75  miles.  The 
team  also  calculates  that 
LL200  cubic  miles  of  material 
must  have  been  ejected  by  the 
impact,  making  a  hole  at  its 
deepest  of  about  25  miles.  The 
rim  would  have  stood  five 
miles  high. 

□  The  rapier-like  clawed  fore¬ 
arm  of  a  34ft-long  flesh-earing 
baryonyx  has  been  unearthed 
from  a  box  of  old  fossils.  Steve 
Hurt,  curator  at  toe  Isle  of 
Wight  Museum  of  Geology, 
recognised  the  dinosaur  re¬ 
mains  in  toe  box.  which  been 
handed  to  the  museum  ten 
years  ago.  It  had  been  found 
many  years  ago  on  toe  south- 
west’eoast  of  the  Isle  of  Wight. 
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10  OPERA  REPORT 

Opera  buff 
vents  ire 
at  board’s 
bungling 

By  Dalya  Alb  erg  e.  akts  correspondent 


GERALD  KAUFMAN  yester¬ 
day  presented  a  parliamenta¬ 
ry  report  on  die  Royal  Opera 
House  that  was  more  devas¬ 
tating  ihan  anyone  at  Covent 
Garden  or  the  .Arts  Council 
had  feared  possible. 

Holding  a  press  conference 
at  the  House  of  Commons,  the 
chairman  of  the  Culture  Select 
Committee  severely  criticised 
the  management,  both  past 
and  present,  saying  that  the 
ROH  is  in  a  “state  of  crisis". 

Accusing  the  chief  executi  ve, 
chairman  and  board  of  being 
unfit  to  handle  public  fi¬ 
nances.  he  attacked  their_  in¬ 
competence  in  finding 
temporary’  theatres  during  the 
’■a -year  closure.  There  was 
little  to  redeem  those  in 
charge.  "The  ROH  is  at  the 
lowest  point  in  its  lone  and 
distinguished  history."  he 
said.  Without  immediate  in¬ 
tervention.  it  had  nw  future: 
"The  board  should  dissolve 
itself  —  that  is.  resign  . . .  and 
hand  itself  over  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State." 

He  expressed  amazement 
that  an  institution  handling 
£98  million  during  the  past 
five  years  could  not  produce  a 


monthly  balance  sheet,  while 
the  Arts  Council  “seems  to 
have  expressed  no  concern  at 
this  state  nf  affairs'*.  He  ques¬ 
tioned  why  it  took  ten  months 
for  a  finance  director  to  be 
appointed.  Without  a  detailed 
breakdown  of  financial  infor¬ 
mation.  plans  for  closure 
“were  little  more  than  make- 
believe"  He  lambasted  the 
.Arts  Council's  “slackness  in 
monitoring  the  allocation  and 
expenditure”  of  lottery  funds 
“when  the  House’s  ambitions 
for  the  closure  period  lay  in 
tatters". 

Michael  Fabricam,  another 
cummirree  member,  spoke  of 
how  tight  financial  controls 
were  expected  with  smaller 
organisations,  "let  alone  one 
dealing  with  millions  of 
pounds". 

The  committee,  Mr  Kauf¬ 
man  added,  might  have  felt 
differently  if  the  public  was 
“besieging  the  doors  to  get 
tickets  at  premium  prices  . . . 
One  might  be  more  placid 
about  what's  going  on”. 
Emphasising  the  committee's 
commitment  to  subsidy  for  the 
arts,  he  expressed  concern 
about  die  mishandling  of  tax- 
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Gerald  Kaufman  at  the  Royal  Opera  House  yesterday,  after  presenting  his  damning  report.  Hesaid  the  ROH  was  in  “a  state  of  crisis” 


payers'  money:  “The  taxpayer 
has  certain  rights  in  return.’* 
He  added:  “We  are  very1  dear 
that  providing  our  recommen¬ 
dations  are  accepted,  subsidy 
as  ir  now  is  should  go  on." 

Asked  why  Mary  Allen,  the 
chief  executive,  had  been  par¬ 
ticularly  singled  out  for  criti- 
dsm.  he  emphasised  that  they 
were  concerned  only  about  the 
way  in  which  she  had  been 


appointed  —  the  way  she 
moved  from  her  position  as 
the  Arts  Council's  Secretary- 
General  without  properly  con¬ 
sulting  her  then  chairman, 
Earl  Gowrie.  “We  found  Miss 
Allen's  convoluted  explana¬ 
tion  of  her  actions  unconvinc¬ 
ing  . . .  Given  her  experience  of 
public  office.  Miss  Alien’s 
conduct  fell  seriously  below 
the  standards  to  be  expected  of 


the  principal  officer  of  a  public 
body  whose  loyalty  should 
first  and  foremost  be  to  the 
organisation  that  employs 
her." 

Asked  why  the  committee 
had  not  called  for  resignations 
from  anyone  at  the  Arts  Coun¬ 
cil  —  which  is  accused  of 
violating  its  own  conditions  in 
awarding  die  lottery  grant  — 
Mr  Kaufman  said  Lord 
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Gowrie  had  already  an¬ 
nounced  his  intention  to  re¬ 
sign  next  April:  “It  seemed 
somewhat  otiose  ,  to  consider 
Lord  Cowrie’s  position  in view 
of  die  fact  that  he  is  going 
anyhow ” 

Mr  Kaufman,  a  former 
Daily  Mirror  journalist  and 
sketch  writer  for  the  1960s 
television  show  That  Was  The 
Week  That  Wins,  is  famed  at 
Westminster  for  his  barbed 
rhetoric. 

By  die  standards  of  a  man 
who  described  Margaret 
Thatcher  as  "a  female  Musso¬ 


lini",  and  "a  20th-century  Mar 
rie  Antoinette",  the  MP  for 
Manchester  Gorton’S  condem¬ 
nation  of  Mary  Allen  seems 
almost  mealy  mouthed. 

Much  of  the  devasting  re¬ 
port  reflects  the  genuine  anger 
Mr  Kaufman,  an  opera  buff, 
feels  towards  the  ROH  man¬ 
agement  But  the  language 
bears  all  the  hallmarks  of  an 
experienced  political  street- 
fighter  who  knows  how  to 
grab  die  headlines.  He 
learned  much  as  a  speech 
writer  for  Harold  Wilson  in 
the  1960s. 


Explicit  attack 
is  a  rare  event 


By  Peter  Riddell 


SELECT  committee  reports 
very  seldom  dominate  die 
headlines  as  they  did  yester¬ 
day.  But  then  few  are  so  blunt 
in  their  critidsms.  Most  ex¬ 
press  their  worries  opaquely. 

The  contrast  is  not  just  be¬ 
cause  of  the  outspokenness 
and  vivid  language  of  Gerald 
Kaufman  chairman  of  due 
Culture  Select  Committee. 

The  real  reason  why  the 
report  on  the  Royal  Opera 
House  is  so  unusual  is 
because  of  the  composition  of 
select  committees  and  their 
normal  line  of  inquiries.  Their 
membership  reflects  the  bal¬ 
ance  of  parties  in  die  Com¬ 
mons,  so  they  now  have  a  big 
majority  of  Labour  members. - 
Even  though  committees  are 
supposed  to  be  bipartisan  in 
their  approaches,  those  party 
ties  inevitably  temper  any 
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criticisms  of  die  Government 
of  die  day.  This  produces 
more  qualified  and  equivocal 
language,  even  in  critical 
reports. 

But  politicians  do  not  fed 
such  inhibitions  wben  talking 
about  free-standing  public 
bodies  such  as  the*7  Royal 
Opera  when  the  reputation  of 
ministers  is  not  at  stake: 

Select  committees  have  sd~ 
dom  changed  policy  as  such, 
but  they  sometimes  influence 
the  broader  debate  —  as  the 
Horae  Affairs  Committee  did 
over  the  repeal  of  the  “sus” 
law  (  police  stopping  people 
on  suspicion  of  ah  offence)  in  : 
the  early  1980s  and  as  the  I 
Public  Services  Committee 
did  last  winter  on  a  new  code 
of  ministerial  accountability. 
Rare  calls  for  resignations 
usually  have  little  impart. 
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pushes 
prices  up 

By  John  Aiusox 


THE  Royal  Opera. 

House  contributes  more  to 
its  own  funding, 
through  sponsorship  and  . 
the  box  office,  than  anjr  ; 
major  house  except  for  the 
Metropolitan  in  New 
York:  opera  in  America  - 
has  always  been  a 
private  pursuit  and  there.-  -, 
are  tax  incentives,  w 
say  nothing .of  civic  pride; 
tomake  theirsyswm- 
work. 

The  low  level  of  : 
public  funding  in  Britain 
has  manifesteditsdf in  *. 
the  least  affordable  tidtet 
prices  anywhere  in  die 
world.  Even  Turkey  .  .  . 

devotes  a  higher 
proportion  of  government 
spending  to  the  arts 
than  we  do:  the  result  is  a 
fop  price  of  E3L50  far  . 
opera  in  Istanbul.  The 

comparisons  wnh 

major  houses  abroad, 
bared  on  the  latest 
figures  available:  sayhalL 
The  Opera  National  de 
Paris  gets,  at  £61  million, 
about  four  nme£the 
|  subsidy  of  the  Royal 
j  Opera  here.  Each 
company  gives ' 
i  approximately  the  .  -  . 

same  number  of  - 

performances  a  season, 
and  the  subsidy  per  teal  in 
London  works  out  ar 
about  £24  as  opposed  to 
£79  in  Paris.  Topprice . 
seats  in  Paris  are  roughly 
half  those  of  London. 

Similarly,  die  Royal 
Opera  has  to  earn  about 
twice  as  much  of  its 
income  as  the  Sfaalsoper 
in  Munich,  which  gets 
a  subsidy  per  seat  of  1 
around  £55.  because 
the  German  theatre - 
receives  £62  million  in 
state  support  compared 
with  the  Royal  Opera'S 
£15  million.  The  Met  gets 
only  about  £6  per  seat 
state  support.  The  Italian 
situation  has  always 
been  different,  with 
subsidy  in  Rome 
running  at  £350  per  seat, 
though  theTeatro 
dell’Opera  gives  about 
four  times  fewer 
performances  than  the 
Royal  Opera. Things  .  ... 
are  likely  to  change  now 
that  La  Scala  is  being  . 
parity  privatised.  Major 
businesses  there  have 
just  gained  a  40  per  cent 
holding  in  the  run-up 
to  a  new  law.  to  take  effect 
in  June  1999.  that  will 
result  in  similar  changes 
throughout  the 
country's  opera  houses. 
British  companies  will 
doubtless  be  watching 
with  interest. 


£10.000.  I  X2S.OOO- 
£24.999  1*0398 
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Virtuoso  in  vitriol  performs  his 


NO  fiasco  m  British  cultural  life  is 
complete  until  Gerald  Kaufman 
has  conducted  one  of  his  virtuoso 


J  .  «  “il  Ul  X4UU1IS 

oenunoadon.  His  Culture  Sdert 

IFports  011  "wri- 

tomd  film  industry  and  the  British 

Hbra*y  dehade  were  richly  vitriol- 
*?  “ttertainments.  But  his  aria 
about  Govern  Garden  will 
Sorely  be  judged  his  masterpiece. 

ute  the  earlier  reports,  it  com¬ 
ments  on  events  that  mostly  hap- 
Pcned  long  ago;  it  is  obnoxiously 
P®50™!  and  partial;  and  it  sug¬ 
gests  no  way  forward  beyond  the 
abkHdesque  “sack  the  lot  of 
them".  But  for  catharsis  of  nation¬ 
al  ire  and  frustration,  it  is  priceless. 
Covent  Garden  has  been  appall¬ 


ingly  ran  for  yean.  It  has  brought 
the  name  of  opera  into  disrepute, 
and  that  saddens  true  music- 
lovers.  Time  and  again  it  has  pot 
top-dass  singers  and  dancers  on 
stage,  only  to  see  the  headlines 
stolen  by  astonishing  (but  true) 
backstage  tales  of  financial  and 
planning  disasters. 

It  is  buffeted  by  vested  interests; 
rich  patrons;  Arts  Conned  bureau- 
oats;  unions:  sponsors;  superstar 
divas.  And  yet,  when  the  going  gets 
tough,  they  all  melt  away.  Nobody 
admits  culpability  for  any  disaster. 
The  one  tone  you  never  hew  at 
Covent  Garden  is  The  Backstops 
Here.  And  that  particularly  ap¬ 
plies  to  the  source  of  Covent 
Garden's  present  financial  woes: 


Gerald  Kaufman's  report  on  the 
Royal  Opera  House  shows  with 
grotesque  clarity  the  need  for  a 
wholesale  shake-up  in  arts  bodies, 
writes  Richard  Morrison 


Mr  Kaufman  desires,  which  is  the 
successful  completion  of  the  opera 
house  redevelopment  and  the 
speedy  establishment  of  sound 


The  present  Covent  Garden 
board  is  bound  up  with  the  private 
fundraising  on  which  the  bouse 


its  bungled  plans  for  its  own 
closure,  a  time-wasting  saga  of 
unrealistic  projects  and  soft- 
brained  management 
None  of  this  is  news.  But  Mr 

Kaufman  chronicles  it  in  such 
excruciating  detail,  and  embellish¬ 
es  it  with  such  a  rich  barrage  of 
insults,  that  most  readers  will 
thoroughly  sympathise  with  his 


final  Salome-like  ay  for  “beads  on 
a  platter".  He  wants  the  Covent 
Garden  board  and  chief  executive 
to  resign  forthwith,  to  be  replaced 
by  a  hard-nosed  “philistine”  ad¬ 
ministrator  (appointed  by  d»  Cul¬ 
ture  Secretary)  who  will  put  all  the- 
arty  types  in  order. 

Unfortunately,  the  result  would 
probably  be  the  reverse  of  what 


Vivien  Duffidd's  private 
that  Covent  Garden  is  continuing 
to  trade  at  present.  Unless  die 
Government  is  prepared  to  pick:  up 
the  entire  bill  for  running  a  grand 
opera  house  (which  is  politically 
inconceivable^  the  consequences  of 
Covent  Garden's  millionaire  back¬ 
ers  simply  walking  away  from 
Covent  Garden  would  be  catas¬ 
trophic.  Second,  the  new  chief 


executive,  Mary  Alloa,  has  only 
been  in  place  for  three  months, 
and  has  already  supervised  a 
ElS  million  “rescue  package’' 
raised  entirely  from  private  funds. 
She  achieved  this  without  once 
demanding  a  baH-but  from  public 
funds.  Fairness,  as  well  as  practi¬ 
cality,  suggests  that  she  be  allowed 
to  proceed  with  her  rescue  plan. 

Ms  AQen  is  given  a  roasting  in 
Mr  Kaufman's  report,  mainly  for 
her  “convoluted  explanation”  of 
the  mysterious-  circumstances  in 
which  she  got  her  Job.  Yet  he.  lets 
off,  with  hardy  a  caution,  her 
predecessor  Sir  Jeremy  Isaacs, 
who  was  nominally  in  charge  of 
Co  vent  Garden  for.  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  period  under  scrutiny. 


Thai.  too.  seems  both  odd  and 
unjust. 

What  Mr  Kaufmann’s  probing 
does  demonstrate,  with  grotesque 
clarity,  is  the  need  for  a  wholesale 
shake-up  in  the  structures  of  arts 
organisations,  of  which  Covent 
Garden  is  hut  the  most  accident- 
prone.  The  Arts  Council  is  shown 
to  have-  suspected  a  looming 
disaster,  but  never  had  the  clout  to 
demand  the  changes  necessary  to 
avert  it  The  Garden  management 
is  shown  to  have  vacillated  fatally 
between  the  whims  of  its  various 
masters,  public  and  private. 

William  Rees-Mogg,  page  22 
Leading  article*  page  23 
Britten  preview,  page  43 


EDITED  EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  REPORT 


WHO  cares  about  opera,  anyway?  Again 
and  again  wc  have  been  told  that  people  do 
not  want  (he  taxes  they  pay  to  go  towards 
funding  a  pastime  for  the  elite,  when  many 
basic  services  have  to  operate  on  tight  fi¬ 
nancial  margins.  This  report  demonstrates 
that  while  this  committee  wholeheartedly 
endorse  state  funding  of  the  arts,  the  arts 
must  not  try  the  patience  of  those  who  do 
not  share  this  committee's  view  by  overspend¬ 
ing.  running  up  inordinate  deficits,  in¬ 
volving  themselves  in  questionable  activities 


or  behaving  as  if  they  somehow  have  more 
right  to  taxpayers’  money  than  the  health  ser¬ 
vice  or  education.  We  took  oral  evidence 
in  four  acts,  with  an  interval  for  the  summer 
recess.  Among  the  witnesses  were  Chris 
Smith  MP,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Culture, 
Media  and  Sport,  Earl  Gowrie,  the  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Arts  Coundl,  Lord  Chadfingtau, 
the  chairman  of  the  Ro)od  Opera  House, 
Mary  Allen,  its  chief  executive,  and  her  two 
immediate  predecessors  Genista 
McIntosh  and  Sir  Jeremy  Isaacs. 


nmim 
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Arts  Council  even  ascertained 
that  this  state  of  affairs 
existed. 


In  September  1996  Lord 
Chadlington  succeeded  Sir 
Angus  Stirling  as  chairman  of 
the  Royal  Opera  House. 
Shortly  before  his  arrival,  the 
finance  director  had  departed: 
his  successor  did  not  take  up 
post  until  1  July  1997. 

Ms  Genista  McIntosh  took 
up  her  post  as  chief  executive 
at  the  beginning  of  January 
1997.  She  found  that  the  org¬ 
anisation  had  “grave  prob¬ 
lems,  managerially  and  in 
other  respects".  By  the  end  of 
financial  year  1996-97  the 
House  had  an  accumulated 
deficit  of  £4.7  million.  Faced 
with  the  prospect  of  insolvency 
in  late  July,  the  House  was 
only  saved  by  a  E2  million 
subvention,  the  donors  mak¬ 
ing  it  dear  that  they  would 
only  bale  the  House  out  once. 

Ms  Allen  took  up  her  pos¬ 
ition  as  chief  executive  at  the 
beginning  of  September  1997, 
by  which  time  the  Covent 
Garden  home  had  dosed  for 
redevelopment.  She  told  the 
committee  that  the  situation 
was  even  worse  than  her 
predecessor  had  suggested. 

We  requested  from  the  Roy¬ 
al  Opera  House  a  month  by 
month  balance  sheet.  Ms  Al¬ 
len  stated  that  "it  is  not 
possible  since  the  Royal  Opera 
House  has  not  in  the  past 
produced  it." 

We  regard  the  lack  of  finan¬ 
cial  information  available  to 
the  board  and  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Royal  Opera 
House  as  deplorable.  In  the 
light  of  the  fact  that  the  House 
has  received  £98  million  of 
taxpayers’  money  in  the  last 
five  years,  we  are  astonished 
that  (he  Arts  Coundl  seems  to 
have  expressed  no  concern  at 
this  stare  of  affairs.  There  is  no 
evidence  to  suggest  that  the 


jwMtt urn 


The  board  of  the  Royal  Opera 
House  is  composed  or  men 
and  women  who  are  unremu¬ 
nerated  and  seeking  to  oversee 
its  work  in  rime  "carved  out  of 
our  professional  lives".  The 
House  is  a  charity  and  so  the 
directors  are  trustees. 


Plarido  Domingo  in 
Simon  Boccanegm 

The  committee  believes  that, 
as  a  body,  the  board  of 
directors  has  fallen  severely 
short  of  standards.  In  addi¬ 
tion.  we  question  the  vigilance 
of  the  Charity  Commissioners. 


Aosiair; 


exceptions  of  Mr  Gavron  and 
Mrs  Duffield)  demonstrated 
incompetence  in  their  han¬ 
dling  of  the  closure  plans  in 
1995.  The  disastrous  misjudg- 
ments  made  then  meant  that 
the  companies  were  con¬ 
demned  to  a  nomadic  option 
which  could  have  been  avoid¬ 
ed  and  which  shows  signs  of 
being  financially  disastrous. 
The  failures  of  the  board  in 
1995  are  responsible  in  consid¬ 
erable  measure  for  the 
House's  current  crisis. 


The  Arts  Council's  own  1992 
appraisal  recommended  im¬ 
proved  management  practices 
"should  be  in  place  before  any 
increased  funding,  whether 
capital  or  revenue,  is  consid¬ 
ered".  Yet  a  capita]  grant  of 
£55  million  was  agreed.  This 
was  a  violation  by  the  Arts 
Coundl  of  conditions  which 
the  coundl  itself  had  set 
The  committee  is  concerned 
at  this  serious  shortcoming  in 
finandal  control  of  the  lottery 
grant  This  state  of  affairs  also 
raises  the  question  of  to  what 
extent  finandal  control  is  sat¬ 
isfactory  for  the  other  lottery 
grants  by  the  Arts  Coundl. 
This  matter  appears  to  be  ripe 
for  inquiry: 


In  not  satisfying  itself  that 
the  Royal  Opera  House  was 
taking  the  necessary  steps  to 
control  its  defidt  and  ensure 
its  finandal  viability  during 
the  closure,  the  Arts  Council 
did  no  service  either  to  the 
Royal  Opera  House  or  to  the 
public  purse. 


From  our  examination  of  the 
minutes  of  its  meetings,  we 
oondude  that  the  board  of  the 
Royal  Opera  House  (with  the 


“A  succession  of  opera  and  ballet  lovers  have  brought  a  great  and  valuable  institution  to  its  knees" 


came  chairman  of  the  Royal 
Opera  House  in  September 
1996,  the  organisation’s  finan¬ 
dal  position  was  already  inse¬ 
cure.  There  had  been  no 
finance  director  in  post  since 
that  spring.  All  the  preferred 
options  for  the  dosure  period 
had  fallen  through.  There  was 
a  defidt  in  1995-96  of  £3.1  mil¬ 
lion. 

For  none  of  this  can  Lord 
Chadlington  be  blamed.  How¬ 
ever,  we  are  not  convinced  of 
the  adequacy  of  his  efforts  to 


and  pubic  life.  They  were 
drawn  to  the  House  by  their 
love  of  opera  and  ballet,  their 
admiration  for  the  unques¬ 
tioned  quality  of  the  com¬ 
panies.  The  admiration 
appears  to  have  dulled  their 
critical  faculties. 


In  January  1997  Ms  Genista 
McIntosh  took'  up  the  post  of 
Chief  Executive  in  succession 
.  _  to  Sir  Jeremy  Isaacs.  She 

alleviate  the.  plight-.  In  view  o£.^.arrbted  with-  high -hopes  and 
his  criticism?  ttfthe-adequacy  -  amid  Midi  expectations.  With- 
of  financial  inforaatitto'Sha^fo^  she  had  teft  the 

finandal'  management* . Lord  -House,; and  her  replacement 
Chadljhglbn  should  have  aip^  :by.  Ms  Allen  had  been  ap¬ 
pointed  anewfmanfe director  —%iounted.~ ' -  '•  * -  •  ■ 
with  greater  urgency,  instead  Although  the  funding  agree- 

of  permitting  nearly  a  year  to  ment  beteween  the  Arts  Coun- 


When  Lord  Chadlington  be¬ 


elapse. 

We  also  believe  that  he  was 
at  fault  in  failing  to' review 
fully,  and  insist  on  revisions 
to.  the  plans  for  the  closure 
period,  a  failure  which  en¬ 
sured  that  a  fragile  finandal 
position  became  acute. 

The  Royal  Opera  House  has 
had  appointed  to  its  board  and 
its  senior  administrative  post 
men  and  women  of  consider¬ 
able  distinction  in  business 


dl  and  the  Royal  Opera  House 
stated  unequivocally  that  the 
House  r“sfibuk!  advertise  na¬ 
tionally  for  ah  vacancies  for 
senior  ‘  appointments".  Lord 
Chadlington  claimed  to  be 
anxious  to  avoid  a  repeat  of 
the  prolonged  process  preced¬ 
ing  Ms  McIntosh’s  appoint¬ 
ment.  He  therefore  argued  for 
a  new  appointment  as  a 
matter  of  urgency. 

In  Lord  Chadlntton’s  words, 


Ms  Allen’s  advice  on  this 
occasion  was  that  “it  would  be 
inappropriate  for  you  to  dis¬ 
cuss  this  matter  with'the  Arts 
CounciL  You  must  discuss  this 
matter  instead  with  .  the  De¬ 
partment  of  National  Heri¬ 
tage." 

'  Ms  AQen  justified  this  ad¬ 
vice  to  us  cxi  the  following 
grounds:  it  was  for  her  to 
broach  first  with  Lord  Gowrie 
the  possibility  of  her  own 
departure,  but  this  could  not 
be  done  immediately  because 
Ms-Mdntosh  plight  decide  ap 
continue  in  her  post  We 
found  Ms  Allen's  convoluted 
explanation  of  her  actions 
entird^runcocrincing. 

•  -She  told  Lord  Gowrie  on 
May  S  of  her  j  intention/ to 
accept  tiie  job  offer  but  re¬ 
quested  completeconfidentiaJ- 
ity  until  the  ■  offer  was 
confirmed.  Lord  Gowrie  ,tokJ 
us  that  be  was  “gSobsmaoked" 
by  this  news. 

She  should  separately,  and 
without  delay,  have  informed 
Lord  Gowrie  that  she  had 
been  asked  to  be  a  candidate 
for  the  post  Given  her 
experience. of  public  office,  Ms 
Alien’s  conduct  fell  seriously 
below  the  standards,  to  be 


expected  of  the  principal  of¬ 
ficer  of  a  public  body  whose 
loyalty  should  first  and  fore¬ 
most  be  to  the  organisation 
which  employs  her. 


Lord  Chadlington  sought  to 
arrange  a  meeting  with  the 
Secn&ary  of  State  on  May  7.  At 
the  meeting.  Lord 
Chadlington  explained  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  Ms  McIntosh’s 
departure.  He  explained  his 
intention  to  appoint  Ms  Allen 
in  her  place.  The  Secretary  of 
State  expressed  a  number  of 
concerns. 

Mr  Smith  had  been  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  for  onlyfourdays 
when  this  meeting  took  place. 
He  should  have  sought  more 
information  in  advance  about 
the  matters  to  be  raised.  There 
was  a  case  for  adjourning  or 
postponing  the  meeting  to 
satisfy  himself  of  his  own 
powers  in  relation  to  Ms 
Allen’s  appointment  and  the 
Arts  Council’s  instructions  on 
the  method  of  appointment  - 

He  should  have  consulted 
further  about  the  propriety  of 
her  departure  from  the  Arts 
Council. 


Reduction  in  seat  prices  and 
means  of  ensuring  the  widest 
possible  availability  of  lower 
price  seats  must  be  at  the  heart 
of  the  access  policy  to  be 
produced  by  the  Royal  Opera 
House  in  tiie  next  few  months. 


There  have  been  many  fail¬ 
ures  by  the  board  which  call 
into  question  the  entitlement 
of  the  current  chairman,  the 
current  chief  executive  and  the 
board  as  a  body  to  receive  and 
administer  public  money. 

The  current  board  should 
dissolve  itself,  and  the  chief 
executive  should  resign  with 
immediate  effect  The  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  for  Culture, 
Media  and  Sport  must  as¬ 
sume  overall  responsibility  for 
running  the  Royal  Opera 
Housg  during  the  closure  per¬ 
iod  and  must  be  accountable 
for  tiie  finandal  solvency  of 
the  project 

We  further  recommend  that 
the 'Secretary  of  State  should 
appoint  an  administrator  to 
take  the  place  of  the  board  and 
the  chief  executive  of  the  Roayl 
Opera  House  for  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  dosure  period. 

The  administrator  should 
have  the  right  to  consult  a 
small  number  of  advisers, 
who  could,  if  selected,  include 
members  of  tiie  current  board. 

His  or  her  mission  would, 
however,  not  be  to  realise  the 
assets  of  the  House,  but  to 
ensure  the  long-term  provi¬ 
sion  of  international  standard 
opera  and  ballet  at  Covent 
Garden- 

The  administrator  roust  be 
chosen  for  his  or  her  business 
skills;  we  would  prefer  to  see 
the  House  run  fay  a  philistine 
with  the  requisite  finandal 
acomeri  than  by  the  succes¬ 
sion  of  opera  and  ballet  lovers 
who  have  brought  a  great  and 
valuable  institution  to  its 
knees. 

Should  the  board  and  the 
chief  executive  decline  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  committee"s  recom¬ 
mendation  that  they  resign, 
we  recommend  the  Secretary 
of  State  make-dear  to  the  Arts 
Council  that  he  expects  them 
to  cease  payments  of  grant-in- 
aid  to  the  Royal  Opera  House 
forthwith. 
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Good  life 
car*  prove 
bad  move 
fo  r  city  folk 

By  Michal  x  Hornsby,  countryside  correspondent 


PEOPLE  whi  i  move  to  the 
couni  ryside  to  escape  stress 
are  fooling  ih  'emselves.  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  stu  dy  suggesting 
that  the  reality  ot  tillage  life  is 
far  removed  fra  it  its  choco¬ 
late-box  image. 

For  those  witho  ut  cars,  life 
can  be  lonely  and  is  olated  with 
little  access  to  the  se  rvicesthat 
people  in  towns  take  for 
granted,  the  Rural  Develop¬ 
ment  Commission  sa^  vs. 

Cuts  in  public  transport 
have  made  access  to  jabs, 
shops  and  the  family  doctor 
more  and  more  difficu  It.  die 
survey  of  essential  facilities  in 


Lord  Shuttieworth:  noted 
lack  of  rural  services 


the  0.000  rural  parishes  in 

England  says. 

Some  42  per  cent  were 
found  ro  have  no  permanent 
shop.  43  per  rent  had  no  post 
office.  49  , per  cent  no  school,  75 
per  cent  kio  daily  bus  service, 
83  per  cerir  no  locally:  based 
GP  and  99  per  cent  no 
jobcentre. 

Lord  Shuttieworth.  the  com¬ 
mission's  chairman..  said: 
"Many  people \living  In  rural 
areas  are  without  (services 
which  people  frj  towns  and 
dries  take  for  grafted.  And  yet 
the  number  of  daily  parishes 
without  a  daily  bus  service  has 
increased,  which  rr\  akes  it 
even  more  difficult  to  get 
services  elsewhere  .  \ 

This  is  disturbing,  when 
seen  in  the  context  iof  the 
Government's  plains  for  an 
integrated  transport  policy 
and  for  reducing  car  detpen- 
dence.  What  happe.ns  to 
people  who  cannot  easily  get 
to  their  GP.  a  food  shop  or 
indeed  a  jobcentre? 

“It  is  encouraging  to  see'  a 
small  improvement  in  nursery 
provision  and  village  halls.  . 
But  other  essential  services 
such  as  banks,  building  societ¬ 
ies  and  police  stations  — 
already  rarely  found  in  small 


Still  waters:  the  village  of  Biddestone  in  Wiltshire.  But  75  per  cent  of  rural  parishes  do  not  have  a  daily  bus  service^  the  survey  found 


parishes  —  are  now  disap¬ 
pearing  from  our  larger  vil¬ 
lages  and  market  towns." 

Hie  lack  of  services  has  not 
discouraged  a  steady  flight  of 
people  from  urban  areas  in 
search  of  the  good.  life.  The 
rural  population,  now  put  at 
II  million,  grew  by  17  per  cent 
between  1971  and  1991.  com¬ 
pared  with  a  growth  in  Eng¬ 
land  as  a  whole  of  4  per  cent 
over  the  same  period. 

Many  of  the  newcomers, 
however,  brir  tg  their  cars  with 
them,  commute  to  work  in 
towns  and  ai'e  less  reliant  on 
the  local  services  needed  by 
the  less  well-off,  the  elderly 
and  those  dependent  on  the 
i  oiral  eoonom  y  for  a  job.  The 


survey  of  rural  services  comes 
after  earlier  reports  by  the. 
Countryside  Commission  and 
the  Council  for  the  Protection 
of  Rural  England  calling  for 
curbs  on  the  growing  use  of 
cars  in  rural  areas. 

Richard  Simmonds.  the 
chairman  of  the  Countryside 
Commission,  told  a  conference 
in  October:  "In  most  country 
roads  and  lanes,  it  is  no  longer 
safe  to  walk,  cycle,  push  a 
pram  or  ride  a  horse.  The  car 
is  king  of  the  road,  and  drivers 
assume  that,  if  someone  is  in 
the  road  round  the  comer,  and 
an  accident  occurs,  not  Only 
will  drivers  be  safe  in  the 
cocoon  of  their  vehicles,  but  it 
will  be  the  non-motorist’s 


problem  for  being  there." 

Bur  the  Rural  Development 
Commission  said  yesterday 
that  taxes  and  other  measures 
to  curb  cars  would  bear  dis¬ 
proportionately  on  rural  ar¬ 
eas.  Richard  Butt,  the 
commission's  chief  executive, 
said:  "With  public  transport  in 
decline  in  the  countryside,  car 
dependency  is  an  inescapable 
fact  of  life  for  most  people 
living  there." 

The  way  to  reduce  car  use. 
he  said,  was  to  encourage  the 
provision  of  jobs  and  services 
in  villages  and  small  towns, 
and  to  improve  public  and 
community  transport 

Leading  article,  page  23 


Desire  for  a  rural  retreat  tearing  heart  out  of  villages 


By  Simon  de  Bruxelles 

THE  butcher,  the  baker  and  thie 
candlestick-maker  have  long  sine  e 
gone  out  of  business  in  Biddestone  •- 
a  picture-postcard  village  near 
Chippenham  in  Wiltshire. 

Their  memory  lives  on  in  the 
names  of  houses,  such  as  the  Old 
Bakehouse,  but  now  many  are 
occupied  by  long-distance  commut¬ 
ers.  retired  couples  and  week¬ 
enders.  The  parish  pump  still 


stands  but  the  life  that  once 
revolved  around  it  no  longer  exists, 
apart  from  in  the  memory  of  .long¬ 
time  residents  such  as  Ga'rrthi 
Jacques.  Mr  Jacques.  72.  remem¬ 
bers  Biddestone  when  it  contained 
three  shops,  two  blacksmiths,  an 
agricultural  engineer's,  two  timb>er 
yards  and  a  coal  merchants. 

The  old  pictures  he  collects  of  tl  ic 
green  and  duck  pond  show  little 
change  to  the  scene  that  now  greet  s 
visitors  to  the  two  picturesque  pub  s 


anid  the  bed-and-breakfast  estab- 
lisl  intents.  But  the  village's  last 
shop  and  post  office  shut  six 
months  ago  and  the  primary  school 
tha  t  M  r  Jacques  attended  is  to  dose 
next  summer.  He  said:  "The  shops 
are  all  just  houses  now.  I  remember 
one  where  you  could  buy  anything 
from  a  pin.  In  the  old  days  you. 
knew  who  lived  where  but  now  the 
houses  change  hands  so  often  you 
can’t  keep  trade."  Without  their 
car.  Mr  Jacques  and  Gladys,  his 


wife  of  50  years,  would  become 
virtual  prisoners  in  die  village, 
unable  to  buy  so  much  as  a 
newspaper  or  a  loaf  of  bread.  In  his 
younger  days  there  were  buses 
every  hour  and  a  half.  Today  there 
are  four  a  week  and  anyone 
wanting  to  shop  in  nearby 
Corsbam  on  market  day  has  just 
enough  time  to  buy  a  loaf  before 
jumping  bade  on  board  if  they  want 
to  get  home  thar  day. 

The  buses  also  took  more  than 


100  pupils  to  the  Church  of  England 
primary  that  adjoins  the  village 
green.  Its  numbers  are  now  down 
to  just  20  and  in  the  next  academic 
year  it  is  to  be  amalgamated  with 
three  other  village  primaries  in  a 
new  building  in  Yatton  Keynell  a 
couple  of  miles  away. 

Joan  Emms  who  ran  the  post 
office  for  23  years  decided  to  shut 
up  shop  alter  a  burglary.  Business 
had  already  been  badly  hit  by  the 
opening  of  a  Sainsbury’s  on  the 
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‘Macbeth’ 
lord  averts 
latter-day 
tragedy 
for  locals 

WHEN  Bob  and  Heidi 
Rudland  bowed  to  ecortomte 
and  dosed  Cawdor's  historic 
village  store,  it  seemed  Eke  a 
modem  tragedy  for  locals,  the 
post  office  and  shop  had 
served  people  living  on  die 
ancient  estate  .for  more  than 
150  Years. 

The  locals  learnt  yesterday, 
however,  that  die  vital  com¬ 
munity  service  had  been  saved 
by  the  bead  erf  one  of  Scot¬ 
land’s  most  ancient  titled  fam¬ 
ilies-  Lord  Cawdor.-  die  7th 
Eari  and  Z7*h  Thane  of 
Cawdor  —  one  of  the  titles  erf 
Shakespeare's  Macbeth.  — 
paid  £40.000  to  buy  the  budd¬ 
ing.  sold  by  his  late  hither  fora 
pittance  in  1976.  ■ 

The  35-year-old  lord  wfl] 
now  lease  out  the  premises  for 
y  bus  service,  the  survey  found  a  modest  rental.  That  will 

allow  new  tenants  to  continue 
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■I  its  role  in  the  heart  of  the 

community  living  on  an  estate 
managed  by  the  Cawdor  fern- 
1991  {%)  1994  {%)  ity  for  at  least  600  years, 

any  kind  -  41  42  Income  from  the  mixed 

71  70  forestry  and  farmlands  an  the 

42  43  60,000 acres  erf  land  stretching 

30  28  from  die  shores  of  the  Moray 

Ids)  53  50  Firth  to  Carrbridge  in  Strath- 

)  50  49  spey  is  ploughed  back  into 

-  —  29  maintaining  about  140  estate 

•  72  75  buildings,  Cawdor  Castle  and 

)  ?7 '  rr  the  grand  ’time-capsule'  resi- 

^  to  dence  of  Drynachan  Lodge. 

”  •  __  m  The  estate  factor.  Gordon 

or  mobile)  12  12  Robemon.  etpWmd:  “life 

9  ‘96  93  anything  else,  the  estate;  if 

93  86  sold,  would  fetch  a  very  band- 

89  92  some  price.  But  the  reality  is 

Source:  Rum!  Devdapn^  CamiMsston  .  .  that  our  estate  properties  all 

_ _ ••  »  require  a  huge  amount  of  cash 

to  preserve  and  improve.  Inrd 

•  *  "I  "1  ’  Cawdor,  as  an  architect  is 

TT"!  I  I  O  very  passionate  about  preserv- 

V  xU.Cl'fal  V  l3  -  ing  the  village's  .  historic 

buildings. 

id  outskirts  of  Chippenham.  Mrs  This  was  not  a  particularly 
$e  Emms  said:  “No  one  wanted  to  take  good  move  in  tire  short-term, 
to  ‘  h  over."  but  a  good  move  in  the  long- 

ic  According  to  the  Village  Retail  term  interests  of  Cawdor  es- 
h  Services  Association,  a  charitable  fate.  The  shop  and  the  post 
a  trust,  five  village  shops  dose  each  office  have  always  been  at  die 
a  week.  The  charity  advises  shop-  heart  of  community  life  and 
keepers  and  local  councils  and  are  particularly  valuable  to 
st  helps  to  put  together  rescue  pad;-  older  folk  and  those  who  cant 
jt  ages.  David  Fisher,  who  works  fuff  get  to  Inverness  frequently.  • 
ss  time  for  the  association,  said: .  -  "The  village  felt  strongly 
te  "Once  the  shop  doses  the  heart  can  that  they  wanted  a  sotution 
te  go  out  of  a  community."  and  we  hope  this  is  iL“ 


- 

1991  (%) 

1994  {%) 

Permanant  shop  of  any  kind  - 

41 

42 

General  store 

71 

70 

Post  office 

42 

43 

Village  hall 

30 

28 

School  (for  6-year-okls) 

53 

50 

School  (for  any  age) 

50 

49 

Pub 

.  ■  — 

29 

Dally  bus  service 

72 

75 

GP  (based  in  parish) 

84 

83 

Dentist 

91 

91 

Pharmacy  of  any  kind  . 

81 

79 

Jobcentre 

— . 

99 

Library  (permanent  or  mobile) 

12 

12 

Public  nursery 

96 

93 

Private  nursery 

93 

86 

PoBce  station 

89 

92 

outskirts  of  Chippenham.  Mrs 
Emms  said^Noone  wamed  to  take 
it  over." 

According  to  the  Village  Retail 
Services  Association,  a  charitable 
trust,  five  village  shops  dose  each 
week.  The  charity  advises  shop¬ 
keepers  and  local  councils  and 
helps  to  put  together  rescue  pack¬ 
ages.  David  Fisher,  who  works  fuff 
time  for  the  association,  said: 
"Once  the  shop  doses  the  heart  can 
go  out  of  a  community.** 
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for  up  to  ten  years 

The  Home  Secretary  has  presented  a  Bill  to  ‘give  back 
power  to  law-abiding  people’.  Stewart  Tendler  reports 


Blair  is  playing  chairman 
to  Brown’s  chief  executive 


RAPISTS  and  paedophiles 
will  be  supervised  for  up  to  ten 
years  after  leaving  prison 
under  law  and  order  legisla¬ 
tion  announced  yesterday  by 
Jack  srraw.  the  Home  Secre¬ 
tary.  Serious  violent  offenders 
will  face  a  supervision  period 
of  up  to  five  years. 

Mr  Straw  said  the  new  law 
would  allow  judges  to  extend 
sentences  to  include  a  period 
of  supervision.  If  the  offender 
broke  the  supervision  order  he 
could  that  face  penalties  in¬ 
cluding  a  return  to  jaiL 

At  present  offenders  can  be 
released  from  jail  on  parole 
after  serving  half  their  sen^ 
tences.  Once  they  have  com¬ 
pleted  three  quarters  the 
parole  ends.  The  extended 
sentences  will  be  applied  to  all 
jailed  sex  offenders  and  to 
violent  criminals  sentenced  to 
four  years  or  more.  Courts 
could  not  impose  a  total 
sentence  of  longer  than  the 
maximum  jail  sentence  for  the 
crime. 

According  to  die  Home  Of¬ 
fice.  2,400  sex  offenders  are 
convicted  each  year.  Officials 
estimate  that  about  120  each 
year  will  be  sentenced  to  the 
maximum  supervision  of  ten 
years  and  another  360  wiQ  be 
supervised  for  five  years. 
About  320  violent  offenders  a 
year  will  be  subject  to  supervi¬ 
sion  orders. 

Probation  officers  will  carry 
out  the  supervision,  and  die. 
Hume  Office  expects  that  up-to 
000  more  staff  will  be  needed 
to  cover  ail  the  new  powers  in 
the  legislation. 

The  legislation  will  also 
enable  the  police  to  ask  magis¬ 
trates  to  ban  convicted  sex 
offenders  from  areas  such  as 
playgrounds  and  the  vicinity 
of  schools.  Such  orders  will  be 
fur  up  to  five  years. 

The  new  order  and  the 


supervision-  schemes  are  'Iowa-  burden  of  proof  re-, 
among  20  proposals  set  out  in  qtrired  'm  ciwl  cases  to  edatain 


the  Government's  Crime  and. 
Disorder  Bill  published  yes¬ 
terday.  The  Bill  includes  more 
stringent  treatment  for  child 
and  teenage  offenders  and 
their  parents,  mew  radal.'of- 
fences  and  curbs  on  disruptive 
neighbours.  The  Bill  opens  tire 
way  for  the-  early  release  of 
6,000  offenders  per  year. who 
could  be  efectrtmiadiy  tagged, 
and  drug  treatment  orders  for 
another  6.250  criminals. 

Summing  up  the  legislation, 
Mr  Straw  said:  “It's  about  im¬ 
plementing  a  zero  tolerance 
strategy.  It’s  not  a  magic 
wand.  There  are  no  magic 
wands  about  dealing  with 
human  behaviour.  The  more  I 
am  able  to  make  people  fed 
safer,  the  better  it  is.  Success 
will  be  people  feeling  safer.” 

Mr  Straw  said  the  legisla¬ 
tion  did  not  mean  that  more 
offenders  would  be  jailed.  The 
measures  for  dealing  with 
young  offenders  should  even¬ 
tually  prevent  them  reaching 
the  adult  prisons.  TheBill  also 
reflected  the  frustrations  felt 
by  police,  communities  and 
local  authorities  who  were 
unable  to  deal  with  high  levels 
of  disorder,  harassment  and 
racial  attacks. 

He  said  that  the  Bill  was 
about  “giving  power  bade  to 
people  in  law-abiding  commu¬ 
nities  and  undermining  and 
disrupting  the  gangs,  the 
drugs  dealers,  the  criminal 
families  and  those  people 
whose  sport  js  baiting  their 
neighbours”. 

The  planned  anti-sodal  be¬ 
haviour  orders  will  cover  any¬ 
one  aged  10  and  over.  They 
will  be  aimed  at  offenders  who 
harass  neighbours  or  cause 
persistent -trouble  on  council 
estates.  Police  and  local  au¬ 
thorities  will  be  able  to  use  the 


THE  MAIN  POINTS 


■  Antipodal  boUgwour-ordoreto  atoppooptoriaiag^Tg  or ; 
intimidatiog  their  neighbours  ... 

■  New  court  ordare  for  tha  parents  off  cfe&iquert  chBdron 

■  Child  safety  orders  for  the  under-IOs'-flvfflbd  to  etfffe  or 
anti-social  behaviour 

■  Curtew  orders  to  keep  under-IDs  off  the  streets  at  night 

■  Abolition  of  the  OcS  incapax  rule  that  a  prosecution  must 
prove  that  a  chad  between  tan  tod  13  is  capable  of  ertme 

■  New  system  of  poBee  warnings  and  young  offender 
programmes  to  replace  catfimns 

■  Courts  to  be  abb  to  remand  chBdmn  aged  12  and  over 

direct  to  secure  accomodation  .  .  . 

■  Reparation  orders  to  make  young  offenders  apologise  to 
or  compensate  their  victims 

■  Extended  supervision  Tor  paedophtes,  rapists  and  other 
violent  offenders  afterthey  are  freed  from  ja2 

■  Orders  banning  sex  offenders  from  vulnerable  areas 

■  New  offences  ofmdafy  aggravated  offences  . 

■  Treatment  and  testing  orders  for  drug-addicted  offenders 

■  Tougher  supervision  ordere  for  offenders 


tile  restraining  orders,  and 
breaches  could  be  punished  by 
up  tofive  years  m  prison. 

If  a.  duld  is  subject  to  ah 
order,  his  parents  wul  have  to 
attend  counselling  or  parent¬ 
ing  sessions-  Anyone  whose 
children  regularly  play  truant 
will  face  parenting  orders. 

..  The  Bill  will  also  create  an 
offence  of  rad ally  aggravated 
crime.  This  will  include 
assaults,  public  order  offences 
and  harassment  The  offence 
will  be  brought  if  the  offender 
shows  hostility  to  the  victim’s 
membership,  or  assocatian 
with,  a  racial  group. 

The  widely  trailed  Bill  is 
expected  to  cost  an  extra  £40 
million  per  year  in  drug 
testing  and  £35  million  a  year 
for  the  use  of  electronic  rag¬ 
ging.  A  number  of  the  plans 


Straw  implementing  a 

2ero  tolerance  strategy 

will  be  tested  cm  pilot  schemes 
starting  in  1999. 

Yesterday  the  National 
.  Assocation  for  the  Care  and 
Resettlement  of  Offenders 
(Naao)  welcomed  the  extend¬ 
ed  supervision  for  sex  offend¬ 
ers,,  saying  tiiai  research  had 
4sbown  that  compulsory  super¬ 
vision  markedly  reduced  re¬ 
offending.  Nacro  also 
approved  of  measures  on  drug 
treatment,  tagging  and  pre- 
trial  time  limits,  but  said  that 
it  was  concerned  at  the  lower¬ 
ing  of  tiie  age  of  criminal 
responsibility  and  the  effect 
that  greater  use  of  secure 
accommodation  would  have 
ontemagers. 

The  Assocation  of  Chief 
Police  Officers  welcomed  the 
BQ1  but  said  it  feared  that 
attempts  to  speed  up  the 
ointinal  justice  system  would 
be  frustrated. 


TONY  BLAIR  has  learnt 
from  the  Bemie  Ecclestone 
affair  and  other  autumn 
squalls.  Warning  signals 
about  problems  ahead  were 
not  recognised  early  enough. 
The  Prime  Minister  now 
accepts  that  the  political  team 
should  be  integrated  more 
dosely  with  the  government 
machine.  The  informal  habits 
of  work  which  he  and  his 
colleagues  developed  in 
Opposition  will  now  be  chan¬ 
nelled  more  through  the  for¬ 
mal  Whitehall  infrastructure. 

There  is  a  balance  between 
more  ordered  derision-mak¬ 
ing  and  not  being  trapped  by 
bureaucratic  inertia  —  the 
Blair  team  has  been  keen  to 
strengthen  the  “centre”  by 
improving  coordination  be¬ 
tween  No  10  and  the  Cabinet 
Office  in  driving  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  agenda.  Pfeter  Man- 
ddson  has  become  Mr  Blair's 
short-term  problem-solver, 
while  Lord  Irvine  of  Lairg  has 
sought  to  bring  coherence 
and  direction  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment's  constitutional  agenda. 
This  has  been  linked  with  a 
further  downgrading  of  the 
Cabinet  as  even  a  residual 
decision-making  body. 


RIDDELL  ON  POLITICS 


These  trends  have  worried 
some  Whitehall  watchers. 
Professor  Peter  Hennessy 
noted  in  his  Government  and 
Opposition  lecture  at  the 
London  School  of  Economics 
on  Tuesday  that  there  are 
fashions  to  these  things. 
Nonetheless,  Mr  Blair  has 
developed  what  the  professor 
eloquently  describes  as  a 
“Napoleonic”  style  of  pre¬ 
miership.  There  are  advan¬ 
tages:  a  dear  sense  of 
priorities  and  focus  on  long¬ 
term  problems  such  as  educa¬ 
tion  standards.  But  No  10  has 
strengthened  its  control,  nota¬ 
bly  over  presentation, 
prompting  the  professor  to 
give  warning  that  “it  may  not 
be  fully  appreciated  in 
Downing  Street  even  now, 
but  such  an  absolutist  ap¬ 
proach  was  neither  desirable 
on  constitutional  grounds  nor 
realistic  in  practical  terms”. 
There  are  risks  too:  a  solo 
decision-making  centre 
means  that  the  buck  stops 
with  tiie  Prime  Minister. 

Other  Whitehall  watchers, 
such  as  Sir  Peter  Kemp  and 


David  Walker  in  today’s  New 
Statesman ,  argue  for  a  Prime 
Minister’s  Department,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Cabinet  Office’s 
policy  functions,  to  chase 
progress  across  the  machine. 
This  is  rejected  by  Professor 
Hennessy  on  the  ground  that 
we  traditionally  have  a  collec¬ 
tive  rather  than  a  single 
executive.  Cabinet  gover¬ 
nance  rather  than  an  elected 
monarch.  But  that  argument 
is  partly  lost  Even  though  the 
Government  is  highly  unlike¬ 
ly  to  set  up  a  Prime  Minister’s 
Department  as  such,  if  only 
to  avoid  charges  of  presiden- 
tialism.  it  is  moving  gradual¬ 
ly  in  that  direction. 

But  there  is  a  second  aspect 
—  the  involvement  of  minis¬ 
ters  in  collective  decision¬ 
making.  Professor  Hennessy 
believes  in  creating  a  small 
inner  cabinet  to  provide  a 
broader  overview  of  strategy, 
reinforced  by  the  full  Cabinet 
"asserting  its  powers  of  col¬ 
lective  discussion"  every 
Thursday.  Mr  Blair  relies  on 
an  inner  group  of  Gordon 
Brown,  Mr  Mandelson.  Lord 


Irvine.  John  Prescott  and 
Robin  Cook,  though  more  bi¬ 
laterally  than  collectively.  Mr 
Blair  resents  talk  that  he  has 
bypassed  the  Cabinet,  and  he 
has  so  far  been  not  quite  as 
absolutist  as  the  professor 
fears.  Bui  1  think  Mr  Blair 
underraies  the  need  to  in¬ 
volve  his  Cabinet  as  a  whole, 
nor  least  as  an  insurance 
when  the  going  gets  rough. 

An  important  qualification 
to  prime  ministerial  central¬ 
ism  also  comes  from  the 
omnipresence  of  the  Trea¬ 
sury,  taking  the  lead,  for 
example,  on  welfare  reform 
and  via  the  comprehensive 
spending  review.  Mr  Brown, 
and  Alistair  Darling.  Chief 
Secretary,  have  to  be  squared 
on  everything  that  matters  in 
Whitehall.  It  is.  as  Professor 
Hennessy  prints  out,  absurd 
constitutionally  to  talk  of 
Prime  Minister  Brown  to 
President  Blair.  But  there  is  a 
sense  in  which  the  "centre"  is 
divided  with  Mr  Blair  as 
chairman  of  new  Labour,  its 
public  face  and  "big  picture" 
man.  and  Mr  Brown  as  the 
hard-driving  chief  executive. 

Peter  Riddell 
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Glenwhatever. 

There’s  nothing  safe  about  our  single  malt.  We  offer  no  money 
back  guarantee  if  you're  not  totally  satisfied.  We're  well  aware 
that  the  uncompromising  taste  of  Laphroaig  (laTroyg)  leads 
to  extremes.  Its  pungent,  earthy  aroma  and  sweet,  heathery 
smokiness  are  just  as  likely  to  dissuade  as  they  are  to  delight. 
It's  a  gamble.  But  as  they  say  ‘nothing  ventured... same  again?’ 
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Britain  rejects 
Jewish  plea  to 
open  Allies’  files 


SMOM  WALKER 


BRITAIN  and  France  yester¬ 
day  rejected  calls  by  Jewish 
leaders  to  open  the  files  of  the 
Tripartite  Gold  Commission 
to  see  whether  the  Allies 
knowingly  restored  tainted 
gold  to  Gberated  countries. 

Britain  insisted  it  would  be 
inappropriate  to  open  the  files 
until  the  commission,  founded 
in  1946,  finally  ended  its  work. 
This  is  expected  in  the  next  few 
months.  But  the  World  Jewish 
Congress  claimed  that,  after 
the  war,  the  Allies  knowingly 
held  on  to  goW  belonging  to 
Holocaust  victims. 

The  congress  told  rhe  Nazi 
gold  conference  in  London  it 
had  uncovered  Tripartite 
Gold  Commission  documents 
which  showed  that,  by  1950,  it 
was  already  realised  that  gold 
belonging  to  individuals  had 
been  wrongly  sent  to  a  pool 
intended  only  for  national 
gold  seized  by  die  Nazis  from 
government  reserves. 

In  the  post-war  years,  gold 
from  individual  victims  was 
used  to  compensate  countries. 
There  was  a  shortfall  in  the 
national  pool  because  much  of 
the  gold  looted  from  govern¬ 
ment  reserves  was  still  in 
Swiss  banks.  Up  to  60  tonnes 
of  personal  gold  may;  have 
gone  into  the  pool,  it  was 
claimed.  It  may  have  been 
mistaken  For  government  gold 
reserves  because  the  Nazis 
melted  down  jewellery  and 
coins  into  ingots. 

The  row  blew  up  on  the 
second  day  of  rhe  41-nadon 
conference!  called  by  Robin 
Cook,  the  Foreign  Secretary. 
.America  said  it  was  happy  to 
open  all  the  archives  now,  but 
Britain  insisted  that  if  the 
details  were  public  it  would 
provoke  a  debate  which  could 
delay  distribution  of  remain¬ 
ing  funds.  All  documents  on 
the  origins  of  the  gold  were 
already  open. 

Other  arguments  also  sur¬ 
faced  during  the  dosed  ses¬ 
sions.  with  angry  exchanges 
between  Jewish  groups  and 
the  representatives  of  Croatia, 
who  claimed:  “The  Croatian 
people  fought  Nazi  invaders 
on  a  massive  scale." 

They  did  nor  mention  Cro¬ 
atia's  puppet  fascist  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  time.  Angry 
Jewish  spokesmen  said  the 


By  Adrian  Lee 
and  Michael 
Binyon  at  the 
London  talks 
on  Nazi  gold 

point  of  the  conference  was 
honesty  about  history. 

Romany  representatives 
yesterday  accused  the  Vatican 
of  taking  in  gold  shipped  there 
after  the  murder  of  some 
23,000  Gypsies  in  Croatian 
camps  during  the  war.  The 
Romany  representative  said 
that  Croatian  Catholics,  impli¬ 
cated  in  the  murders,  had  sent 
the  looted  gold  to  Rome.  He 
called  on  the  Vatican  to  open 
its  sealed  archives.  Israel  also 
demanded  that  the  Vatican 
should  appoint  independent 


Christoph  Moll,  above, 
a  former  Swiss  bank 
security  guard,  was 
locked  out  of  the  confer¬ 
ence.  Mr  Meili.  29.  re¬ 
ceived  threats  in  his 
homeland  after  reveal¬ 
ing  the  contents  of  confi¬ 
dential  documents 
which  allegedly  showed 
the  Union  Bank  of  Swit¬ 
zerland’s  links  to  prop¬ 
erty  seized  by  the  Nazis- 
He  was  subsequently 
granted  asylum  in  the 
United  States. 


researchers  and  examine  all 
its  documents  on  Jewish 
victims. 

The  spotlight  yesterday  con¬ 
tinued  to  fell  on  Switzerland, 
by  far  the  largest  conduit  for 
Nazi  gold.  The  Swiss  National 
Bank  issued  an  extraordinary 
apology  for  its  wartime 
behaviour. 

Admitting  that  it  bought 
some  279  tonnes  of  gold  from 
Germany,  Italy  and  Japan 
during  the  war,  the  bank 
insisted  its  main  objectives 
had  been  to  stabilise  the  Swiss 
franc  and  prevent  a  collapse  of 
the  country's  financial  system. 
But  it  added:  “The  SNB  finds 
it  difficult  to  understand  why 
its  management  of  the  time 
did  not  sufficiently  take  into 
account  the  moral  and  polit¬ 
ical  implications  of  their  strat¬ 
egy  of  free  convertibility  of  the 
Swiss  franc  in  a  Europe 
dominated  by  Germany." 

The  bank  had  been  aware  of 
the  risk  of  receiving  looted 
gold-  Measures  to  prevent 
such  acquisitions  had  been 
"altogether  too  half-hearted  in 
the  face  of  these  risks". 

The  bank  said  it  was  hard 
now  to  judge  the  derisions 
outside  the  historical  context 
But  it  admitted  that  it  could 
not  rule  out  the  fact  that  it  had 
bought  even  unwittingly,  gold 
originating  from  concentra¬ 
tion  camps. 

Britain  revealed  that  there 
was  heated  argument  in  the 
War  Cabinet  over  whether  all 
gold,  including  that  taken 
from  victims,  should  be  put  in 
the  pool  to  be  distributed  in 
reparations.  Sir  John  Ander¬ 
son,  then  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  argued  for  this, 
but  the  Treasury  raised  moral 
objections.  It  would  be  unac¬ 
ceptable  to  European  allies 
and  contrary  to  the  principle 
that  reparation  should  not  be 
made  from  goods  taken  from 
the  recipients  in  the  first  pla ce. 

“If  we  extaud  the  doctrine  to 
cover  gold  plainly  seen,  before 
all  the  world,  to  be  theirs,  it 
will  seem  nothing  less  than 
banditry  to  than,"  the  Trea¬ 
sury  said. 

But  the  paper  says  that  in 
subsequent  discussions  with 
the  French  and  Americans. 
British  objections  were  over¬ 
ruled. 


family  fortune 
left  out  in  cold 


Gisella  Weishauss  outside  Lancaster  House  —  “no  one  in  there  speaks  for  me” 


By  Adrian  Lee 

AN  ELDERLY  survfvorof  the 
Holocaust  who  claims  her 
family's  wealth  was  looted  by 
the  Germans  was  refused 
entry  to  the  Nazi  gold  confer¬ 
ence  yesterday. 

Gisella  Weishauss.  the  only 
member  of  a  family  of  nine  to 
escape,  spent  the  day  huddled 
against  die  cold  outside  Lan¬ 
caster  House  in  London,  as 
delegates  from  more  than  40 
nations  discussed  how  people 
like  her  should  be.  compen¬ 
sated. 

Mrs  Weishauss*  68,  was 
told  the  conference  hail  was 
fulL  She  had  flown  to  London 
from  her  home  in  New  York 
on  Tuesday,  hoping  to  be 
allowed  to  make  an  address  to 
delegates. 

.  Her  parents,  Eugene  and 
Sara,  three  brothers  and  three 
sisters  died  at  Auschwitz.  In 
all,  55  of  her  relatives  died  in 
the  Holocaust. 

“Nobody  in  there  speaks  for 
me,”  said  Mrs  Weishauss, 
who  claims  that  her  father,  a 
currency  dealer,  deposited 
gold  and  money  in  die  Union 
Bank  of  Switzerland  shortly 
before  the  occupation  ofTran- 
syivania,  then  part  of 
Hungary. 

His  name  did  not  appear 
when  the  Swiss  published  a 
list  of  dormant  accounts  held 
by  Jews  and  she  is  claiming 
damages  through  the  Ameri¬ 
can  courts. 

“Our  money  is  being  debat¬ 
ed  and  I  have  a  right  Co  know 
what  is  going  on."  she  said 
yesterday. 

Mrs  Weishauss  was  14 
when  her  family  were  round- 


CLAIMANT 


ed  up  at  their  middle-das* 
home  in  the  town  of  Sighit  At 
Auschwitz  her  parents,  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  were  told  to 
form  a  line  on  the  left.  She 
was  deemed  fit  to  work  and 
told  to  stand  on  the  right 

“I  later  found  out  that  all 
those  on  the  left  wore  taken  to 
the  crematoriums. 

"I've  always  asked  myself 
why  it  was  only  me  who 
survived.  Even  after  the  war  l 
always  dreamt  that  my  family 
would  come  home,  because 
they  had  all  been  healthy,  but 
I  never  saw  any  of  them 
again." 

After  two  months  at  the 
concentration  camp,  Mrs 
Weishauss  became  a  slave 
labourer,  working  with  other 
Jewish  women  to  buDd  an  oil 
refinery  in  Germany.  At  one 
stage  it  was  bombed  by  the 
Allies  and  150  women  died. 

Mrs  Weishauss  later 
worked  in  a  munitions  factory 
before  the  Russians  liberated 
her  on  the  Czech  border.  She 
emigrated  to  the  United  States 
in  1950,  with  her  husband, 
and  worked  as  a  seamstress  to 
help  support  their  family. 

Accompanied  by  her  lawyer 
Ed  Fagan,  who  is  represent¬ 
ing  23,000  other  people  with 
claims  and  who  was  also 
denied  entry,  she  said  of  die 
conference:  “Maybe  it  is  a 
good  thing  but  not  for  me 
standing  outside." 

But  she  would  not  leave: 
Mr  Fagan  said:  “Mrs 
Weishauss  has  endured  a  lot 
more  in  her  life  than  a  add 
winter's  day  in  London." 


PoW  money  ‘kept  from  war  machine’ 


By  Peter  Capella 

A  COMPLEX  web  of  financial  deal¬ 
ings  between  Switzerland  and  Japan 
prevented  millions  of  Swiss  francs  of 
Allied  money  paid  to  help  prisoners  of 
war  from  being  used  to  fuel  the 
Japanese  war  machine.  Swiss  officials 
attending  the  London  conference  yes¬ 
terday  rejected  reports  of  impropriety 
in  Switzerland's  role  as  a  protecting 
power  during  the  Second  World  War. 

In  a  detailed  study  of- Tokyo  and 
Berne's  wartime  economic  exchanges. 
Good  Offices  and  Good  Business, 
Michel.  Coduri,  a  Swiss  historian, 
admits  that  Switzerland  did  derive 
substantial  advantages  by  using  its 
status  as  a  protecting  power  to  obtain 


JAPAN 


repayment  of  Swiss  debts  from  1942. 
But  the  Allies  liked  the  scheme  because 
it  limited  and  delayed  the  amount  of 
Swiss  francs,  the  only  currency  inter¬ 
nationally  acceptable  at  the  time  for 
arms  and  raw  materials  purchases, 
that  would  fall  into  enemy  hands. 

“As  a  result  the  Allies  were  not 
placed  in  the  position  of  financing  the 
Japanese  war  -  effort  to  help  then- 
nationals."  Mr  Coduri  says.  Britain 
and  the  United  States  were  in  offset 
paying  Japan  through  Switzerland  for 
care  and  supplies  provided  to  prison¬ 
ers  of  war.  The  study  estimates  that  the 
scheme  stopped  Tokyo  obtaining  at 


least  36  million  Swiss  francs  of 
exchangable  currency  at  the  time, 
equivalent  to  about  £142  million  today. 
It  indicates  that  Allied  funds  were  not 
diverted  from  helping  up  to  200.000 
British.  American  and  Dutch  prison¬ 
ers  in  Japanese-occupied  Asia.  But  the 
mandate  was  complicated  because 
Tokyo  did  not  accept  the  Geneva 
•  Conventions. 

From  1942  the  Allies  transferred  gold 
to  the  Swiss  in  a  blocked  deposit  in 
Canada  that  oould  only  be  touched 
after  .the  war.  The  funds  were  then 
■used  by  the  Swiss  to  pay  Japan  for 
supplies  and  care  for  Allied  prisoners 
.  in  tire  Far  East  But  instead  of  receiving 
T  direct  transfers  of  Swiss^  francs  Tokyo 
accepted  payment  in  the  form  of  a 


waiver  on  the  equivalent  amount  of 
debts  owed  to  Swiss  creditors. 

In-  1943.  however,' Japan  began  to 
impose  prohibitive  exchange  rates  in 
areas  under  its  control  to  obtain  at  least 
seven  times  more  Swiss  francs  than  the 
market  rate  would  allow. 

It  also  demanded  direct  transfers 
from  Switzerland,  forcing  a  compro¬ 
mise  clearing  agreement  by  August 
1944.  Two  thirds  of  the  fends  were 
provided  by  Britain. 

The  Swiss  claim  that  the  clearing 
arrangement  helped  the  Allies  to  halve 
■the -losses  imposed  by  exchange  con- 
.;4rols  and  ramjitint  inflation  in  the  Far 
East  although  Swiss  creditors  did 
obtain  about  4.7  million  Swiss  francs  at 
the  time. 


Perfect  for  Christmas 

unbeatable 

for 


HOME  LEISURE  PUJS  SYSTEM 


Intel  200MHz  Pentium"  Processor 
with  MMX™  technology 
32MB  EDO  RAM 
4.2GB  UDMA  IDE  Hard  Disk  Drive 
15*  SVGA  Colour  Monitor  • 

4MB  3-D  Graphics  Card  - 
24  speed  Max  CD  ROM 
Wavetabie  32  Soundcard 
180  Watt  PMPO  Speakers 
56Kbps  Voice  FatfModem . 

Canon  BJC  250  Colour  Printer 


PAY  NOTHING  UNTIL 
OCTOBER  1998 
NOT  EVEN  A  DEPOSIT 


— —  .  ■aWMENTEXAMHC 
homi  insure  ms  system 

MGSSBAVs.'gZiS 

BBtifraanttgiHBit 

nnjsu  eMn  un  raqaest  rum  safari  ta 
jtaov  -  ■  . 


•  Joystick 

•  Over  £700  of  Microsoft  and 
other  Software  _ 

•  Windows  '95 

£1099. 

E1291H 


PC  '97  CERTIFIED 


PCs  a?:!iG!?  B It 
compa&eie  veiti* 
present  3>?d 
soiivfare  £  fcsnfr/aie. 
Net c!i  P Csars... 

L-e  su'e  !.c  chetS  first 


UNLIKE  SOME 
At  l  T ?NY  "Op 
A=fF  PC  97 
CERCfffD 


ALTRINCHAM" 

BELFAST* 

BIRMINGHAM' 

BOLTON* 

.  BRIGHTON* 
BRISTOL' 
BROMLEY* 
CAMBWDOT 
CANTERBURY* 
CARDW 
CHELMSFORD* 
CHESTER*  - 
COVENTRY* 
CRAWLEY*  : 
CROYDON*-' 
EALING*  -  . 

:  EDWBURGH* 

..  ■EXETER* 

-  GLASGOW- 

GLDUCBTB*. 

QUUDF0RD* 

HUOOERSREIir 

ILFORD* 

IPSWICH* 

KINGSTON* 


LAKESIDE* 
LEEDS* 
LEICESTER* 
LIVERPOOL* 
LINCOLN* 
LONDON W1 
LONDON  SW10 
LONDON  EC2 
MANCHESTER* 
MEADOWHALL* 

-SJLBTOJ) 

NEWCASTLE* 

NORTHAMPTON* 

NORWICH* 

NOTTINGHAM* 

oafcowr 

J0H* 


SOUHWI* 
SOUTHAMPTON" ' 
STOKE' 

TUNBRIDGE  WELLS’ 
WATFORD* 
WQU6HMATOT 

■Showrooms 
ope#  Sundays 


Selected  stores  now  open  until  1 0.30pm. 

Offer  runs  from  4.12.97  to  12.01.98  inclusive. 

Pri0Bf  correct  at  time  of  going  to  pews.  Single  bottle  price  of  Jacob's  Creek  Oordonnqr  £4.99  and  angta  battle  price  of  RiesSng  £3.99. 
•  Available  »  ew  IBs  only.  Offer  subject  to  awRabiliiy.  No  forfar  dscounts  apply  inducing rfarthokfer'*  dscouna 


OTHER  SYSTEMS 
START  FROM 

£669 


THE  BIGGEST  PC  MANUFACTURER  IN  THE  HIGH  STRKT 

■"8BSK 0800731 9372 

TWY  COMPUTERS  LIMITED,  RBMU  BUSINESS  BARK,  BONEHURST  BOAD,  5A1KMDS. 

m  i.-HHirin,-.  .n  i _ ,  MX01MHS514.  wwwdfnyamiuoLufc 

** *aaMi on aaast E&QE. InM tnsiQe Ipprt ftntmw i^cwart  ***—  — --ItZZ -  --- 


NOW  OPEN  IN  LAKESIDE 


5YB. 


cWS*6 


f  ! 


i  { 


<# , 


i 

;  I 

'  i 


:  | 
:  i 

I  T 


!  ’  i 

.  _i 

.  .1 


!  5 ! 


,  f  t 


li 


!  h 

I  -i 


:  < 


r ; 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  4 1997 


0 


L\ 


tit 


‘  I 


OVERSEAS  NEWS  15  | 


Papon  ‘lied’  about  saving  130  Jews  from  Nazi  gas  chambers 


Papon:  medical  tests 


From  Ben  Macintyke 

IN  PARIS 

Maurice  Papon's  claims  to 

have  saved  130  Jews  from  Naa  gas 
chambers  were  a  lie,  a  French 
newspaper  claimed  yesterday.  Tie 
people  he  rescued  were  Roman 
Catholics  who  had  been  wrongly 
classified  as  Jewish  under  racist 
wartime  laws,  liberation  reported. 

M  Papon.  87,  a  former  bureau¬ 
crat  in  the  collaborationist  Vichy 
regime,  is  on  trial  in  Bordeaux  for 


allegedly  ordering  the  deportation 
of  more  than  1,500 Jews  during  the 
Second  World  War.  Last  month, 
just  before  the  trial  was  suspended, 
due  to  M  Papon's  ill-health,  the 

accused  man  claimed  to  have 
struck  out  the  names  of  130  Jews 
from  deportation  lists.  Liberation 
subsequently  traced  the  named 
individuals  and  found  that  almost 
all  of  those  dted  by  M  Papon  were 
actually  Catholics. 

“All  he  did  was  consistently 
apply  die  racist  laws  of  Vichy. 


sorting  out  'Aryans'  and  Jews, 
condemning  the  latter  to  deporta¬ 
tion  but  'saving*  Catholics  who  the 
Germans  never  had  any  intention 
of  deporting.”  the  newspaper  re¬ 
ported,  beneath  the  front-page 
headline  “Papon's  Lie*.  Of  the 
people  tracked  down  and  identified 
by  Liberation  from  M  Papon's  list 
only  one  was  definitely  Jewish,  the 
wife  of  a  Catholic  who  was  to  be  a 
dose  friend  of  a  senior  Vichy 
offidal. 

Most  of  those  M  Papon  claimed 


to  have  helped  were  registered  as 
Jews  under  Vkhy  laws  banning 
Jewish  people  from  various  profes¬ 
sions.  They  were  allegedly  saved, 
not  by  M  Papon's  goodness  of 
heart,  but  because  they  had  been 
able  to  provide  evidence  showing 
they  or  their  forebears  had  been 
baptised. 

Many  were  Catholic  women 
married  to  Jews  who  had  already 
been  arrested.  M  Papon’s  lawyers, 
yesterday  continued  to  insist  that 
he  had  played  a  heroic  role  in 


protecting  people  from  the  Nazi 
Holocaust,  but  liberation  argued 
that  the  former  Secretary  General 
of  the  Gironde  region  had  spent 
months  investigating  the  racial 
origins  of  people  registered  as  Jews 
in  Bordeaux  who  claimed  they 
were  not.  .  . 

Some  Catholics  were  allegedly 
sent  to  Auschwitz  because  M 
Papon  had  Hailed  to  make  a  ruling 
on  whether  they  should  be  reclassi¬ 
fied  as  Aryans,  liberation  said  that 
M  Papon  had  only  removed  names 


from  the  lists  of  deportees  on  the 
orders  of  his  bosses  once  their 
appeals  against  being  classed  as 
Jewish  had  been  heard.  “It  seems 
that  Papon  himself  took  no  initia¬ 
tive  to  erase  them  from  the  list."  the 
taper  reported. 

The  trial  is  due  to  resume  today 
after  a  break  of  16  days  during 
which  M  Papon  was  treated  in 
hospital  for  double  pneumonia.  He 
will  undergo  further  medical  tests 
this  morning  to  establish  whether 
proceedings  can  resume. 


Yeltsin  arms  cut 
catches  military 
aides  off  guard 

By  Robin  Lodge  in  Moscow  and  Michael  Evans,  defence  correspondent 


REUTBIS 


PRESIDENT  Yeltsin  an¬ 
nounced  yesterday  that  he 
planned  to  cut  Russian 
ground  and  naval  forces  by  40 
per  cent  from  January  1. 1909. 

His  declaration,  during  a 
state  visit  to  Sweden,  took 
Nato  and  his  own  Govern¬ 
ment  by  surprise.  Yevgeni 
Primakov,  the  Russian  For¬ 
eign  Minister  who  is  with  him 
in  Sweden,  hastily  explained 
that  the  cuts  would  be  made 
only  in  the  northwest  region. 

In  Brussels,  where  he  was 
meeting  his  Nato  counter¬ 
parts,  General  Igor  Sergeyev, 
tile  Russian  Defence  Minister, 
said  there  would  be  “drastic" 
cuts  in  the  Leningrad  and 
Kaliningrad  military  districts, 
and  in  the  Northern  and  Baltic 
fleets. 

He  said:  “This  is  a  very 
stable  region  where  we  can  go 
for  drastic  reductions."  At 


present,  the  Kaliningrad  dis¬ 
trict.  located  in  the  geographi¬ 
cally  sensitive  Baltic  region, 
consists  of  about  19,000  Rus¬ 
sian  troops.  The  Leningrad 
military  district  has  63.400 
troops. 

The  Northern  Fleet,  which 
is  based  at  Severomorsk,  has 
73  submarines,  including  IS 
ballistic  missile  boats.  43  prin¬ 
cipal  surface  warships  and 
more  than  100  combat  air¬ 
craft.  according  to  The  Mili¬ 
tary  Balance,  produced  by  the 
London-based  International 
Institute  of  Strategic  Studies. 

The  Baltic  Fleet  with  head¬ 
quarters  in  Kaliningrad,  has 
six  submarines,  about  32  prin¬ 
cipal  surface  warships  and 
nearly  100  combat  aircraft. 

Mr  Yeltsin's  announcement 
was  tiie  second  surprise  to 
emerge  during  his  visit  to 
Sweden.  Earlier  this  week  he 


US  in  dispute  over 
Russian  warheads 


By  Michael  Evans 


THE  American  and  Russian 
defence  ministers  were  in 
dispute  yesterday  over  the  size 
and  safekeeping  of  Russia’s 
tactical  nudear  missiles. 

William  Cohen,  the  US 
Defence  Secretary,  told  Nato 
defence  ministers  in  Brussels 
that  there  was  growing  con¬ 
cern  over  the  lade,  of  detailed 
information  on  the  where¬ 
abouts  of  the  estimated  8.000- 
16.000  tactical  nudear  war¬ 
heads  hdd  in  Russian  storage 
centres. 

Mr  Cohen  said  he  had 
received  a  “pessimistic"  brief¬ 
ing  from  the  US  Defence 
Intelligence  Agency  about  the 
safeguards  for  the  tactical 
nudear  systems.  This  con¬ 
trasted.  tie  said,  with  the 
safety  and  control  measures 
carried  out  to  protect  Russia's 
strategic  rocket  forces. 

Aleksandr  Lebed,  the  for¬ 


mer  Russian  security  duet 
recently  claimed  that  a  num¬ 
ber  of  “suitcase"  nudear 
bombs,  developed  for  sabo¬ 
tage  missions  in  war,  had 
gone  missing. 

Yesterday  General  Igor 
Sergeyev,  the  Russian  De¬ 
fence  Minister,  insisted  that 
the  missiles  were  in  safe 
hands.  Speaking  at  Nato 
headquarters  in  Brussels 
where  he  met  his  counterparts 
in  the  alliance.  General 
Sergeyev  said  he  was  happy 
to  hear  the  US  was  impressed 
by  security  measures  for  stra¬ 
tegic  missiles. 

□  Moscow:  Russia  yester¬ 
day  began  destroying  a  new 
botch  of  submarine4aunched 
ballistic  missiles  in  the  Ba¬ 
rents  Sea  The  move  was  in 
line  with  the  Start  I  arms 
reduction  treaty  which  came 
into  effect  in  1994.  (AFP) 


declared  that  Russia  would 
unilaterally  reduce  its  nudear 
warheads  by  one  third.  Rus¬ 
sian  officials  tried  to  explain 
that  such  cuts  were  not  immi¬ 
nent  and  that  the  Russian 
leader  was  merely  expressing 
the  general  desire  to  go  be¬ 
yond  five  reductions  already 
agreed  with  the  United  States. 
One  official  said  Mr  Yeitsin 
was  feeling  “a  little  tired". 

Any  speculation  that  the 
declaration  on  nuclear  cuts 
was  the  result  of  over-enthusi¬ 
astic  acceptance  of  Swedish 
hospitality  was  dampened  by 
the  second  announcement, 
made  in  the  sober  light  of  a 
Stockholm  winter  morning. 
But  it  caused  no  less  conster¬ 
nation  among  Mr  Yeltsin's 
entourage. 

While  the  rapid  diplomatic 
reaction  by  Russian  officials 
may  have  helped  dear  the  air 
for  the  time  being,  the  overall 
impression  left  by  Mr  Yeltsin's 
exuberance  is  that  he  may  no 
longer  be  fully  in  touch  with 
the  realities  of  politics.  It  will 
also  have  renewed  speculation 
about  his  health  and  drinking 
habits. 

Mr  Yeltsin  has  been  trying 
to  use  his  time  in  Sweden  to 
improve  Moscow’s  delicate  re¬ 
lations  with  the  Baltic  region 
and  to  build  up  confidence 
over  security  issues. 

He  has  also  been  trying  to 
revive  his  proposal  ear  her  this 
year  for  Russia  to  provide 
security  guarantees  to  the 
three  Baltic  states  of  Lithua¬ 
nia.  Latvia  and  Estonia  and 
thus  dissuade  them  from  join¬ 
ing  Nato. 

□  Military  tics:  Under  a  bilat¬ 
eral  agreement  agreed  be¬ 
tween  the  US  and  Russia, 
announced  in  Brussels  yester¬ 
day.  William  Cohen,  the  US 
Defence  Secretary,  and  Gen¬ 
eral  Sergeyev  said  exchange 
visits  would  be  arranged  be¬ 
tween  Moscow  and  Washing¬ 
ton  next  year.  There  will  also 
be  stranger  ties  between  the 
US  National  Defence  Univer¬ 
sity  and  the  Russian  miliiaiy 
staff  academy. 
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The  Estonia,  which  capsized  and  sank  within  minutes 


Crew  share  blame 
in  ‘Estonia’  sinking 

By  Arthur  Leathley,  transport  correspondent 


The  57-tonne  bow  door  which  sheared  off  from  the  Estonia,  bang  salvaged  in  1994 


FASTER  action  by  the  crew 
of  the  Estonia  ferry  could 
have  saved  some  of.  the  852 
lives  lost  when  the  vessel 
sank  within  minutes  of  her 
bow  doors  breaking  open,  an 
official  report  concluded  yes¬ 
terday. 

.The  long-awaited  report 
into  the  worst  post-war  mari¬ 
time  disaster  blamed  techni¬ 
cal  foams  for  the  sinking, 
but  said  the  crew  could  have 
done  more  to  save  the  15598- 
tonne  Swedish-owned  ship. 

The  Estonia  sank  within 
35  minutes  when  the  bow 
doors  broke  open  under  the 
weight  of  huge  waves  buffet¬ 
ing  the  rollon  roll-off  car 
and  passenger  ferry  off  the 
Finnish  coast  in  September. 
1994. 

The  report  fry  a  three- 
nation  commission,  said  the 
main  factor  behind  the  sink¬ 
ing  was  weak  locking  of  die 
ferry’s  bow  and  other  design 
faults.  The  maritime  experts 
from  Sweden.  Finland  and 
Estonia  also  blamed  the  crew 


for  foiling  to  cut  speed  as  soon 
as  the  problem  was  noticed, 
and  for  poor  communication 
during  the  chaotic  moments 
that  followed. 

The  Estonia  was  sailing  in 
rough  seas  at  midnight  when 
she  started  taking  water  and 
capsized,  trapping  most  pas¬ 
sengers  inside.  The  ferry  sank 
within  minutes. 

The  report  said  the  trouble 
was  aggravated  by  the  fart  that 
the  vessel,  sailing  from  Tallinn 
to  Stockholm,  turned  towards 
the  wind  in  20ft  waves,  speed¬ 
ing  the  flooding  of  the  car  and 
accommodation  decks.  Only 
137  people  survived  the 
disaster:  94  more  managed  to 
leave  the  ship,  only  to  die  in 
tiie  freezing  water. 

The  findings,  which  follow 
bitter  wrangling  between 
members  of  the  commission, 
were  dismissed  as  “worthless" 
by  the  Estonia's  German  man¬ 
ufacturer.  which  said  “the  real 
fads  have  been  omitted, 
played  down  or  totally 
igpiorcd". 
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Today  the  growth  industry  in  Cambodia 

isn’t  fashion. It's  prosthetics. 

The  country  has  around  20,000 
amputees  from  a  population  of  just  fiL5 
.mflKno.Hns  means  one  amputee  for  every 
236  people  (compared  to  a  figure  of  one 
for  every  22,000  people  in  America). 

So  why  is  the  situation  in  Cambodia 
so  bad? 

The  country  has  suffered  from  aril 
unrest  for  many  years.  But  the  real  villain 
of  the  piece  isn't  so  much  the  war,  as  the 
weapons. 

Cambodia  is  literally  being  crippled 
by  anti-personnel  landmines.. 

They  are  an  incredibly  cheap  form  of 
warfare  (costing  as  little  as  3  US  dollars 


each).  So  to  seize  some  tactical  advantage 
combatants  dank  nothing  of.  deploying 
scores  ofthese  weapons. 

In  a  single  1km  stretch  of  road  in  ' 
Cambodia  6,000  landmines  were  found.  : 

They  are  also  deployed  witir  scant 
regard  for  the  indigenous  population.  ' 

It  is  the  men,  women  arid  children  out 
-working  the  fields  who  are  most  likely  to'. 
faO  victim  to  these  hidden  loflers-  ■ 

And  in  an  agricultural  society  where 
muscle  power  means  survival,  the  kiss  of  a 
limb  can  have  repercussions  far  beyond  the 
physical  disability.  "  ■ 

Take  just  one  of  Gnhodii^rictim& 
Chhea.  Veou  was  19  when  she  hist  a  leg 
walking  to  harvest  rice  in  a  paildy. 


.  .  *T  cannot  earn  money  because  no  one 
-  vriO  employ  me.  T  wanted  to  have  chaldron. 
But  no-one  will  marry  me  because  I  don’t 
hovealegv”  .  .  _ 

And  so-  she;  is  forced  to  follow  the 
dangerous  paths  into  the  rice  fields  at  harvest 
tune.  She  shrugs.  “WEs*  else  can  I  do?” 

Iris  because  ©f  Chhea,  and  thousands 
fikr  her,  that  the  Red  Cross  is  urgently 
seeking  your  help- The  carnage  must  end. 

Tof  further  information  .please 
01712015060. 


British  Red  Cross 

Cmzing  tor  people  In  crtMts 
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Ezra  Pound  salutes  Italy  on  his  return  in  1^ 

Pound  was  ‘sane 
and  unashamed’ 
Fascist  to  last 

The  pro-Fasrist  "con-  Confession. 

fession”  made  by  the  _ - 

great  American  poet 


The  pro-Fascist  "con¬ 
fession"  made  by  the 
great  American  pcwt 
Ezra  Pound  at  the  end  of  the 
Second  World  War  has  been 
published  for  the  first  time, 
depicting  in  clear  temis  his 
unrepentant  hatred  of  Amer¬ 
ica's  wartime  leaders  and 
fervent  admiration  for  Beni¬ 
to  Mussolini,  the  Italian 
Fascist  dictator. 

In  the  statement.  Pound, 
one  of  the  giants  of  20th- 
century  literature,  accused 
President  Roosevelt  and  the 
“international  Financiers 
who  backed  him"  of  drag¬ 
ging  the  US  into  the  war. 

Ironically,  in  view  of  his 
own  subsequent  incarcera¬ 
tion  in  an  asylum,  the  poet 
described  Roosevelt  as  a 
suitable  case  for  psychiatric 
treatment.  He  said  he  found 
the  British  Empire  “disgust¬ 
ing"  and  believed  Britain 
and  the  US  had  mistakenly 
opposed  Fascism  because 
they  were  in  the  hands  of  "a 
conspiracy  of  bankers".  But 
he  believed  he  had  "never 
done  anything  to  harm"  his 
native  country. 

Bom  in  Idaho.  Pound 
spent  mast  of  his  life  in  Italy, 
settling  in  Rapallo  in  1924. 
He  made  hundreds  of  radio 
broadcasts  for  the  Mussolini 
regime.  Arrested  by  US 
forces  as  Nazism  and  Fas¬ 
cism  crumbled,  he  was  im¬ 
prisoned  in  a  camp  at  Pisa 
until  his  health  deteriorated 
and  he  was  transferred  to  a 
prison  hospital. 

He  told  his  interrogators 
that  he  fully  expected  to  be 
tried  in  America  for  treason, 
but  in  fact  he  was  declared 
“insane  and  mentally  unfit 
for  trial".  He  spoil  12  years 
in  a  psychiatric  hospital  in 


Confession. 
shows  poet 
unrepentant 

Richard  Owen 

writes 


Washington,  and  returned 
to  Italy'  in  I95S,  dying  in 
Venice  ip  1972. 

Yet  a  pan  from  occasional 
confusion  over  dates,  the 
“confession"  —  published  in 
L'Espresso  magazine  — 
shows  no  sign  of  insanity. 
Instead  it  shows  that  ftrnnd 
gave  a  lurid  and  cogent 
account  of  his  services  to 
Italian  Fascism  in  a  calm 
and  defiant  tone. 

His  “confession",  consist¬ 
ing  of  six  doseh-typed  pages 
dated  May  7. 1945.  was  made 
in  Genoa  to  Ramon 
ArrizabaJaga,  of  the  Counter 
Intelligence  Corps,  die 
counier-espionage  arm  of 
the  US  Army,  and  Frank  L 
Amprim.  of  the  FBI. 

In  it  Pbund  said  he  did 
not  regret  comparing 
Mussolini  to  Thomas 
Jefferson  in  1935.  or  offering 
in  1940  to  broadcast  in 
English  on  Mussolini’s 
“great  and  important  work". 
He  broadcast  for  three  years 
for  both  Rome  and  Berlin, 
until  Mussolini's  overthrow. 

Maty’  De  *  Rachewiltz. 
Pound’s  daughter,  who  still 
lives  in  Italy,  said  the  "con¬ 
fession"  showed  that  her 
father  had  been  “extremely 
candid”  but  also  that  hie 
"never  fell  he  was  at  fault". 


From  Christopher  Walker 
IN  JERUSALEM 

SHIN  BET.  Israel’S  eqifiva- 
tenj  of  MI5.  is  to  review 
security  vetting  procedures 
after  the  Rime  Minister's 
former  hairdresser  was  found 
shot  dead. 

David  Afuta.  3S,  the  celebri¬ 
ty  hairdresser  and  his  23-year- 
old  girlfriend  Anal  Elimelech, 
one  of  Israel’s  tap  models, 
were  found  dead  in  their  flat  in 
one  of  Jerusalem’s  smartest 
districts  on  Tuesday.  He  had 
two  bullet  holes  in  his  chest 
fired  from  Ids  licensed  Spring- 
field  .45  handgun.  Ms  Elime¬ 
lech  had  one  similar  wound. 

“This  is  dearly  a  case  of 
murder-suicide,  but  it  is  not 
dear  who  did  the  shooting,” 
said  Yair  Yitzhaki,  police  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Jerusalem  dis¬ 
trict.  Yesterday,  after  post¬ 
mortem  examinations,  Israel 
Radio  reported  “the  initial 
conclusion  is  that  she  shot  him 
then  shot  herself". 

Until  two  weeks  ago.  Mr 
Afuta  was  one  of  the  most 
regular  visitors  to  the  heavily 
guarded  residence  of 
Binyamin  Netanyahu  where 
he  cut  the  hair  of  Prime 
Minister  and  his  wife  Sara,  as 
well  as  their  two  young 
children. 

“He  said  it  was  too  hard  for 
him  to  pick  up  every  day  and 
go  and  give  them  a  haircut,” 
said  Isaac  Nahemias,  a  dose 
friend  of  the  couple,  explain¬ 
ing  why  Mr  Afuta  had  given 
up  die  job.  “Also,  he  was 
having  problems  with  AnaL" 

The  Tel  Aviv  daily  Haaretz 
reported  that  Shin  Bet,  which 
has  mounted  one  of  the 
world's  tightest  VIP  protection 
operations  around  successive 
Israeli  Prime  Ministers  since 
the  assassination  of  Yitzhak 


David  Afuta.  the  Israeli  Prime  Minister's  former  hairdresser,  and  Anal  Elimelech  who  were  found  shot  dead  at  home 


Rabin  in  1995,  planned  to 
investigate  whether  it  had 
erred  in  allowing  Mr  Afuta 
such  unfettered  access. 

Both  Mr  Netanyahu  and  his 
wife  expressed  shock  at  the 
bizarre  deaths  which  for  24 
hours  dominated  an  Israeli 
press.  TV  and  radio  normally 
preoccupied  with  military  or 
terrorist  rather  than  domestic 
violence. 

“I  am  absolutely  stunned 
and  shocked,"  Mrs  Netan¬ 


yahu  said.  “I  still  cannot 
believe  that  this  tragedy  hap¬ 
pened.  I  think  that  disagree¬ 
ment.  of  all  types,  should  be 
strived  through  discussion . . . 
David  was  a  good  hairdresser, 
a  very  pleasant  and  nice  man 
who  loved  life.  He  had  two 
kids  and  this  is  simply  an 
awful  tragedy.” 

Family  and  friends  said  that 
the  couple,  who  had  been 
together  for  six  years,  had 
recently  been  going  through  a 


difficult  patch  after  Mr  Afuta "s 
wife  refused  to  give  him  a 
divorce.  Recently,  Ms  Elime¬ 
lech  was  reported  to  have  said 
that  she  would  leave  him.' 

Yediot  Aharonot.  Israel’s 
biggest-selling  paper,  reported 
that  Aryeh  Schntidshar,  a 
lawyer  friend  of  the  Eiimdecf] 
family,  said  that  three  weeks 
ago  her  father  told  him  that 
Mr  Afuta  had  threatened  her 
after  she  told  him  that  she 
intended  to  break  off  their 


relationship.  "Schneidshar,  a 
former  high-ranking  police 
officer  recommended  to  the 
father  that  he  file  a  police 
complaint,  but  he  decided 
against  it.”  the  newspaper 


As  Ms. Elimelech  was  bur¬ 
ied  at  an  emotional  funeral  in 
Jerusalem  yesterday,  Yediot 
repented  in  its  front-page  story 
mr  police  feared  me  couple 
had  taken  the  secret  to  their 
graves. 


to  worit 

By  Chwstopher^ Walker 

ISRAEL’S  Labour  Court  last 
night  ordered  more  than 
700.000  strikers  back  to  work 
after  a  nationwide  stoppage 
♦hat  brought  much  of  the 
country  to  a  hah.  ■" 

The  “open-ended"  general 
strike,  which  begair  yesterday 
morning,  was  the  fattest  in  a 
series  of  dashes  between  (be 
Labour  Party  ?af  filiated 
unions  and  the  Nefamyabu 

Government.  . 

It  spraing  from  union  anger 
at  an  off-the-cuff  remark  by 
Yitzhak  Neeman.  the  Finance 
Minister  and  a  dose  confi¬ 
dant  of  the  Prime  Minster,  in 
which  trade  unionists  were 
apparently  referred  to  as  “ene¬ 
mies  within”.  The  Minister's 
remark  was  prompted  by  a 
smaller  strike  by  150,000  on 
Sunday  and  an  ongoing  row 
with  the  unions  about  pen¬ 
sion  rights. 

The  strike  dosed  air  and 
sea  ports,  the  Td  Aviv,  stock 
exchange,  post  offices,  weap¬ 
ons  factories,  local  authori¬ 
ties,  government  offices, 
railways  and  banks.  Many 
health  and  social  services 
were  put  on  emergency  foot¬ 
ing.  The  main  Bezeq  tele¬ 
phone  company  shut  dawn 
information  and  repaar  ser¬ 
vices,  and  the  Israel  Electric 
Corporation  carried  our  emer- 
gency  repairs  only.  - 
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New  Michelin  man  treads  lightly 


The  leaner  new  Michelin  man,  left  and  his  tubbierpredecessor 


From  Ben  Mactntyke 

IN  PARIS 

THE  chubby  Michelin  man  has 
slimmed  dawn  his  spare  tyres  to 
appeal  to  weight-conscious  Asian 
consumers. 

To  coincide  with  Michelin  man's 
100th  birthday  next  year,  the  French 
tyre  and  rubber  company  has  decid¬ 
ed  to  cut  around  20  per  cent  off  his 
girth  and  make  him  taller. 

The  “Bibendum”  figure  first  ap¬ 
peared  in  1898  in  a  Michelin  adver¬ 
tisement  by  the  French  designer 
O "Galop  (Marius  Rossillon),  which 
showed  the  merry  tyre-man  quaffing 
nails  and  shards  of  broken  bottle  — 


as  evidence  of  his  resilience  on  the 
road  —  alongside  the  Latin  phrase 
from  Horace  Nunc  esf  bibendum 
{Now  is  the  time  to  drink}. 

A  century  later,  the  French  com¬ 
pany  has  not  only  abandoned  Latin 
and  references  to  drinking  in  its 
advertising,  but  has  also  decreed 
that  Bibendum  is  a  sight  on  porky 
for  modem  tastes. 

The  company  now  wants  to  project 
an  image  of  lean  efficiency,  pameu-  ■ 
lariy  in  Asian  countries  where, 
according  to  Le  Parisien  newspaper, 
“the  public  is.  less  liable  to  obesity, 
(apart  .from  Sumo  wrestlers)  and 
where  such  a  tubby  figure  was 
proving  hard  to  sell”. 


“Thinner  and  smiling,  Bibendum 
will  look  like  die  leader  heis.  with  an 
open  and  reassuring  manner,”  the 
company  said  iria  statement. 

The  deflated  Mkhcfin  man  also 
appears  less  energetic.  Where  the 
older,  fatter -Bfoendiim  was  usually 
pictured  naming  behind  atyre  die 
new  version,  created  by  designers 
Cane  Ndr.  is  standing  still  and 
waving.  .  .  '  ‘  ' 

In  a  sign  afhowkeen  theownpany 
is  to  preserve  its  new-found  figure 
the  slimmer  Bibendum  wBl  even 
appear  on  the  Mkhetm  restaurant 
guide,  France's  celebrated  food  bibie 
that  irnty.  moireffian  any  other  book . 
have  helped  to  make  people  fatter. 


Interest  Free 

ime  Machine 


Interest  Free 
Time  Machine 


200+ 


The  Interest  Free  Tune  Machine 
200+  is  a  high  specification  state 
ofthe  art  PC  system  with  fast  200+ 
processor,  4.3Gb  Ultra  ATA  hard 
drive,  32Mb  EDO  RAM,  24  speed 
CD,  3D  WavetaHe  sound,  4Mb  SIS 
graphics  and  56K  voice  Modem. 

It  also  Includes  colour  video 


camera  interface,  VrdeoPhone 


receive  software,  IBM  GOLD 
voice  recognition,  microphone, 
joystick  and  massive  software 
bundle  allatatiulyincrecfible 
price  of  just  £1079  +VAT. 

With  Interest  Free  Credit  spread 
.over  2  yeas  with  easy  monthly 


payments  of  just  £25  per  month 


Top  Spec  At  A  New  Lower  Price 


(which  Works  out  to  less  than  £1 
per  dayl),  you  wifl  not  find  a  better 
deal  anywhere.  Buy  It  Now!  * 

Order  earty  this  weeK  and  receive  a 
FREE  Colour  Inkjet  Printer  (Offer 
extended  to  a  further  500  orders 
due  to  customer  demar-" 


ip  MONEY  v" 

lz  BACK 

> ♦.cyini-itct 


&  200+  Processor 

21  32Mb  Ram 

2!  4.3Gb  Hard  drive 

56k  modem 

S3  24x  CD-ROM 

21  4Mb  SIS 
Graphics 

21  VideoPhone 
Receive 

&  Speech 
Recognition 

21  Massive 

Software  Bundle 

21  FREE  PRINTER 


42  UK  Showrooms 


ISPS! 
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Equivalent  to  under  El  a  day 

C1ISL7!  (HU  «tewl«*l »  »"•%  npm  or 
cues  GROBUBdvoat  and  atmMUjpqfiivfed 
t2s  ToMpucvn  *Es<Mton>+wr  -  ctarzo 
-Conpnco.N’Rm 

•  IBM6«ae  PR20O+  Processor  (taster  then 
iMM  System  baud  on  Intel  PenUum 
166Mb  witi  MMX  Technology) 

•  32Mb  EDO  RAM 

•  Sngoa  4.3Gb  IMa  ATA  Hud  DM 
-  LG  8*  qpwd  Max  CD-ROM  drive 

>  RodonlGtiKvoiDetacttaafrmmd  modem 
tuft  upjpsdefiblB. 

E5S  30  Wawtebte  *no  sound 

51 2Kpptfna  burst  cadu 

SS  64M  advanced  graphics  wing  4Mb  of 

aiSMm  RAM,  MPEG  A  McxoooA  (fired  30 

wpport 

Sowface  52S  metes  Stereo  Epoofcws 
ATX  mfeS-tower  design  vrib  ATX  PC37 
moteertward  and  2  USB  ports 
VUsoPhow  raceiva  lor  hearing  video¬ 
phone  rate.  Video  camera  fraarfaca  induc¬ 
ed  (UUHMB0j,lBfllHl) 

Speech  recognition  witi  IBM  Smpty 
Spooking  fiftD  pretooded 
1<P  SVGA  ffl  026dp  COfcKX  sown  IS  Btatv 
dud  «*h  aB  mcxfefa  (1 P  £89  +-VAT  » 
£81.08  and  it  £21 9+ VAT  -£257.33  wkri) 
ndoadad  Software  nMi  Lotus  SmutsLtfe 
B7,  QUcfcan  v5,  BM  Amtafcu*.  PibkMMo. 
□ufeMToikS,  Homavisa,  SmartPics.  Lobe 
E-Mai  end  moral 
PC  Joystick  and  PC  Mcrapbona 
Addkfond  CD  aottoera  Bribe  (fanned  Oder) 
Al  Standard  Features  Mndms  85  aft 
manual  &  m.ireteytxwd, 1.44Mb  loppy 
drtre,  PsB  mouse,  advanced  matitatoard 
mteal  standard  ports  ml  yeer  2000 
comptert  BUS.  90  mtoute  video  user  put 
meovrey  disk,  fui  impart.  14  day  money 
back  gunme  (sniiiflna  carriage)  and  iz 
monte  warranty  ananfiiie  to  5  yean. 

fflB  Printer  Offer  now  mended  duel) 
customer  demand  to  anotur  500  odea 
nnaCBki  M-ttiratlTM 


Freephone  Time  Now ! 

0800  771107  MTIFT1E 

SJos  Lines  Open:  Monday-  FA**  MOteMUXbm,  Saudwaotea  >  500pm,  and*  Mania  rip* 

Ofler  Extended  To  6th  December  COMPUTER  SYSTEMS 


FREE 
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LIFE  ON  THE  EDGE 

When  a  mother  of  three  decided  to  jump  off  Beachy  Head,  only  a  Sunday  Time- 
writer  stood  between  her  and  a  535ft  drop  onto  the  rocks  below  * 

Tim  Rayment  on  the  assignment  that  became  a  real-life  cliffhannpr 
This  weekend  in  The  Sunday  Times  Magazine  ^  ' 

THE  SUNDAY  TIMES  IS  THE  SUNDAY  PAPERS 
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Bernard;  anniversary 
of  his  first  transplant 

Barnard 
heart  unit 
nearing 
collapse 

From  Agence  France-Presse 

IN  CAPETOWN 

THIRTV  years  after  the  firsr 
human  heart  transplant  was 
performed  at  Groofe  Sehuur 
hospital  here,  its  organ  trans¬ 
plant  unit  faces  collapse.  Pro¬ 
fessor  Johan  Brink  head  of  the 
unit  said  yesterday. 

Professor  Brink  told  a  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  anniversary  of 
the  1967  transplant  by  Chris¬ 
tian  Barnard  on  Louis  Wash- 
ka risky  that  budget  cuts  and  a 
staff  shortage  may  force  the 
unit  to  rum  away  new 
patients. 

G  route  Sehuur,  along  with 
other  hospitals,  has  suffered 
severe  budget  cuts  as  a  result 
•if  the  restructuring  of  health 
services  in  South  Africa. 

Professor  Brink  said  the 
cardiac  transplant  unit,  the 
oldest  of  zso  heart  transplant 
units  in  the  world,  has  four 
fulltime  staff  members  when  it 
should  have  20 
Taking  on  new'  patients 
would  therefore  compromise 
■ingoing  care  far  the  ISO  pa¬ 
tients  who  have  already  re¬ 
ceived  donor  hearts. 

A  decision  to  stop  trans¬ 
plants  would  effectively  end 
heart  transplants  in  South 
Africa's  public  sector  as  Groo- 
u?  Sehuur  was  the  only  state 
facility  allowed  to  carryout  the 
operations. 

Professor  Brink  said  he 
remained  committed  to  pro¬ 
viding  care  for  the  ISO  patients 
who  have  received  donor 
hearts  as  well  as  15  patients 
wailing  for  heart  tranplants. 

Or  Barnard  told  journalists 
that  the  current  state  of  the 
unit  was  a  far  cry  from  its 
heyday  when  "there  was  never 
a  shortage  of  funds,  nurses  or 
anything". 


Landmine  treaty 
is  first  step  to 
worldwide  ban 
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JOLTED  into  action  by  a 
Nobel  Prize-winning  cam¬ 
paign  that  counted  the  support 
of  Diana,  Princess  of  Wales, 
Britain  and  scores  of  other 
nations  yesterday  signed  an 
international  ban  on  land¬ 
mines. 

The  treaty  bans,  the  use. 
production,  transfer  and 
stockpiling  of  anti-personnel 
landmines  and  requires  signa¬ 
tories  io  destroy  their  existing 
stocks  within  four  years  of  its 
enny  info  force.  Each  year,  the 
estimated  110  million  land¬ 
mines  already  in  use  around 
the  world  kill  10.000  people 
and  maim  14,000  more. 

“This  treaty  is  a  vital  step 
towards  ridding  the  world  of 
the  scourge  of  landmines." 
said  Clare  Short,  Secretary  of 
State  for  International  Dev¬ 
elopment,  who  attended  the 
signing  ceremony  in  the  Cana¬ 
dian  capital  of  Ottawa.  “But  it 
is  srtill  just  the  beginning.  At 
the  present  rate  of  clearance  it 
will  take  a  thousand  years  to 
clear  mines  already  laid." 

Although  125  states  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  sign  up  by  the  end  of 
the  three-day  conference  in 

Canadian 
host  recalls 
Diana’s 
mission 

LLOYD  AXWORTHY.  Cana¬ 
da's  Foreign  Minister,  acting 
as  host  opened  the  conference 
by  invoking  the  name  of 
Diana.  Princess  of  Wales, 
who  visited  landmine  victims 
in  Bosnia.  Angola  and  Mo¬ 
zambique  (James  Bone 
writes). 

Ensuring  that  victims  can 
lead  meaningful,  productive 
lives  within  their  communi¬ 
ties.  in  spite  of  their  suffering 
and  loss  —  this  was  the 
human  aspect  of  the 
landmines  crisis  that  the  late 
Princess  Diana  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  world,"  he 
said. 

Mr  Axworthy,  who  had 
lobbied  tirelessly  for  the  con¬ 
vention  was  the  first  to  sign 


America,  China 
and  Russia  are 
not  yet  willing 
to  sign,  writes 

James  Bone 


Ottawa  today,  the  world's 
largest  military  powers  and 
front-line  states  in  many 
flashpoints  will  not  be  among 
them. 

America  which  had  origi¬ 
nally  sought  to  negotiate 
through  the  unwieldy  United 
Nations  conference  on  disar¬ 
mament  in  Geneva,  eventual¬ 
ly  joined  the  “Ottawa  process" 
launched  by  Canada  last  year. 
But  'Washington  refused  to 
endorse  the  Ottawa  treaty 
because  it  failed  to  include  a 
nine-year  waiver  for  the 
landmines  that  protect  US 
troops  stationed  in  South 
Korea. 

Russia  has  promised  to  sign 
the  treaty,  which  comes  into 


Lloyd  Axworthy  becomes 
first  to  sign  yesterday 

and  the  Canadian  Prime  Min¬ 
ister.  Jean  Chretien,  immed¬ 
iately  presented  Canada's 
instrument  of  ratification  of 
the  treaty  to  Kofi  Annan,  the 
UN  Secretary-General.  Mr 
Annan  said:  "We  inusr  now 
turn  our  imaginations  to  the 
cause  of  mine  clearance-" 


force  whfen  ratified  by  40 
states,  bur  has  not  said  when. 
In  a  gesture  to  coincide  with 
the  signing.  President  Yeltsin 
issued  a  decree  extending  a 
moratorium  on  Russia's  ex¬ 
port  of  non-self-destructing 
landmines. 

China,  a  big  producer  of 
landmines,  has  said  it  needed 
the  weapon  for  its  own  de¬ 
fence,  but  has  given  indica¬ 
tions  Chat  it  may  halt  their 
export  India  and  Pakistan, 
North  and  South  Korea.  Isra¬ 
el.  Egypt,  Syria,  Iran,  Iraq  and 
Kuwait  are  all  refusing  to  sign 
at  present. 

The  treaty  is  a  triumph  for  a 
new  type  of  pressure-group 
diplomacy  because  it  was  ne¬ 
gotiated  under  the  aegis  of 
Canada  after  a  global  drive  by 
the  International  Campaign  to 
Ban  Landmines,  an  umbrella 
organisation  of  120  groups 
that  won  this  year's  Nobel 
Peace  Prize. 

Canada  is  launching  an 
“Ottawa  II"  piticess  to  follow 
up  the  treaty  with  fresh  efforts 
at  mine  clearance  and  assis¬ 
tance  to  mine  victims. 

The  International  Cam¬ 
paign  to  Ban  Landmines  plans 
to  hold  a  series  of  public 
meetings  in  India,  Russia  and 
other  countries  in  an  effort  to 
pressure  more  into  signing  the 
treaty.D  Lisbon:  The  UN  ac¬ 
cused  Angola's  opposition 
Unita  movement  yesterday  of 
jeopardising  a  fragile  three- 
year-old  peace  process  by  re¬ 
planting  landmines  along 
strategic  stretches  of  roads 
previously  cleared  of  the 
weapons. 

“This  is  totally  negative." 
David  Wimhurst.  the  UN 
spokesman  in  Luanda,  said  in 
a  telephone  interview  from  die 
Angolan  capital.  He  said  nine 
mines  exploded  last  month  on 
roads  leading  to  Andulo.  the 
Unita  headquarters  300  miles 
southeast  of  Luanda.  A 
woman  and  two  children  were 
killed  in  one  of  the  blasts. 

Unita,  he  said,  has  denied 
planting  the  mines,  despite  the 
fact  that  they  are  ail  in  areas  of 
the  countiy  still  under  the 
movement’s  control. 

“They're  paranoid  about 
being  attacked  by  government 
forces.”  Mr  Wimhurst 
added.  (AP) 
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The  imposing  Vanderbilt  house  needs  up  to  $10  million  spent  on  refurbishment 

$30m  tag  on  Vanderbilt  house 


From  James  Bone 
in  NEW  YORK 

AN  Upper  East  Side  town- 
house  built  by  the  Vanderbilt 
family  as  a  wedding  present 
at  the  turn  of  the  century  is  for 
sale  for  $30  million  (nearly 
£18  million),  double  the  previ¬ 
ous  record  paid  for  a  house  in 
New  York. 

The  five-storey  home  at  II 
East  62nd  Street  has  an  ex¬ 
travagant  Beaux  Arts  facade, 
a  grand  staircase  topped  by 
6ft  bronze  cupids.  a  library,  an 
organ,  walk-in  safes,  separate 
ladies'  and  gentlemen's  recep¬ 
tion  rooms,  seven  bedrooms. 


two  basements,  and  13  rooms 
for  maids. 

“It's  just  like  going  back  in 
time."  said  Elizabeth  Mutt- 
ram,  from  Oswestry  in  Shrop¬ 
shire.  who  is  brokering  the 
sale  for  the  Corcoran  Group 
with  Sharon  Baum.  “Nothing 
has  been  changed  other  than 
that  they  electrified  the  old 
gas  lamps.  The  old  cooking 
range  is  there:  the  old  ice-box 
is  there  —  it’s  magnificent." 

The  house  was  built  as  a 
wedding  gift  for  Edith  Shep¬ 
herd  a  great-granddaughter 
of  Cornelius  Vanderbilt,  the 
shipping  and  railway  tycoon. 
It  was  designed  by  Haydel  & 


Shepherd,  whose  second  part¬ 
ner.  August  Dennis  Shepherd 
Jr,  was  related  to  the  bride's 
mother.  The  home  is  some¬ 
times  known  as  ihe  Fabbri 
house  after  Ernesto  Fabbri. 
Miss  Shepherd's  husband. 

The  couple  moved  in  after 
their  honeymoon  in  1900.  but 
soon  moved  to  a  more  peace¬ 
ful  area  uptown.  The  asking 
price  is  about  800  rimes  what 
the  current  owner,  the  John¬ 
son  O'Connor  Research 
Foundation,  paid  for  the 
house  half  a  century  ago.  Any 
buyer  will  have  to  spend  up  to 
SID  million  on  refurbishing 
the  house. 


City  sees 
race  case 
of  1980s 
return 
to  court 

B*  James  Bone 

NEW  YORKERS  are  being 
forced  to  revisit  Their  troubled 
past  by  a  libel  case  replaying 
one  of  the  most  furious  racial 
controversies  of  The  I9Sfls. 

Almost  a  decade  on.  the 
young  black  woman  at  the 
heart  of  the  case.  Tawana 
Brawley.  broke  her  long  si¬ 
lence  on  Tuesday  night  to 
repeat  her  accusation  — 
judged  to  be  a  hoax  by  an 
investigating  grand  jury  — 
that  she  was  gang-raped  as  a 
.teenager  in  l^SS  by  six  white 
men  in  rhe  upstate  tuwn  of 
Poughkeepsie. 

"I  am  not  a  liar.  I'm  not 
c r.i  zyr  Ms  Brawley.  now 
working  as  a  nurse  in  Wash- 
ingri'in.  told  400  supporters  at 
n  blvck  church  in  Brooklyn. 
“For  fi'in  years,  they  have  been 
lying  to  you.  You  should  know 
that  th-e  hoax  was  pulled  on 
you." 

Ms  B' raw  ley's  charges  have 
now  landed  some  of  New 
York's  must  celehraied  black 
activists  in  court  in  a  libel 
action  brought  hv  a  white  man 
they  claimed  was  among  the 
rapists.  Stephen  Pagones  is 
seeking  $38*5  million  [E245 
million)  in  damages  from  Ms 
Brawley  and  rhe  Rev  A1 
Sharpton.  Alton  Maddox  Jr 
and  C.  Vernon  Mason. 

Mr  Sharpton.  a  civil  rights 
activist  who  was  the  mode?  for 
the  rabble-rousing  preacher  in 
Turn  Wolfe's  novel  Bonfire  of 
ihe  Vanities,  used  his  notori¬ 
ety  to  build  a  mainstream 
political  career.  He  recently 
ran  for  the  US  Senate  and  the 
New  York  Mayor's  office,  and 
is  now  contemplating  si  bid  for 
Congress. 

Mr  Pagones  had  offered  to 
forego  a  libel  settlement  if 
Miss  Brawley  told  the  truth 
about  what  happened.  But  Ms 
Brawley  has  spumed  the  pro¬ 
posal.  saying:  “There  is  not 
enough  money  on  this  planet." 
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atL.i*0?8  Kong’s  hysteria 
the  plunging  stock- 
temporarily  fades, 
wnai  remains  is  a  longer- 
financial  crisis  over 

SSSr  rau5cd  * 

PjSwAleds  Dumas,  the 

manager  and  son  of 
me  chairman  of  Hermes,  the 
IUXUry  silk  shop  chain,  says 
“H®  °f  the  reasons  for  the  foil 
m  tourism,  which  is  down 
almost  20  per  cent  from  the 
ame  penod  last  year,  is  that 
me  Japanese  are  staying 
away,  partly  because  shop- 
•^epers  are  so  unpleasant. 
^When  Tung  Chee-hwa.  the 
Quef  Executive,  went  to  Japan 
recendy,  attention  focused  on 
a  newspaper  daim  that  Japa¬ 
nese  tourists  in  Hong  Kong 
were  being  charged  double: 
This  was  officially  denied  by 
the  Tourist  Association,  but  it 
soon  admitted  that  “rogue" 
agencies  and  some  shops  were 
fleering  Japanese  travellers, 
who  are  notoriously  too  shy  to 


Hong  Kong  is 
paying  for  its 
Cantonese  ways 
/  Jonathan 
Mirslqr  writes 

bargain.  Desperate  airlines 
are  now  offering  three-day 
packages  to  Hong  Kong  at- 
bargain  prices,  while  others 
have  slashed  their  round-trip 
fares.  But  this  is  a  short-term 
palliative.  Chic  shops  have 
been  bolding  sales  long  before 
Christmas;  expensive  restau¬ 
rants  are  easy  to  boric  the 
famous  24-hour  tailors  sit 
glumly  over  their  bolts  of 
cloth,  and  taxi  drivers  are 
snarling  more  than  ever. 

The  drivers  are  a  good  place 
to  start  looking  for  an  explana¬ 
tion  for  the  shortage  of  tour¬ 


ists.  They  speak  no  foreign 
languages,  carry  no  maps, 
and '  'will  often  overcharge 
unless  they  fear  the  passenger 
is  a  plainclothes  policeman. 
The  taxi  queue  at  the  airport  is 
a  nightmare  of  Confusion  and 
desperate  passatgers. 

Hotels  are  vary  expensive- 
and  are  now  —  the  high 
season  —  20  to  40  per  cent 
empty.  The  three  YMCAs  are 
cheap  at  almost  £100  a  night 

Many  of  the  five-star  hotels 
are  flashy  but  short  on  person¬ 
al  service,  and  with  business 
and  mmmunicalipns  centres 
whose  staff  speak  poor 
English- 

Nothing  that  a  tourist  might 
want  is  cheap  —  certainly 
nothing  worth  die  tong  flight 
It  is  cheaper  for  expatriates  to 
buy  from  American  mail¬ 
order  catalogues  than  to  buy 
locally.  If  high  fashion  is  the' 
target,  a  flight  to  Paris  or 
Milan  and  a  big  buying  spree 
would  be  cheaper  than  buying 
at  the  same  outlets  here. 


■  ry  , 


Hong  Kong  rdies  on  visitors,  but  Japanese  trippers  have  been  overcharged  and  it  is  often  cheaper  to  buy  from  mailorder  fkms  in  America 


Fashionable  shoes  in  Paris 
are  half  the  Hong  Kong  price. 

The  famous  harbour  is  a 
sewer  in  which  20  years  ago  it 
was  safe  to  swim,  and  the 
beaches  officially  termed 
“dean"  meet  the  standard 
only  because  the  rest  are 
filthy.  The  harbour  is  being 
rapidly  narrowed  far  high-rise 


buildings.  It  is  hard  to  think  of 
another  city  whose  central 
amenity  has  been  ' so  deliber¬ 
ately  despoiled. 

Hoag  Kong's  sides  are  usu¬ 
ally  grey-  mainly  because  of 
pollution,  and  many  a  child 
has  never  seen  a  star.  Rates  of 
child  asthma  are  among  fixe 
highest  in  the  world  and 


■  residents  who  hade  like  con¬ 
firmed  smokers  disOTrer  thrir 
coughs  vanish  the  day  they 
arrive  in  another  country  and 
fljor  lungs  turn  pink. 

Hong  Kong’s  New  Territo¬ 
ries  have  miles  of  countryside 
designated  an  iiivioiafafo  civic 
treasure.  These  “country 
parks”  are  crisscrossed  by 
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THERE’S  NO  PLAGE  LIKE 


hT 


i 


trails.  Although  still  splendid 
for  a  day  out,  uke  the  harbour, 
they  are  also  bong  rusted. 
Where  villages  —  now  desert¬ 
ed  by  fanners  who  have 
moved  to  the  city,  or  abroad  — 
once  enlivened  the  scene  with 
their  paddies,  gardens  and 
orchards,  there  are.  vast 
stretehes  of  scrapyards,  fea¬ 
turing  crushed  cars  and  trucks 

piled  on  top  of  each  other. 

Hong  Kongers  love  to  have 
picnics:  they  also  leave  behind 
their  roasting  forks  and  heaps 
of  plastic  cups  and  plates. 

Hong  Kong  is  a  Cantonese 
city,  and  Cantonese  are  used 
to  living  and  working  in 


cramped  and  crowded  condi¬ 
tions-  TT\ey  give  no  mercy  to 
each  other  and  are  rib  more 
courteous  to  tourists. 

The  Tourist  Association  is 
now  a  target  for  those  who 
poke  fun  at  its  most  recent 
slogan,  “Wonders  Never 
Cease”.  It  is  seeking  some¬ 
thing  with  which  to  tempt 
foreign  travellers,  who  are 
among  the  most  valuable  dol- 
lar-eamer  here¬ 
in  a  new  brochure,  it 
provides  a  map  of  about  40 
walks  between  so-called  his¬ 
toric  sites.  At  least  a  third  are 
already  marked  “demol¬ 
ished”. 


Hong  Kong  wins  top 
marks  from  Britain 


Beijing:  Britain  yesterday 
gave  its  first  official  “report 
card”  on  China's  handling  ef 
Hong  Koeg  since  die  July  I . 
handover  and.  despite  the  ttEt 
that  die  former  ealony  m 
longer  has  its  own  elected 
legislature,  awarded  Beqag 
an  “A”  (James  Pringle  writes). 

“It  has  ail  gone  very 
smoothly,"  said  Afan  Pant 
the  British  Ambassador,  who 
is  d«  new  chief  representative 
of  the  British  side  entire  Joint 
liaison  Group  (JLGfc  the 
Sino-British  body  that  ■  re¬ 
views  issues  relating  to  Hoag 


Kang.  It  was  the  first  plenary 
meeting  of  the  group  —  a 
powerless  but  prestigious 
advisory  body  —  since  the 
transfer  of  sovereignty  and 
the  formation  of  the  Hong 
Kong  Special  Administrative 
Region  {SAR)  of  China.  “I 
think  die  SAR  has  got  off  to  a 
very  good  start,”  Mr  Paul 
snd. 

The  improved  mood,  -in 
stark  contrast  to  the  fast  days 
of  die  colonial  era,  seems  to 
reflect'  the  Labour  Govern¬ 
ment's  desire  to  maintain 
smooth  SmorBritishretations. 


Sharif  consolidates 
grip  oil  power  by 


FRom  OiiusiopHER  Thomas  in  Islamabad 


PAKISTAN'S  Chief  Justice 
was  ousted  yesterday,  caso- 
pleting  a  sweep  of  power  by 
Nawaz  Sharif,  the  Prune  Min¬ 
ister.  now  die  most  powerful 
elected  leader  in  the  nation’s 
history. There  are  fears  that  he 
wifl  abuse  his  position,  threat¬ 
ening  future  conflict  in  a 
divided  country. 

The  old  ruling  troika  —  the 
President.  Prime  Minister  and 
army  —  is  in  abeyance  now 
that  Mr  Sharif  is,  for  the  dree 
being,  the  unassaflaHe  leader 
of  the  Islamic  state:  The  jwfr 
daxy  poses  no  immediate 
threat,  unless  Ajmal  Mian,  the 
new  Chief  Justice;  seeks-  to 
emulate  his  predecessor  — 
Sajjad  Ali  Shah  —  by  resur- 


against  Mr  Sharif  one  erf  the 
richest  men  in  South  Asia. 

That  seems  untikefy:  the 
Supreme  Court,  bsnxfliattd 
and  divided,  has  lost  its  sting 
after  Mr  Sharifs  victory over 
the  Chief  Justice,  who  actively 
pursued  corruption  cases 
against  the  Prime  Minister. 
Mr  Sharif;  a  former  Punjab 
chief  minister  who  made  Ms 
fortune  through  pc&tics,  is  for.’ 
stronger  than  bis  strangest 
predecessor.  Zulfiqar  Afi 
Bhutto,  who  was  hanged  by  j 
die  military  for  assuming  too  J 
much,  power.  . 

The  acting  President  Was-  ] 

inr  Sajjad.  chairman  of  the 
Senate  is  associated  witii  Mr 


ijkraTnb 


Sharifs  Muslim  League  and 
tins  poses  no  threat  He  will 
remain  in  office  until  a  new 
President  is  elected  next  year 
by  MPs  and  members  of 
provincial  assemblies.  The  in- 
.  cumber*  wilt  in  effect  be 
picked  by  Mr  Sharif 
The  case  of  contempt  of 
court  against  Mr  Sharif,  who 
pubfiriy  insulted  the  former 
CSe#  Justice,  has  been  perraa- 
natiy  dropped  now  the  of¬ 
fended  judge  is  out 
Rgfiament,  is  no  more  a 
threat  . to  Mr  Sharif  than  is  the 
presidency  or  the  judidaiy: 
the  Prime  Minister  virtually 
anahBafed  Benazir  Bhutto’s 
Pakistan  Peopled  Parry  in  the 
February  election  and  is  in  a 
position  to  ensure  that  her 
husband.  Arif  Ali  Zardari, 
remains  in  jail  on  a  string  of 


□  Ddte  India's  Cabinet  rec¬ 
ommended  to  President 
Narayanan  that  Parliament 
be  dfcscrfved,  opening  the  way 
few  a  general  election  in  Febru¬ 
ary  or  March,  Sis  Ram  Ola, 
the  Water  Resources  Minister, 
told  reporters.  (Reuters) 


ABynJTHEED,  THE 
WEATHER  &  SYMPATEX - 
MADE  FOR  EACH  OTHER. 
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says 

FIrom  Sam  Kijlet 

WHANNESBURO 

fonrea-  head  of  Winnie 
Madikfeefe-Mandda’s  bodyguard 
aid  yesterday  that  she  onfcrof  the 
of  several  township  activists 
y*fle  having  an  affair  with  a  white 
PQUceman  of  the.  Special  Branch. 

J«ny  Wchardson,  48,  who  is 
sery^B  a  life  sentence  for  the 
mura«' of  Stampfe  Moeketri  Seipei, 
14,  said  he  had  killed  the  bey  in  J988 
on  the  orders  of  Mrs  Mandela.  He 
“slaughtered  the  boy  like  a  goaf*  by 
stabbing  him  in  the  heck  with  the 
blade  from  a  pair  of  garden  shears. 
"My  hands  are  fall  of  blood,"  he 
added. 

.  Richardson  said  that  Mrs’ 
Mandela  had  ordered  the  execution 
of  five  others  who  were,  accused  of - 
being  police  informers  after  trying 
to  leave  the  soealled  Mandela 
United  Football  dub  or  felling  out 
with  her. 

Referring  to.  Mr*  Mandela 
throughout  the  hearing  at  the  Truth 
and  Reconciliation  Commission  in 
Johannesburg  yesterday  as  "Mum¬ 
my",  he  said  that  "she  never  lolled 
anyone.  But  she  used  us  to  kill  a.  lot 
of  people...  she  used  us.* 

Ibis  contradicted  earlier  evidence 
that  Mrs  Mandela  had  stabbed  fire 
boy  herself.  Katiza  Cebekhulu,  re¬ 
turned  briefly  last  week  from  Brit¬ 
ain,  where  he  is  in  hiding,  to  testify 
that  he  saw  Mrs  Mandela  stab 
Stompie  with  a  shiny  implement. 

Asked  who  Mummy  was,  Rich¬ 
ardson  said:  "I  cant  say  Mrs . 


Mandela.  I’m  used  to  saying  Mum¬ 
my  "  He  added:  “you  see  I  loved  - 
Muminy  with  afliriy  heart  T  would 
have  done  anything  to  please  her. 
Now  that  I  have  spept  so  many 
years  in  prison  and  sher  never  came  ' 
to  visit,  I  have  woken  up” 

.  Richardson  described  a  torture 
session,  during  which  Stompie  was: 
Thrown  into  the  air  “about  seven., 
tunes*  and  allowed  to  crash  to  the 
floor  while  Mrs.Manriela  attacked 
other  youths  with  a  whip. 

Joyce  Seipei,  file  boy's  mother,, 
who  had  -  ./through  hjours,_of. 
evidence  catf  the  mUKter.  was  over¬ 


come  and'  broke  down  sobbing.  "I 
do  not  want  to  but  the  things  we' 
did'  as  the  Mandela  Football  Club 
are  barbaric,”  said  Richardson  wrp- 

to  start  her  evidence  yesterday,  is 
expected,  to  begin  testifying  today. 

Richardson  said  that  Stompie's 
death  could  have  been  prevented  if 
three  members  of  .the  Mandela 
Crisis  Committee,  set  up  dining  the 
1980s  to  try  to  restrain  Mrs 
'  Mandela  and  her  bodyguards,  had 
demanded  to  see  him:  and  three 
other  youths  who  had 'been  abduct- 


Winnie  friend 
adds  glitter 

THE  truth  commission  hearings 
have  reunited  Mrs  MsdSkhda- 
Mandela  with  an  old  friend:  Hazel 
Crane,  left,  a  convicted  diamond 
smuggler  who  shares  her  passion 
for.  garish-  dotfung  and  baubles. ; 
Ms  Cranc  sat  snpportively  two 
rows  behind  Mis  Mandela  and 
:  twinkled  furiously  from  diamonds 
and  emeralds,  at  her  cars,  throat 
.  and*  wriste.  Her  EastyEuropean 
partner,  who  sat  next  to  her,  wmi 
finds  bracelet  encrusted  with  dia¬ 
monds  and  matching  ring. 

Ms  Crane;  who  once  bought  a 
Cape '  Town  house  for  Mrs 
Mandela's  use,  was  convicted  of 
SBdtdiamond  dealing  in  1994. 


ed  and  were  being  hdd  in  a  room  at 
the  bade  of  her  Soweto  mansion. 

Last  week  Frank  Chikane,  now 
chief  adviser  to  Thabo  Mbeki,  the 
Deputy  President,  and  Sydney 
Mufamadi,  the  Minister  for  Safety 
and  Security,  told  the  commission 
that  they  had  visited  Mis  Mandela 
to  plead  for  the  release  of  the  youths 
but  had  accepted  her  word  that  they 
were  in  good  health. 

Giving  evidence,  Richardson  fan-' 
died  a  miniature  red  and  white 
.football  He  confessed  to  having 
been  a  police  informer  himself,  and 
to  having  “sold  out”  two  members  of 
the  ANCs  armed  wing  killed  in  a 
-  shoot-out  at  his  home. 

;  Two  other  members  of  the  foot¬ 
ball  dub.  Lolo  Sono  and  Siboniso 
Stebalalfc  were  blamed  for  passing 
on  this  information  and  were  killed 
on  Mrs  Mandela’s  orders,  he  said. . 

Though  often  rambling  and  irrel¬ 
evant,  his  testimony  corroborated 
evidence  by  criier  witnesses. 

He  also  claimed  that  Mrs 
Mandela,  63,  had  a  “sexual  relation¬ 
ship’*  with  Paul  Erasmus,  a  Special . 
Branch  agent  “I  saw  him  coming 
out  of  her  bedroom  in  the  morning. 

.  He  was  often  in  her  house  and  thy 
were  talking  about  who  was  an 
informer.  One  time  he  pointed  me 
out  but  Mummy  didn't  believe 
him,”  Richardson  said. 

Mr  Erasmus  told  the  commission 
last  week  that  he  had  run  a 
disinformation  campaign  aimed  ax 
discrediting  the  Mandela  family. 
He  has  now  emerged  as  a  supporter 
of  Mrs  Mandela. 


;3§fcfe 


Jerry  Richardson,  holding  a  miniature  football,  gives  evidence 


Moro  killer  on  day  release 


From  Richard  Owen  in  rome 


ITALIANS  expressed  outrage 
yesterday  over  a  derision  to 
grant  the  Red  Brigades  terror¬ 
ist  convicted  of  me  murder  of 
Aido  Moro,  the  former  Prime 
Minister,  nearly  20  yean;  ago 
"semWiberrjr,  seen  as  a  move 
toward  his  release. 

La  Repubbtica'sakl  it  was 
questionable  whether  Mario 
Moretti.  49.  who  has  served  16 
years  of  a  Hfc  sentence.  should 
"have  The  doors  opened  to  a  7 
relatively  noonalUfe  without 
fa  ify  renouncing  his  revoh*- 
nonary  beliefs  dr  If  rowing .. 


any  farther  light  on-  the 
crime.”  Under  a  pnmskm.far 
prisoners  with- a  record  of- 
good  behaviour,  he  islD  work, 
for  a  pbanaaccuticais  com¬ 
pany,  entering  sales  data  on  a. 
computer.  but  wffl  have  to 
return  toinsjxg^Jt ... 

Morons  s^iSfovanxii.  said 
foe  dedsii^'-iii$«v' ^  “further 
proof  that  inifc^y«vepay  more 
attention  to  tjbxe4uhocornpgit 
grave  crimes  foaiiwe  do  to 
victims".,:  • 

Mpaso  was  jridnapped  an 
Ma*&  16  WTO.  IBs  buHtt- 


riddfed  boefy  was  found  in  the 
boot  of  a  car  in  Rome  in  May. 

Moretti  who  admitted  lead¬ 
ing  the  kidnappers  and  firing 
the  fetal  shots,  told  the  prison 
review  panel  that  he  and  his 
fellow  terrorists  had  "paid  in 
fall  for  what  we  did"  The 
judges  agreed  that  he  had 
“broken  with  the  past”  and 
had  acknowledged  “toe  failure 
of  his  ideology  and  the  terror^ 
ist  structure  built  upon  it”.  But 
he  did  not  explain  why  foe 
gang  had  targeted  Moro,  or 
whether  others were  involved. 


Banda  buried 
with  emblems 

Harare:  Nearly  100.000  Ma¬ 
lawians  bid  a  restrained  fare¬ 
well  yesterdayto  fadr  former 
President  Dr  Hastings  Ban¬ 
da  (Jan  Raafh  writes). 

His  airtight  £23.000  coffin 
was  lowered  amid  soft  heat¬ 
ing  by  women  into  a  nine-ft- 
deep  grave  at  Capital  HIB  in 
the  capital  Lilongwe,  after 
an  eight-hour  state  ftmeraL 
Interred  with  him  were  his 
trademark  lion  tail  fly  whisk. 
Mack  Homburg.haland  pin¬ 
striped  suits.  He  died  in 
Johannesburg  last  week, 
aged  99. 


Reno  decision  under  attack 


From  Bronwen  Maddox  in  Washington 


REPUBLICANS  yesterday 
hailed  Louis  Freeh,  the  FBI 
Director,  as  a  hero  fin-  bis 
formal  objection  to  the  deci¬ 
sion  of  Janet  Reno,  the  Attor¬ 
ney-Genera],  not  to  appoint  an 
independent  counsel  to  inves¬ 
tigate  allegations  that  the 
White  House  broke  fund-rais¬ 
ing  laws. 

Vowing  that  Ms  Reno’s 
decision  on  Tuesday  would 
not  mean  the  end  to  inquiries 
into  tile  murk  of  the  1996 
election  campaign,  congres¬ 
sional  Republicans  said  they 


would  try  to  use  Mr  Freeh's 
stance  as  a  tool  to  challenge 
Ms  Reno’s  derision. 

Dan  Burton,  a  Republican 
congressman  from  Indiana, 
said  he  would  call  Mr  Freeh 
and  Ms  Reno  before  the 
House  Government  Reform 
and  Oversight  Committee  for 
a  hearing  next  week.  "The 
question,”  he  said,  "is  will  the 
American  people  have  confi¬ 
dence  that  no  cover-up  is 
going  on?  The  answer  remains 
No". 

Mr  Freeh  argued  that  Presi¬ 


dent  Clinton  and  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent  Al  Gore  engaged  in  a 
conspiracy  to  evade  the  cam¬ 
paign  finance  rules,  and  that 
this  could  be  appreciated  only 
by  examining  the  whole  cam¬ 
paign,  not  just  individual  alle¬ 
gations  as  Ms  Reno  had  done. 
But  he  credited  her  with 
“honesty  and  integrity". 

Mr  Clinton  stuck  to  a  care¬ 
fully  terse  tingle  sentence: 
“The  Attorney-General  made 
her  decision  based  on  a  careful 
review  of  the  law  and  the  facts; 
and  that’s  as  it  should  be”. 


WORLD 

SUMMARY 


Rain  lifts 
fire  threat 
to  Sydney 

Sydney:  Fears  of  another  Aus¬ 
tralian  bushfire  disaster  were 
receding  last  night  as  cooler 
weather  and  occasional  rain 
lifted  the  threat  to  the  Sydney 
suburbs  and  brought  tempo¬ 
rary  relief  to  the  fire-ravaged 
state  of  New  South  Wales 
(Roger  Maynard  writes). 

However,  in  conditions 
described  as  the  worst  for  30 
years,  firefighters  were  last 
night  still  tattling  fires  near 
Coonabarabran,  250  miles 
northwest  of  Sydney  where 
flames  destroyed  320,000 
acres  of  bush] and. 

Rebel  shoot-out 

Paris:  More  than  280  Algeri¬ 
ans,  mostly  suspected  extrem¬ 
ists  opposed  to  the 
Government,  have  been  killed 
in  dashes  between  the  Islamic 
Salvation  Army  and  the 
Armed  Islamic  Group  in  the 
past  few  days  in  four  areas  of 
Algeria,  according  to  press 
reports.  Among  the  dead  were 
four  members  of  one  family, 
including  a  seven-year-old 
boy,  who  had  their’ throats 
cut  (Reuters) 

Scales  of  justice 

Cairo:  A  divorced  woman’s 
request  for  alimony  was  reject¬ 
ed  because  an  Egyptian  court 
ruled  she  had  effectively  driv¬ 
en  her  husband  away  by 
putting  on  weight  and  neglect¬ 
ing  her  appearance,  the  Al- 
Akhbar  daily  reported.  The 
husband  told  an  appeal  court 
in  Alexandria  that  his  wife's 
behaviour  and  appearance 
drove  him  into  the  arms  of  his 
secretary.  (Reuters) 

Mystery  death 

Miami:  An  unidentified 
woman,  believed  to  have  fall¬ 
en  from  an  aircraft,  was  found 
dead  after  striking  a  garden 
wall  at  a  block  of  flats.  Nobody 
saw  her  fall  and  police  have  no 
idea  what  happened.“We  have 
no  due,"  Detective  Ddrish 
Moss  said,  adding  that  resi¬ 
dents  had  heard  a  loud  bang 
and  went  outside  to  find  the 
woman’s  body.  (AP) 
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A  watertight  case  for  the  Vectis  25. 


downpoorw  ^ 


A  group  lens  design,  with  4  aspheric  lens 
surfaces,  has  been  incorporated  into  the 
^yectis  2S.  Ofiating  you  2.5x  zoom  ratio.  Exactly 
what  y6u  need  to  get  great  results. 

'  In  fect,  with  the  Vectis  25 
-  'ybuplw^  have  to  keep  your 


afi^-cameras 


y|f  jjy jyr.  audio  cassette, it 

can  easily  be  sfipffcd  srimgjbt  im»  your  potter  or 


And^^ea  jotTfe  ready. to  take  a  picture 
you  wffl  Igftrc  jA  the  advantages  of  the  new 


'  jjtSy  blowing  technology-  ' 

it  took  an  age  just  to  load, 
a Vfectis25,  it 

film  cfeatobec.  in  the  film,  and  • 
you’re  afl  set  «ri  start  shooting.  You’re  even  given 

ihc  subject  you  see  m 


Vectis 


This  -  new  technology 

virtuallyguaraatrcs  it..  •  : 
v  Getting .  in  .the  right 

■  •mode  for  the. shot. 

-  ’  No  matter  what  ytai’re 
shooting  you  can  set  the 
camera  so  that  you’re  sure  to 
get  it  right  every  time. 

hi  Auto  Mode  all  the 
camera'  functions  ’  operate 
automatically.  .  So  whether.  ■ 
yon’re  taking  s  landscape  ora 
close-up.  this  will,  take  total 
care  of  the  technical  side.  O'  ;  ■ 

-  -  You  siihply  cpjKxntraie 
onthc  composition. 

But  should  you- prefer  tq^, 

■  be.  more  creative,  with  ■  the '  •  ‘ 


-  -  ' 


From  30num 


(£]  Set  it  to  ‘Close-Up’  and  you  can  be  in 
as  dose  as  40cm  to  your  subject.  £0  Decide  on 
Night  Portrait  Mode  and  you’re  able  to  make 
the  very  most  of  bright  background  highlights. 

m  And  if  you  switch  to 
Landscape  Mode  you’re  able 
to  take  sharper  landscape  and 
night  scene  photographs. 

§jjj  Then  there’s  the  built 


to,  50mm 


.rM'V 


in  auto-flash  which  also 
offers  you  a  choice  of  modes: 
Till-in  Flash’,  Flash  Caned 
and  Bed-Eye  Reduction. 

Exactly  the  right  specs 
for  glasses. 

The  Vectis  25  has  a  feature 
especially  helpful  for  those 
who  wear  glasses. 

@  Called  the  Long  Eye 


When  you  get  your  pictures  back  you  will 
receive  an  Index  Print;  a  sheet  containing 
positives  of  all  the  pictures  on  your  roll.  So  you 
are  able  to  see  every  picture  you  took 
dearly  on  one  print.  [QM L.= 

9SM  The  Vectis  25  also  offers  a  Vcctis  10 
totally  new  dimension  to  your  br' 
picture-taking.  Called  Select  Title  |r**‘*'9M^. 
Backprinting,  it  enables  you  to  Vectis  20 
record  on  the  back  of  your  picture 
any  one  of  thirty  pre-set  messages, 
for  example  ‘Happy  Birthday’.  Vectis  25 

And  what’s  more,  you  can  do  it  [  ^"aaBji 
in  any  one  of  twelve  languages. 

SB  It  will  even  record  for  you  Vectis  30 
the  exact  time  and  date  your  pictures 
were  taken.  B.W 

What  more  could  one  possibly  .  Vcctis  40 
ask  of  a  camera,  except  possibly  its  price?  And 


Vectis  25 


Belief  Viewfinder  it  makes  that,  amazingly,  is  just  £199.99. 


to  75inm  Zoom 


Nodfcg  coi^  be  more. » 


Vectis  .  25  you  can  sda^  j  pra^sdy  the  right 
prbgrammc  to  sujt  the  subject  -.  • 


zbonc  to  give  you  /Hvfasr  i^’  fianjiQg. 


viewing  and  framing  more 
easy  and  comfortable.  The 
entire  subject  image  can  be 
seen  in  die  viewfinder,  even 
Zoom  with  the  camera  held  up 

to  an  inch  away  from  your  eye. 

And,  we  should  add,  there  are  a  couple 
of  advantages  you  enjoy  after  youV  rakir" 
your  pictures. 


VeCt/5 
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The  Vectis' 25  is  one  of  a  range  of  12  Advanced  Photo  System  cameras  from  £69.99  to  .£499.99. 

Minolta  (XIK)  Limited,  Vxeccticnx ^ Drive,  Rooksley,  Milton  Kcyne*,  MR13  8HF. 
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Only  from  the  mind  of  Minolta. 


Your  personal  heart  unit 


Exercise  myth  falls  short 


Television  pro¬ 
grammes  Casualty 
and  ER  would  lack 
some  of  their  drama 
if  patients  didn't  occasionally 
suffer  from  cardiac  arrest. 
This  potential  disaster  makes 
excellent  television  as  the  per¬ 
son  treated  with  the  defibrilla¬ 
tor  is,  after  a  few  convulsive 
shocks,  restored  to  life  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  staff  and  the 
tearful  gratitude  of  relatives. 

A  65-year-old  continental 
banker  came  to  see  me  last 
week.  Earlier  in  the  year  he 
had  developed  unstable  angi¬ 
na,  often  a  prelude  to  a  heart 
attack,  and  had  needed  an 
immediate  bypass.  The  patient 
made  a  good  recovery  but  a 
few  months  later,  when  hav¬ 
ing  a  routine  exercise  ECG, 
sustained  cardiac  arrest  The 
unit  where  he  was  being 


treated  was  well  equipped  for 
emergencies.  He  was  deffbril- 
lated  and  admitted  to  intensive 
care.  Unfortunately,  while  un¬ 
conscious,  he  had  inhaled  his 
stomach  contents  and  devel¬ 
oped  a  severe,  almost  fetal, 

inhalation  pneumonia. 

The  banker's  question  to  me 
was  a  simple  one:  “Is  every¬ 
thing  possible  being  done  to 
prevent  me  from  having 
another  heart  attack?  If  it  is, 
am  I  likely  to  suffer  cardiac 
arrest  again?"  The  pills  he  had 
been  prescribed  showed  that 
he  was  taking  the  standard 
medicines  to  lessen  the  likeli¬ 
hood  of  developing  the  type  of 
arrhythmia,  which  can  be  the 
precursor  of  cardiac  arrest 

The  banker's  visit  happened 
to  coincide  with  a  report  in  the 
New  England  Journal  of  Me¬ 
dicine,  showing  that  there  is 


Dr  Thomas 
Stuttaford 

reports  on 
cardiac  arrest, 
birth  weight, 
the  benefits  of 
walking,  and 
identifying 
corpses 

now  more  that  can  be  done  for 
patients  like  him.  The  Nat¬ 
ional  Institute  of  Health  in  the 
United  States  has  conducted  a 
survey  comparing  people  who 
were  treated  with  drugs  to 
prevent  failure  arrhythmias 
with  those  who  were  given  an 
implantable  cardioverter  defi¬ 
brillator  (ICD). 

The  implant  defibrillator  is 
a  miniature  edition  of  the  one 
seen  on  television,  which  may¬ 
be  implanted  into  the  chest 
wall,  like  a  pacemaker.  If  the 
heart  starts  to  beat  too  rapidly 


and  irregularly,  it  leaps  into 
action  and  shocks  the  heart’s 
rhythm  back  to  normal.  The 
patient  barely  knows  that  any¬ 
thing  untoward  has  hap¬ 
pened.  but  the  potential  lethal 
arrhythmia  is  corrected  and 
the  life  is  saved.  American 
reports  shows  that  after  one 
year  there  is  a  38  per  cent 
reduction  in  deaths  in  those 
patients  who  relied  on  the 
defibrillator  rather  than  pills, 
and  after  three  years  there  has 
been  a  25  per  cent  reduction. 
Having  an  implanted  cardiac 


defibrillator  is  akin  to  having 
die  emergency  room  team 
with  you  constantly,  ready  for 
action. 

The  ICDs  were  introduced 
more  than  10  years  ago,  and 
1.500  people  in  die  UK  now 
have  them.  Modem  defibrilla¬ 
tors  are  very  small,  about  the 
size  of  a  credit  card  only  one- 
and-a-half  centimetres  thick 
and  five  ounces  in  weight 

Unlike  earlier  models, 
which  needed  to  be  fitted 
inside  the  chest  the  latest 
ICDs  are  implanted  under  the 
skin  or  sometimes  under  one 
of  the  musdes  in  the  upper 
chest 

Titanium  leads  go  from  die 
ICD  through  the  chest  wall 
into  the  right  ventricle.  A 
battery  now  .  lasts  for  nine 
years,  during  which  time  the 
ICD  is  constantly  monitoring 
the  heart  ready  to  deal  with 
an  emergency. 

The  role  of  the  ICD  has  been 
compared  to  dial  of  a  seatbelt; 
it  lies  across  erne’s  chest  inert 
and  painless  untO  there  is  an 
emergency,  when  it  springs  to 
life  and  -  prevents  disaster. 
Patients  who  have  shown 
signs  that  they  may  have 


dangerous  arrhythmias,  or 
have  actually  arrested  in  the 
past  should  never  be  dis¬ 
charged  until  tins  cause  of  the. 
disturbance  has  been  found 
and.  if  possible,'  eradicated 
with  surgery.  In  an  advanced 
medical  unit  die  potential 
arrhythmic  heart  is  now  stim¬ 
ulated  so  that  the  threshold  at 
which  trouble  may  arise  can 
be  judged  and  the  need  for  an 
ICD  assessed. 

Dr  D.W.  Davies,  consultant 
cardiologist  at  St  Mary's  Hos¬ 
pital,  London,  says:  “The 
American  study  shows  very 
dearly  that  for  many  patients 
ICD  therapy  should  be  die 
initial  treatment  of  choice." 

The  cost  is  considerable, 
about  £20, 000- EX), 000.  The 
question  which  my  banker 
friend,  and  die  other  100,000 
people  likely  to  suffer  cardiac 
arrest  each  year  will  have  to 
answer  is  whether  they  would 
rather  have  a  smart  car  or  the 
equivalent  of  a  medical  emer¬ 
gency  team  always  at  hand  by 
their  chest,  alert  and  ready  to 
keep  them  alive  and  active, 
whether  they  are  at  their  office 
desk,  on  die  golf  course, 
swimming  or  at  home. 


THE  brisk  walk  has  become 
so  well  accepted  as  the  pre¬ 
ferred  exercise  these  days  that 
no  one  has  previously  dared 
to  question  any  aspect  of  its 
efficacy. 

There  is  still  no  evidence  to 
refute  (he  belief  that  a  brisk 
daily  walk  of  20  to  30  minutes, 
with  the  pace  fast  enough  to 
make  conversation  difficult 
but  not  impossible;  is  other 
than  excellent  for  the  heart 
and  cardiovascular  system 
and  capable  of  reducing  die 
incidence  of  later  onset 
diabetes. 

However,  a  recent  survey  in 
age  and  ageing  compared  the 
convalescence  of  165  post¬ 
menopausal  women  who  had 


suffered  a  fractured  aim. 
Those  who  had  been  selected 
randomly  to  walk  at  an  ever- 
increasing  brisk  pace  for  the 
approved  time  ended  their 
convalescence  with  better 
bone  density  than  those  who 
had  been  given  alternative 
exercises  which  could  not 
have  affected  the  bones. 

Unfortunately,  so  many  of 
the  brisk  walkers  fell  while 
taking  their  daily  exercise  — 
30  per  cent  more  than  non¬ 
walkers  —  that  any  small 
advantage  achieved  in  bone 
density  would  have  been 
more  titan  nullified  by  the 
injuries  which  had  been,  or 
could  have  been  sustained  by 
felling. 
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What  my  older,  wiser  brother  said  about 
“IMPOTENCE” 

People  wfao  suffer  from  It  treating  this  embarrassing 

get  fed  up.  Just  chinking  about  condition  p^inUssfy.  I  found 
it  makes  it  worse.  And  many  them,  he  said,  at  The  Medical 
prescribed  drugs  have  adverse  Centre  in  Weymouth  Street, 
effect*.  But  there  are  qualified  London  w&n  jka-  Call  diem 
people  who  now  specialise  in  on  0x7s  637  20x8,  now! 


A  positive  ID 
is  not  so  easy 


Haliborange  has  always  tasted  great. 

Now,  each  high  strength  tablet  makes  a  fizzy  drink 
that  holds  as  much  Vitamin  C  as  twenty  freshly 
squeezed  oranges. 

Helping  you  to  stay  fit  and  replace  the  Vitamin  C 
lost  through  colds  and  flu. 

In  either  ruby  orange  or  lemon,  you'll  find  it’s 
equally  delicious.  Enjoy. 
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The  tragedy  suffered  by 
the  Turner  family  who 
lost  members  from 
three  generations  in  the  Luxor 
massacre  has  been  compound¬ 
ed  by  the  failure  10  identify 
their  bodies. 

The  situation  is  different 
when  a  British  aircraft  crashes 
in  some  far-off  part  of  the 
world.  In  these  circumstances 
a  team  skilled  in  identification, 
recruited  from  a  large  under¬ 
taking  firm,  does  much  of  the 
routine  work.  These  teams  are 
on  24-hour  standby. 

After  a  disaster  of  this  sort 
the  investigators  have  three 
main  goals.  First  they  have  to 
achieve  complete 
accuracy  when 
attributing 
names  to  the 
bodies.  Secondly, 
they  have  to 
work  as  quickly 
as  possible  as 
any  delay  in¬ 
creases  the  rela¬ 
tives’  grief. 

Thirdly,  they 
must  make  every 
effort  not  to  in¬ 
crease  the  disfigr  Karina  Ti 
u  reman  which 
any  existing  injuries  may  have 
already  inflicted. 

The  task  is  ran  only  unpleas¬ 
ant,  it  is  also  extremely  diffi¬ 
cult.  The  common  belief  that 
dental  records  always  provide 
the  definitive  answer  is  an 
overeimptifiotian. 

Only  1  per  cent  of  people  at 
any  one  time  have  dental 
charts  that  match  their  mouth 
in  every  respect  Mistakes 
when  compiling  dental 
records  are  also  camraon. 

The  confusion  is  increased 
as  patients  tend  to  move  from 
dentist  to  dentist  and  many 
have  emergency  treatment 
when  away  from  hone  or  even 
abroad.  These  changes  will 
not  have  been  entered  on  the 
chart  A  survey  has  shown 
that  the  first  dental  record 
brought  to  a  mortuary  is 
adequate  in  only  SO  per  cent  of 
cases.  Finding  aider,  as  well  as 
more  recent,  records  can  help. 
Fingerprinting  is  usefiiL 
Some  years  ago  one  of  the 
porters  at  the  Reform  Club  in 
London,  who  lived  and 
worked  under  an  alias,  was 
badly  burnt  bur  fortunately  he 
could  be  recognised,  eventual¬ 
ly,  by  his  fingerprints.  He  had 


Karina  Turner  tost 


been  in  the  Army  and  once  his 
real  name  had  been  estab¬ 
lished,  his  family  could  be 
traced. 

For  the  identification  of 
those  bodies  where  the  finger¬ 
prints  are  not  already  on  file, 
they  can  be  lifted  from  some 
intimate  household  appliance, 
such  as  a  hairbrush. 

Many  immediate  identifica¬ 
tions  are  made  by  dothing, 
but  this  can  be  extremely 
inaccurate.  In  one  recent  case 
the  five  different  people  who 
had  been  with  the  deceased 
person  just  before  death,  and 
who  needed  identification, 
gave  five  different  descriptions 
of  the  dothes  the 
person  was 
wearing  at  the 
time. 

Jewellery  is 
helpful,  but  there 
have  been  unfor¬ 
tunate  incidents 
in  which  mis¬ 
takes  have  been 
made  after 

watches  have 
been  borrowed, 
sold  and  re- 
rnen  lost  placed  without 
dose  friends  and 
relatives  knowing.  The  experts 
are  always  concerned  about 
visual  identification.  This  is 
very  much  less  accurate  than 
is  supposed,  particularly  if  the 
body  has  been  badly  dam¬ 
aged.  Corroboration  is  need¬ 
ed.  preferably  by  fingerprints 
and  dental  charts. 

DNA  testing  is  accurate,  but 
takes  time,  and  for  obvious, 
reasons  matching  with  the 
mother  has  to  be  the  method  of 
choice. 

Paul  Knapman,  the  West¬ 
minster  Coroner,  says:  “I  have 
not  had  to  deal  with  any  of  the 
victims  of  the  Luxor  massacre. 
The  care,  however,  of  50D00 
bodies  has  been  my  responsi¬ 
bility  since  I  took  up  this 
appointment,  and  in  sane 
cases  the  identificatkn  has 
been  extremely  difficult,  bid 
we  are  not  aware  that  we  have 
made  any  false  attributions." 

Dr  Knapman  added  that  the 
role  of  the  coroner  in  these 
cases  is  a  judicial  one. 

Most  coroners  are  lawyers 
rather  than  doctors,  as  he  is, 
and  they  are  called  on  to 
determine  die  cause  of  death 
after  listening  to  the  advice  of 
expert  witnesses. 
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Freezing 
payments  for 

single  parents 
places  a  huge 
burden  on 
them,  says  lone 
mother  Alison 
Miller 


QPErmwcwaus 


Last  Saturday  I  found 
myself  rummaging 
around  my  knidcer 
drawer  in  the  hope  of 
finding  £12  I  wanted  to  see 
The  Rake's  Progress  at  the 
church  hall  in  Hampstead. 
Couldn’t  find  the  plastic  and 
The  benefit  cheque  hadn't  arri¬ 
ved-  Eldest  son  was  miserable, 
bruised  after  defeat  on  the 
rugby  field.  Younger  son  mis¬ 
erable  too  after  receiving 
wrong  advent  calendar  (not 
the  Mars  bar  one).  Another 
day  in  the  life  of  a  single 
parent 

This  week  has  been  worse. 
On  Tuesday  the  scalding  hand 
of  Harriet  Harman  descended 
when  I  learnt  of  her  decision  to 
freeze  payments  for  existing 
single  parents.  And,  noth  die 
debate  inspired  by  her  crusade 
to  drive  us  out  to  work,  came 
the  realisation  that  friends 
who  had  previously  accepted 
my  somewhat  eccentric  cir¬ 
cumstances  were  changing 
their  tune.  By  living  on  income 
support  and  hearing  benefit 
when  I  could  “perfectly  well" 
be  working.  I  was  a  bleeder, 
they  said.  “When  are  you 
going  to  let  them  spend  my  tax 
on  something  more  sensible?” 
asked  one  friend.  I  had  be¬ 
come  socially  unacceptable. 

What  is  worse,  it  seems,  is 
that  I  do  not  meet  fife  stereo¬ 
type  of  the  single  parent  You. 
the  taxpayers,  are  supporting 
an  intelligent,  capable,  middle 
dass  woman  who  has  chosen 
to  live  without  male  support 
and  apparently,  to  mitt;  file 
system  to  her  advantage  far 
six  years. 

My  sons  were  six  and  three 
when  my  husband  and  I 
parted.  The  marriage t&hrt 
end  because  1  warned  *  good-, 
life  an  benefit  it  ended  far  afi 
the  reasons  marriages  end, 
and  it  never  crossed  raymind 
that  I  might  not.  be  able  to 
manage.  1  was  a  jotsnafist 
and,  J  cheerfully  assumed,  I’ 
would  carry  on  vesting,  em¬ 
pty,  a  nanny  and  maintain  a 
good  relationship  wi$r  my  - 
sons’  father. 

Then,  six  years  ago,  1  gawr 
up  woric.  By  carrying  an.  it 
semed  to  me,  I  was  risking  the  ■ 
loss  of  something  tocatetdahly 
precious  —  the  experience  erf 
attachment  between  a  mother 
and  child.:  If- 1  continued  to 
alienatrmysdf&omfiiatape-- 
rience  by  putting  work  before 
my  sms,  my  chfidreir  cnpld  . 
“lose"  both  their  parens. Tfey . 
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:  eccentric  circumstances  were  changing  their  time'’ 
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sfiopSKhett  it  wau53notbe 
for  everi:  When  the  insurance 
pafiicy  matured  if  would  pay 
off ^ray- debts  asdr^Ve  me 
posstb^  tooiimch  money  to  Ite 
supported  by  the  State: 

I  resolved  to  take  advantage 


of  file  positiem  in  which  I 
farad  rayseH.  I  had  left  school 
with  two  O  levels  and  by¬ 
passed  university.  Now.  deter¬ 
mined  not  to  lave  my.  sons 
mock  me  later.  I  was  entitled 
to  a  mandatory  grant  for  a 
first  degree.  I  qualified  far 
housing  benefit  and  became 
accustomed  m  a  term-long 
regularity  which  -more  or.  less 
fitted  in  with  school  holidays. 

{discovered  there was  a way 
into  prep  school  education  fix' 
my  sons  if  they  turned  put  to 
have  voices.  Sam  obliged  me 
by  getting  a  place  in  the  choir 
of  the  Temple  Church,  which 
substantially funded  his  place 
^ItSt^ESaxL’s  C^ihedral  Choir  . 
SdrooL  and  my -landlords,  an 
educational  charity,  made  tip 
the  balance! 

Three  years  later  my  youn¬ 
ger  son.  Jack,  steadfastly  re¬ 
fused  to  budj*e  from  the  non- 
earning  chonstership  he  had 
at  -Southwark  Cathedral.  I  . 
persuaded  my  mother  to  un¬ 
derwrite  a  yearns  fees  at  St 
Faldos,  gambling  fitat  he 
would  come  through.  He  got  a 
as  a  probationer  in  the 
term  and  she  kept  her 
money. 

Eventually  the  insurance 
policy  matured. .  It  paid  off 
many  thousands  of  pounds 
worth  of  debts  and  left  me 
cash  to  buy  a  car.  I 
1  a  BSc  in  anthropdo- 
frorn  Goldsmiths  and  re¬ 
turned  to  work  as  a  sub  editor. 

That  knackered  my  back  and 
shoulders  so  I  opted  far  an. 
MSc  at  University  College.  A 
idvert  loan  paid  the  fees  and  i 
was  once  more  able  to  claim 
benefit,  this  despite  the  fact 
that  the  boys  were  boarding. 


Happily  .  their  school  is  :  a 
remarkable,  means-tested  and 
coeducational  establishment 
and  I  pay  no  fees. 

T  am  grateful  to  the  State 
arid  to  many  others  who  have 
played  a  part  in  our  survival: 
We  take  what  comes  our  way. 
Where  onoe  I  was  a  two  O- 
levd  school-leaver,  1  am  how  a 
40-something  graduate  with 
two  degrees.  I  am  an  unpaid 
director  of  a  south  London 
charity,  working  with  families 
that  society  prefers  to  forget 


But  while  I  take  plea¬ 
sure  in  these  accom¬ 
plishments,  they 
-  don't  rild  up  to  a  row 
of  beans  in  the  great  global 
scheme  of  things.  Or  do  they? 
During  the  course  of  the 
Harman  debate,  my  greatest 
concern  has  been  that  we  seem 
to  have  forgotten  file  M  word 
—  mothering.  It  is  unfashion- 
ably  gender  specific.  I  know, 
but  central  to  file  way  we 
develop  and  invest  in  the 
future  of  society. . 

Perhaps  governing  is  more 
difficult  if  a  relationship  be¬ 
tween  people  —  mother  and: 
child  — has  to  be  teen  as  a 
process  which  needs  nurture. 
Call  it  lone  parenting  —  -as 
people.did  this  week — and  we 
can  perpetuate  die  fantasy  that 
relationships  are  commod¬ 
ities.  They  are  not  surdy  it  is 
fundamental  that  relation¬ 
ships  can  neither  be  bought 
nor  sold?" . 

Is  it  rational  to  attack  the 
£340a  htonth income  support. 
016  housing  benefit  ana  £103 
child  and  lone  parent  benefit 
that  I  receive?- We  have  never 
-resorted  to  any  illegal  activity 


—  is  the  fact  that  ray  father 
pays  file  television  rental  a 
problem?  Am  I  despicable 
because  my  mother  will  put 
her  name  to  loan  agreements 
on  my  behalf  should  I  need  her 
to  do  so?  Is  the  fact  that  I  have 
a  supportive  network  of  family 
and  friends  really  worth  at¬ 
tacking?  Or  is  something  else 
going  on? 

1  think  we  need  to  pause, 
reflect,  and  look  far  the  answer 
in  our  own  experience.  We 
were  all  once  dependent  in¬ 
fants  whose  survival  rested 
with  our  mothers.  This  week, 
male  and  female  politicians 
united  to  attack  lone  mothers 
by  taking  away  their  goodies. 
Somehow  lone  parents  invite 
envy,  perhaps  because,  as 
mothers,  we  have  an  innate 
ability  to  survive  attacks. 

Will  our  experience  of  moth¬ 
ering  be  benefited  by  after 
school  dubs?  Yes,  if  we  are 
middle  class  and  can  save  on 
the  nanny.  But  what  about  the 
people  1  know,  for  whom 
mothering  can  be  such  an 
overwhelming  demand  that 
there  is  no  space  for  them  to 
reflect  or  think  about  a  life  for 
themselves? 

Surely  we  must  allow  single 
mothers  the  time  and  space 
they  need  to  nurture  their 
children?  It  is  not  a  permanent 
state.  Indeed,  if  I  accept  pay¬ 
ment  far  this  article,  it  could 
end  my  daim  to  benefit  at  a 
single  swipe.  Taking  the 
money  would  also  mean  that 
Harriet  Hannan  had  won. 
Then  I  will  need  a  job  lucrative 
enough  to  pay  the  £22.000  or 
so  it  would  cost  to  pay  the  fall' 
fees  for  my  sots'  school  each 
year.  What  would  you  do? 
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A  kiss  is  just  a  kiss 

For  men,  it’s  just  a  prelude  but  for  women 
Joe  Joseph  on  the  hit  and  miss  art  of  the  kiss 

JL  Gethsemane  m  Martin  Scorsese’s  vJ™  ^ ._ 

The  Last  Temptation  Of  Christ  has  such  a 


language  are  not;  “I’m  afraid  it’s  terminal", 
but  Can't  we  just  kiss?” 

You  see,  the  difference  between  men  and 
women  is  that,  for  men,  kissing  is  on  the  way 


big  Hollywood  star  been  so  betrayed  by  a  to  somewhere 

kiss  as  Harrison  Ford  has  just  been  by  Helen  Not  that  ?e  tJe*Jnat,on- 

Mirren.  She  squealed  tfafe  week  thatFoS  HfiETTS  Si™  t0  g0  to*e-"le 
her  co-star  in  The  Mosquito  Coast,  was  “the  ^ ^  ~ 

T3SS»-*-* 


Kissing  a  woman 
for  the  first  thru:  is  like 
getting  into  an  unfa¬ 
miliar  rental  car.  You 
turn  on  the  ignition 
.and  flick  one  of  the 
stalks  on  the  steering 
column  to  turn  on  the 
headlights  and  — 
whoosh!  —  the  wipers 
come  on.  Maybe  you 
should  put  on  the  fog- 
lights,  just  to  be  safe: 

Lots- of  things  rush 
through  your  mind 
when  you  kiss  a  new 
woman,  because  kiss¬ 
ing  is  like  a  shop 
window  on  seac  a 
chance  to  look  before 
you  get  into  debt  OK, 
so  now  you’re  kissing 
her...  is  she  kissing 
you  back?  Or  only 
letting  you  kiss  hex? 

Sometimes  she  will 
actually  take  the  init¬ 
iative.  (A  tip:  yon  can 
usually  tell  if  the 
woman  is  taking  the 
initiative  if  it  is  she  Kissing:  so  con 
who  asks  you  to  go 

out  —  although  not,  of  course;  if  you're  both 
in  the  same  room  at  the  time  and  she's 
planning  to  stay  there) 

What  if  she  catches  you  with  your  eyes 
open  —  or  worse  with  only  one  eye  open, 
making  you  look  like  a  winking  weirdo? 
Worse;  what  if  it’s  her  eyes  that  are  open. 
Moustaches,  naturally,  can  be  ofiputong 
(although  if  she  has  a  sweet  personality  that 
often  compensates).  And  when  you're  neck¬ 
ing  witha  giri  from  somewhere  in  America's 
Deep  South.  It  is  always  disconcerting  ff  she 
suddenly  confides  in  you  that  you  kiss  just 
like  her  big  brother.  And  her  unde. 

And  how  far  do  you  go?  Until  she  tells  you 
to  stop.  That's  why  many  men  find  that  the 
four  most  disconcerting  words  in  the  English 


Kissing:  so  common,  so  difficult 


lights.  Women  know 
that  the  destination 
Wfli  stOI  be  there 
tomorrow;  but  men, 
by  nature  more  cauti¬ 
ous,  like  to  make  sure. 

And  what  if,  while 
you’ve  had  your  eyes 
closed  all  these  years, 
kissing  fashions  have 
changed?  Maybe 
French  kissing  is  now 
passe  and  German 
kissing  is  all  the  rage? 
Does  German  kissing 
involve  taking  regular 
breaks  for  a  bratwurst 
sandwich?  What  fan 
will  be  left  us  when 
European  Union  kiss¬ 
ing  takes  over,  and  we 
all  give  up  our  right  to 
kiss  because  various 
bureaucrats  in  Brus¬ 
sels  will  be  doing  all 
our  kissing  far  us? 

On  the  other  hand, 
what  if  you’re  too 
good  a  kisser?  Is  she 
thinking:  “Hey,  this 
non,  so  difficult  guy  seems  pretty  ex¬ 
perienced.  I’m  proba¬ 
bly  just  another  notch  on  his  belt."  So  you 
see,  it  takes  a  lot  of  practice  to  be  so  good  a 
kisser  that  people  cant  tell  how  good  you  ac¬ 
tually  are.  But  wait  what  if  she’s  too  good  a 
kisser.  Are  you  grateful?  Or  just  suspicious? 

Anyway,  what  about  Helen  Mirren?  Is  she 
a  good  kisser?  “Of  course.”  her  partner. 
Taylor  Hackfonf,  said  yesterday.  “What  else 
could  I  say?" 

But  listen.  Harrison,  there’s  a  way  out.  One 
of  Britain's  leading  anthropologists  told  me 
yesterday  that  kissing  is  a  very  Western 
habit  In  most  of  Africa,  there  is  simply  no 
tradition  of  kissing.  It's  just  not  part  of  file 
culture  They're  not  that  big  on  foreplay, 
either.  Maybe  it’s  time  to  remake  The 
African  Queen, 


LONDON 

UNBEATABLE  BfiEAKS 

BED  AND  FULL  TRADITIONAL  BREAKFAST  FROM 


Hua 

le  UtricBes  PtcaSf 
UHfaMfcoVMdoif 
Granwor  Horse 
TfaeCwEttfifl 
TheCunberianfHott 
Stned  Raba  H«ri~ 
Hotdtasd 
SateGtagts  Hotel 
Regent  tabttffctdt 


Uxjun  He 

Wat  Bn  gg- 

ComrGwa  £75" 
War  Be  £79 

*»£»  £59 


ttsEn  £55 

w®  e»  m 

tMIMinr  £42 


•  Was  are  per  penon.  per  night  Including 
accommodation,  fun  traditional  breakfast 
&  VAT  at  175%  bated  on  2  adults  sharing  a 
twtnAfouUe  naoni. 

«  fingle  xuppleniem  charge  applicable - 
pftase  at  toenwtion  agenB  far  details. 


Offer  available  between 
21st  December  1997 
and  2nd  February  1998 

(oetafing  2Sth  and  31st  Deornber  1997} 


at# 

FORTE 


■  ■  r,. » •„.  >  -  **•  ** 

- •  £  -  • .  ?•:?•  ;•  13  i-  D'.c-v  i-  1997. 

V  .  a:::;-  i 


-  „  -  .  .  r-  i1*:-- 

'.-r\  •  "  ™ 


0345  40  40  40 


QUOTING  R'FERE.'JCE  LON  2 


dMERIDIEN  I  Posthouse  1  Signature 


22 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  4  1997 


Facing  up 
to  a  climate 
of  change 

Tony  Blair  on  the  significance 
of  today’s  Green  summit 


I  can  remember  the  excite¬ 
ment  both  in  politics  and 
among  people,  particular¬ 
ly  the  young,  when  the  Rio 
Earth  summit  faced  up  to  the 
growing  threat  to  our 
environment. 

If  we  are  honest  however, 
much  as  that  summit  put 
environmental  issues  cm  the 
map,  a  huge  amount  needs  to 
be  done.  It  has  not  created  the 
sort  of  world  that  we  all  want. 

Kyoto  must  be  different  and 
the  Government  is  doing  all 
that  it  can  to  put  pressure  on 
countries  resistant  to  tackling 
global  warming.  John  Prescott 
nas  done  an  excellent  job  in 
focusing  the  minds  of  fellow 
governments  on  the  difficult 
choices  that  lie  ahead. 

Today  John  and  I  are  host¬ 
ing  a  “Green  summit"  in 
Downing  Street  with  some  of 
the  nation’s  top  business 
people.  Some  commentators 
have  said  that  the  needs  of 
business  and  the  environment 
cannot  be  reconciled  —  [  don’t 
agree.  There  is  a  third  way.  It 
is  viral  that  business  is  in¬ 
volved.  and  it  wants  to  be. 
Climate  change  affects  us  all. 
If  we  are  to  tackle  it,  everyone 
must  work  together.  If  busi¬ 
ness  is  not  involved  then  the 
targets  we  sign  up  to  will  be 
empty  and  meaningless.  Kyo¬ 
to  is  very  much  the  beginning 
of  die  process.  It  does  not  end 
there.  It  will  be  up  to  govern¬ 
ments.  business  and  individ¬ 
uals  to  ensure  that  any 
agreement  reached  leads  to 
real  change. 

The  whole  of  the  British 
Government  is  involved.  As 
well  as  John  Prescott  I  have 
invited  four  other  members  of 
the  Cabinet  —  Gordon  Brown. 
Robin  Cook.  Margaret  Beckett 
and  Gavin  Strang  —  to  today's 
meeting  with  business  people, 
scientists  and  trade  unionists. 
It  is  the  first  time  business  has 
got  together  at  such  a  summit 
to  think  through  the  best 
options  on  how  to  tackle 
climate  change.  We  have  two 
simple  questions  to  put  to 
them.  What  can  you  do  to  help 
to  combat  the  threat  of  climate 
change?  and  what  can  the 
Government  do  to  assist? 

We  will  also  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  study  a  report  which 
will  be  submitted  to  me  at  the 
meeting  by  David  Davies, 
chairman  of  the  Government’s 
Advisory  Committee  on  Busi¬ 
ness  and  Environment.  It  con¬ 
cludes  that  inaction  is  not  an 
option.  The  report  also  says 
climate  change  offers  opportu¬ 
nities  for  all  husiness  sectors  to 
improve  competitiveness  and 
take  advantage  of  the  need  for 
improved  processes  and  prod¬ 
ucts.  Although  the  science  is 
far  from  exact,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  estimate  the  costs  of 
the  damage,  it  is  dear  that, 
unchecked  climate  change 
threatens  the  world’s  ecosys¬ 
tem  and  will  impose  enor¬ 
mous  human  and  husiness 
costs. 

Global  warming  could  lead 
to  an  increase  in  stormy 
weather,  with  low-lying  areas 
of  eastern  and  southern  Eng¬ 
land  facing  the  threat  of 
flooding.  To  give  some  idea  of 
that  threat,  the  great  storm  of 
1QS7  cost  our  economy  about 
£3  billion  at  today's  prices. 
That  is  nothing  compared 
with  what  could  happen  if  we 
allow  global  wanning  to  go 
unchecked. 

Ar  this  morning*  summit  I 
want  to  hear  practical  propos¬ 
als.  There  has  been  too  much 


talk  of  the  pain  involved  in 
cutting  greenhouse  gases,  not 
enough  talk  about  me  gains 
Climate  change  is  an  interna¬ 
tional  phenomenon,  which 
does  not  respect  national  bor¬ 
ders.  Nations  cannot  act  alone. 
Many  of  the  businesses  repre¬ 
sented  today  are  multi-nat¬ 
ional  companies  with 
worldwide  interests.  They  can 
play  a  leading  role  in  deliver¬ 
ing  cuts  in  greenhouse  gases, 
not  only  in  the  UK.  but  in  both 
the  developed  and  developing 
worlds. 

Among  those  at  the  summit 
will  be  John  Browne,  of  BP.  Dr 
Chris  Fay.  of  Shell.  Sir  Colin 
Marshall  of  the  CBI,  Sir 
Ronald  Hampel  of  ICI.  Keith 
Henry  of  National  Pbwer. 
Nick  Reilly  of  Vauxhall.  and 
Bill  Morris  of  the  T&GWU. 
They  will  have  ideas  about 
how  we  can  deliver  what  is 
agreed  at  Kyoto,  and  how  we 
can  exploit  the  opportunities 
that  arise. 

The  European  Union  wants 
to  see  a  15  per  cent  reduction  in 
those  gases  that  cause  global 
warming.  Yes.  it  is  ambitious: 
yes,  other  countries,  including 
America,  believe  this  is  too 
difficult.  Yes.  developing  coun¬ 
tries  feel  it  will  harm  their 
chances  of  catching  up  with 
the  developed  economies.  But 
we  should  see  it  as  an  opportu¬ 
nity  for  business  and  a  means 
to  create  jobs.  The  environ¬ 
mental  industry  is  growing 
rapidly.  At  present  it  is  worth 
in  the  region  of  £170  billion,  of 
which  die  UK  share  is  about 
£75  billion.  By  the  year  2000  it 
is  estimated  that  the  industry 
will  have  grown  to  £203  bil¬ 
lion.  and  by  2010  its  value 
could  rise  to  £388  billion. 

The  UK  has  an  excellent 
track  record  in  science  and 
technology.  We  need  to  build 
on  diis  knowledge  and  exper¬ 
tise  to  develop  new.  clean 
technologies.  We  need  to  look 
at  new  ways  of  producing 
energy.  This  could  involve 
promoting  greater  use  of  solar 
energy  ana  making  more  use 
of  renewable  sources.  This  will 
ensure  that  the  UK  delivers 
what  it  has  signed  up  to  and 
will  help  other  countries  fulfil 
their  commitments. 

There  is  money  to  be 
made  and  there  are  jobs 
to  be  created.  To  do  that 
we  must  meet  the  challenge  of 
Kyoto.  Global  warming  is  not 
going  to  go  away.  If  we  are  to 
make  real  progress  at  Kyoto 
there  has  to  be  a  partnership 
between  governments  and 
business.  We  need  to  develop  a 
common  cause,  an  interna¬ 
tional  crusade  to  win  this 
battle. 

The  nations  of  the  world 
must  act.  The  science  is  far 
from  perfect:  we  cannot  be 
precise  about  what  might  hap¬ 
pen.  or  the  exact  timescale,  but 
the  clock  is  running.  If  we  do 
not  act  to  tackle  global  warm¬ 
ing  then  we  run  the  risk  of 
leaving  a  dreadful  legacy. 

The  threat  from  global 
warming  is  already  affecting 
this  generation,  it  will  affect 
out  children  even  more;  we 
cannot  even  begin  to  predict 
how  it  will  affect  out  children's 
children.  That  is  why  the 
Kyoto  climate  change  confer¬ 
ence  is  so  important.  We  will 
do  our  bit.  Other  countries 
must  do  theirs.  So  must  every 
individual.  We  owe  it  to  future 
generations  to  make  it  a 
success.  Anything  less  would 
be  a  betrayal. 


Twilight  of  the  Garden 


When  1  was  chairman  of 
the  Arts  Council  in  the 
1980s.  the  Royal  Opera 
House  went  through 
some  difficult  periods,  but  nothing 
like  the  present.  Financially,  the 
worst  year  in  my  time  was  1985-86, 
when  the  Arts  Council  grant  reached 
a  peak  of  £22  million,  measured  in 
constant  1996-97  prices.  That  was 
unreasonably  high,  and  took  money 
away  from  less  prestigious  but  equal¬ 
ly  important  arts  bodies.  In  that  year, 
the  box  office  produced  only  £105 
million,  and  sponsorship  and  dona¬ 
tions  only  £3.6  million-  The  Arts 
Council’s  response  was  to  warn  the 
Royal  Opera  House  that  the  public 
subsidy  would  be  tapered  down¬ 
wards.  and  to  encourage  the  raising 
of  receipts  from  the  box  office,  as  well 
as  from  sponsors  and  donors. 

By  I9S9,  the  year  that  I  left,  this 
policy  had  worked  rather  well.  Arts 
Council  funding  had  been  reduced  to 
£195  million,  a  cut  of  10  per  cent  in 
real  terms,  which  released  funds  for 
other  work.  Box  office  receipts  had 
risen  to  £14.6  million,  and  sponsor¬ 
ship  and  donations  to  £7.8  million.  In 
198556,  Arts  Council  grants  had 
exceeded  the  box  office  and  sponsor¬ 
ship  by  nearly  60  per  cent  By  1988-89 
the  grant  was  10  per  cent  lower  than  . 
the  total  of  the  box  office  and 
sponsorship.  In  addition,  one  of 
Britain’s  most  successful  business¬ 
men,  Lord  Sainsbuiy  of  Preston 
Candover.  had  been  appointed  chair¬ 
man  by  die  board  and  Sir  Jeremy 
Isaacs  had  been  appointed  general 
director.  I  had  not  been  sure  that 
these  two  stars  would  work  ideally 
togetlier,  but  they  seemed  to  have 
developed  a  good  working  relati¬ 
onship. 

Problems  from  the  unions  and  the 
need  for  closure  in  order  to  rebuild 
the  house  were  worrying,  but  there 
was  reason  to  think  thar  the  new 
management  and  the  improved  fi¬ 
nancial  position  would  help  to  over¬ 
come  them.  I  had  always  been 
conscious  of  some  resentment  that 
the  Royal  Opera  House  felt  at  any 
outside  advice  or  pressure,  but  that  is 
common  with  major  arts  bodies.  The 
quality  of  operatic  performances  was 
high,  and  it  has  remained  so  in  the 
!990s. 

The  report  on  the  Royal  Opera 
House  by  the  Culture.  Media  and 
Sport  Committee  shows  that  the 
management  in  the  middle  and  late 
I99(te  failed  disastrously  to  master 
the  problem  of  the  closure  of  the 
house.  The  committee  takes  its  ac¬ 
count  of  this  loss  of  grip  from  the 
minutes  of  the  board  in  1995  and 


Key  figures  at  the  Royal  Opera  should 
go  —  but  let  us  stop  this  bullying 


1996.  They  were  the  crucial  years.  In 
January  1995  the  board  was  explor¬ 
ing  options  for  alternative  venues  for 

1997,  when  the  closure  was  actually  to 
take  place;  they  were  still  doing  so  in 
the  middle  of  1996.  When  the  closure 
actually  happened,  die  plans,  such  as 
they  were,  proved  quite  inadequate 
and  financially  ruinous.  In  March. 

1996,  all  170  members  of  the  staff 
signed  a  petition  expressing  concern 
about  the  prospects  for  closure:  they 
were  right  to  be  womed. 

Two  people  must  bear  the  greatest 
responsibility  for  this  failure,  the 
chairman  and  the  general  director  at 
the  time.  Sir  Angus 
Stirling  and  Sir 
Jeremy  Isaacs.  Nei¬ 
ther  of  them  can  be 
categorised  as  an 
amateur  or  merely 
establishment  fig¬ 
ure.  Indeed,  Sir 

Jeremy  Isaacs  made  - - 

his  career  as  an 
anti-establishment  innovator  in  tele¬ 
vision.  Sir  Angus  Stirling  had  been 
very  successful  as  the  chief  executive 
of  die  National  Trust,  a  £100  mfllion 
business:  Sir  Jeremy  Isaacs  had  been 
successful  as  the  managing  director 
of  Channel  4.  They  should  have 
ensured  that  a  permanent  venue 
would  be  available  during  the  period 
of  closure;  they  could  have  postponed 
the  closure  until  a  satisfactory  ar¬ 
rangement  had  been  made.  They 
failed  to  do  either 

Their  successors  arrived  to  con¬ 
front  a  situation  which  was  already 
desperate.  Lord  Chadlington  suc¬ 
ceeded  as  diairman  only  in  Septem¬ 
ber  1996;  Miss  Genista  McIntosh 
took  over  as  chief  executive  in 
January  1997.  and  Ms  Allen  became 
chief  executive  only  in  September 

1997.  after  the  house  had  already 
dosed.  The  committee  puts  a  large 
share  of  the  responsibility  on  Lord 
Chadlington  and  Ms  Allen.  That 
does  not  seem  altogether  fair.  People 
who  take  on  desperate  situations 
deserve  more  support  and  sympathy 
in  their  unenviable  task. 

However,  both  of  them  bore  some 
additional  responsibility  lor  the  situa¬ 
tion  in  which  they  found  themselves. 
Ms  Allen,  before  accepting  the  Royal 
Opera  House  post,  had  been  the 
secretary-general  of  the  Arts  Council. 
In  the  circumstances,  it  was  probably 
unwise  of  her  to  accept  Lord 


Rees~Mogg 


Chad  Lin  gton’s  invitation  to  go  over  to 
the  Royal  Opera  House.  Lord 
Chadlington  had  himself  been  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Arts  Council’s  lottery 
paneL  before  he  joined  tiie  board  of 
the  Opera  House,  which  was  shortly 
before  he  became  chairman. 

The  commminee  recommends  that 
the  board  and  the  chief  executive 
should  resign,  and  that,  if  they  foil  to 
do  so.  the  Secretary  of  State  should 
“make  dear  to  the  Arts  Council  that 
he  expects  them  to  cease  payments  of 
Grant  in  Aid  to  the  Royal  Opera 
House"  Manifestly,  the  board  has 
foiled  to  meet  the  standards  one 
would  expect  of 
them.  They  certain¬ 
ly  ought  to  offer 
their  resignations 
and  so  should  the 
•chief  executive.  .1  dp. 
noLrhowever,  at  all 
like  the  chain  of 

- —  bullying  which  is 

implied  in  the  form 
of  the  committee's  recommendation. 
The  committee  is  to  bully  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State;  the  Secretary  of  State  is 
to  bully  the  Arts  Council;  the  Arts 
Council  is  to  bully  the  board  of  the 
Royal  Opera  House.  If  arts  funding  it 
to  be  handled  in  this  way,  there  will 
be  few  people  wiling  to  accept  such 
unpleasant  conditions.  One  has  to 
remember  that  all  the  members  of  the 
Arts  CoundJ.  and  ali  the  members  of 
the  board  of  the  Royal  Opera  House, 
are  unpaid  volunteers  whose  reputa¬ 
tions  are  at  risk.  When  they  get  things 
wrong,  they  may  have  to  go,  but 
threats  by  parliamentary  committees 
are  not  what  they  deserve. 

The  problem  is  a  real  one.  The  old 
Covent  Garden  Opera  House, 
though  very  beautiful,  was  hopeless¬ 
ly  out  of  date,  and  it  has  to  be 
completely  rebuilt  Opera  is  a  very 
highly  subsidised  art  form  in  most 
European  countries,  though  less 
highly  subsidised  in  Britain.  It  is 
inherently  expensive  to  produce, 
particularly  the  19th-century  operas, 
with  their  large  choruses  and  tradi¬ 
tionally  lainsh  productions. 

Verdi  does  not  come  cheap:  nor 
does  Wagner.  The  great  singers 
command  star  fees,  exaggerated  by 
the  subsidies  of  other  nations.  The 
Royal  Opera  is  the  leading  company 
of  Britain.  In  favourable  circum¬ 
stances  it  can  be  run  on  a  reasonable 
subsidy,  with  a  fair  proportion  of 


cheaper  seats,  but  die  problems  of  the 
rebuilding  and  the  closure  over¬ 
whelmed  the  old  management  and 
then  proved  too  much  for  the  new  one 
as  well. 

There  is  indeed  a  need  for  a  new 
structure;  in  order  to  make  that 
possible,  the  old  board  and  its  top 
management  should  be  content  to  go. 
The  committee's  recommendation  to 
appoint  an  administrator  in  their 
place  is  probably  die  wrong  way  to 
meet  a  real  need.  The  silliest  sentence 
in  the  committee’s  report  is  that  they 
“would  prefer  to  see  the  house  run  by 
a  philistine  with  die  requisite  finan¬ 
cial  acumen  than  by  the  succession  of 
opera  and  ballet  lovers  who  have 
brought  a  great  and  valuable  institu¬ 
tion  to  its  knees".  If  a  philistine  were 
put  in  charge,  the  Royal  Opera 
House  would  be  an  artistic  and  an 
even  greater  financial  disaster.  Rii 
listines  cannot  make  a  success  of 
opera  houses. 

The  committee  recognised  thar 
Mrs  Vivienne- Duffidd  and- Sir  Rob¬ 
ert  .Gavron  were  excellent  directors 
who  had  tittle  responsibility  for  the 
disaster.  I  would  accept  the  board’s 
resignation  and  then  ask  Mrs 
Duffidd  to  be  the  new  chairman:  she 
loves  die  house,  has  devoted  herself 
and  her  money  to  it.  has  great 
financial  acumen,  and  has  a  tough 
and  indomitable  spirit  That  is  what 
is  most  needed  now.  She  could  choose 
a  new  general  director,  who  would 
answer  to  her:  heaven  help  the 
director  if  he  let  her  down. 

The  committee  seems  also  be 
unrealistic  about  the  sources 
of  future  funding.  The  fi¬ 
nances  of  the  Royal  Opera 
House  can  be  made  to  balance  only  if 
there  is  a  combination  of  three 
dements  —  puhlic  funding,  private 
sponsorship  and  gifts  —  and  a 
substantial  box  office  contribution. 
This  does  mean  that  those  who  can 
afford  very  high  prices  ought  to  pay 
handsomely  for  the  boxes  and  the 
best  seats.  The  Austrian  taxpayer  is 
willing  to  subsidise  the  opera  in 
Vienna  so  that  the  wealthiest  opera- 
goers  can  enjoy  cheap  seats  in  the 
best  parts  of  the  house.  That  does  not 
make  sense;  it  increases  the  extent  to 
which  die  poor  are  subsiding  the 
rich.  At  this  point  of  disaster  in 
Covent  Garden,  eveiything  needs  to 
be  re-thought,  but  tiw  old  sources  of 
funding,  mult  up  over  many  years, 
cannot  simply  be  discarded. 

The  future  for  the  Royal  Opera 
House  depends  on  good  manage¬ 
ment.  but  it  also  depends  on  a 
successful  blending  of  old  and  new. 


Just  William 

MODERNISING  the  monarchy  is  a  long  slow  job,  particularly  when  it 
comes  to  marriage:  ask  Ffion  Jenkins.  The  fiancee  of  Tory  leader  William 
Hague  discovered  this  foe  other  night  when  Buckingham  Palace  failed  to 
invite  her  to  a  state  banquet  leaving  her  intended  to  pitch  up  an  his  own. 
Poor  Hague  was  one  of  onlv  a  handful  of  the  130  guests  who  were  not 
accompanied  to  the  dinner,  thrown  by  the  Queen  for  he  President  of 
Brazil  Meanwhile  Tony  dined  with  Cherie  and  Paddy  entertained  his 
wife  Jane.  Fr-mds  of  William  and 
Ffion  are  unimpressed.  "I  under¬ 
stand  the  need  for  protocol  but  it  is 
unreasonable  not  to  invite  the 

woman  who  is  going  to  be  his 
wife."  says  Julie  Kirkbnde.  prom¬ 
ising  new*  Tory  MP- 
The  Palace,  however,  is 
unrepen tant.“If  fiances  are  invited 
to  state  banquets  then  spaces  for 
other  guests  will  not  be  available. 

In  tliree  weeks  time  she  will  be 
invited."  They  wed  an  December 
19.  Happily  Hague  was  compen¬ 
sated  by  talking  intenijy  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales.  The  absence  of 
female  company  brought  forte 
sympathy  from  the  great  Lord  Si 
jSTof  Fawsley.  a  regular.  "Lady 
Douglas  Home  once  arrived  with 
he r  husband  Alee  at  a  banque 
unaware  that  her  presence  was  nut 
reouesfed.  Lord  Home  was  led  into 
the  dining  room.  His  wife  was 

i"  1*  a™'11'5 

quarter*  for  the  duration. 


the  disastrous  miners  strike,  has 
been  turned  into  a  rather  swanky 
wine  bar. 


Upset  Kirkbnde,  and  Ffion 


Paul  Keetch*  Liberal  Democrat 
MP.  received  a  message  otr  his 
bleeper  in  the  Commons  chamber 
this  week:  “ Your  shirt  is  undone 
and  your  stomach  is  sticking  out." 
The  author  was  his  wife. 


Shoot  out 

THE  Duchess  of  York  is  adopting 
a  novel  line  in  the  hunting  debate. 
She  has  been  advising  friends  to 


give  up  5 hooting  because  she  be¬ 
lieves  it  is  bad  for  one’s  "karma", 
after  consulting  a  mystic  in  India 
earlier  this  year.  For  some  of  her 
friends,  responding  to  her  plea  has 
meant  making  mighty  sacrifices. 

Nigel  Fenner-Fownes.  a  million¬ 
aire  restaurateur  and  dose  friend 
of  the  Duchess,  has  left  his  Purdeys 
in  their  case  since  the  beginning  of 
the  season,  offidally  blaming  pres¬ 
sure  of  business.  But  friends  of  the 
former  Lloyd's  broker,  who  has 
been  bagging  birds  for  the  past  15 
years,  say  he  has  fallen  for  the 
Duchess'S  persuasive  manner.  "I 
have  just  not  had  the  time  this  sea¬ 
son,"  moans  Feimer-Rwvnes.  “I 
miss  the  shoots  and  some  of  the 
people.” 

FT  is  Thatcherism's  greatest  rri- 
umpk .  Arthur  Satrgill's  old  Shef¬ 
field  HQ.  from  where  he  directed 


0  DEFIANCE,  or  a  last  stand? 
Above  is  Humphrey,  the  Downing 
Street  cat,  adorning  the  Cabinet 
Office  Christmas  card.  Sir  Robin 
Butler.  Cabinet  Secretary,  chose 
the  picture  against  medical  advice 
—  amid  fears  that  a  bad  kidney 
might  prevent  Humphrey  from 
making  it  to  Christmas. 


Black  mark 

THOSE  republicans  at  Blackwell’s 
are  taking  a  risk  —  they  have  been 


selling  Kitty  Kelley's  trashy  book 
The  Royals.  British  publishers,' 
fearing  libel,  steered  dear.  Water- 
stone's  and  Books  etc  warned 
shops  that  they  could  be  in  trouble 
if  they  imported  iLThe  US  publish¬ 
er  undertook  not  even  to  distribute 
foe  book  here.  But  a  Blackwell’s 
store  has  somehow  listed  it  as  a 
"Christmas  choice".  The  managing 
director.  Anthony  Thompson,  says 
that  he  ordered  the  books  off 
shelves  while  he  "checked  foe  legal 
position".  Strange  that  this  week 
the  branch  was  still  telling  custom¬ 
ers  that  it  “had  a  couple"  left. 

Are  new  labour's  polity  works  run¬ 
ning  out  of  steam?  David 
Miliband,  chief  mega-brain  in  the 
No  10  Polity  Unit,  addressed  some 
young  Labour  researchers  at  a 
meeting  in  the  Commons  and 
asked  them  for  bright  ideas.  Bui 
despite  his  gracious  manner,  the 
wretches  could  only  whinge  about 
cuts  to  lone  parents r  benefits. 

Bravo  Brava . 

A  Playboy  cover  girl  has  signed  her 
first  classical  music  contract.  Linda 
Brava,  whose  talents  have  already 
been  noticed  by  Lord  Lloyd- 
Webber,  is  to  record  the  violin  con¬ 
certo  of  her  fellow  Fin,  foe  fore  Jean 
Sibelius.  Dismissing  suggestions 


Brava:  new  string  to  her  bow 

that  her  pair  of  jobs  seem  to  lead  in 
different  directions,  she  says:  “The 
Playboy  shots  are  very  beautiful,  f 
am  so  proud.  They  are  like  paint¬ 
ings:"  l  am  sure  they  are.  But  Ms 
Bravai  more  Pamela  Anderson 
than  Lorf  Menuhin,  makes  Van¬ 
essa  May  took  starchy.  So  what 
does  the  Sibelius  Society  make  of 
die  news?  “Vtfe  welcome  any  at¬ 
tempt  to  widen  the  appeal  of  Sibe¬ 
lius."  Thar  appeal,  I  suspect,  has 
Just  been  truly  widened. 

.  JASPER  GERARD 


You’re  in  a 
minority, . 
Mr  Straw 

Magnus  Linklater 


on  a  worryingly 


divisive  new  law 


The  lady’s  cut-glass  accent  —  the 
familiar  sound  of  the  interfer¬ 
ing  middle  class  at  its  bossiest 
—  rang  through  the  village  hall. 
“Now.  everyone,  I  want  you  to  gather 
round  and  listen  carefully.  Could  we 
please  have  a  little  hush  at  the  back 
there?"  It  could  easily  have  been 
Lynda  Snell,  straight  out  of  The 
Archers:  it  positively  invited  mutiny. 

In  fact,  this  was  a  dip  from  a  recent 
radio  programme  on  anti-English 
attitudes  in  Scotland.  The  resentful 
muttering  in  the  background,  we 
were  told,  was  a  manifestation  of 
racial  prejudice.  a  malaise  that  was 
sadly  on  the  increase  north  of  the 
border. 

From  today  we  have  a  Bill  to 
control  iL  The  Scottish  section  of  the 
Crime  and  Disorder  Bill  dictates  that 
if  it  turns  nasty  —  if,  for  instance,  the 
village  were  to  gang  up  on  foe  Lynda 
Snell  figure,  causing  her  to  feel  she 
and  her  family  were  being  driven  out 
of  the  community  —  the  police  could 
step  in.  The  new  Bill  introduces  foe 
offence  of  persistent  harassment,  and 
Government  sources  have  stressed 
that  the  aim  is  to  “crack  down"  on 
hostility  towards  “ethnic  minorities", 
with  the  English  specifically  in  mind. 

The  English?  An  ethnic  minority 
within  the  United  Kingdom?  Even  I 
had  not  realised  we  had  travelled  this 
far.  Nor  was  1  aware  that  racial 
prejudice  in  Scotland  was  so  bad  that 
it  required  new  laws  to  control  it 
True,  there  have  been  incidences  of 
anti-English  discrimination,  mostly 
in  rural  communities  where  there 
may  be  resentment  against  rich 
incomers.  And  there  is,  of  course,  a 
rich  tradition  of  English-baiting  on 
foe  football  terraces.  But  I  doubt  if 
deep-seated  prejudice  is  widespread, 
or  growing.  The  nation  that  this  is  a 
social  menace  which  requires  new 
laws  is  absurd. 

But  that  is  the  trouble  with  socially 
improving  legislation  of  the  kind  to 
which  this  Government  —  and  its 
predecessor.—  is  now  seemingly 
dedicated.  Laws  which  seek  to  regu¬ 
late  the  way  people  behave  tend 
towards  extremes.  On  one  level,  foe 
Home  Secretaiy’s  Bill  (of  which  this 
is  a  section)  is  a  straightforward 
response  to  public  concern  about 
social  disorder  —  young  tearaways 
who  make  life  on  housing  estates 
intolerable;  gangs  who  wage  cam¬ 
paigns  of  hatred  against  Pakistani 
.  families;  children  roaming  the  streets 
late  at  night.  But  it  is  also  greatly 
extends  foe  powers  of  the  authorities. 
Jt  enables  foe  police  to  arrest  individ¬ 
uals  for  causing  alarm  or  distress: 
imposes  a  statutory  duty  on  councils 
to  devise  anti -disorder  strategies:  sets 
down  “parenting”  orders,  requiring 
parents  to  ensure  their  children 
attend  school  and  are  home  by  fixed 
times;  introduces  the  concept  of 
night-time  curfews. 

All  this  may  catch  foe  headlines.  1 
doubt  if  it  wfll  do  much  to  improve 
behaviour,  and  I  am  certain  it  will 
lead  to  a  deterioration  in  relations 
with  the  police,  on  whom  much  of  the 
burden  wall  fall.  They  will  have  to 
interpret  then  impose  the  new  laws. 

It  is  perhaps  unfortunate  that  the 
legislation  makes  its  first  appearance 
in  the  same  week  as  the  suspension  of 
Detective  Superintendent  Ray 
Mallon.  wfoo  introduced  the  concept 
of  “zero  tolerance"  in  Middles¬ 
brough.  Jack  Straw  mighr  almost 
have  had  Mallon  in  mind  when  he 
began  drafting  his  new  Bill.  Zero 
tolerance,  as  applied  in  Middles¬ 
brough,  meant  stopping  people  for 
spitting,  swearing  or  dropping  litter. 
It  meant  stamping  out  “loutish 
behaviour,"  and  cracking  down  on 
the  theft  of  milk  bottles.  But  ft  also 
meant  using  CS  gas  more  often  than 
any  other  force  in  Britain,  a  fourfold 
increase  in  stop-and-search  arrests, 
and  a  highly  dubious  set  of  crime 
figures. 

Good  relations  with  the  police 
are  vital  if  standards  of 
public  behaviour  are  to  be 
raised.  It  is  hard  to  imagine  a  policy 
better  designed  to  achieve  the  exact 
opposite.  It  is  interesting  to  note  chat 
there  is  a  marked  absence  of  enthusi¬ 
asm  for  the  Middlesbrough  model 
among  other  police  forces.  Building 
confidence  in  foe  police  within  a 
community  means  working  with  it. 
Institutionalised  harassment,  of  the 
kind  practised  by  Mallon,  is  hardly 
the  best  way  of  adiieving  that;  nor  is 
applying  a  set  of  laws  which  com¬ 
mand  resentment,  rather  than  re¬ 
spect 

I  have  a  double  complaint  against 
the  Scottish  section  of  this  Bill.  If  it  is 
used  to  tackle  .anti-English  behav¬ 
iour-  it  will  create  a.  set.  of  crime 
statuses  where  none  existed  before, 
elevating  a  minor  prejudice  into  a 
major  political  issue.  And  it  wiU 
exacerbate. relations  just  at  the  point 
where  they  sbould  .be  improving.  The 
whole  point  of  devolution  was  to  give 
Scotland  powers  which  had  hitherto 
been  wielded  south  of  the  border, 
thus  removing  a  major  -  cause  of 
political  resentment  The  idea  was 
that  abetter  balance  would  be  struck. 

Stwo  .partners  within  the 
Kingdom  on  a  more  equal 
footing  than  before. 

How  depressing,  then,  to  see  a  new 
law  bong  brought  forward,  which 
carries  the  presumption  of  hostility 
between  two  sets  of  citizens,  and 
seeks  to  codify  ft.  And  if,  on  foe  other 
hand,  rrtinisrers  assure  us  thatihere 
is  no  such  presumption,  then,  why 
introduce  it  at  all? 
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TALES  OF  KAUFMAN 


**  ^  Unfortun atrfy, 
^aWKaufinanj  report  on  the  Royal 
QpeaHouse,^pQblished  yesterday,  is  as 
wa*town die  death  scene  from  Mdnon 
— and  as  hard  to  take  seriously  as 

.“S"*?*™*  a  Louisiana 

wMftness.  with  his  intemperate  language 
and  sensational  recommendations,  the 
™nnan  of  fee -Culture,  Media  and  Spent 
UHramttee  has  ensured  himself  two  days  of 
headhnes.  But  as  a  considered  critique  of  the 
Jproptems  facing  Covent  Garden*  Mr  Kauf- 
.  man’s  report  deserves  less  applause. . 

Many  will  share  fee  comnuttBe^s  frustra¬ 
tion  with  thf*  «<»  _ „ _ _  •*.  _ 


evpliinaejbq!  irigh 


House.  Hundreds  of  milKons  of  pounds  of 
taxpayers*  money  have  been  poured  into  an 
institution  that  has  been  overseen  by  unpaid 
amateurs  with  little  financial  or  manage- 

mpnt  cWTl  _ A  t**-.  - 


.  The  structures  of  management.  ■Were 
invisible,  with  the  chief  executive,  as  fee 
report  admits,  having  “lespanslbilily  wife- 
out  power".  RnanriaJ  information  was  as 
opaque  as  it  was  inaccurate.  Artistic 
considerations  were  put  above  financial 
concerns.  And,  when  it  came  to  planning  fhp 
years  of  closure  white  the  opera  house  was 
bring  redeveloped.  Covent  Garden’s  hoard 
members  looked  over  the  precipice,  shut 
their  eyes  and  jumped.  -  . 

In  its  exposure  of  this  rutpahl*  failure  of 
planning,  Mr  Kaufinan*  report  is  detailed 
and  trenchant  Where  it  falls  down.  how¬ 
ever.  is  in  its  personal  critictem  of  individ¬ 
uals,  in  particular  the  new  chief  executive. 
Mazy  Allen  is  attacked  in  language  feat 
might  be  appropriate  for  a  fraudster  or 
peculator,  but  not  for  a  decent  public  servant 
in  a  mire  of  many*  making. . 

Her^aime".  inMr  Kaufmans  eyes,  was 
to  accept  the  job  without  It  having  been  ad¬ 
vertised,  a  condition  of  die  funding- agree- 


TIGER  BALM 


The  medicine  prescribed  fay  fee  Intern  at-  tmanpkjymenl  Given  the  militancy  of  the 
fcmal  Monetary  Fund  for  South  Korea  is  a  labour  muons,  fee  lade  of  effective  social 
powerful  emetic,  intended  to  effect  a  rapid  safety  nets  for  fee  unemployed,  the  justified 
sluicing  out  of  hs  debt-ridden  financial  -  anger  of  its  new  middle  class  and  the  weak- 
institmsons  and  industi^  cnnglfVTTff'ates.':  nesses  in  fee  political  institutions  needed  to 
The  asshnqxioii  behind  it  is  feat  16e  sharper  deal  wife  Iteshtxk  of  a  phmge  from  rapid  to 
the  shock  administered  to  fee  system,  fee  sfowgrowfe,  there  could  be  violence, 
sooner  international  confidence  m  a  Korean  .  Mkhri  Camdessus,  the  IMPS  managing 
return  to  more  securcty  basedgrowfe  wffl  be  .  .director,  has  wisely  sought  to  insulate  the 
restored;  ft  wffl  change  fee w^  fefrentiiE  ^^fc^fromelectoraipditics.I&iowingthatm 
country  operates.  absence  <jf  agreement;  South  Korea’s 

government  intervention  feaa  would  be  unable  to  pay  back  $20 

die  authoritarian  19705  .Bn/d'j3ejx^^^  ^laffian  in  short-term  foreign  debt  due  this 
opoungiq^theSdufe  Kenan  j^rafe.  he  kept  his  pen  poKed  until  he  had 


The  assumption  behind  it  isthatthe  sharper 
the  shock  adnaousterad  to- fee  system,  the 
sooner  international  confidence  in  a  Korean 
return  to  more  securd^  based growth  wffl  be: 
restored.  2t:  wijB  chaise  fee  way  tfctentke 
country  operates.  hnj?kifl£  dtafairt-  of 
government  interveorioa  thaidutr  badt  -to 
tiie  authoritarian  1970s  .and; 
opening  up  the  South  Korean  ecaoamy_lt  is 
fee  right  medirine;  and  h  is  essenra  feat 
South  Korea  does  nor  flinch  from  takpagtit^ 
and  that  ft  also  supplements  it  wijbjrfl}^ 
remedials,  such  asreformsof  the  cotn;tljy> 
unbelievably  rigid  labour  tews,  wisfemr 
not  in  the  IMPS  medicine  chest 
.  The  world  has  a  strong  interest  ia  ?^ess- 
Tuming  around  this  economy,  jj&pjifccrf 
Indonesian,  Maftaysia’s  and  Thaffawfeptfl: 
together,  isincfispensaWe  to  tt$£3p’jn£-- 
covriy.  But,  even  when  suppartafMftc^Sfc, 
trillion  in  international  finance,  fee- Bggest 
package  in  fee  IMPS  history  antftirie  to 
which  Britama»weBas  the  US  aikf&pan 


guarantees  feat  all  ferae  of  the  front-runners 
m  fee  presidential  race  would  honour  fee 
trims  of  fee  package.  This  they  must  do. 

,  .v.  The  first  task  is  to  come  dean  about  the 
:fiiihiies;af  a  system  which  has  combined 
TOh^btejnattfTrtron  to  financial  regulation 
with  'too  much  political  interference  in 
towestmeo*  decisions.  Bor  months.  South 
Koreans  have  been  assured  feat  fee  coun¬ 
try's  "economic  fundamentals"  are  sound. 
They,  have  discovered  virtually  overnight 
fifths  financial  insertions  are  rotted  with 
bad  debt  feat  its  massive  chaebol  corpora¬ 
tions  have  piled  op  borrowing  and  surplus 


rightly,  contribute.  Presided  Kim'  -production  capacity  and  that  wage  rises 


Young  Sam  has  spoken  ho  more-titan  fee 
truth  in  Idling  his  . countrymen  to  brace  for 
“bone-carving  pam". And  politically,  it  could 
hardly  coroe  at  a  more  awkward time.  ... 

South  Korea  is  a  highly  presidential 
system  in  the  middle  of  a  presidential 
election  campaign. The  outgoing  occupant  of 
the  Blue  House  is  a  bumt-oot  political  case 
and  his  successor  is  not  due  to  take  office 
until  Ffchruaiy  25.  The  country  Is  feus 
virtually  Without  pofifical  leadership  as  it 
embarks  on  socially-  wrenching  change 
which  will  inevitably  mean  a  sharp  rise  in 


■  averaging  15  per  cent  over  fee  past  seven 
years  have  been  at  fee  price  of  South  Koreans 
once  formidable  competitive  edge.  Thrir 
faitfr  in  politics  has  been  terriWy shaken.  But 
'  fee  fierce  national  pride  of -South.  Koreans  is 
’an  they  are  OkT  hands  at  converting 

crisis  into  fresh  opportunities.  to  many 
countries,  there  would  have  been,  a  run  on 
'  fee  banks;  in  Seoul,  housewives  are  patrioti¬ 
cally:  raiding  collecticn.  boxes  for  foreign 
exchange.  The  country  has  great  strengths; 
ft  fa  riglh  for  the  rertofthe  world  to  provide 
the  help  feey  need  to  rediscover  them. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 
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ment  between  her  then  employer,  fee  Arts 
Council,  and  Covfent  Gmdea.  Eventhbugh 

;  ;  fee  aRwititm^had  to  bfr made. urgently, 
this  was  probably  a  mistake.  ' 

Because  sbewasbeingasked  fobeboth 
judge  and  defendant  in  fee  same,  case,  site 

-  the  Depjufenoitf  rtf  National  Heritage, 
should  adjurik^m^  mefeod  .of 

appomtmentln  the  anbmafoius  situalion  ni 

‘  Which  she  ibundJtez^^  seems  quite 

reasonable.  Mr  TTanfman  ;  however,  says, 
.tffatshe  should  hayeasked  her  ferity  . to 

■  decide  fee  mailer,  a  oon^se  of  action  feat 
would  have  put  both  him  arid  bex  in  art 

'./.-invidious  posstiooi'His  condnricm,  tfaat“Ms 

•  Afien’s  conduct  fell .;  seriously  below  fee 

.'.  standards  to  be  riq)ected  bf  feeprincipal 

-  officer  ofa  puttie  body  vfeoselc^ahy  should 
first  and  foremost  be  to  fee  organisation 

•  which  enqrioys  her",  seems  grossly  unfair. 

.  _Tbe  committee  also- accuses  her  tof  notv- 
keeping  a  tight  enough  rein  on  the  opera 
-house's  finances  while  fee  was  Secretary 
General  of  the  Arcs  CoundLAs  a  result  of 
tattis1;  denunciation.  Mr  Kaufinan  believes 
featMs.AIlea  should  resign  forthwith.  She 
fort  been  in  post  for  just  three -months  and 

■  las  ’already  drawn  up  .  a -rescue  plan. 

-Nobody  has  questioned  her  abOhy  to  take  an 

vfeat  must  be  caie  of  the  .  most  demanding 
jbfo  m  the  tend  5fee  shouldlrtve  a  dianoe  to 
proveher  worfe;  if  the  new  house  is  finished 
on  time  and  within  budget  fay  December 
1999  .and  if  union  practices  have  by  then 
been  modernised,  then  she  will  have 
deserted  to  sfiiy. 

•  If  anyoncs  head  should  roH,  it  is  feat  of 
Lord  ffradfington,  chairman  rtf  the  board 
Ht  has  been  in  place  for  a  yrar  and  a  half 
and  has  presided  over  a  frnanrial  collapse.  A 

-  new  chairman  should  be  appointed.  The 
board  should  grt  en  wife  fundraising,  and 
allow  Ms  AOen  to  get  on  wife  fee  job. 


Labour  called  to 
account  on  taxes 

From  Mr  Nicholas  Bennett 

•  ‘Sfav  As'  Conservative  randidale  for 
..Reading  WestI  strove  during  the  gen¬ 
eral  election  campaign  to  convince  the 

crease  tricorne  tax  did  not  mean  that 
feere  would  not  be  increases  in  tax  on 
incomes.  ' 

-  The  announcements  of  new  taxes  on 
savings  oil  £50000  or  more  and 
crtmril  tax  rises  of  anything  up  to  10 
aril  per  cent,  (reports,  Deamber  3), 
T  together  wife  tne  -£5  billion  grab  in  the 
Budget  from  pension  Lund  investors, 
may  be.far:more  effective  in  «- 
>  plaming  the.prtnt  I  was  trying  to 
-  malfe. 

Yours  faithfully,  .  .. 

.  NICHOLAS'  BENNETT, 

Felstead  House, 

86  TQehurst  Road 

Reading,  Berkshire.  . 

December3. 

From  Mr  T.  Jock  Craven 

Sir,  As  in  fee  past,  fee  provident  are  to 
pay- for  a  Labour  Government's  im¬ 
providence.,  At  least  Denis  Healey 
was  honest  enough  to  say  something 
feout  ^pips  squeaking’*;  “new  Lab¬ 
our"  are  mere  humbug. 

Yours  sincerely,  „ 

JOCK  CRAVEN.  . 

19  Albany  Street;  NWL 
December  2.  -  • 


Political  donations 

From  Mr  Richard  A>  Edwards 

Sir,  Blind  trusts  (report,  November  28} 
.  are  the  vay  antithesis  of  fee  open  and 
transparent  political  system  which  die 
Prime  Minister  claims  he  wants. 

-  Surely  such  trusts  are  not  philan¬ 
thropic,  but  are  intended  to  obscure 
tiie  sources  of  party  fending  and  hide 
the  identity  of  those  who  make  dona¬ 
tions:  While  fee  beneficiary  may  have 
personal  knowledge  of  a  donation,  the 
genera]  public  remain  unaware  not 
only  of  ihe  link  between  him  and  the 
donor  but  also  thesize  of  the  donation. 
-  In  Australia,  by  contrast  fee  Com¬ 
monwealth  Electoral  Act  requires  thai 
any  donations  to  candidates  over 
A$200 cannot  legally  be  accepted  by  a 
trust  (or  a  candidate]  if  fee  gift  is  not 
registered  by  the  donor  with  the  Elec¬ 
toral  Commission.  Any  anonymous 
donation  discovered  by  electoral  audi¬ 
tors  is  forfeited  to  the  Consolidated 
Revenue  Fund. 

.  Has  the  time  not  come  for  the 
enactment  of  a  similar  provision  here? 

Yoursetc. 

RICHARD  A  EDWARDS, 

60  Queen’S  Road, 

Devizes,  Wiltshire. 

November  28. 


DONE TO  A  T 

Tbe  Smafta  of  steaks  wfl  cometiy  no  more 


Where  John  Gammer  favoored  keeping  the 
fid  on  fee  presKsre  cooker.  Jade  Carairig- 
fiam  Is  more  of  a  barbecue  ribrf  ^  getting  it 
all  out  in  fee  open  and  accepting  that  some 
fingers  may  get  burnt  m:  fee  jsopess.  The 
Agriculture  Minister*  decision  to  ban  beef 


underground.  Those  modest  English  gour- 
Tnantkwhn  feirfc  brains  should  tmty  ever  be 
displayed  on; toast  have  :been  stmilarly 
deprived  and  Italophiks  who  reeptire  mar- 
rm  ^for  ito-.forfe^calljr  MSanese  risotto 
murt  make  dOj. wife  an  extra  pound  of 

.  .  - - — - -fi  m  mmwmm I XTlMViT  Wmo 


imxrnre  to»e  laost  aaemracassessHiraawi 

fee  nsks  from 

fee  attempts  by  Mr  Gunnner  to  play  down 
j _ nf  RSKfffftpaniftlP 


ms  u<u»H  - - - z.—  ’ - 

;grinisterialrand  ptiblir  agenfinn- 

Although  onty  around^  peEgeroof  beg  is 
sold  on  the  bone,  cafee  ferfeers  nnder^ 
aaJdahjy  fear  feat  tte  diwnafK 


nuttier 

'  ;£•  had  pulled  fafoaeff  off  fee  canvas,  las 

-.  fUalr  anofeef  s^c^k  dnect 

Jffeose 

.  Ws  feal  fee.  spttdL  and  openness  wdh 
he  tes  daft  ms.  penriwd 

; .  ^iSbeefwfcsArefea^on 

wifi  itot  atospfe  fe®e 

^nf&e.cow  sat 


Wt  *****  taws  *■«“ 


foredb  of  beef  and  oxtail  are  to  jdn  these 
-  t^her  samizdat  sweetmeats  an  die  Index  of 
.■  dishes  banned  lty  feose  deaning-  up  the 
chopping  block  ^id  prompting  a  butriterts 
counter  reformation-  •• 
ijje  tradhiboal  T-bone  steak  is  like  a 
..  Frank  Sinatra  mnnber  cm  fee  fist  of  entrees: 
'  it  has  a  simpte  but  perfect  structure,  is 
shmiltaneoudy  feuscular  yet  tender  and 
ahhou^i  fofeverkJenlffied  wife  America  ite 
appeal  is  unb«rsaL  As  wife  khaki  riimos  or 
fee  American  favourite  becomes 


now  10  - -> .  —  r - 

wee  small  hours  of  qte  morning. 

• ;  q^oxlailwffinotwantformounierawho, 
will  missthe  tmguettf  jitimess.af  the.perfect 
braise  served  wKh^  jpolcata  or  mash.  The  rib 
of  beef  deserves  its  stately  feiewefi  wife 


tM3T  S&DSQCU  uiswiuw.iwtJi  »  “ 

feeT'bcsie  whidr.wSfcbe  most  keener  felt. 
After  every  new  scaipberfconsumptibii  has 
dipped.  Bu*  the  pataic  passes,  and  beef 
\5£nk  to  fee  tables  So  ^  sna  to  be  agam. 
But  jt  is  both  a  pity  and  a  paradox  feat  there 
■win  be  fewer  cuts  under  fete  Government 
:  than  the  last 


Revision  of  legal  aid 

FVom  the  Partiamentary  Secretary, 
Lord  Chancellor's  Department 

Sir.  Mr  R.  P.  Towers  (letter,  Decem¬ 
ber  2;  see  also  letters,  November  19 
and  26)  raises  the  quite  proper  ques¬ 
tion  of  whether  it  is  acceptable,  in, 
cases  brought  cai  behalf  of  a  child,  for 
the  lawyers  to  take  a  success  fee  out  of 
the  damages  when  they  win  a  case 
under  a  conditional-fee  arrangement. 
The  same  question,  of  course;  arises  in 
principle  in  respect  of  adults  under  a 
disability,  or  indeed  in  any  case  taken 
under  a  no  win.  no  fee  arrangement. 

The  Government  has  made  dear 
that  it  will  be  cctxsuJ  ting  on  its  {BX>pos- 
al  to  extend  additional  fees  to  all  avfl 
cases,  except  family  matters,  and  on 
how  to  implement  its  intention  to  sub¬ 
stitute  conditional-fee  agreements  for 
legal  aid  in  most  claims  for -money. 
The  position  of  children  and  others 
under  a  disability,  along  with  a  range 
of  other  issues,  need  to  be  explored: 
hence  the  consultation.  : 

Had  fee  Government  reached  de¬ 
tailed  conclusions  about  these  matters 
before  it  announced  tbe  direction  it 
wanted  to  move  in.  we  would  have 
been  accused  of  being  unwfllmg  tolis- 
'.  ten  and  of  having  made  up  our  minds 
without  giving  people  a  chance  to 
enrnment  Trigfhw-pfrwyftiffiriilrininv 
derstand  why  we  are  now  being  criti¬ 
cised,  having  been  open  from  the  start 
about  fee.  direction  .we.  want  our 
policies  to  take  and  having  made  dear 
our  determination  to  consult  widely 
on  tiie  issues  involved. 

Yours  sincerely, 

GEOFF  HOON,  .  .  ' 

Lord  Chancellor's  Department, 
Sdbounie  House, 

54-60  Victwia  Street,  SWL- 
December  2.  ■  ' 


Party  manners 

From  Mr  Ian  Mitchell  ■ 

Sir,  The  simplest  piece  of  non-medical 
advice  to  bared  panygoers  is  surely^ — 
dernt  ga  - 

;  Mr  John  VL  Moore  (letter,  Decem- 
■  ber  2)  -  may-  however,  have  already 
stumbled  oh  the  rolutitai  to  fee  prob- 
lern  himsdl  Partygivefs  who  have 
read  his  lelta-  today  will  no  doubt 
never  invite  him  agam. 

Yours  faithfully,  - 
IANMTTCHEUU 
76  South  Mains  Road, ' 
MiIngavie;.Gaasgow  6i 
December  .  2  ' 


Lrttera  to  fee  Editor  should  carry  a 
fetytinteto^dumcniniiber.  They 
,•  maybesenttoafax  number— 
;,;.017V782  5(M6. 
email  txfeCtorttietiiiKiouk 


Sharing  resources  among  schools 


From  Dr  Harry  Judge  • 

Sir,  No  issue  is  more  important  to  the 
social  and  educational  health  of  this 
country  than  the  relationship  between 
maintained  (or  state}  and  independent 
(or  public)  schools.  This  is  a  peculiarly 
English— not  British  —  problem  and 
any.  serious  effort  to  address  it  de¬ 
serves  a  warm  welcome  (report  and 
leading  article,  November  27). 

In  fee  1960s,  fee  Public  Schools 
Commission,  of  which  I  was  a  mem¬ 
ber,  made  a  heroic  effort  to  integrate 
the  great  public -schools  within  the 
mainstream  of  schooling.  In  fee  same 
years,  as  the  headmaster  of  a  second¬ 
ary  schocd.  I  took  part  in  what  was 
that ;  a  unique  partnership  within 
North  Oxfordshire  of  three  indepen¬ 
dent  schools,  a  college  of  further  edu¬ 
cation  and  a  newly-founded  compre¬ 
hensive.  Teaching  of  A  levels  and  an 
extensive  programme  of  cultural  and 
sporting  activities  were  shared. 

The  local  effort  was  a  limited  suc¬ 
cess,  the  national  one  an  unqualified 
failure,  to  fee  bitter  regret  of  some  of 
fee  most  imaginative  beads  of  presti¬ 
gious  public  schools.  Yet  there  are  im¬ 
portant  lessons  to  be  recalled,  if  this 
new  initiative  is  to  succeed. 

Ministers  would  be  wise  to  avoid 
the  implication,  at  the  moment  widely 
conveyed,  that  this  is  some  kind  of  a 
missionary  esterase  to  poor  heathens. 
There  must  be  no  suggestion  of  the  in¬ 
nate  superiority  erf  erther  system,  or  of 
the  strong  helping  tbe  weak.  There  are 
maintained  schools  whose  sixth-form 
teachers  would,  in  terms  of  scholar¬ 


ship  and  teaching  expertise,  have 
much  to  offer  pupils  in  small  Indepen- 
dent  schools.  The  language  murtbe 
one  of  partnership. 

Ministers  must  acknowledge  more 
openly  that  many  of  the  differences 
-between  the  independent  and  state 
sectors  are  rooted  not  in  teaching 
quality  jut  in  massive  and  unaccept¬ 
able  differences  in  funding  and  work¬ 
place  cmrifoons,  as  weU  as  in  the  bru¬ 
tally  simple  fact  that  independent 
schools  can  choose  whom  to  reach. 

There  has  been  more  than  a  sugges¬ 
tion  in  recent  leaks  that  independent 
school  pupils  are  in  a  majority  in  this 
university  simply  because  their  teach¬ 
ers  are  better  at  “preparing-  them  for 
Oxbridge  entrance.  This  is  not  true.  ] 
am  convinced,  as  a  former  tutor  for 
admissions,  that  the  main  reason  for 
this  sad  and  persistent  imbalance  is 
feat  not  enough  comprehensive 
school  pupils  apply  for  places  in  col¬ 
leges  which,  it  now  seems  dear,  will 
continue  to  enjoy  financial  advan¬ 
tages  (merited,  in  my  view)  conferred 
upon  them  by  fee  State. 

The  Government  should  deliver  fee 
dear  message  that  fewer  entrants  to 
fee  ancient  and  publidy  funded  uni¬ 
versities  must  be  recruited  from  the 
independent  schools.  The  health  of  fee 
universities,  as  of  the  schools,  depends 
enthis. 

Yours  faithfully, 

HARRY  JUDGE, 

Brasenose  College,  Oxford. 
harry.judge@edstud.ax.ac.uk 
December  1. 


Exacting  a  price  for  cleaner  energy 


From  Professor  Ian  Fells 

Sir,  The  Prime  Minister  has  made  an 
heroic  commitment  to  reduce  carbon 
dioxide  emissions  by  20  per  cent  over 
1990  figures  by  the  year  2010  (report 
November  29;  see  also  letters,  Novem¬ 
ber  17, 20;  December  1).  This  will  en¬ 
able  him'  to  capture  the  moral  high 
ground  at  the  conference  an  climate 
change  in  Kyoto  tins  week,  as  he  did 
in  New  York  earlier  this  year.  • 

It  is  appropriate  that  a  highly 
developed  countty  like  the  UK  pro¬ 
vides  leadership  in  combating  serious 
threat  to  the  world  climate.  But  it  will 
be  difficult  to  achieve  and  will  require 
heroic  decisions  about  our  energy 
future. 

Achieving  10  per  cent  electricity 
from  renewable  sources,  a  five-fold  in¬ 
crease  over  today,  cannot  be  done  by 
building  wind  generators;  it  would  re¬ 
quire  25JXX),  G&metrehig'b  machines. 
Nor  will  coppice  willow  in  wood- 
burning  power  stations  or  solar- 
electric  cells  provide  fee  necessary 
5000  MW. 

The  only  way  that  1  can  see  is  to 
build  the  Severn  Barrage,  which 
would  provide  around  7  per  cent  of 
UK  electricity;  it  would  take  ten  years 
to  build,  cost  £9  billion,  and  last  for  a 
hundred  years. 

Another  difficult  decision  concerns 
the  future  of  the  nuclear  industry, 
which  is  set  to  run  down  over  the  next 
20  years  as  stations  come  to  the  end  of 
fear  lives.  If  this  run-down  is  allowed 
to  happen,  by  2010  between  four  and 
eight  million  tonnes  of  additional  car- 
ban  will  go  into  fee  atmosphere,  de¬ 
pending  an  whether  gas  or  coal  re¬ 
places  fee  nuclear  stations. 

This  must  be  compared  with  fee  35 
million  tonnes  of  carbon-saving  re¬ 
quired.  There  is  no  chance  of  meeting 
our  20  per  cent  carbon  dioxide 
reduction  commitment  without  a 
strong  nuclear  component. 

The  third  decision  requires  a  com¬ 
plete  change  in  attitude  towards 
personal  transport.  The  number  of 
cars  an  UK  roads  is  predicted  to  rise 
by  30  per  cent  by  2010.  which  will 
again  increase  the  carbon  dioxide 
emission. 

A  raft  of  measures,  energy  taxes 
.  and  tbe  like  will  also  be  needed,  but 
statesman-like  government  interven¬ 
tion  is  required  if  fee  20  per  cent 


is  not  to  be  a  hostage  to 


Yours  faithfully. 

IAN  FELLS. 

The  Uhiversily  of 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne, 

Mere  Court. 

Newcastle  upon  Tyne  NE1  7RU. 

From  MrDaoud  Yamin 

Sir.  I  note  from  your  leading  article. 
“Green  pique"  (November  29),  ypur 
support  for  the  United  States  proposal 
that  fee  developing  countries  should 
join  with  the  West 'in  restricting  their 
greenhouse  gas  emissions.  In  my  view 
this  proposal  effectively  means  feat 
the  West,  having  less  than  20  per  cent 
erf  the  world's  population,  will  still 
account  for  as  much  as  70  per  cent  of 
emissions  if  all  cuts  were  fee  same. 
This  seems  to  be  in  line  with  the 
West's  share  of  world  income. 

As  pollution  and  standard  erf  living 
go  hand  in  hand  (fee  US  being  the 
classic  example)  fee  proposal  may  be 
seen  as  a  message  to  China.  India  and 
fee  other  developing  countries  feat 
they  should  not  aspire  to  improve 
their  standard  of  living  much  beyond 
current  levels.  That  the  world  must 
forever  be  a  place  of  the  haves  and  the 
have-nots,  inevitable  though  this 
might  be,  is  a  proposition  which  the 
developing  countries  are  likely  to  re¬ 
gard.  rightly,  as  unacceptable. 

It  should  not  come  as  a  surprise  if 
the  developing  countries  reject  nation¬ 
al  pollution  targets  and  opt  for  per 
capita  levels  as  the  basis  for  agree¬ 
ment  especially  having  regard  to  the 
observation  made  by  Mr  John  Pres¬ 
cott  (letter,  November  17)  feat  at  pre¬ 
sent  the  average  American  is  respon- 
sfele  for  25  tirnes  more  onissicais  than 
the  average  Indian. 

As  long  as  fossil  fuels  determine 
whether  lifestyles  are  maintained  or 
improved,  ultimately  it  will  be  for  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  West  rather  than  govern¬ 
ments  to  decide  if  we  are  prepared  to 
accept  a  drastic  reduction  in  our 
standard  of  fiving,  or  for  the  rest  of  the 
world  to  deride  if  they  are  prepared  to 
remain  deprived.  1  await  wife  interest 
fee  outcome  of  fee  meeting  in  Kyoto. 
Yours  faithfully, 

D.  YAMIN, 

9  Pageant  Walk.  Croydon,  Surrey. 
December  I. 


NHS  performance 

From  Mr  Patrick  White  . 

Sir,  Mr  Richard  Temple  {letter,  Dec¬ 
ember  2)  claims  that  combining  pri¬ 
vate  and  NHS  practice  may  persuade 
patients  to  pay  for  treatment  to  the 
benefit  of  the  consultant  My  personal 
experience  is  precisely  the  reverse. 

Last  year  my  wife  had  aprirate  con¬ 
sultation,  fee  outcome  of  which  was 
feat  she  would  need  a  major  opera¬ 
tion.  We  indicated  to  her  consultant 
that  we  were  ready  to  pay  for  private 
treatment  When  we  discussed  our 
preferred  date,  about  four  months 
from  fee  consultation,  he  proposed 
that  fee  be  added  to  his  NHS  list  with 
private  treatment  as  a  fallback.  In  the 
event  her  operation  was  carried  out  at 
our  local  NHS  hospital  ten  days  after 
our  requested  date. 

Yours  faithfoDy, 

P.L  WHITE, 

65  Grappenhall  Road, 

Stockton  Heath,  . 

Warrington.  Cheshire. . 
pat@pwhite.demon.CD.uk 

From  MrJ.R.  Clegg 

Sir,  Not  only  do  we  smokers  live  for 
fee  benefit  of  others  (letter  bum  Mr 
Philip  Dinnage,  November  24),  we 
also  die  for  feet n.  Premature  death 
saves  fee .  Exchequer  millions  in 
pensions. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.R.  CLEGG,  - 

Arendal,  103  Wimmerfield  Avenue. 

KID  ay,  Swansea.  ' 


Oaths  of  allegiance 

From  Professor  Keith  Kyle 

Sir,  You  report  today  feat  the  Govern¬ 
ment  is  to  abolish  the  Royal  Ulster 
Constabulary's  oath  of  service  to  fee 
Queen  as  part  of  its  efforts  to  increase 
Roman  Catholic  recruitment  to  its 
ranks.  1  applaud  this  move  and  note 
that  you  record  fee  reaction  of  an  Ul¬ 
ster  Unionist  Party  spokesman  feat 
the  change  of  oath  was  “not  some¬ 
thing  we  will  go  to  fee  wall  overt*. 

Why  then  is  it  thought  necessary  to 
refuse  admittance  to  fee  House  of 
Commons  to  two  duly  elected  Mem¬ 
bers  on  the  grounds  that  they  are  not 
prepared  to  take  a  similar  oath  to  the 
Queen?  Is  it  not  presumptuous  of  our 
Parliament  to  tdl  two  United  King¬ 
dom  constituencies  that  if  they  opt  in 
their  wisdom  to  have  republicans  and. 
believers  in  a  united  Ireland  as  thrir 
representatives  they  shall  be  shut  out 
from  the  House? 

May  1  remind  Honourable  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  experience  erf  thrir  prede¬ 
cessors  wife  Charles  Bradlaugh,  MP 
for  Northampton,  who  was  cxduded 

repeatedly  between  1880  to  1886  be¬ 
cause,  bring  a  rationalist  he  would 
not  swear  on  fee  Bible?  He  was  allow¬ 
ed  to  lake  his  seat  in  1886  and  thereby 
established  a  precedent  fear  can  sure¬ 
ty  be  buift  on  wrth  a  little  imagination. 

Yours  sincerely, 

KEITH  KYLE 

(Visiting  Professor  of  History, 
University  erf  Ulster). 

25  Oppidans  Road.  NW3. 

December  3. 


Contrary  opinions 
on  children’s  diet 

From  Dr  Mark  Tattersall 

Sir.  Readers  of  your  report  (Novem¬ 
ber  28)  of  Dr  Dee  Dawson’s  speech  to 
fee  Girls'  Schools  Association  on  eat¬ 
ing  disorders  might  gain  fee  erron¬ 
eous  impression  that  these  disorders 
are  caused  primarily  by  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  low-fat  diets  and  fee  vogue  for 
thin  fashion  models. 

This  belies  the  clinical  presentation 
of  children  and  young  people  wife  eat¬ 
ing  disorders  such  as  'anorexia  ner¬ 
vosa  and  bulimia  nervosa  as  vulner¬ 
able  individuals  wife  an  overwhelm¬ 
ingly  intense  drive  to  assert  control 
over  their  lives  in  this  particular  way. 

The  underlying  reasons  for  this 
drive  for  control  are  legion,  but  result 
in  powerfully  self-perpetuating  dis¬ 
orders  feat  can  be  tragically  severe, 
and  are  much  more  significant  than 
simply  over-enthusiastic  dieting 
behaviour. 

Yours  sincerely. . 

MARK  TATTERSALL 
(Consultant  psychiatrist). 

Eating  Disorder  Unit, 

Huntercombe  Manor  Hospital. 
Huntercombe  Lane  South, 

Taplow,  Berkshire. 

December  1. 

From  the  Chief  Executive 
of  the  Vegetarian  Society 

Sir,  Despite  Dr  Dee  Dawson's  asser¬ 
tions.  there  is  no  proven  relationship 
between  vegetarianism  and  eating 
disorders.  Vegetarianism  can  yield 
very  sigmficant  health  benefits,  but  it 
is  not  a  diet  that  will  guarantee  weight 
loss. 

The  vast  majority  of  individuals, 
whether  th^  are  teenage  girls  or 
otherwise,  adopt  a  vegetarian  diet  be¬ 
cause  of  moral  concerns  about  animal 
suffering.  Meat  is  not  an  essential 
part  of  young  people's  diets,  and  in¬ 
deed  recent  guidelines  issued  by  fee 
Government's  Committee  on  Medical 
Aspects  of  Food  Polity  recommended 
a  drastic  reduction  in  meat  consump¬ 
tion. 

Vegetarianism  is  not  a  sign  of  food 
obsession  but  rather  a  sign  of  bal¬ 
anced  judgment. 

Yours  sincerely. 

TINA  FOX. 

Chief  Executive, 

The  Vegetarian  Society, 

Par kd  ale,  Dunham  Road. 

Altrincham,  Cheshire. 

November  29. 

From  Mrs  Margaret  Fryer 

Sir.  It  would  be  nice  if  doctors  such  as 
Dr  Dawson,  who  blame  parents  for 
giving  their  children  an  unsuitable 
diet,  would  occasionally  apologise  on 
behalf  of  fee  medical  profession  for 
the  wrong  advice  we  were  given  until 
the  day  before  yesterday. 

1  am  sure  I  never  read  in  ba bycare 
books  feat  “chocolate,  cheese,  crisps 
and  chips  are  wonderful  energy-giv¬ 
ing  foods  which  children  need".  Why 
should  parents  be  held  responsible  at 
every  volte-face? 

Yours  faithfoUy, 

M.  FRYER. 

20  Temdiff.  Covin  gh  am, 

Swindon.  Wiltshire. 

November  28. 


Westminster  chapel 

From  Canon  Dr  Donald  Cray 
and  Dr  Chris  Pond 

Sir,  Your  article  (Weekend.  Novan  ber 
29)  on  fee  Palace  of  Westminster* 
chapel,  as  background  to  tbe  Leader 
of  the  Opposition's  marriage,  sug¬ 
gests  ft  was  there  that  Ann  Widde- 
combe  was  “converted":  in  fact,  she 
was  received  into  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  on  its  own  territory  of  West¬ 
minster  Cathedral.  The  protest  from 
Dr  Ian  Paisley  was  a  general  one 
about  fee  use  of  the  chapel  for  Catho¬ 
lic  masses  several  years  before. 

“The  ciypT  is  not  a  aypt  at  all.  be¬ 
ing  built  at  ground  level,  and  is  pro¬ 
perly  called  fee  Chapel  of  St  Mary 
Undercroft  Parliamentarians  and 
parliamentary  staff  of  all  Christian 
denominations  are  welcome;  as  well 
as  the  Church  of  England,  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  fee  Methodists,  and  the 
Roman  Catholics  have  periodic  ser¬ 
vices  there. 

The  wedding  of  Ffion  Jenkins  and 
William  Hague,  to  be  conducted  joint¬ 
ly  by  Anglican  and  Methodist  clergy, 
will  be  a  worthy  example  of  fee  ecu¬ 
menical  spirit  for  which  the  chapel 
has  long  been  known. 

Yours  faithfully, 

DONALD  GRAY 
(Speaker's  Chaplain), 

CHRIS  POND 

(House  of  Commons  Library), 

House  of  Commons. 

December  1. 


Mfllenmum  challenge 

From  Mr  Allen  Lexy 

Sir.  Rrfer  Mandelson’s  Delphic  state¬ 
ment  that  Britain  would  never  be  for¬ 
given  if  it  failed  to  mark  the  roiUen- 
nfum  at  the  meridian  (report,  Decem¬ 
ber  3)  is  worthy  of  more  than  a  pass¬ 
ing  comment. 

May  I  suggest  a  competition  (first 
prize  a  one-day  pass  to  visit  the  Dome 
second  prize  a  season  ticket)  in  which 
entrants  name  five  individuals  or  na¬ 
tions  who  would  not  forgive  Britain 
for  is  neglect  Of  fee  sacred  duty  to 
which  Mr  Mandelson  was  referring. 

Yours  faithfully, 

ALLEN  LEVY. 

3  Stanley  Gardens,  W1L 
allen@ace-trains.demon.co.uk 
December  3. 
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COURT  CIRCULAR 


Buckingham  Palace 
fe^r*OWE«cutIv*sof 

™”l!“Bl.&wftutians  called  upon 
of  the  Federal 
Republic  or  Brazil  this  mominv. 

TJ*  hnidBi  and  Senhora 
gjjsolwer  visaed  the  London 
g?00*  of  Economics  and  Political 
^M^Houghtxm  Street.  London 
WC2.  and  were  received  by  Profes- 
**"  Anthony  Guldens  (Director  of 
School  of  Ecooomics 
and  Political  Science). 

Vice-Chancellor  conferred  a 
Oqgree  "Honoris  Causa"  on  The 
President  of  the  Federative  Repub- 
ucot  Brazil  and  His  excellency 
anenvards  gave  a  Lecture. 

T^e  President  and  Senhora 
Cardoso  subsequently  attended  a 
Reception, 

The  President  of  the  Federative 
Republic  of  Brad  this  afternoon 
attended  a  Luncheon  at  Bucking¬ 
ham  Palace  to  mark  the  Official 
Inauguration  of  the  Centre  for 
Brazuian  Studies  of  the  University 
of  Oxford.  J 

The  President,  accompanied  by 
The  Dube  of  Kent,  afterwards 
visited  Chelsea  Football  Club. 
Stamford  Bridge,  London  SW6, 
was  received  by  the  Chairman  (Mr 
Ken  Baas)  and  the  Mayor  erf  the 
London  Borough  of  Hammer¬ 
smith  and  Fulham  (Coundlior 
Valerie  Barker)  and  watched  child¬ 
ren  undergoing  computer  instruc¬ 
tion  and  football  training. 

The  Rt  Hon  William  Hague  MP 
(Leader  of  the  Opposition)  later 
called  upon  The  President  of  die 
Federative  Republic  of  Brazil  at 
Buckingham  Palace. 

The  Ri  Hon  Paddy  Ashdown 
MP  (Leader  of  the  Liberal  Demo¬ 
cratic  Party)  called  upon  His 
Excellency. 

The  President  of  the  Federative 
Republic  erf  Brazil  and  Senhora 
Cardoso  this  evening  received  an 
Address  of  Welcome  at  a  Court  of 
Common  Council  and  afterwards 
were  entertained  at  a  Banquet  by 
the  Rt  Hon  the  Lend  Mayor  and 
Corporation  of  London  at 
Guildhall. 

The  Duke  and  Duchess  of 
Gloucester  were  present. 

Senhora  Cardoso  this  morning 
visited  the  Institute  of  Education  of 
the  University  of  London.  Bedford 
Way,  London  WO.  and  was 
received  by  the  Director  (Ptofessor 
Peter  Mortfanore)  and  the  Mayor 
of  the  London  Borough  of  Camden 
(Councillor  Ray  Adamson). 

Senhora  Cardoso  this  afternoon 
visited  Ihe  Royal  Botanic  Gardens. 
Kew.  was  received  fay  the  Director 
(Professor  Sir  GhiDcan  Prance) 
and  attended  a  Luncheon. 

Senhora  Cardoso  later  visited 
Pimlico  School  Lupus  Street. 
London  SW1,  and  was  received  by 
the  Chair  of  the  Governors  (Mr 
Jack  Straw  MP)  and  the  Head 
Teacher  (Mr  Philip  Barnard). 

The  Queen  and  The  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  this  momntg  attended 
a  Thanksgiving  Service  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  Tercentenary  of  &  Paul’s 
Cathedral  and  were  received  at  the 
Cathedral  Steps  bytheRt  Hon  the 
Lord  Mayor  (Alderman  Richard 
Nichols)  and  at  the  Great  West 
Door  by  the  Dean  (the  Very 
Reverend  Dr  John  Moses)  and  the 
Bishop  of  London  (the  Right  Rev¬ 
erend  and  Rt  Hon  Richard 
Chartres). 

Her  Majesty,  accompanied  by 
His  Royal  Highness,  this  after¬ 
noon  unveiled  the  Gurkha  Statue 
in  Whitehall  Avenue.  London  SWL 
and  was  received  by  (he  President 
of  the  Gurkha  Brigade  Association 
(Field  Marshal  the  Lord  Bramah 
KG). 

Earlier  this  afternoon  The  Duke 
of  Edinburgh.  President,  attended 
a  Luncheon  at  the  Naval  and 
Military  Club.  Piccadilly,  London 
WL 

His  Royal  Highness.  President 
Emeritus,  this  evening  presented 
The  Duke  of  Edinburgh  Conserva¬ 
tion  Medal  at  a  World  Wide  Fund 
for  Nature  -  WWF  international 
Dinner  ar  St  James*  Palace. 
December  3:  The  Duke  erf  York  diis 


morning  presented  the  1997  Min¬ 
istry  of  Defence  Civilian  Appren¬ 
tice  Awards  at  die  Concourse  Hah. 
Ministry  of  Defence,  Whitehall 

London  SWI. 

His  Royal  Highness  this  eve¬ 
ning  presented  the  Torch  Trophy 
Trust  Awards  at  Simpson  (Picca- 
dffiy)  Limited.  London  WL 
BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
December  3c  The  Princess  Royal 
President,  accompanied  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Timothy  Laurence  RN.  this 
morning  visited  the  Save  the 
Children  Fund  project  for  abused 
children,  managed  by  Co-or¬ 
dinators  de  Derechos  Del  Nifto 
(CODENI),  Cusco,  Peru. 

Her  Royal  Highness  later  at¬ 
tended  a  Luncheon  given  by  Save 
the  Children  Pund  at  Hotel 
Monasterio,  Cusao. 

The  Princess  Royal  this  after¬ 
noon  visited  Huifloc,  a  rural 
development  project  run  by  Peru¬ 
vian  and  United  Kingdom  Non- 
Governmental  Organisations. 

Her  Royal  Highness  later  visited 
Adesa  Handicrafts  Workshop, 
OHamaytambo. 

The  Princess  Royal  afterwards 
visited  the  OUancaytambo  Mu¬ 
seum. 

CLARENCE  HOUSE 
December  3:  Queen  Elizabeth  The 
Queen  Mother,  a  Master  of  the 
Middle  Temple,  was  pleased  to 
dine  with  her  feUow  Benchers  at 
the  MkkftcTempk?  this  evening. 

The  Lady  Grimthorpe  and  Sir 
Alastair  Aird  were  in  attendance. 
ST  JAMES'S  PALACE 
December  £  The  Prince  of  Wales 
this  morning  attended  a  Thanks¬ 
giving  Service  to  celebrate  the 
Tarentenary  of  St  Paul* 
Cathedral. 

His  Royal  Highness,  Gofand-in- 
Chkf,  The  Royal  Gurkha  Rifles, 
this  afternoon  attended  the  unveil¬ 
ing  of  [he  Gurkha  Statue  in 
Whitehall  Avenue.  London  SWI. 

The  Prince  of  Wales.  Colond-in- 
Chkt  The  Royal  Regiment  of 
Wales  (Z4th/4Ist  Foot),  afterwards 
received  Lieutenant  Colonel  Rob¬ 
ert  Aitken  upon  relinquishing  his 
appointment  as  Commanding  Of¬ 
ficer  of  the  1st  Battalion  and 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Iain  Cholereon 
upon  assuming  the  appointment. 
KENSINGTON  PALACE 
December  3:  The  Princess  Mar¬ 
garet.  Countess  of  Snowdon.  Ptesi- 
denl.  the  National  Society  for  the 
Prevention  erf  Cruelty  to  Children, 
was  present  this  evening  at  a 
Reception  at  $e  Society*  National 
Centre.  42  Curtain  Road.  London 
EC2. 

KENSINGTON  PALACE 
December  3:  The  Duke  of  Glouces¬ 
ter.  Honorary  Air  Commodore; 
Royal  Air  Force  Odiham,  this 
morning  received  Group  Captain 
Paul  Luker  upon  rehnqmshing  his 
appointment  as  Commanding  OF 
fiber  and  Group  Captain  Alasdair 
Campbell  upon  assuming  the 
appointment . 

THATCHED  HOUSE  LODGE 
December  3:  Princess  Alexandra. 
Chancellor,  today  presided  at  cere¬ 
monies  for  the  conferment  of 
Higher  and  Honorary  Degrees 
and  Postgraduate  Diplomas  at 
Lancaster  University. 

Her  Royal  Highness,  Cbfonef-in- 
Chief,  The  King*  Own  Royal 
Border  Regiment,  this  afternoon 
opened  the  Museum  of  The  King* 
Own  Royal  Regiment  of  Lancaster 
at  Lancaster  City  Museum.  Mar¬ 
ket  Square.  Lancaster,  and  was 
received  by  Mr  Peter  Sharp  (Dep¬ 
uty  Lieutenant  of  Lancashire). 

YORK  HOUSE 

December  3:  The  Duke  of  Kent. 
Vice-Chairman,  the  British  Over¬ 
seas  Trade  Board,  this  morning 
visited  BOC  Gases  Europe,  the 
Priestley  Centre.  Surrey  Research 
Park,  Guildford,  and  was  received 
by  Her  Majesty*  Lord- Lieutenant 
of  Surrey  (Mrs  Timothy  Good). 

The  Duchess  of  Kent.  Patron, 
Christie*  Against  Cancer,  this 
afternoon  chaired  the  London 
Committee  at  Davies  Street. 
London  Wl. 


Doable  speak  Newt  Gingrich,  Speaker  of  the  American  House  of  Representatives,  met  Betty  Boothroyd, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  when  he  visited  the  Commons  yesterday 


Today’s  royal 
engagements 

The  Prince  or  Wales,  will  visit  the 
Big  Issue,  Fleer  House,  57-61 
Oerkenwefl  Road.  London  EC1,  at 
1020;  as  president.  The  Prince* 
Trust  and  president  Business  in 
the  Community,  will  attend  The 
Prince*  Trust— Volunteers  London 
Promotion.  Merchant  Taylors’ 
HalL  at  1135:  will  visit  Win  ton 
Primary  School  Killick  Street, 
PentonviUe  Rood.  NW],  at  1.15c  as 
patron.  Macmillan  Cancer  Relief, 
will  visit  patients  being  treated  at  8 
Aberdeen  Road.  Islington.  N5  at 
2.45:  and  as  patron.  Royal  Opera, 
wiB  visit  the  Royal  Opera  House* 
redevelopment  at  45  Floral  Street 
Covent  Garden,  at  3.40. 

Queen  Elizabeth  the  Queen 
Mother,  accompanied  by  the  Duke 
of  York  will  attend  the  “Nat 
Forgotten"  Association*  Christ¬ 
mas  Party  at  St  James*  Palace,  at 
100:  and  will  attend  the  return 
banquet  ar  the  Brazilian  Ambas¬ 
sador*  residence.  54  Mount  Street 
at  830. 

Princess  Margaret  wfli  also  at¬ 
tend. 


Birthdays  today 

Mr  Ruhad  Afthar.  neurosurgeon. 
56;  the  Marchioness  of  Anglesey. 
73;  Sir  Stephen  Barrett,  former 
diplomat.  66;  Sir  Frederick  Bishop, 
former  director-general  National 
Trust  82;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sir 
Simon  Bland,  former  royal 
equerry.  74:  Miss  Joan  Brady, 
novelist  58;  Mr  Jeff  Bridges,  actor. 
48. 

Miss  Ann  Christopher,  sculptor, 
50;  Mr  Ronnie  Coroett  coined ian. 
67;  Vice-Admiral  Sir  David  Dob¬ 
son.  59;  Miss  Deanna  Durban, 
former  actress  and  singer.  76; 
Judge  Head.  74:  Miss  Alike 
Huber,  tennis  player.  23;  Miss 
Gemma  Jones,  actress.  55;  Mr 
Clive  Leach,  fanner  chairman  and 
chief  executive:  Tyne  Tees  Tele¬ 
vision.  63c  Mrs  Pamela  W.  Mat¬ 
thews.  former  Principal  Westfield 
College.  83;  Mr  Richard  Meade, 
three-day  eventer,  59;  Mr  W.N. 
Menzies- Wilson,  former  chair¬ 
man.  Ocean  Transport  and  Trad¬ 
ing.  71;  Miss  Yvonne  Minton, 
metresoprano.  54;  Professor  Lord 
Morris  of  Castle  Morris.  67;  Miss 
Pamela  Stephenson,  comedienne. 
47;  Dr  Jeffrey  Tobias,  oncologist 
and  radiotherapist  51. 


Sir  Gilbert 
Longden 


A  Thanksgiving  Service  for  the  life 
of  Sir  Gilbert  James  Mortey 
Longden.  MBE.  will  be  held  at 
Holy  Trinity  Church.  Brampton 
Road,  on  Thursday,  December  tt. 
at  noon. 


Banquet 


Corporation  of  London 
To  mark  the  visit  of  the  President 
o  f  the  Federative  RepubGc  of  Brazil 
and  Senhora  Cardoso  to  the  City  of 
London  yesterday  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  Corporation  presented  an 
Address  of  Welcome  and  after¬ 
wards  gave  a  banquet  at 
GutWhalL  The  Duke  and  Duchess 
of  Gloucester  attended.  The  Lord 
Mayor  and  the  Lady  Mayoress, 
accompanied  by  the  Sheriffs  and 
their  ladies,  woe  the  bores.  Among 
those  present  were: 

Ambassador  Late  Felipe  L&mprela 
(Minister  of  Stale  tor  External 
Relations)  and  Senhora  LampreU. 
Sentior  Late  Carlo;  Breaser  GOo- 

catves  Pereira  (Minister  of  State  for 
Federal  Administration  and  State 
Reform),  Senhor  Jos6  Israel  Vargas 
(Minister  of  State  for  Science  and 
Techno  logy).  Senhor  ClOvis  de 
Barms  Carvalho  (Minister  of  Stale. 
Head  of  the  Civil  Office  of  the 
Presidency  of  the  Republic)  and 
Senhora  Carvalho,  Ambassador 
SCrglo  Silva  do  Amaral  (Secretary  for 
Soaal  Communication  of  the 
Presidency  of  the  Republic),  Deputy 
Roberto  de  Oliveira  Campos 
(Member  of  the  Chamber  Of 
Depones),  the  Ambassador  of  the 
Federative  Republic  or  Brazil  and 
Senhora  Barbosa.  Major  Jos6  Lute 
vm&ca  OUva  (Aide-de-Camp  to  the 
President). 

The  High  Commissioner  for  the 
Republic  of  South  Africa,  the 
Ambassador  of  Peru  and  SSnora.  de 
Ponce-YWanco.  the  Ambassador  of 
Colombia  and  SCnora  de  Lemos- 
Slmmonds,  the  Ambassador  or  the 
Federal  Republic  of  Germany  and 
Frau  von  Moltke,  the  American 
Ambassador  and  Mis  Lader.  the 
Ambassador  of  Japan  and  Mme 
Havas  hi. 

The  Lord  chamberlain  and 
Countess  of  Alrlfe,  the  Master  of  (he 
Horse  and  the  Hon  Mis  Camr.  die 
Earl  and  Countess  of  Dartmouth. 
Earl  and  Conn  ten  St  Aldwyn.  Vis¬ 
count  and  viscountess  Montgomery 
of  AMmein.  Viscount  and  Vis  count 
BroakebotQugh,  lord  Stynn  of 
Hadley,  Loro  and  Lady  mdman. 
Baroness  Symons  of  Veraham  Dam 
and  Mr  Philip  Bassett,  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  Mr  Lionel 
Beckett,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  and 
Lady  Woolf,  the  President  of  the 
Fatally  Division  and  Laxly  Brown, 
the  Vice  Chancellor  of  the  Chancery 
Division  aod  lady  Scott.  Str  Brooke 
and  Laxly  Booth  by. 

General  Sir  Edward  Jones,  the 
Chief  of  the  General  Staff  and  Lady 


Wheeler,  sir  John  and  Lady  Ure,  sir 
Peter  and  laxly  Heap,  the  Marshal  of 
the  Diplomatic  Corps  and  the  Hon 
Lady  WeatiMran.  sir  Colin  and  Laxly 
Marshall.  Sir  Colin  and  Laxly 
Southgate,  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Metropolitan  Police  and  Lady 
Condon,  tire  Archdeacon  of  London 
and  Mis  Cassidy,  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  Lady  Mayoress  of  Westminster. 

Representatives  of  organisations 
having  commerdaJ  and  cultural 
connections  with  Brazfl.  the  HM 
Forces,  the  dvU  Service,  Members  of 

Parliament.  City  institutions.  Aider- 

men.  Common  CouncQmen  and 
Officers  of  the  Corporation  of 
London  and  their  escorts. 

Dinners 

Arab-Sritish  Chamber 
of  Commerce 

Mr  Derek  folded.  Minister  at 
State  at  the  Foreign  and  Common¬ 
wealth  Office,  was  the  guest  of 
honour  and  speaker  at  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  Arah- British  Cham¬ 
ber  erf  Commerce  held  last  night  at 
the  Cafe  Royal  The  Right  Had 
Lord  Prior,  Chairman,  presided. 
Mr  Abdul  Karim  At-Modaris. 
Secretary-General  and  Chief  Exec¬ 
utive,  also  spoke.  Ihe  Arab 
Ambassadors  were  in  attendance. 
Foandatioa  lor  Science 
and  Technology 

Lord  Jenkm  of  Roding.  Chairman 
of  the  Council  of  the  Foundation 
for  Science  and  Technology,  pre¬ 
sided  at  a  lecture  and  dinner 
discussion  held  last  night  at  the 
Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh.  Mr 
GJL  WQson.  Mr  Meiricn  Thomas 
and  Professor  J.F.  McClelland 
were  the  speakers. 

Service  dinner . 

"Not  Forgotten."  Association 
The  Goieral  .Committee  of  the 
"Not  Forgotten”  AssodationJidd  a 
dinner  last  night  at  die  Victory 
Services  Club  for  disabled  ex- 
service  guests.  Major-General  Sir 
Christopher  Airy,  chairman, 
presided. 


Anniversaries 


BIRTHS:  Thomas  Carlyle,  essayist 
and  historian,  Ecriefechan.  Dum¬ 
friesshire,  1756;  Samuel  Bader, 
author  of  The  Way  of  All  Flesh. 
Langar  Rectory.  Nottinghamshire, 
1835;  Edith  Cavefl,  nurse, 
Swardeston,  Norfolk.  1865;  Fran¬ 
cisco  Franco,  dictator  of  Spain 
1939-75,  a  Fernrf,  Gafida.  1892;  Sir 
Herbert  Read,  poet  and  critic, 
Kirbymooraide.  Yorkshire.  1991 
DEATTiS:  Armand  Jean.  Doc  de 
Richelieu,  cardinal  and  statesman, 
Paris,  16425  WQKam  Drummond 
of  Hawtbomden.  poet,  Hawthom- 
den.  Lothian.  1649;  Thomas 
Hobbes,  phUosopber.  Hardwick 
Hafl.  Derbyshire,  1679;  John  Gay. 
poet.  London.  1732:  Luigi  Gatfvam. 
physician  and  physicist.  Bologna. 


1798;  Robert  Banks  Jenldnsoo.  2nd 
Earl  of  Liverpool  Prime  Minister 
1812-27.  Ltrndon.  1828:  Wiliam 
Sturgeon,  physicist.  Prestwick. 
Lancashire.  1850;  Stefan  George, 
poet.  Minusic.  Switzerland.  1933; 
Thomas  Morgan,  biologist.  Nobd 
laureate  1933,  Pasadena.  Califor¬ 
nia.  1945;  Benjamin  Britten.  Baron 
Britten,  composer.  Aldeburgh. 
1976. 

Nicholas  Breakspear  became  the 
only  English  Pope,  Adrian  IV,  1154. 
The  Observer  was  first  published, 
179L 

William  Pitt  introduced  income 
tax.  1799. 

The  Dandy  comic  was  first 
published  by  D.C.  Thomson, 
1937. 


St  Paul’s  Cathedral 

The  Queen  and  the  Duke  erf 
Edinburgh  attended  a  service  held 
yestenday  in  St  foul*  Cathedra]  to 
mark  its  tercentenary.  The  Prince 
of  Wales  attended. 

The  Very  Rev  Dr  John  Moses; 
Dean  of  St  Paul*,  officiated, 
acricwrf  fay-tbe  Rev  John  fool 
Sacrist  Canon  Michael  Saward, 
Treasurer,  read  the  lesson  and  the 
Bishop  of  London  pronounced  the 
blessing.  The  Minor  Canon. 
Edward  Burrowes,  Head  Choris¬ 
ter.  Mrs  Demeha  Henderson,  a 
steward.  Mr  Gordon  Marsh. 
Honorary  Seueuuy  of  the  Con-' 
gregational.  Meeting,  and  .Miss 
Triria  Staple.  Tercentenary  Musk 
Axiministratot,  led  die  prayers  erf 


Canon  John  Halliburton,  Chan¬ 
cellor  and  Chairman  of  the  Ter- 
centenary  Planning  Committee; 
read  from  the  special  prayer  used 
at  the  1697  opoung  service. 

The  Lord  Mayor  and  Lady 
Mayoress  and  the  Sheriffs  and 
their  ladies.  Assistant  Suffragan 
and  Area  Bishops,  the  Arch¬ 
deacons,  tbe  Prebendaries,  visiting 
Church  dignitaries,  the  college  of 
Minor  Canons,  the  .Deputy  and 
Honorary  Minor  Canons,  mem¬ 
bers  of  Religious  Cxjmmunities,  the 
Court  of  Aldermen  and  the  Mas¬ 
ters.  Prime  Wardens  and  Clerks  of 
Chy  Livery  Companies  'were 
among  those  presenL 


Reception 


Torch  Trophy  Trast 
The  Duke  of  York  presented  die 
Torch  Trophy  Trust  Awards  fix' 
1997  yesterday  evening  at  a  recep¬ 
tion  held  at  Simpson  (Pkcadifly) 
Ltd.  He  "was  received  'by. -Sir 
Richard  BuCktey. ;  KCVO,  Chan> 
man  of  ft*  Torch.  Trophy  Triisl 
and  Mr  J.CJL  Pranks.  Chief 
Executive  erf  DAKS  Simpson 
Group  pfc.  Among  those  present 


Lord  Abotiaie.  EBE.  latte  Buddqr.  Sir 
Roger  anti  Lady  Bannister.  Sir  Peter 
YarrmniOTT.  Dame  Mary  Glen  Hale.Mr 
MDennen.MrandMnJWTHlfl.Mr 
and  Mix  GT  Janes.  Mr  T  Jones.  Mr  I D 
Peaxw*.  DfDWC  Smith.  Mra  P 

Smlrti.  Mr  D  Ufton  and  Mr  M  Day. 


Luncheon 

Mid-Attautic  Gob 
Baroness  Symons  of  Vembam  Dean. 
Parliamentary  Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  anti  Common- 
wealth  Affairs,  was  the  guest  of 
honour  and  spraker  at  a  luncheon  of 
(be  Mid-Adannc  dub  held  yesterday 
at  Dartmouth  House. 


Legal  appointment 

Mr  John  Prophet  has  been  appointed 
a  Grant  Judge  an  the  North  Eastern 
Giant  He  win  serve  on  secondment 
from  the  CSratit  Bench  as  Resident 
of  Industrial  Tribunals. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


Mr  lLM.dc  Vczm  Olivier 
and  MBsaCL.  Walker 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  EonuiKt  eldest  son  of  Mr 
Otivier.  of  Dana  Pant 
California,  and  of  Ms  Florence 
Ofivitt.  of  Houston.  Texas,  and 
Charlotte  only  daughter  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Terence  Walker,  of 
Bkkky,  Kent;  and  of  Riyadh. 
Saudi  Arabia- 
Mr  T.S.  Geary 
and  Mias  ICS.  Wright 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Timothy,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Ronakl  Geary,  of  High  Trees 
House;  East  BerghoLL  Suffolk, 
and  Sarah,  daughter  of  Mr 
Christopher  Wright  and  the  late 
Mrs  Mary  Wright,  of  Odewells 
Farm.  Great  Maple&esd,  Essex. 
Mr  WAF-Hagne 

ud  MissEJLWkdry 
The  engigement  is  announced 
•  between  Wflb'un.  son  of  Dr  and 
Mrs  David  Hagoe,  of  Canterbury, 
Kent,  and  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Dr  and  Mrs  Martin  Whedey.  of 
Seer  Green.  Buckinghamshire. 

Mr  H.GJL  Husky 
and  Miss  M-Ld*  C.  Hunter 
The  engagement  is  announced 
bchwm  Henry,  son  of  Colonel  and 
Mrs  Gotta".  Hfodey.  of  Old 
Alresford.  Hampshire,  and 
Miranda,  younger  daughter  of 
Commander  and  Mrs  David 
Hunter,  of  Ktrdford.  West  Sussex. 
Mr  C  Johansen 
and  Min  CL-  Naylor 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Oaig,  only  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Ejfer  Jobansen,  of  Sandnes, 
Norway,  and  JCaly.  only  daughter 
of  Mr  and  Mrs  John.  Naylor,  of 
GtaMstope;  Shropshire. 

Mr  G.  King 

and  Miss  A-  Vanglnui  - 
The  engaganent  is  announced 
between  Gareth,  dda-  son  erf  Mr 
arid  Mrs  Alan  King,  of  Neyland, 
Pembrokeshire,  and  Anna,  second 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Colin 
Vaughan,  of  Gnpstead.  Surrey. 

Mr  P.H.  Yarrow  , 
andMrsSJ.GafbndA  ' 

Tbe  engagement  ts  •  announced  ’ 
between  foter  Harold,  twin  son  of 
Sir  Eric  Yarrow,  or  Kflmaarfm. 
Renfrewshire,  and  Mrs  John 
Elliot,  of  Breaxnore.  Hampshire. 

and  Sara  Julia,  ynimgesf  riaiightir 

of  the  lair  Mr  Peter  Parry  and  of 
Mrs  Party,  of  Fttmeanx  Pelham, 
Hertfordshire. 


Mr  G.H-  Morrison 
and  Miss  CJL  Woodhoose 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Gordon,  elder  son  of  Mr 
and  Mzs  Tom  Morrison,  of 
Woodley.  Reading,  Berkshire,  and 
Owtotte  (Bfl)).  younger  daughter 

of  Mr  and  Mrs  Francis  Woodhouse, 
of  Hampcn,  Gloucestershire. 

M  J-C.  Nixut-Barns 
and  Min  SJLC.  Draper 
Tbe  engagement  is  announced 
between  Jean-Christophe,  son  of 
M  and  Mme  Jean-Pi ene  Noun- 
Barns,  of  Paris,  and  Sarah,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  James  Dreaper. 
of  Shaftesbury.  Dorset. 
MrMLAJL  PaHett 
and  Miss  E.L.  Ttaurnhaai 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  MkhaeL  younger  son  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  John  Pallet!,  of 
Hungerford,  Berkshire,  and 
Emma,  youngest  daughter-of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Peter  Thuntham.  of 
Crook.  Cumbria. 

MrTJEJ.  Sdmon 
and  Mrs  AJi.  Rurftton 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Thomas,  elder  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  John  Sdmon.  of  Battle, 
East  Sussex,  and  Amanda,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Robin  Carver, 
of  Fordwidv  Canterbury,  Kent. 
MrT-AJB.  Vadier 
and  Miss  J.E.  Fenton 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Tom.  younger  son  of  Mr 
John  Vacher.  of  HuntingBdd. 
Suffolk,  and  Mrs  Jill  TtuetfalL  of 
Clapham,  London,  and  Jayne, 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Philip 
Ffemon.  of  Longton,  Stafford shirc. 


Marriage 


Mr  D.R.  Carpaoini 
and  Miss  B.P-  Hardy 
The  marriage  took  place  on  Fri¬ 
day,  November  28,  1997,  at  die 
London  Oratory,  between  Mr  Da¬ 
mien  Carpanini  and  Miss  Brigette 
Hardy,  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
David  M.  Hardy,  of  FetersfiekL 
Hampshire.  The  marriage  rite  was 
celebrated  by  Father  George 
Bowen. 

The  bride,  who  was  given  in 
marriage  by  her  father,  was 
attended  by  Miss  Sheila  Marshall. 
Anna  Cooper,  Camilla  Hall  and 
Rhian  Stephens.  Mr  Simon  Hardy 
was  best  man. 

A  reception  was  held  at 
Caridges. 


Royal  Association  in  aid 
of  Deaf  People 


Baroness  Hollis  of  Heigbam,  Par¬ 
liamentary  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Social  Security,  gave  a 
reading  at  a  festival  of  Cards  and 
Readings  for.  deaf  and  deaflrfind 
people  held  yesteniay  at  St  Mar¬ 
garet*  Churefa.  Westminster  Ab- 
bey. 

The  Rev  Peter  CdweU.  Priest 
Vicar,  offiaalrd.  The  Rev  Chris¬ 
topher  Co  Hedge.  RAD  Pastoral 
Care  Co-ordinator,  the  Rev  Vera. 
Hunt.  Chairwoman  of  the  Nat-  ; 
knal  Deaf  Church  Conference  and 
Honorary  RAD  Chanfain.  and  the 
Rev  Jonathan  French  and  the  Rev 
Robin  Whittle,  RAD  Chaplains  led 
tbe  prayers. 

Mr  Pascal  Jcfanson.  VfcoChair- 
man  of  RAD  St  Saviour*  Chib  for 
Deaf  People.  Tina  Rukwia.  Senior 
Pupil  of  me  Royal  School  for  Deaf 
Children.  Margate;  Mr  Brian  Ed- 
mend.  General  Secretary  of  RAD 
and  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Gov-, 
errors  of  the  Royal  School  for  Deaf 
Children.  Margate.  Ms  Kathleen 
Maynard,  Sr  Saviour*  Deaftrfmd 
Suporr  Group,  and  Lord  JQngs- 
down.  KG.  Lead-lieutenant  of 
Kent  and  Vice-jEYesident  of  RAD 
gave  reading. 

The  Right  Rev  Richard  Chartres. 
Bishop  of  London  and  a  Vice- 
President  of  RAD,  gave  an  ad¬ 
dress. 

The  Choir  of  St  Margaret*  with 
the  London  Diocesan  Deaf  Choir, 
the  Gillingham  Deaf  Choir,  foe. 
Clapham  Deaf  Choirs  and  the 
Choir  of  tbe  Royal  School  for  Deaf 
ChiMren.  Margate,  sang  and 
signed  throughout  fhe  service. 

The  Deputy  Lord  Mayor  erf 


Westminster  attended.  Among  oth¬ 
ers  present  were: 

Members  of  both  Houses  of 
parliament,  tbe  Mayors  and  Mayor¬ 
esses  of  Brent.  Bromley.  Camden, 
Castle  Point,  Chelmsford.  Enfield. 
Greenwich, '  Harrow.  Havering, 
Hillingdon.  Hounslow.  Islington. 
Lewisham.  Merton.  Newham. 
Redbridge,  Rochester,  so  (ton, 
Thurrock  and  Waltham  Forest,  the 
Mayors  of  Bexley  and  Lambeth,  the 
.Deputy  Mayots  and  Mayoresses!  of 
Croydon  and  Hammersmith  and 
Fulham,  the  Chairman  of  Rocfaford 
Borough  Gou nclL'  Councillors  from 
Castle  PoinT and  Thurrock  and  rep¬ 
resentatives  r»f  the  Breakthrough 
.Trust,  the  British  Red  .Cross, 

'  DeafbUnd  UK.,  the  National  Dear 
Children's  Society,  sense:  CACDP, 
CAMS,  the  Cty  Literature  Institute. 
Kent  County  Council  Education 
committee.  Kent  county  Council 
social  Services,  the  Sign  Language 
Bureau,  the  Dear  Services  Bureau, 

Se  Disability  Employment  Advisor, 
airrow  volunteer  Bureau. 
Deanvorts.  Surrey  County  council 
social  Services.  East  Kent  Health 
Authority-  Sooth  Essex  Health 
Authority,  the  HI  Rear  Association, 
tbe  Bowerlng  Charitable  Trust,  tbe 
Raymond  and  Blanche  Lawson 
Charitable  Trim,  die  Leswyn  Trust, 
the  Gardeners  company,  (he  Royal 
School  for  Deaf  Children.  Margate. 
East  Berkshire  College.  Butcher 
Hum.  Godfrey  Hall.  Greenleaf 
communication.  JLT  Services, 
Norwich  Union  NatWest.  Rococo 
Chocolates.  MfiSbank  Publications. 
Motley  and  Scott  and  White  and 
Milano. 


Latest  wills 

Laurence  Seymour  May.  of 
Sherborne.  Dorse!,  left  estate  val¬ 
ued  at  £L975£]4  net 
Nancy  Cerifia  Coleman,  of 
London  NWS,  left  estate  valued  at 
El  ,550.717  net 

She  left  E5O000  to  the  Marie  Omar 
Cate  and  E25JXJ0  to  the  British 
Epilepsy  Association  and  to  the 
National  Society  for  Epilepsy.  - 
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Goorpu'u,  Edubaxtou, 
followud  by  a  prirato 
uisantfcm  Fare&y  floras 
only  Bat  dOMkaa  way  ba 
rat  to  MM.  or  Cancer 
tentwh  AH  anqufaire  » 
U.  Bd  wards  (tasnl 
UzacHBaX  tab  01121?  373- 
O300l  A  Hrahl  Stealoa  la 
pteanad  tat  a 


pasoafaHy  on  J*t 
1997  agad  79 
of  Iowa,  USA. 
hnohaad  of  Jttl  aad  tethsr  of 
rareola,  Joha  and  David. 
Mm*  ran tea  m 
icfo 


M»*  aged  76  on 
Sswato.  tathor  of  Bast 
rad  Tlii  iy  hater  of  )ah 
dear  fiiand  Of  A^es. 
BuTuiifly  U.  Ceaaiadtt 
ULTA  and  act! vs  la  the 
Ctetet  Cxapa.  For  way  yuan 
aa  e—ataatte  lanalm  of 
Goldsrelth  Choral  union. 
Bteta  Oorel  Sodaty  and  UE 
Ctete  taraial  at  IX  are  on 
Tuesday  9th  ora— tar  at 
Honor  QaX  CHaaieriia, 


MB  -  Vlotet  Marion  <><e 
Lama)  on  29a  Wnrenffisi 
aaed  85  la  Baatboaxne. 

Tisunrtj  irfTTsTiirai  wVdmr 

of  Owea  Qji  Joaaa.  rack 

loved  mothm  of  iota  aad 

cherished. 
Funeral  at 
Cnwodre 
11JS  an  Monday  15th 


Alan  and 


h  Co.  Mfc  01 


an. 


_ XACjOjC.  on 

Decenber  1st  1997 
saddenty  at  hone  la  St 
Andrews.  Wo,  aged  70. 

Sd V- 199^* tat  dnuS 


clo  Maoareaors  Funsral 
Services,  SS  Tsijn  Boed,  St 
Andrews,  MrDli  SEP. 

Medina  -  Basel,  on  2nd 
Doeenber,  sadrionly,  at 
boons.  Beloved  wife  of 

Paulefc  and  aaeb  loved 


^3 


pserefiiDy  at  Us  hone  U 
Chslrea  on  Deranber  1st 
1997 aged  77 


SW3 
“  ^ 

Tzlntty  Hospice,  Ctephan 
feaann  Worth  Side,  8w4 
wDZbu 


paacafaHy  at  tana;  Joy. 
Fcsawreoetliiidt]  gtdtetfas 
flint  iMostff.  Fuasrel 
Stertea  at  lO  an  «■  FlUay 
nir rnn  8t»  at  ltathtae 
ftrenwliia.  Baqnfrtae  to 
BA  Tribe  Ud.  lab  01903 
234814. 


MM.  -  Idaa  &aoo  ICsal  of  9t 
Johns  Wood,  London  mitt. 
nddratyenSSttaHorenbar 
1997  aged  74  Beloved  sterer 

mrfm  1AVM  Oft  HBM  BT 

fanlly,  collaaneu  ana 
friends,  tanml  Sarrtca  wm 
aka  dace  aa  Wsdaesday 
10th  ftsraaibsr  at  3  tea  at 
CoMraftmCaBatenL 
Fanlly  Qowsis  only. 
Doaatloas  If  ds  sired  to 
Cancur  XeUaf  Mamlllan 


PAJtFVTT  -  Iris  O.J.  CMiSSj 
■  foznexly  of  taaaag, 
Mateysta.  on  30th  Hoisater 
1997  at  Seat  aad 


aad  Stephanie.  Funeral 
Ssivtee  win  ho  on  Tuaadaj 


uvr. 


I  nlfa  of  Mar  trad  Fuktraun 
of  Oxenfecd  and  devoted 
■other  of  Cstta  rad  Steah 
who  died  Iteoateher  1st  apad 
60.  taqalste  Maas  at  St  I 
Mary's  Beams  Street  cm 
Trasdsy  Decenber  9th  at 
112  an.  MteaedtateoM 
hitoni«i»t.Thatenflihene| 

to  Trinity  Bospics,  dasbanl 
gr  St  tapwa  Hdapfes, 


mo-  Jocatyn  M ar.  ffCSFO 
dfad  peacafally  tm  30th 
ZCnutebec  ta  Queen  Mary 
House  i  H.  Chlaleherst, 
pravioanly  of  Ta^ridoe 
Walla  and  8t  LtounU. 
fmtttl  12th  naranhst  St 
Hlcholaa  Church, 

Chlslehoret,  lOvK  an. 
pally  flowers  only. 

gsrA?5?^a 

Cbappetl  A  Sous.  48 


SLAOttHTBI  -  Cecflle  Cade 
Chnds-CXazke)  on  2Bth 


IS..M  (Ml 
Lind?  of  MIlIhrcmh  does. 
Worcester.  -  focnetly  of 
WhltCfaaton  and  Oporto. 
FaaeefaJly  on  Sunday 
Itu  isnten  30th  ac  BlU/wi 
Hoeplrsl..  Worcester,  aged 
SS.  Irina  wtte  of  Cytfi, 
dearly  laved  sister  as 
Ateasader.  atuch  loved 
notbn  of  MgM,  Adrian  and 
Miles.  and  devoted 
grandmother  to  Sarah, 
Jaliaa.  .  cteirv.  Verity, 
Dighy,  and 
>1  Service  CO  be 
mrOdwtal 
Friday  December  Eth  at 
10 JO  an  followed  by 
ulvare  rrenatlou.  Fen 
Timms  oriy  Dsnattens 
desired  to  The  Stroke, 
tesortsHm  cfa  EJ.  febraj 
Funeral  Directors,  70  j 


the  early  boars  of  the 
raw  wins  MM  74.  Psmed 
aad^eetlylovadlwstnndof 
BUmb  and  naob  loved 
tether  Of  Susan  end  Urn  and 
father- in -law  re  Charles. 
Devoted  Breads*  to 


■dipMUninaaiLh 
•pedal  awn  who  win  be 
redly  almi  Areal  at'  St 
MACtaktaaCrea 
Quad,  tansy  at  ioao  re  on 
Wmliiaartai  10th  TTaxaietm 
followed  by  a  pdaan  tewteL 
Fanlly  flowers.  Only. 
Dowstnas  if  dashed  re  (ha 
rnxu.  or  Action  taranroh 
cfa  BtawtPinnsl  SSBjra 
ray«tnsM  hjdUM 


2nd  Pecereber  1997, 

Golan,  poithaw 
loved  nutter  of 
Lesley,  szandnother  of 
Arirea.  Etebetta.  Wntlaw. 
Rare  and  Anna,  ereat- 
■reteottet  of  Martin  end 
Lser,  BotttMB-lae  of 
ttoMnrad  Bareh^tawsi  si 

service  .  at  Bahpor 

_  2  “ 


.  Iran  V 
tael,  63  Maes  Getddl, 
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Fortnmn  &Masoh| 

y^oducttfwexEtestw 
bnSfld  oSoo  trad  pttftd 
■  caattfcpohtrfp^ni 
f’flwium.TlxBftSaiBDY 
RttdtttL  Lofted  fe  500,  saefa 
flurfandsadsfentffayOK 
artist  Ttgpof  £27^0. 
Ttepefed^brageaftaai, 
MfaMBlqrnBivdeL 
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Obituaries 


ERIC  IAITHWAITE 


!1S' 


Erttlailhwailc,  EnKritns 

.  Professor  of  Heavy 
.Electrical  Engineering  at 

:  Imperial  College. 

London,  died  on 
N®waib«x27  aged  76.  He 
was  born  on  June  14, 1921. 

of  W.  at  a 

ft  -/It’  \ fin*  when  many 
/-J^ernerirus  professors 
.  <*>  .  A-nave  long  since  hung 
-ti p-  thor  gowns,  Eric 
.  Laithwtotc  was  happily  work¬ 
ing.  like,  a  schoolboy  with  a 
.  Meccano  set,  on  the  biggest 
’  project.,  of  his  life  —  a  huge 
-'-woreang  model  of  a  futuristic 
recks  launcher.  America’s 
National  “Aeronautics  and 
Sjice.  ^ministration  had 
~  ccKmnissioned  him  to  develop 
..  .  a  conoqtt  worthy  of  Ian  Hem- 
ing’S  Dr  No — a  five-mile  tong 

tracfcjTO  be  tunnelled  up  the 
inside  of  a  10,000  ft  mountain, 
hurtfihg  a  space  capsule  along 
•  jthe.tradk.  and  out  through  the 
summit  into  Earth  orbit  The 
power  was  to  come  notfrom 
conventional  rockets  but  from 
/the  love  of  Laithwafrtrts  life  — 
linear  motors. 

Eric  Roberts  Laithwaite  was 
j  .bom  in  Atherton.  Lancashire. 
•;ihe  son  of  a  farmer,  and  was 
-educated  at  Kirkham  Gram¬ 
mar  School,  the  Regent  Street 
Polytechnic  and  Manchester 
University,  He  served  in  die 
RAF  during  the  Second  World 
War.  and  was  attached  to  the 
Royal  Aeronautical  Establish- 
i.-xaenf "at  Famborough  from 
1943  to  1946.  He  returned  to 
'  Manchester  to  teach  from  1950 
to  1964,  when  he  .  took  up  his 
dflflr  at  Imperial  College, 
where  he  remained  until  he 
retired  in  1986. 

Ever  since  1947  Laithwaite 
had been  known  as  "the  father 
ofthe  linear  motor";  however, 
as  he  constantly  pointed  out, 
he  did  not  invent  it  he  simply 
rediscovered  it  “The  linear 
motor  is  no  more  than  an 
ordinary  dearie  motor  spread 
out  bm  it  can  create  a  magnet¬ 
ic  river  capable  of  providing 
friction-free  travel.”  he  tedd 
1950s  television  audiences. 

Within  a  few  years  he  had 
designed  the  wonids  first  m^- 
n«i»lly  levitating  .high-speed  ' 
train;  and  such  was  the  farce 
of  his  personality  that'  he 
managed  to  persuade  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  day  id  back  it 
with  E5  million.  A  mfleof  trade 
was  built  and  a  full-scale 
levitating  locomotive  tested;  ft' 
was  me  of  tite  last  great  afl- 
British  postwar  invesanentein 
high-tech  engineerings  .but  it 
was  abandoned.  "He  was  dev-- 


-  Gordon  Slater.  CMG,  -  . 
.  CBE.  cMl  servant,  died 
oa  November  5  aged  93. 

-  He  was  born  <m 
December  14  HW3. 

FEARS  OF  a  demonsinuknit: 
by  Cambridge  University  un- 
dergraduates  against  lustra¬ 
tion  to  military,  service  in  1939 
led  the  vitte-dwiceBOT  tbcov 
sulr  with  the  manager  ofthe 
employment  exchange  and  to 
agree  that  students  ana  other 
men  of  military  age  should 
register  together  on  a  strictly 
alphabetical  basis  —  a  most 
tutorial  mixing  of  town  arid 
'gonm,  The  local  manager, 
Gordon  Slater,  took  the  first 


LEONARD  LAZAR 


~  -  #*► 

•  #  m 


astated”,  observed  the  Science. 
Museum  historian  Brian  Berb¬ 
ers,  “but  it  did  not  dampen  his 
inventiveness." 

For  Laithwaite  it .  was  a 
crossroads.  Havii^  pinned  his 
future  on  magnfirc  tovitstion, 
in  his  early  Sties,  he- had  to 
turn  to  other  things.  He  threw 
himself  into  writing  learned 
bodes  on  the  linear  motcr  and 
popular  cares  on  invention;  he 
renewed  hi?  childhood  pas¬ 
sion  for  butterflies  (at  his 
dcaft  he  had  one  of  the 
countiys  largest. private  oedr 
fections  of  specimens);  he  be- 
catme  a  familiar  figure  an 
radio  and  television,  where  his 
engaging  enthusiasm  rapidly 
made  him  Britain*^  best- 
known  ongbacer  ofthe  day. 

.  irwfts  Ms  £uh&:  howevq. 1 
that  was  to  lead  mdireefiy  to 
bis  downfall.  in  die  eyes  of 


many  of  bis  colleagues.  As 
Britain's  first  media  engineer, 
he  attracted  the.  interest  of  a 
.snail  army  of  amateur  inven¬ 
tors.  Many  popular  scientists 
are  profoundly  irritated  by 
this  sort  of  attention,  often 
tanning  whatthey.  regard  as 
“crank"  letters!  -j. 

But  not  Laithwaite.  One 
tetter,  in  particular,  caught  his 
eye:  in  it  an  amateur  inventor 
described  a  wheeled  device 
which  apparently  contravened 
Newton's  Third  law  of  Mo¬ 
tion —  it  moved  without  any 
power  to  the  wheels  or  any 
thrust  Intrigued,  laithwaite 
invited  the  inventor,  Alex 
Jones,  to  Imperial  College.  The 
device  Jones  brought  was 
powered  by  a-  simple:  gyro¬ 
scope  and  rt  moved  forward  on 
Laithwafre’s  bench  with  ease. 

.  “Alex  showed  me  something 


I  could  not  explain,  so  I  just 
had  to  investigate  fr.  It  was 
sheer  curiosity,  like  Alice  fol¬ 
lowing  the  White  Rabbit" 
Laithwaite  was  to  say  later.  He 
spent  the  next  few  years  im¬ 
mersing  himself  in  the 
specialised  -  world  of  gyro¬ 
scopes,  gradually  convincing 
himself  that  they  did  break 
known  scientific  tews,  and 
that  they  might  be  a  hitherto 
imrecognisM  source  of  preter¬ 
natural  power.  So,  when  be 
'  was  invited  to  give  the  Fara¬ 
day  Lecture  at. .  the Royal 
Institution,  he  knew  exactly 
what  to  show  his  august 
audience. 

He.  brought  with  him  an 
array  of  gyroscopes  —  from 
toy  ones  that  balanced  on 
model  Eiffel  towers,  to  a  huge 
501b  one  that  be  spun  up  and 
raised  effortlessly  above  his 


GORDON  SLATER 


rpRistesticaV'  in  the  country. 

.  .  When  war  came.  Slater 
acted -  as  secretary  of  thie 
lBgriaaent:  board  of  profes- , 
soes-andnaors  who  sought  ay- 
eas&e  Shat  saentific  aim  pro- 
.  ftfasSapd  talent  among  those 
taBfldig)  diould  be  put  to  die 
best  tse  for  tire  war  effort 
PmsutetioBs  about,  Individ- - 


of  bonsrieotious  objectors,  ted 
to  friendly  invitations  .to  die 

vritere  Steter'may  itoJww: 
revealed  that  he  had  teft 
school  at  13fr  v~  •• . . , 

.  Born  ,  in  a  fenri  cottage  at 
Broadwater,  Sussex,  the  sec-  - 
arid  son  of  a  carter,  Gordon 


Slater  was  educated  at  differ¬ 
ent  village  schools  as  Iris 
father  moved  from  one  farm  to 
another.  His  first  job  was  as  a 
messeiger  boy,  delivering 
telegrams  around  Rotring- 
dean.  Evening  dasses  at  me 
head  post  office  and  success  in 
an  exam  brought  promotion  to 
clerical  assistant  in  the  post 
office  engineering  division  at 
Croydon  by  the  tone  he  was 
16.  Evening-  dasses  at  tech¬ 
nical  college  got  him  through 
the  CSvlL  Service  examination 
to  join  the  recently  formed 
Ministry,  of  Labour  in  1928. 

A  series  of  promotions  took 
him  to  Cambridge  in  1938, 
then  back  to  headquarters  in 


London'  in  194L  Further  ad¬ 
vance  was  possible  only  by 
transferring  from  the  depart¬ 
mental  branch  to  the  adminis¬ 
trative  branch;  promotion  to 
assistant  secretary  in  1945  was 
an  unprecedented  crossing  of 
the  gulf  feed  between  them. 
Wartime  . work  on  the  41-hour 
week  for  civil  servants,  an 
regional  organisation  and  dis¬ 
trict  manpower  boards  gave 
wayto  dealing  with  demobolis- 
atipn  and  the  setting  up  of 
civilian  resettlement  units  for 
returning  prisoners  ctf  war, 
such  as  the  one  at  Hatfield 
House,- where  the  Long  Gal¬ 
lery  served  as  a  dormitory. 

His  real  opportunity  came 
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head  with  one  hand.  "Look,” 
he  exclaimed  to  the  assembled 
dignitaries,  "irs  lost  weight!” 
Ignoring  their  evident  shock  at 
such  a  heretical  claim,  he 
-  pressed  on  to  his  final  demon- 
.  stration  —  two  spuming  gyro¬ 
scopes'  mounted  on  kitchen 
scales,  which  he  claimed  had 
also  lost  weight. 

“I  thought  my  fellow  scien¬ 
tists  would  be  genuinely  inter* 
ested.  so  I  wasn't  prepared  for 
the  utter  hostility  of  their 
reaction."  Laithwaite  recalled 
later.  For  the  first  time  in  its 
history,  the  Royal  Institution 
failed  to  publish  tire  Faraday 
Lecture  that  year.  Laithwaite’s 
nomination  for  the  Fellowship 
of  the  Rpyal  -Society  was 
cancelled.  He  retired  from 
Imperial  College  m  1981  pretty 
much  in  disgrace. 

But  he  never  tost  his  fascina¬ 
tion  for  gyroscopes.  "None  of 
my  critics  could  ever  explain  to 
me  how  a  501b  spinning  wheel 
loses  weight,"  he  said.  He 
.  teamed  up  with  Bill  Dawson, 
a  fellow  electrical  engineer 
and  businessman,  and  spent 
the  last  years  of  his  life 
experimenting  with  a  variety 
of  complex,  gyroscopic  rigs, 
finally  proving  to  his  satisfac¬ 
tion  that  they  could  produce 
"mass  transfer"  —  a  brand 
new  thrustless  propulsion  sys¬ 
tem.  In  1993  he  applied  for  a 
patent  on  a  gyroscopic  space- 
drive;  typically,  he  had  built 
the  demonstration  model  out 
of  his  childhood  Meccano  set 

In  September  1996,  howev¬ 
er,  two  Nasa  scientists  arrived 
at  his  Sussex  University  lab¬ 
oratory.  and  his  life  went  full 
cirde.  They  were  looking  for  a 
new  way  of  getting  spacecraft 
into  earth  mbit,  thought  of 
linear  motors,  and  headed 
straight  for  the  world  expert 
"I  showed  them  all  the  magic 
-Of  magnetic  levitation,"  said  1 
Laithwaite  happily,  "and  they  i 
gave  me  the  contract"  He  was  I 
working  on  Maglffter  when  he 

collapsed.  .  . 

Although  he  mixed  effort¬ 
lessly  with  the  high  and 
mighty  (he  was  a  friend  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales  —  “I  taught 
him  everything  he  knows 
about  science”,  he  once  re¬ 
marked).  he  never  abandoned 
his  Lancastrian  roots  and 
vowels.  He  delighted  in  the 
sound  of  the  spoften  word, 
reciting  poetry  from,  memory 
with  evident  pleasure.  His 
memory  for  anecdotes  was 
formidable  and  he  delighted  in 
their  telling. 

He  leaves  a  widow,  Sheila, 
two  sons  and  two  daughters. 


in  1949,  when  he  became  head 
of  tiie  disabled  persons 
branch,  to  put  into  effect  the 
legislation  passed  by  the  post¬ 
war  Labour  Government. 
This  involved  cooperation 
with  many  people  in  industry 
and  in  voluntary  organisa¬ 
tions.  Remploy  was  one  ofthe 
success  stories.  At  internation¬ 
al  conferences  on  the  disabled 
Slater  was  able  to  claim  that 
Britain's  sendees  were  tbebest 
in  the  world. 

His  reward,  in  1956,  was  a 
CBE,  and  in  1958  be  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  undersecretary.  In 
1960  he  took  over  the  overseas 
department,  renewing  his 
international  contacts,  and  he 
went  on  to  represent  Britain  at 
International  Labour  Organ¬ 
isation  conferences.  He  re¬ 
tired  with  a.  CMG  in  1964,  but 
became  director  of  the  London 
branch  of  the  International 
Labour  Organisation. 

A  second  retirement  in  1970 
freed  him  to  become  a  county 
councillor  and  to  serve  as  vice- 
chairman  of  Berkshire  County 
Council,  1977-79.  He  was  in  his 
dement  as  a  chairman  — 
whether  of  Maidenhead  Civic 
Society.  Maidenhead  Music 
Society,  or  of  the  local  Nat¬ 
ional  Trust  Association.  Cour¬ 
teous,  firm  and  unruffled  by 
dissension,  he  was  always 
ready  with  an  outrageous  pun 
to  cany  the  meeting  with  him.  i 

He  married  Primrose  Ham¬ 
mond  in  1928.  She  survives  | 
him,  together  with  their  son 
and  daughter.  -j 


Leonard  Lazar,  barrister, 
died  on  November  4  on 
the  Isles  of  SdBQy  aged  81. 
He  was  born  in  South 
Africa  on  June*  1916. 

ALTHOUGH  he  had  lived  in 
retirement  on  the  Isles  of  Scilly 
for  several  years,  Len  Lazar 
was  such  a  private  person  that 
|  most  islanders  knew  little  or 
nothing  of  his  legal  back¬ 
ground,  that  he  was  an 
accomplished  poet  and  paint¬ 
er.  His  five  bodes  of  poems 
were  published  under  the 
pseudonym  of  D.  A.  Leonard. 

Leonard  Lazar  was  bom  in 
Johannesburg,  and  his  father 
was  a  Russian  Jewish  dmigri 
who  had  prospered  as  the 
proprietor  of  a  small  grocery 
chain.  Leonard  displayed  con¬ 
siderable  musical  talent  as  a 
boy  and  won  every  violin- 
competition  he  enteral  How¬ 
ever.  his  parents,  had  no  wish 
for  him  to  be  a  professional 
violinist  and  encouraged  him 
instead  to  read  law  at  the 
Univarsity  of  the  Witwaters- 
rand. 

After  graduating  in  1938.  he 
worked  for  a  while  in  his 
unde’s  law  firm  (which  he 
would  later  take  over),  but  on 
the  day  the  Second  World  War 
began  he  volunteered  for  the 
South  African  Army,  in  which 
he  was  to  serve  for  almost  five 
years,  gaining  the  role  of 


fore  bring  invalided  out 

As  an  RSM  he  spent  much 
of  his  time  drilling  "native" 
(black)  soldiers,  who  were 
neither  armed  nor  allowed  to 
go  to  the  front  This  work  kept 
him  at  home,  greatly  disap¬ 
pointing  him  by  denying  him 
the  chance  of  going  to  North 
Africa  and  seeing  action. 

On  leaving  the  Army  he  was 
called  to  the  Bar.  In  1946  was 
offered  a  lectureship  at 
Rhodes  University  but  de¬ 
clined  it  preferring  to  fight 
the  injustices  of  the  apartheid 
regime.  His  sense  of  fairness 
was  reinforced  fry  his  own 
experiences  of  foe  difficulties 
dT  living  as  a  Jew  and  a 
socialist  m  South  Africa. 

For  some  13  years  he  fought 


and  sometimes  won,  human 
rights  cases  —  often  on  behalf 
of  “non-whites"  —  gaining  a 
reputation  for  his  ability  to 
find  loopholes  in  the  prevail¬ 
ing  repressive  legislation. 
This  work  brought  him  into 
contact  with  such  figures  as 
Nelson  Mandela,  Oliver 
Tambo  and  chief  Albert 
LuthulL  It  was  a  difficult  even 
dangerous,  path  that  he  fol¬ 
lowed,  culminating  in  his 
work  for  the  defence  at  the  so- 
called  treason  trials,  not  as  an 
advocate  but  as  a  fundraiser. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
foe  South  African  Defence  and 
Aid  Fund.  As  a  result  of  the 
victory  gained  by  the  liberal 
lawyers  at  the  initial  treason 
trials,  internal  security  in 
South  Africa  was  tightened  to 
such  a  degree  that  Lot  Lazar 
felt  his  family  was  threatened 
~  he  had  by  then  a  wife  and 
three  children  —  and  he 
reluctantly  derided  to  leave  his 
native  land  for  Britain. 

He  was  warmly  welcomed 
by  political  allies  and  sympa¬ 
thisers  in  this  country,  and  for 
some  years  his  Hampstead 
flat  was  the  first  port  of  call  far 
fellow  exiles.  For  a  time  he 
worked  as  a  researcher  at  foe 
London  School  of  Economics, 
which  led  to  a  lectureship  and 
then  a  senior  lectureship 
there,  as  well  as  a  stint  as  a 
lecturer  at  Cambridge  Univer¬ 
sity  and  a  great  deal  of  work 
on  legal  pu  blications  with  the 
Oxford  University  Press. 


On  behalf  of  the  United 
Nations,  and  with  the  help  of 
Roger  Murray,  he  compiled 
an  analysis  of  foe  legal  states 
of  South  Africa's  occupation  of 
the  former  German  colony  of 
South  West  Africa,  which 
helped  to  pave  the  way  for  foe 
emergence  of  the  state  of 
Namibia. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
Len  Lazar  suffered  from  being 
an  exile  and  was  rather 
robbed  of  his  sense  of  mission. 
Happily,  however,  he  could 
tern  to  his  interests  in  the  arts. 
As  well  as  being  the  author  of 
Transnational  Economic  and 
Monetary  Law,  an  acclaimed 
multi-volume  survey  covering 
economic  organisations  such 
as  the  IMF  and  the  World 
Bank,  he  had  won  a  national 
short  story  competition  in  foe 
1950s,  and  during  his  retire¬ 
ment  on  foe  Isles  of  Scilly  he 
devoted  himself  to  poetry, 
painting,  and  playing  the  vio¬ 
lin.  A  collection  of  100  of  his 
poems  was  published  in  the 
bi-annual  Stillonian  Maga¬ 
zine.  His  natural  wit  com¬ 
bined  with  his  sense  of  fair 
play,  and  the  colour  of  kind¬ 
ness  decorated  everything  he 
wrote. 

Len  Lazar  was  twice  mar¬ 
ried.  Hedivorced  his  first  wife, 
Ruth,  in  1974.  and  in  the 
following  year  he  married  his 
second  wife.  Primrose,  who 
survives  him  along  with  his 
two  sons  and  daughter  from 
his  first  marriage. 


ELSIE  GREEN 


Elsie  Green.  MBE, 
theatre  director,  died  on 
November  6  aged  93. 

She  was  born  on 

February?,  1904. 

IN  THE  course  of  a  long  life 
devoted  to  the  theatre,  Elsie 
Green  was  a  teacher  and 
mentor  to  many  actors,  a 
pioneer  of  drama  therapy  for 
mentally  disturbed  patients  at 
Horton  Hospital,  Epsom,  and 
a  professional  director  of  ama¬ 
teur  theatre  productions.  She 
directed  before  the  war  at  the 
Tavistock  Little  Theatre  and 
then,  from  1953  to  1988.  at  the 
National  Trust’s  open-tor  the¬ 
atre  at  Pblcsden  Lacey  in 
Surrey. 

Fbr  her  work  at  Horton  and 
Folesden  Lacey  she  was  ap¬ 
pointed  MBE  in  1977.  By  then 
her  open-air  productions  of 
Shakespeare  had  achieved 
wide  renown,  and  she  had 
begun  staging  a  second  play 
each  year,  usually  by  Shaw  or 
Wilde,  attracting  audiences  of 
up  to  2,000  to.  each  perfor¬ 
mance.  These  National  Trust 
seasons  continued  for  an  un¬ 
broken  run-  of  36  years. 

Elsie  Elizabeth  San  tom 
Green  was  born  in  her  par¬ 
ents'  pub  in  St  Maryiebone. 
Her  mother  was  French,  a 
farmer  dressmaker  who  had 
become  lady's  maid  to  Lady 
Carnarvon  and  had  met  El¬ 
sie’s  father  (then  valet  to  Lord  . 
Carnarvon)  while  travelling 
on  foe  Riviera.  “Only  such  a 
romantic  setting  could  have 
triggered  off  such  an  unsuit¬ 
able  match,"  said  their 
daughter. 

She  remembered  her  child¬ 
hood  as  "a  grim  but  healthy 
life  in  Hampstead",  magically 
brightened  by  visits  with  her 
father  to  the  “Met"  in  the 
Edgware  Road,  where  she  saw 
performers  such  as  George 
Robey  and  Nellie  Wallace.  She 
later  recalled  visits  to  the 
Coliseum,  where  she  saw  Dia- 


ghi lev’s  Russian  Ballet. 

For  some  years  she  attended 
Helen  May's  ballet  school,  but 
she  had  to  give  up  for  health 
reasons.  Instead,  she  pursued 
her  strong  interest  in  foe 
theatre  fay  studying  speech 
and  drama  at  foe  Guildhall 
and  foe  City  Literary  Institute. 

It  was  at  foe  City  lit  that  she 
met  Jay  Barnett,  whom  she 
married  in  1935.  Over  the  next 
lew  years  she  worked  as  a  dir¬ 
ector  of  plays  for  the  Tavistock. 
Little  Theatre  which  produced 
a  different  play  each  week, 
ranging  from  Greek  tragedy 
to  Ffeyoeau  farce. 

The  Blitz  closed  the  theatre, 
and  the  Barnetts  moved  with 
their  two-year-old  son,  Mich¬ 
ael,  to  Epsom.  They  started 
the  Epsom  Drama  Group, 
originally  to  tour  with  Every¬ 
man  and  Murder  in  the  Cath¬ 
edral,  and  after  foe  war  it 
graduated  to  a  more  ambi¬ 
tious  programme. 

In  1953  Green  was  asked  by 
foe  National  Trust  to  direct  As 
You  Like  It  for  the  new  open 
air  theatre  at  Polesden  Lacey. 
She  could  not  resist  what  she 
called  “the  Pblesden  magic" — 
enhanced  for  that  first  produc¬ 
tion  by  supplementary  light¬ 
ing  from  thousands  of  glow- 
worms  In  the  surrounding 


meadows.  The  glow-worms, 
sadly,  did  not  return.  But  foe 
audience  did,  growing  from 
1,500  to  a  faithful  following  of 
nearly  20,000. 

The  quality  of  her  direction 
and  the  talent  of  her  amateur 
actors,  many  of  whom  moved 
on  to  successful  stage  and  film 
careers,  also  led  to  invitations 
to  restage  Shakespeare  pro¬ 
ductions  at  the  Chichester 
Festival  Theatre  and  others. 
Her  farewell  production  was 
Othello  in  1988. 

Although  she  supposedly 
retired  that  summer,  she  imm¬ 
ediately  recruited  some  of  her 
most  experienced  actors  into  a 
group  called  Evergreen  Pro¬ 
ductions,  largely  with  a  view 
to  raising  money  for  Sam 
Wanamaker’s  Shakespeare’s 
Globe  Building  Fund.  Plays 
by  Shakespeare,  Shaw  and 
Eliot  were  presented  ar  the 
Globe  Museum  Theatre  and 
various  other  venues.  Her 
name  as  a  benefactor  is  now 
carved  in  stone  at  the  Shake¬ 
speare  Globe  Theatre. 

Out  of  the  public  eye,  Elsie 
Green  gained  great  satisfac¬ 
tion  from  her  work  with 
mentally  disturbed  patients 
through  drama  therapy.  Her 
husband  predeceased  her.  She 
is  survival  by  their  son. 


THE  REFORM  OF  THE 
HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Various  proposals  have  from  time  to  time 
been  made1  with  a  view  to  reform  of  the 
constitution  of  foe  House  of  lords,  but  the 
report  of  the  Select  Committee  which  we 
publish  today  embodies  the  first  scheme  that 
has  come  before  the  House  and  the  country, 
as  die  result  of  mature  detiberatkm  fay  a  body 
of  peers  who  nay  be  fairly  regarded  as 
representative  of  the  opinion  of  the  House  at 


The  aim  is  to  bring  into  the  House  ol  Lords 
as  many  men  as  possible  who  have  proved 
themselves  wise  and  capable  leaders  of  men. 
and  to  scant  through  the  representative  pars 
tint  continuity'  of  tradition  and  that  position 
wfthfa  fop  Constitution  which  are  exoeedmgly 
difficult  to  secure  for  a  completely  novd 
creation.  It  is  proposed  accordingly  that  200 
peas  ghafl  be  cbosai  by  foe  whole  body  of 
Peers  whether  .of  England,  Ireland.  Scotland, 
or  the  United  Kingdom,  to  represent  them  in 
the  House  of  Lous.  It  is  suggested  foal  foe 

election  should  be  by  a  sort  of  cumulative  vote, 
each  hereditary  peer  having  as  many  was  as 
there  are  rqireseniaiives.  and  being  ar  liberty 
to  divide  them  as  he  pleases.  It  ts  not  believed 
that  foe  arrangement  would  lead  to  foe  party 


ON  THIS  DAY 

December  4, 1908 


If  these  proposed  ntfonru  hod  been  in  operation 
in  1900  the  controversy  on  the  Budget  of thatyear 
and  the  consequent  Parliament  BiU  (On  this 
Day.  Dec })  might  have  been  avoided ,  TheHoute 
of  Lords  then  had  592  members:  now  there  an 
752  hereditary  peers  and  435  life  peers/ peeresses, 

wirepulling  which  was  suggested  as  a 
possible  objection.  These  representative  peers 
would  sat  tor  the  duration  of  a  Parliament,  not 
fbr  life  so  that  there  would  be  an  opportunity 

to  vary  foe  representative  element  in  both 
Houses  iwth  equal  frequency.  This  arrange¬ 
ment,  it  may  be  mentioned,  does  not  touch  the 

prerogative  of  foe  Crown  to  create  hereditary 
peerages.  It  merely  reduces  the  number  of 
hereditary  peers  entitled  to  legislate,  and  to 
bear  the  tide  of  a  Lord  of  Parliament  Then 
there  is  a  long  list  of  qualifications  enabling 
peers  to  sit  as  of  right  without  election.  They 
may  be  summarized  as  intended  to  open  a 
Wide  door  to  personal  merit  or  distinction  in 


the  public  service.  The  two  Archbishops  are  to 
sit  %  right  during  their  tenure  of  their  sees, 
but  foe  rest  of  the  episcopate  are  to  choose 
eight  of  their  number  to  represent  than. 
Ffaaily  there  are  to  be  life  peers,  not  exceeding 
40  in  number,  not  more  than  four  to  be 
created  in  any  one  you*.  Their  creation  gives 
foe  opportunity  to  bring  to  the  service  of  foe 
country  mat  of  ability  who  do  not  meet  the 
conditions  of  admission  to  the  House  pre¬ 
viously  indicated. 

It  is  computed  that  under  this  scheme  foe 
House  of  Lords  would  consist  of  something 
under  400  members,  made  up  thus;-  TTiree 
peers  of  the  blood  royal.  200  representative 
peers  ejected  for  one  Parliament,  1 30  qualified 
hereditary  peers.  10  spiritual  peers.  5  Lords  of 
Appeal  in  ordinary,  and  life  peers  gradually 
brought  up  to.  but  not  exceeding,  40.  The 
House  of  Lords  would  thus  be  reduced  to 
about  two-thirds  of  its  present  nominal 
strength.  Only  aoe-half  of  it.  would  represent 
the  hereditary  principle  pure  and  simple,  and 
that  half  would  be  placed  under  conditions 


more  man  hereditary  right.  The  other  half  of 
the  House  would  represent  personal  merit, 
character,  distinction,  or  eminent  public 
services,  whether  in  an  official  or  a  non- 

offidal  capacity .. . 
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Beef  on  bone  banned  over  CJD 


■  The  traditional  roast  rib  of  beef.  T-bone  steak  and  even  Oxo 
gravy  are  set  to  disappear  from  British  dinner  tables  after  the 
Government’s  surprise  decision  to  ban  the  sale  of  beef  on  the 
bone  because  of  a  ■‘very  small”  risk  that  it  could  cause 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob  Disease. 

The  move  dealt  a  fresh  hammer  blow  to  a  tanning  industry 
that  was  slowly  recowring  from  the  “mad  cow"  disease  crisis, 
and  brought  gloom  to  butchers,  cooks  and  families  looking 
forward  to  their  big  Christmas  joint . — ........  Pages  1, 6 

Gas  U-turn  to  save  coal  jobs 

■  Tony  Blair  announced  a  halt  ro  the  building  of  gas-fired 
power  stations  in  a  move  to  ease  the  crisis  in  the  coal  industry. 
In  a  surprising  U-turn,  the  Prime  Minister  said  he  had  acted  to 


preserve  the  coal  industry. 


Page  1 


Doctors1  power 

The  NHS  drugs  bill  will  be 
capped  and  most  of  the  £35  billion 
health  budget  transferred  into  the 
hands  of  family  doctors  under  die 
Government's  shake-up  of  the 
health  service — - - Page  1 


Opera  reprieve 

The  Government  granted  a  tem¬ 
porary  reprieve  to  the  embattled 
board  of  the  Royal  Opera  House 
after  it  was  told  to  resign  by  an 
MP5  committee —  Pages  1.  IQ.  II 

Irish  tax  cuts 

Irish  tax  payers  and  social  wel¬ 
fare  recipients  are  to  benefit  from 
the  largest  give-away  budget  ever 
announced  in  Ireland - Page  2 

Cutting  revenge 

A  man  who  suspected  his  wife  of 
having  an  affair  took  revenge 
with  a  pipy  previously  adopted  by 
scorned  women  —  he  cut  up  all 
her  clothes  with  a  pair  of 
scissors - - —Page  3 


Addictive  drugs 

Anti-depressant  drugs  such  as 
Prozac  could  prove  as  addictive  as 
tranquillisers  such  as  Valium,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  study  by  the  medical 
consumer  group  Social 
Audit _ _ _ Page  8 

Global  wanning 

Graphic  evidence  of  the  deadly 
effect  of  global  wanning  in  a 
remote  comer  of  Central  America 
has  been  presented  to  a  world 
summit  on  dimate _ Page  9 


Spencer  divorce 

The  marriage  of  Earl  Spencer 
and  his  wife  was  ended  in  just  sly 
minutes  in  a  South  African  court¬ 
room.  The  judge  granted  a  di¬ 
vorce  decree  that  included  a 
settlement  of  £1.8  million  for 
Countess  Spencer - Page  5 


Wartime  gold 

Britain  and  France  rejected  calls 
by  Jewish  leaders  to  open  the  files 
of  the  Tripartite  Gold  Commis¬ 
sion  to  see  whether  the  Allies 
knowingly  restored  tainted  gold 
to  liberated  countries — Page  14 

Russian  arms  cuts 

President  Yeltsin  announced  that 
he  planned  to  cut  Russian  ground 
and  naval  forces  by  40  per  cent 
from  January  1, 1999 _ Page  15 

Landmine  ban 

Jolted  into  action  by  a  Nobel 
Prize-winning  campaign.  Britain 
and  scores  of  other  nations  signed 
an  international  ban  on  land- 
- Page  17 


mines. 


Cleared  of  murder 

Twenty-five  years  after  a  teenage 
soldier  confessed  to  murder  be¬ 
cause  he  dreamt  of  the  dead 
schoolgirl's  face,  the  Court  of  Ap¬ 
peal  has  set  him  free - Page  7 


Mandela  case 

The  former  head  of  Winnie 
Madikizela-Mandela's  body¬ 
guard  said  that  she  ordered  the 
killing  of  several  township  activ¬ 
ists  while  having  an  affair  with  a 
white  policeman  of  the  Special 
Brandi _ Page  19 


Gorbachev  sings  for  his  TV  supper 


■  Mikhail  Gorbachev  is  to  follow  Pamela  Anderson  and 
Damon  Hill  by  singing  the  praises  of  the  pizza.  He  has 
accepted  more  than  E100.000  to  star  in  a  Pizza  Hut  TV 
advertising  campaign,  which  he  has  filmed  in  Moscow.  The 
former  Soviet  leader  has  said  that  he  will  use  die  fee  to  help  to 
establish  a  home  for  his  Perestroika  library - Page  3 


Pele.  who  yesterday  received  an  honorary  knighthood,  and  Presdent  Cardoso  of  Brazil  with  youngsters  from  Compton  Manor  School,  London 


Savings:  The  Government  is  trying 
to  escape  further  criticism  of  its 
Isas  by  producing  a  lower  estimate 
for  file  numbers  of  investors  ad¬ 
versely  affected - Page  27 

South  Korea:  Britain  will  join  other 
G7  developed  countries  in  backing 
a  $55  billion  rescue  package  for  the 
vital  economy _ Page  27 


Economy:  The  Bank  of  England 
met  for  its  interest  rate  discussion 
amid  evidence  that  the  booming 
services  sector  has  lost  some  steam 
and  that  retailers  suffered  a  poor 

month  in  November - Page  27 

Mmkets:  The  FTSE  100  lost  6.9  to 
dose  at  4970.7.  Sterling's  trade- 
weighted  index  fell  from  105.4  to 
1053  after  a  rise  from  $1.6821  to 
$1.6836  but  a  fall  from  DM2.9846 
to  DM2.9773 _ Page  30 


HEjy-f  ^ 


Rugby  union:  With  injuries  to  key 
players,  Clive  Woodward  had  to 
delay  the  naming  of  the  England 
team  for  the  second  international 
against  file  All  Blacks Page  52 

Football:  Alan  Shearer,  out  of  file 
game  through  injury  since  August, 
expects  to  be  fit  in  time  to  take  his 
place  in  the  England  squad  for  the 
World  Cup  finals _ _ _ Page  52 

Cricket  Courtney  Walsh,  the  cap¬ 
tain.  and  Clive  Lloyd,  the  manager, 
were  highly  critical  of  West  Indies* 
performance  as  the  suffered  a  sec¬ 
ond  successive  innings  defeat  by 
Pakistan _ : _ Page  50 


Tennis:  John  McEnroe  and  Bjorn 
Borg  lead  a  cast  of  legends  that 
should  enthral  spectators  at  the 
Albert  Hall  for  the  Senior  Tour  of 
Champions _ Page  48 


Young  gems:  A  confident  new 
breed  of  writer-directors  is  snap-, 
ping  at  the  heels  of  the  moguls  and 
producing  some  of  Hollywood* 
hottest  new  movies — Page  40 


Sty  triumph:  Geoff  Brown  watches 
Sylvester :  Stallone's  lazy  shenriff 
take  on  acting  heavyweight  Robert 
De  Niro  in  Cop  Land  and  wire  the 
weeks  new  movies - —Page  41 

Old  sofcSare:  Written  by  Stephen 
Churchett  and  starring  George 
Cole  and  Tim  Pigott-Smith,  Heri¬ 
tage  should  have  had  Benedict 
Nightingale  gripped.  What  went 
wrong? - ; — Page  42 


Late  arrival:  Benjamin  Britten  and 
W.H.  Auden*  early  collaboration. 
Paul  Banyan,  which  languished 
for  decades,  finally  gets  a  Royal 
Opera  premiere - Page  43 


TOMORROW 


IN  THE  TIMES 


■  SOUNDS  NEW 
Is  ft  a  hom?  No,  iff s  a 
£35*000  speaker... 

A  special  report  on 
the  latest  in  hi-fi 


■  MEDIA 
Sam  Chisholm,  goes 
out  with  a  bang. 
Raymond  Snoddy  on 
the  man  from  BSkyB 


.Yourhealtb:  Dr  Thomas  Stuttafbrd 
reports  an  cardiac  arrest,  birth 
weight,  the  benefits  of  waQdn&  and 
identifying  corpses  .  .  ,  Page  20 
Lone  struggle:  Freezing:  payments 
for  single  parents  places  a  huge 
burdoiontha3i.sayslctie  mother 
Alison  Miller:. _ ^ ^  Page  2! 


Ruffling  the  fine  How  the  charities 
manage  finances  in  the  face  of  tax 
reforms-——  V  ..  .  .  ..Page  36, 37 


Best  buys:  A  traditional  Christmas 
in  rural  Yorkshire,  skiing  in  a  duty¬ 
free  resort  a  last-minute  break  in 
the  Caribbean _ _  Page  39 


Reviews:  Raymond  Seitz  enjoys 
Thomas  Jefferson’s  Parisian  ad¬ 
venture,  Peter  Ackroyd  hails  Lon¬ 
don*  chaotic  beauty,  Nicholas 
Wapshott  sniffs  out  the  authors  of 
Groucho*  best  lines...  Pages  44, 45 


The  dynamism  of  the  40,000 
French  people  who  weak  in  silicone 
valley  in  California  must  be  salut¬ 
ed.  As  must  the  courage  of  those 
young  people who  in  growing  num¬ 
bers  will  boost  the  colony  of 
100,000  in  London.  But  is  fins  emi¬ 
gration  of  the  best  not  a  sign  of  a 
Mocked  society?  —Le  Figaro 


Prtwtow:  Whaf  shoifid  we  believe 
about  global -wanning?  Sbore  Sto¬ 
ries  (BBC2,  QJSjpn).  Rwtae  Un¬ 
derneath  the  arches  ~  Pages  5&  51 


Tales  of  Kaufman  . 

Operas  are  supposed  to  be.  melo¬ 
dramatic  select  committees  are 
not  Unfortunately  Gerald  Kauf¬ 
man*  report  an  (he  Royal  Opera 
House  is  as  overblown  as  the  death 
scene  from  Manon  Lescaut  —  arid 
hard  to  take  seriously- — ^  Page 23 

Tiger  Balm 

Sooth  Korea  has  great  strengths;  h 
is  right  for  the  rest  of  fije  world  to 
provide  file  help  they  need  to  redis¬ 
cover  them— - - Page  23 


Done  to  a  T 


After  every  new  scare  beef  con¬ 
sumption  has  dipped.  But  the  pank 
passes  and  beef  returns.  So  it  is 
sure  to  be  again  - - Page  23 
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WHJJAM  REES-MOGG 

At  fills  point  of  disaster  in  Cavern 
Garden,  eveiyddng  needs  to  be  re¬ 
thought.  but  the  old  sources  of 
funding,  built  up  over  many  years. 

cannot  be  discarded— - Page  22 

TONY  BLAIR 

The  Kyoto  dbnarr  change  confer¬ 
ence  is.  We  wQl  do  our  bit.  Other 
countries  must  do  their*.  So  most, 
every  individual. - — -  Ptege  22 ; 
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PETER  RIDDELL 

There  is  a  sense  in  which  file  centre 
is  divided  with  Mr  Blair  as  chair¬ 
man  of  new  Labour  and  Mr  Brown 
as  the  hard-driving  chief 
executive - - - Page  13 


JOHN  BRYANT  . 

How  is  it  that  when  more  girls  and 
women  than  ever  are  taking  part  in 
a  wider  range  of  sports  than  ever, 
the  woman  coach  is  stiff  the  rarest 
of  sporting  oddities?. 
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Eric  Latthwaftn.  professor  of  engi¬ 
neering;  Leonard  Lazar,  barrister. 
Gordon  Slater,  civil  servant;  Bala 
Green,  theatre  director  _^Page  25 


Labour  and  taxes;  sharing  re¬ 
sources  among  schools;  children* 
dice  deaner  energy——.  Page  23 
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Firm  this  week  the  midweek  draw 
number*  will  published  on  Fridays 


THE  TIMES  CROSSWORD  NO  20,654 


ACROSS 

1  Refuse  to  see  most  of  Irish  county 
(5)- 

4  One  may  give  camper  aid  when 
injured  (9). 

9  Express  view,  for  example,  in  this 
(9)- 

10  Capital  none  preferred  to  Paris 

(5) . 

11  Currency  dealings  for  an  pair? 
(7.8). 

12  There  was  a  mountain  of  fins  fruit 

(6) . 

14  Soulful  witticism?  (3-5). 

17  Bird  starts  to  nest  under  roof  (8). 
19  A  British  queen  once  as  com¬ 
munity  leader  (6). 

22  Not  easy  to  find  fine,  in  practical 
circumstances  (4X3.6). 

24  Where  one*  moaey  may  be 
soundly  tied  up?  .(5). 

25  Temporarily  accommodated  by 
one  on  purpose  £3). 


26  Rider  not  effectively  adding  any¬ 
thing  (9). 

27  Make  name  in  very  restricted 
environment?  Aussie  can  (5). 


DOWN 

1  Crossed  high  above  flood  before 
noon  (9). 


Solution  to  Puzzle  No  20,653 


SBS0SEH  SSSHIIHH 
adHHEiHinn 
□HHnm niass  ssuffls 
HBtaSQEHa 
raHGDSHIISBSQaQB 
ns  n  n  ii  Ti  n 
ranS0SC!HH  SQITISHH 
Q  S  0  S  a  B 
sssnara  HsnsHQsa 
h  h  □  h  ra  ms 
HSSSSSffiSSHUStll 

asacnasaa 
EEtfiGHi  afflaransQoa 

sssnHmra  asaassn 


2  Religious  song  turned  into 
French  (5). 

3  How  beastly  the  Pope  once  was! 
{?)- 

4  Easily  led  to  include  one  in 
equipment  (6). 

5  Extremely  rude  casual  worker 
given  tranquilliser  (8). 

6  Officer*  order  (7). 

7  I  condemn  a  corrupt  authority  (9). 

8  Chopped  spice  (5>. 

13  In  extremes  of  terror.  I  endlessly 
imagine  plots  (9). 

15  Stan  off  period  in  government  in 
official  abode  (9). 

16  Showing  contempt,  that  is,  over 
an  article  (8). 

18  Messenger  or  porter  carrying 
letters  f7). 

20  Nobleman  losing  ring  in  London 
borough  (7). 

21  Not  so  bad.  IH  wager  (6). 

22  Sum  for  workers  limited  by  cap 
P-2). 

23  Federation  heading  off  trouble 
that*  afoot  (5). 
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O  General:  Southern  and  eastern  areas 
Britain  wffl  start  cold  and  rather  cloudy  with 
sleety  rain  on  lowground  and  snow  flurries 
over  the  h&s.  Inis  stolid  soon  deer, 
leaving  much  of  the  day  bright  with  just  a 
tew  ooastal  showers. 

Wales,  western  England  and  southern 
Scotland  will  start  frosty  with  patches  of 
freezing  tog  but  they  wffl  sfawfy  dear  and  It 
will  turn  out  fine  and  bright  Early  showers 
in  northern  Scotland  wA  die  out  but  It  wffl 
tun  increB8ingiy  cloudy. 

Tonight,  southern  areas  of  Northern 
Ireland,  and  the  Irish  Repubfic,  wffl  be 
dear  and  frosty.  The  extreme  east  of 
England  will  have  some  isolated  showers, 
The  rest  of  England  and  Wales  will  have 
mdnfy  clear  sWes,  frost  and  pockets  of 
freezing  fog. 


□  London,  Cant  S,  SW  England,  E 
Wdtanda,  Channel  Is:  CoU  and  cloudy 
in  morning  with  wintry  showers  but  it  wifi 
become  dry  and  bright.  Light  northeast 
w*id.  Max  6C  (43F). 

□  SE  England,  EAngfla:  Cold  with  sleet 
and  haj-snow  In  morning.  Brighter  In 
afternoon;  a  taw  coastal  showers.  Moder¬ 
ate  north  to  northeast  wind.  Max  5C  (41F). 

□  E,  NE  England:  Coid  and  frosty  start 
with  wintry  showers,  but  brighter  spells  in 


afternoon.  Moderate  northerly  wind.  Max 
5C(41F>.  .  • 

□  W  Midlands,  Wales,  NW,  Cent  N 
England,  I  alow,  loM:  Frosty  start  wfth 
pockets  of  freeziTg  fog,  clearing  stowfy 
but  some  sunshine  later.  Light  north  wind. 
Max  5C  {41F). 

□  Borden,  Edinburgh  &  Dundee, 
Aberdeen:  Cold  but  morning  showers  wffl 
deer  to  leave  dry  and  mterrfy  sunny 
afternoon.  Moderate  NW  Max  5C  (41 F^. 

□  SW  Scotland,  Glasgow,  Cent  High¬ 
lands,  Argyll,  N  Ireland:  Overnight  frost 
and  freezing  tag  wfll  desr  only  very  sf 
but  sunny  spells  wffl  develop  later.  C 
later.  U^it  and  variable  wind.  Max 
(41F). 

□  Moray  Firth,  NE,  NW  Scotland, 
Ortcney,  Shetland:  Earty  showers  wffl  cBe 
out;  but  doudy  later  wfth  drizzle.  Moderate 
wesl  to  northwest  wind  Max  6C  (43F). 

□ 


(43F). 


□  Outlook:  Cold  in  the  south  until 
weekend  with  overnight  frost  and  freezing 
tog  stow  to  dear.  Northern  areas  wffl 
become  much  rrfflder  but  doudy  and 
breezy  with  a  UtUe  rain. 
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THURSDAY  DECEMBER  4 1997 


Coal  closures 
likely  despite 
U-turn  on  gas 

By  Christine  Buckley,  industrial  correspondent 


RJB  MINING  and  the 
remainder  of  the  coal  mining 
industry  wifi  continue  to 
press  the  Government  for 
action  on  the  short-term 
future  of  the  industry  in  spite 
of  yesterday's  decision  to 
block  more  gas-fired  power 
stations. 

The  major  change  of  policy, 
announced  by  the  Prime  Min¬ 
ister,  offers  some  hope  for  coal 
bur  does  nothing  to  halt  the  pit 
closures  that  are  expected  to  be 
announced  by  RJB.  Britain's 
biggest  coal  producer,  in  the 
next  few  weeks. 

Richard  Budge,  RJBls  chief 
executive,  called  on  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  offer  to  buy  20 
million  tonnes  of  coal  from  the 
beleaguered  company  at  £1-25 
per  gigajoule.  This  is  substan¬ 
tially  more  than  the  price  it  is 
Thought  that  the  company  has 
struck  in  two  recent  deals  with 
the  generators  Eastern  and 
National  Power. 

Mr  Budge  told  the  Trade 
and  Industry  Select  Commit¬ 
tee  inquiry  into  the  foture  of 
coal  that  the  move  on  gas-fired 
stations,  announced  an  hour 
before  John  Battle,  the  Energy 
Minister,  appeared  before  the 
committee,  would  not  stop  the 
immediate  crisis.  He  said: 
“Although  we  are  grateful  for 
this,  there  is  nothing  over  the 
short  term." 

With  unions  expecting  im¬ 
minent  pit  closures,  he  said: 
“We  will  not  be  able  to  run  the 
business  at  a  loss."  Mr  Budge 
called  for  Government  inter¬ 
vention  to  tide  over  the  com¬ 
pany.  which  has  been  hit  by  a 
Tailing  market  and  now  has  a 
massive  problem  with  overca¬ 
pacity.  He  said:  "Why  doesn't 
the  Government  give  us  an 


order  for  20  million  tonnes  for 
the  next  two  years  at  £12  a 
gigajoule."  If  he  could  secure 
orders  for  that  coal  at  higher 
prices  then  the  Government 
could  have  the  cash  difference. 

But  Mr  Battle  had  previous¬ 
ly  told  the  committee  that  he 
was  unable  to  help  coal  in  die 
short  term.  He  said:  “I  don't 
control  die  short  term.  I  am 
not  negotiating  with  power 
stations."  He  said:  “We  have 
done  everything  we  can ...  we 
cant  turn  back  old  docks." 

Yesterdays  U-tum  was  the 
fourth  Government  move  to 
redress  die  industry  crisis 
after  mounting  pressure  over 
the  consequences  of  a  fall-out 
bom  pit  closures  and  thou¬ 
sands  of  redundancies. 

ft  was  only  a  few  weeks  ago 
that  the  Department  of  Trade 
and  Industry  ordered  an  in¬ 
quiry  into  the  pool,  the  elec¬ 
tricity  trading  market  Two 
weeks  ago,  as  the  pressure 
over  coal  increased.  Mr  Battle 
ordered  a  review  into  so-called 
"sweetheart  deals"  between 
regional  electricity  companies 


Budge:  purchase  plea 


and  the  gas-fired  generators. 
Last  week  the  Cabinet  ordered 
a  review  into  medium-term 
prospects  for  coal  in  which 
Richard  Cabom,  Minister  for 
the  Regions,  has  a  key  role. 

Pat  Carragher,  (general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  British  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Colliery  Managers, 
said  the  halt  on  gas-fired 
stations  was  unlikely  to  as¬ 
suage  industry  calls  for  imme¬ 
diate  action.  He  said:  “We 
welcome  this  move  and  it 
sends  a  signal  about  the  long¬ 
term  future  for  coal  but  it 
doesn't  help  the  immediate 
situation.  It  is  significant  that 
the  timing  of  the  announce¬ 
ment  came  before  the  minister 
appeared  at  the  committee  but 
after  the  unions  and  the  indus¬ 
try  association  had  given  evi¬ 
dence  so  they  had  no 
opportunity  to  comment” 

The  block  on  new  gas-fired 
stations,  which  addresses  in¬ 
sistent  demands  from  the  coal 
industry,  came  after  die  select 
committee  had  heard  unions’ 
fears  over  the  immediate 
future  of  the  industry  and  after 
the  electricity  generators  had 
dismissed  ways  to  support 
coal  in  the  short  term  by 
measures  such  as  stockpiling. 

National  Fewer,  PowerGen 
and  Eastern  said  that  they 
already  had  more  than  13 
million  tonnes  in  stocks  be¬ 
tween  them.  Stockpiling 
would  only  add  to  the  longer- 
term  problems  once  those 
stocks  had  to  be  run  down, 
they  said. 

RJB  is  negotiating  its  last 
major  contracts  with  Power- 
Gen.  PowerGen  told  the  com¬ 
mittee  that  prices  must  be 
competitive  but  that  it  was 
"optimistic"  about  the  talks. 


The  Monetary  Policy  Committee  at  yesterday’s  meeting  at  the  Bank  of  England 

Services  and  sales  lose  impetus 


By  Janet  Bush,  economics  editor 


THE  Bank  of  England  met 
yesterday  for  its  monthly  In¬ 
terest  rate  discussion  amid 
evidence  that  the  booming 
services  sector  has  lost  some 
steam  and  retailers  reported 
that  November  had  been  a 
very  disappointing  month  on 
the  high  street 

The  British  Retail  Consor¬ 
tium's  monthly  sales  monitor 
published  on  Monday  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  show  that  Novem¬ 
ber  retail  sales  were  down  on 
November  last  year,  with 
most  sectors  surprisingly 
weak. 

A  BRC  spokeswoman  said: 
“A  lot  of  our  members  are 


Isa  limits  ‘affect  fewer  savers’ 


By  Anne  Ashworth  and  Andrew  Pierce 


THE  Government  attempted 
yesterday  to  deflect  growing 
criticism  of  its  individual  sav¬ 
ings  account  (Isa)  by  produc¬ 
ing  a  new.  substantially  lower 
estimate  for  the  numbers  of 
investors  adversely  affected  by 
the  proposals. 

The  proposed  terms  and 
conditions  far  the  Isa,  which 
will  replace  personal  equity 
plans  (Peps)  and  tax  exempt 
special  savings  accounts 
(Tessas)  in  April  1999.  have 
been  called  an  attack  on  rhe 
prudent  savers  of  middle  Brit¬ 
ain.  A  Downing  Street  spokes¬ 


man  said  that  between 
350,000  and  450,000  would  be 
hit  by  the  £50.000  ceiling  on 
the  amount  that  can  be  trans¬ 
ferred  from  Peps  into  the  new 
accounts.  At  a  briefing  on 
Tuesday  it  was  said  that  an 
estimated  750,000  had  Pep 
holdings  above  the  £50,000 
limit  and  would  suffer  extra 
rax  as  a  result  However, 
750.000  was  described  yester¬ 
day  as  “totally  ludicrous"  by 
Downing  Street 
The  new  estimate  is  based 
on  IO-15  per  cent  of  all  Pep 
holders  who  total  some  three 


million.  But  Virgin  Direct 
called  on  the  Government  to 
rethink  die  £50.000  limit.  It 
also  deplored  the  inclusion  of 
life  insurance.  Rowan  Gorm- 
ley,  of  Virgin  Direct,  said: 
"The  inclusion  of  life  insur¬ 
ance  in  Isas  can  only  be  of 
benefit  to  the  insurance  indus¬ 
try.  The  last  thing  we  want  is 
fair  the  Isa  to  turn  into  the 
insurance  stitch-up  account" 
William  Hague,  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition,  challenged 
Tony  Blair  to  scrap  the  new 
limit  He  added:  “Wasn't  it  a 
bit  rich  for  a  Minister  (Geof¬ 


frey  Robinson]  who  has  got 
£12  million  in  tax-free  offshore 
trusts  to  introduce  a  new  tax 
for  people  who  have  worked 
all  their  fives  to  build  up  much 
smaller  sums?" 

Mr  Blair  said  that  those 
with  money  in  Peps  and 
Tessas  were  protected  to  April 
1999.  He  added:  “The  an¬ 
nouncement  that  was  made  on 
Tuesday  is  good  news  for 
middle  Britain.  There  will  be 
six  million  extra  savers  as  a 
result” 

Commentary,  page  29 


Gala  falls  flat  for  Bass 


BASS,  the  brewing  and  lei¬ 
sure  group,  yesterday  report¬ 
ed  a  29  per  cent  drop  in 
annual  pre-tax  profits  to  £477 
million  after  taking  a  £177 
million  hit  against  the  value 
of  its  Gala  bingo  division.  It 
refused  to  comment  on  re¬ 
ports  that  Gala  is  to  be  sold. 

The  total  Ml  for  exceptional 

items  in  the  year  to  September 
30  came  to  £237  million  after 
the  group  was  forced  to  make 
a  £25  million  provision 
against  the  cost  of  dosing  two 


By  Dominic  Walsh 

of  its  smaller  breweries.  The 
Govemmenfs  decision  to 
block  its  takeover  of 
Carlsberg-Tetley  produced  a 
further  toss  of  £35  million. 

However.  Sir  Ian  Prosser, 
chairman,  said  Gala's  pos¬ 
ition  had  now  been  stabilised 
and  Bass’s  £2  billion  war 
chest  meant  that  it  is  in  a 
position  to  “grasp  opportuni¬ 
ties  when  they  become  avail¬ 
able  at  the  right  price”. 

Holiday  Inn  reported  oper¬ 
ating  profits  7  per  cent  tower 


at  £181  million  after  the  effect 
of  sterling  and  the  sale  of  60 
holds,  while  Bass  Taverns 
was  12  per  cent  ahead  at  £315 
million.  Brewing  raised  prof¬ 
its  7  per  cent  to  £168  million. 

Earnings  per  share  before 
exceptionals  rose  10.1  percent 
to  55.5p  and  the  final  dividend 
of  192p,  payable  on  Ffcbruaiy 
9.  makes  27 Jp  (25-Op). 

War  chest,  page  28 
Tempos,  page  30 
City  Diary,  page  31  Prosser:  £2  billion  war  chest 


saying  “What's  happened  to 
ChristmaSTv.” . . 

Anecdotal'  evidence  of  a 
poor  month  on  the  high 
street  coincided  with  the 
latest  report  on  sendee  in¬ 
dustries  from  the  Chartered 
Institute  of  Purchasing  & 
Supply  which  showed  a 
slowdown  in  the  pace  of 
expansion  in  November. 

The  sector  remains  buoyant 
with  one  in  four  companies 
reporting  an  increase  in  activ¬ 
ity  during  the  month  and  tmly 
10  per  cent  seeing  a  decline. 
Employment  continues  to 
expand. 

But  Peter  Thomson.  Direc¬ 


Talks  start 
on  Hambros 
Bank 

By  Paul  Durman 

HAMBROS,  tiie  City  banking 
group,  is  talking  to  a  number 

some  or  all  of  the  business  of 
Hambros  Bank. 

Hambros  made  its  statement 
after  reports  that  Generate 
Bank,  a  large  Belgian  lender, 
was  in  takeover  talks.  How¬ 
ever,  G&terate  made  dear  it  is  I 
only  interested  in  the  commer¬ 
cial  banking  arm. 

Schraders,  the  investment 
bank  appointed  by  Hambros  to 
review-ways  of  ending  hs  lack¬ 
lustre  performance,  is  exam¬ 
ining  die  expressions  of  interest 
from  would-be  purchasers. 

Hambros  said  the  talks  do  not 
involve  Hambro  Countrywide, 
the  estate  agency  business,  and 
Hambro  Insurance  Services. 
Nor  has  there  been  any  propos¬ 
al  for  a  takeover  of  Hambros  as 
a  whole. 

G&terale  Bank  said  it  was 
keen  to  expand  its  commercial 
lending  to  small  and  medium- 
sized  firms  in  the  UK . 

Shares  in  Hambros,  which 
issued  its  statemoit  shortly 
before  the  end  of  trading, 
dipped  l*ap  to  26Slap. _ 

Commentary,  page  29 
Tempos,  page  30 


tor-General  of  the  CEPS,  said 
that  competition  was  becom¬ 
ing  increasingly .  fierce'  and 
that,  for  the  first  time  since 
November  1996.  firms  had 
been  unable  to  raise  then- 
prices  charged  at  a  fime  wben 
their  costs  continued  to  rise. 

Service  sector  firms  remain 
confident  about  their  pros¬ 
pects  but  levels  of  confidence 
are  lower  than  they  woe 
earlier  in  the  year. 

The  City  is  not  expecting  the 
MPC  to  signal  another  rise  in 
interest  rates  when  its  two-day 
meeting  ends  today. _ _ 

Commentary,  page  29 
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West  Indies  go 
down  and  out 
in  Pakistan 
PAGES  46-52 


South 

Korea 

signs 

rescue 

deal 

By  Aiasdair  Murray 

ECONOMICS  CORRESPONDENT 

THE  International  Monetary 
Fluid  yesterday  concluded  its 
largest  rescue  package,  offer¬ 
ing  South  Korea  up  to  $55 
billion  (£33  billion)  in  loans  to 
help  to  solve  its  debt  problems. 

After  signing  a  letter  of  talent 
with  the  IMF,  Um  Chang  Yeul, 
the  Finance  Minister, 
apologised  pubtidy  to  his  coun¬ 
try  for  the  Government's  han¬ 
dling  of  the  tiie  world's 
eleven  th-largest  economy. 

However,  he  added  that  the 
economy  would  have  to  bear 
pain  "to  revive  and  to  recover 
our  lowered  awtibilJty  in  the 
world  financial  society". 

The  IMF  will  provide  $21 
bfllibn  in  standby  credits  over 
the  next  three  years.  The  World 
Bank  will  supply  a  further  $10 
billion  and  the  Asian  Develop¬ 
ment  Bank  $4  billion  with  the 
balance  expected  to  come  from 
individual  countries. 

Britain  is  prepared  to  supply 
$L25  billion.  Gordon  Brown, 
the  Chancellor,  said  the  money 
would  only  be  made  available 
if-  “unanticipated  circum¬ 
stances”  created  the  need  to 
supplement  matey  provided 
from  institutional  sources. 

The  .  IMF  is  expected  to 
demand  that  South  Korea 
raises  interest  'rates  to  cut 
economic  growth  to  about  25 
per  cent  The  country  is  also 
lfltdy  to  be  forced  to  liquidate  a 
number  of  banks,  liberalise  its 
financial  markets  and  launch  a 
restructuring  of  the  chaebol  — 
the  conglomerates. 

Belt-tightening  _  by  South 
Korean  companies  has  al¬ 
ready  been  felt  in  tiie  UK. 
Samsung  is  shelving  plans  for 
a  £450  million  dedronics 
plant  expansion  in  Teesside 
white  Hyundai  is  delaying 
part  of  its  £3  billion,  invest¬ 
ment  in  Scotland. 
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Job  numbers 

The  Government  has  tried 
to  reconcile  a  long  standing 

problem  with  the  job 
figures  where  two  different 
methods  of  calculation 
produce  vastly  different 
answers.  Page  28 

Goodwill 

New  rules  published  by 
the  Accounting  Standards 
Board  will  make  it  harder 
for  companies  to  hide  the 
poor  performance  of 
acquisitions.  Page  32, 
Graham  Seaijeant,  31 
Accountancy ,  33 


The  human  face  of 


PC  makers  face  law  fight  over  2000  bug 


■  by  Chris  Ayres 

LEGAL  ACTION  against  UK  computer 
manufacturers  over  the  millennium 
^^increasingly  likely  yester- 
52  Ser Computer  Weekly  revealed 
thitrcmakers  in  the  US  are  facing  a 
$5  bfllion  (£3  billion)  daim  from  a 

Californian  law  firm. 

case,  being  prepared  by  Han- 
•  Rathert  ano  Buns  ho  ft.  aims  to 
“rL-nsate  owners  of  computers  that 
the  date  20 00.  The 


worldwide  cost  of  fixing  tiie  problem  — 
which  threatens  to  throw  TT-dependent 
economies  into  chaos  —  is  thought  to 
be  more  than  £400 biffion.  with  die  cost 
to  tiie  UK  being  £31  billion. 

In  the  US.  a  law  firm  can  bring  an 
action  itself,  taking  up  to  a  (bird  of  the 
award  if  it  wins.  If  the  millennium  case 
succeeds,  the  bulk  of  the  award  would 
be  held  in  a  tmsr  for  the  estimated  five 
million  computer  owners  affected  by 

theproblem  in  California. 

Chris  Ryan,  a  partner  in  Norton 


Rise,  the  City  law  firm,  said  that  tiie 
case  ojuld  provoke  similar  actions  in 
the  UK.  “That  case  is  unlikely  to  be 
replicated  in  that  form.”  he  raid.  "It 
would  be  individual  buyers  dial  would 
lake  action.  But  if  systems  fail,  there 
will  undoubtedly  be  litigation." 

IBM,  the  computer  manufacturer 
most  likely  to  be  affected  by  legal 
action  over  the  millennium  bug,  re¬ 
fused  to,  comment  can  the  implications 
of  ihe  case  Dixons,  the  UK  electronics 
retailer  and  a  leading  PC  supplier,  also 


declined  to  comment  on  how  the  action 
could  affect  its  business. 

Phil  Hobble,  head  of  Dell  Computer 
in  Europe,  said  that  it  was  offering  free 
upgrades  to  customers  affected  fay  the 
problem  —  regardless  of  whoa  they 
bought  the  system—  but  admitted  that 
companies  until  complex  systems  could 

argue  with  liaL^heraid.  "Blit  from 
Dell'S  perspective  we’re  doing  every¬ 
thing  we  can  to  make  sure  our  aistnm- 
ere  are  not  affected  hy  the  miltenhium." 


-  Good  investment  managers  are  measured 
by  their  performance. 

So,  oar  investment  strategy  is  formulated 
at  the  highest  level,  but  indrvidual  flair  is 
encouraged  to  deal  with  your  unique ' 
requirements. 

As  well  as  professionalism  we  offer 
something  more.  The  human  face  of 
your  own  portfolio  manager  with  whom 
.you  can  meet  or  talk  any  time  of  day. 

Your  portfolio  is  pocsonalised  to  your 
own  strategy,  not  pooled  with  thousands 
of  others. 

Hie  Private  Client  Specialist 
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Regis  Lemaltre  is 
Bars  Manager  of  the 
Old  Course  Hotel, 
St.  Andrews. 
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Add  Queens  Moat  to  the  Bass  hitlist 


SIR  Ian  Prosser,  chairman  of  Bass,  is 
in  die  enviable  position  of  having  a  £2 
billion  war  chest,  bur  in  the  wake  of  his 
Mure  to  snare  Carls  berg-Tedey  or 
William  HUl  the  question  of  what  he 
will  buy  remains  a  cause  for  concern. 

Commentators  have  thrown  up  a 
host  of  names  —  First  Leisure,  Stakis, 
Inter-Continental  Holds  and  Rank  — 
but  somehow  none  seems  to  have  that 
ring  of  truth  about  if. 

At  yesterday's  results  presentation. 
Sir  Ian  refused  to  comment  on  market 
speculation.  However,  he  did  confirm 
that  acquisitions  were  very  much  on 
the  agenda,  albeit  at  the  right  price. 

It  seems  dear  that  beer  and  hotels  are 
the  main  focus  for  potential  acquisi¬ 
tions.  Despite  a  setback  over  attempts  to 
establish  a  dominant  position  in  the 
Czech  market.  Sir  Ian  is  excited  by 
opportunities  the  Continent  affords  and 


Dominic  Walsh  looks  at  how  Sir  Ian  Prosser 
may  choose  to  spend  some  of  his  war  chest 


the  Czech  Republic  will  be  used  as  the 
basis  for  a  push  into  eastern  Europe. 

On  the  holds  side;  Bass  is  already  a 
world  player  through  its  largely  fran¬ 
chised  Holiday  Inn  chain,  but  the 
frustration  has  been  trying  to  translate 
the  American  passion  for  franchising 
to  Europe.  Its  Europe,  Middle  East 
and  Africa  region  ccmributed  profits  of 
just  $50  million  compared  with  $178 
million  for  the  Americas. 

Sir  Ian.  who  is  also  keen  to  develop 
the  chain’s  Asia-Pacific  presence,  said 
he  was  prepared  to  invest  in  buying 
groups  as  well  as  individual  hotels. 
The  problem  is  the  lack  of  available 


hotel  groups,  with  InterContinental 
and  SAS  Holds  among  the  few  that 
appear  to  be  available.  The  difficulty 
with  SAS  is  that  it  owns  relatively  few 
of  rtshotds  and  in  any  case  already  has 
a  franchise  agreement  with  America's 
Rad  is  son  Hotels.  And  Sir  Ian's 
comment  yesterday  that  “we  wouldn't 
want  to  be  in  the  luxury  end  of  the 
market”  tends  to  knock  the  Inter¬ 
Continental  theory  rat  the  head. 

One  candidate  that  has  escaped 
attention,  probably  because  of  its  high- 
profile  financial  problems,  is  Queens 
Moat  Houses,  which  has  50  hotels  in 
the  UK  and  and  70  in  five  continental 


countries.  All  are  the  right  quality  and 
a  handful  -already  operate  undo:  the 
Holiday  Inn  franchise.  Even  if  he 
wanted  to.  Sir  Ian  cannot  dispute  the 
rationale  for  a  move  on  QMH,  as  it  is 
something  he  has  looked  at  before. 

In  1992,  shortly  before  QMH’s 
collapse.  Sir  lan  entered  negotiations 
with  the  QMH  board.  The  proposal 
was  that  Bass  would  take  a  significant 
shareholding  in  QMH  which  would 
then  assume  the  Holiday  Inn  franchise 
for  Northern  Europe.  QMH’s  financial 
difficulties  ensured  the  deal  was  not 
consummated,  but  the  potential  is 
surely  still  there.  Although  QMH  has 
debts  of  nearly  £1  billion,  a  refinancing 
is  inevitable  and  QMH’s  banks  would 
be  bound  to  consider  carefully  an  offer 
of,  say.  70p  in  the  pound  for-the  debt 
With  £2-  billion  to  spend,  it  is  an 
acquisition  Bass  could  easily  digest 


Labour  Force  Survey  given 
nod  as  official  jobs  measure 


By  Philip  Bassett 
INDUSTRIAL  EDITOR 

THE  Government  today 
makes  a  significant  switch  in 
the  way  that  jobs  are  mea¬ 
sured  in  Britain,  which  sug¬ 
gests  the  real  level  of 
employment  in  Britain  is  high¬ 
er  than  had  been  thought 

The  move  is  the  latest  at¬ 
tempt  by  Whitehall  officials  io 
dose  the  gap  between  two 
offidal  ways  of  counting  jobs. 

Employment  is  usually 
measured  by  a  survey  of 
employers  registered  for  VAT 
or  with  Paye  systems,  count¬ 
ing  the  johs  they  say  they 
have.  But  a  gap  opened  up 
between  this  so<alIed  employ¬ 
ees  in  employment  measure 
(EIE),  and  employment  as 
measured  by  the  quarterly 
Labour  Force  Survey  (LFS). 

At  one  point  in  the  mid- 
1990s,  when  unemployment 
was  falling  rapidly,  there  was 
a  dear  divergence  between  the 
two  main  measures  of  jobs, 
with  the  EIE  count  showing 
employment  still  Ming,  while 
under  the  LFS  measure  the 
number  of  jobs  was 
increasing. 

The  Government’s  Budget 
and  other  calculations  still  use 


Cleaners  are  exduded  from  the  EIE  offidal  measure  of  numbers  in  employment 


the  EIE  measure,  but  a  new 
analysis  published  today  by 
the  Office  for  National  Statis¬ 
tics  oandudes  that  “the  IRS  is 
the  most  appropriate  source 
when  information  on  total 
employment  is  needed". 

After  a  long  review  frying  to 
“reconcile”  both  measures. 


Whitehall  statisticians  have 
now  managed  to  narrow  the 
gap  between  the  EIE  and  LFS 
measures.  The  number  erf 
employees  as  measured  by  the 
latest  LFS  stands  at  222 
million,  and  by  the  latest  EIE 
at  21.9  million,  leaving  a 
maximum  gap  of  360,000. 


Statisticians  say  this  is  dose 
to  the  limits  that  could  arise 
because  of  sampling  error  in 
the  two  surveys.  Tnis  much 
narrower  gap  ..  has  been 
readied  after  new  estimates  of 
jabs  not  included  in  the  EIE 
measure,  inducting  120,000 
people  working  in  private 


households  such  as  gardeners 
or  deaners,  up  to  230,000  jobs 
in  firms  with  no  Paye  or  VAT 
schemes,  up  to  230,000 
homeworkers  ,  and  up  to 
520,000  people  exduded  from 
the  employer-based  survey  by 
“respondent  error”. 

ONS  offidals  say  today  iri 
the  latest  Labour  Market 
Trends  they  now  estimate  that 
between  740,000  and  l.l  mil¬ 
lion  jobs  are  measured  by  the 
LFS,  buz  not  by  the  employer- 
based  EIE  survey. 

Though  further  work  is 
promised,  the  ONS  says  that 
this  narrowing  of  the  “disezep- 
‘andes"  is  the  first  stage  of 
examining  the  feasibility  of 
introducing  Europeajvstyle 
labour  accounts  in  Britain, 
measuring  in  detail  the  move¬ 
ment  of  people  in  jobs. 

□  Britain  must  maintain  its 
drive  in  Europe  for  labour 
market  flexibility,  especially 
as  the  single  currency  moves 
doser.  Adair  Turner,  Direc¬ 
tor-General  of  the  CBI.  said  at 
the  Policy  Studies  Institute 
yesterday.  There  was  no  one 
labour  market  model  In 
Europe,  and  policymakers 
needed  to  take  account  of  the 
diversity  of  labour  market 
practices,  he  added. . 


Genus  shares  rise  sharply 
as  trading  on  Ofex  begins 


THE  dairy  farmers  who  own 
much  of  Genus,  the  cattle 
breeding  firm  that  recently 
saw  off  a  takeover  approach 
from  venture  capitalists,  have 
seen  a  sharp  rise  in  the  value 
of  their  holdings  since  Mon¬ 
day,  when  trading  in  the 
shares  began  on  the  Ofex 
matched  bargain  market. 

The  price  of  Genus  shares 
has  risen  to  I45p,  almost  three 
times  the  last  price  from  the 
company's  own  dealing  mech¬ 
anism,  the  inadequades  of 
which  were  highlighted  by  the 


By  Paul  Dltrman 

putative  bid  from  Alchemy 
Partners-  The  Alchemy  offer 
was  worth  about  I20p  a  share, 
or  about  £28  million  in  total. 

Genus  used  to  be  part  of  the 
Milk  Marketing  Board,  and 
has  inherited  29,000  former 
and  current  dairy  farmers  as 
shareholders.  Richard  Wood, 
chief  executive,  said  the  firm  is 
keen  to  accelerate  its  progress 
towards  a  full  stock  market 
listing  but  is  dependent  on  the 
farming  industry,  which  is 
struggling  with  reduced  prices 
for  milk  and  grain. 


Allied  Domecq  to 
fight  for  gin  brand 

From  Oliver  August  in  new  york 


Brokers  win  price 
cuts  on  Crest  links 

PRIVATE  client  stockbrokers  have  forced  pricing  conces¬ 
sions  out  of  tbe  two  network  providers  linkingthem  to  Crest 
the  computer  settlement  system  introduced  by  the  Stock 
Exchange  this  year,  after  threatening  to  set  up  their  own 
operation.  After  a  meeting  last  Friday  with  Angela  Knight, 
chief  executive  of  Aprirns,  the  stockbrokers’  association,  BT 
Syntegra  has  pledged  to  reduce  its  tariff  by  up  to  40  per  cent. 
Smaller  brokers  not  covered  tty  existing  group  deals  or  bulk 
discounts  will  have  their  connection  charge  cut  from  Zip  per 
kilobyte  to  14p. 

Meanwhile  Swift,  the  clearance  company  owned  by  the 
banks,  has  begun  offering  rebates  of  between  20  per  cent 
and  30  per  cent  to  some  users  for  the  second-quarter 
period.  Mrs  Knight  said:  “This  is  the  first  step  in  the  right 
direction.  Syntegra  and  Swift  really  cannot  take  this 
matter  lightly.” 

KLM  talks  to  Alitalia 

KLM  ROYAL  DUTCH  AIRLINES  confirmed  that  the  airline 
is  in  talks  over  dose  cooperation  with  Alitalia  after 
suggestions  that  the  companies  are  close  to  reaching 
agreement  on  a  joint  venture.  However,  KLM  said:  "We  are 
not  there  yet  and  you  cannot  yet  talk  of  a  joint  venture  —  it 
will  take  tune  yet,  we  don’t  know  how  long."  The  Dutch 
carrier  added:  "It  is  possible  that  the  two  presidents  will  meet 
before  the  weekend,  but  they  see  each  other  all  the  time.” 

Midshires  accused 

BIRMINGHAM  MIDSHERES  customers  are  suffering  high 
mortgage  rates  and  low  savings  rates,  according  to  Which?, 
the  Consumers’  Association  magazine.  As  the  building 
society  moves  towards  a  vote  next  year  on  a  takeover  bid  by 
the  Royal  Bank  of  Scotland,  Which?  accused  the  society  of 
offering  poor  rates  to  encourage  a  takeover.  It  says  savings 
rates  have  not  risen  since  May  and  the  standard  mortgage  rate 
is  035  per  cent  higher  than  the  average  for  the  big  mutuals. 

VCI  takes  a  knock 

SHARES  in  VCI.  the  publishing  group,  dived  from  192b  p  to 
115bp  after  the  company  said  it  expects  pre-tax  profit  in  1997 
to  be  lower  than  the  previous  two  years.  However,  the 
company  said  it  has  made  substantia]  progress  in  building 
its  portfolio  of  owned  copyrights  and  remains  in  a  strong 
position  to  continue  this  strategy.  It  added  that  while  its 
Christmas  line-up  has  been  well  received  by  the  trade,  UK 
consumer  activity  has  not  met  expectations. 

Pitta  rd  profits  warning 

SHARES  in  Pittard.  the  footwear  and  leather  group,  fell  16p, 
m  53b  p,  after  it  gave  warning  that  full-year  profits  to  the  end 
of  this  month  would  be  slightly  fewer  titan  in  1996.  The 
warning  was  issued  after  taking  into  account  gains  from  the 
disposal  of  properties.  These  gains  are  expected  to  be  about 
£900.000.  Chi  May  16,  the  conditional  sale  was  announced  of 
the  former  Pavkrva  leather  factory  in  Abingdon,  Oxfordshire, 
for  £Z85  million,  subject  to  planning  consent 

SMP  keen  to  expand 

SCOTTISH  METROPOLITAN  PROPERTY  said  it  is  looking 
to  have  “another  active  year  as  new  opportunities  are  sought 
out  in  the  retail  and  industrial  sectors  in  Scotland  and  the 
North  of  England”.  Shareholders  at  the  annual  meeting  were 
told  that  the  company  was  placing  strong  emphasis  on  in¬ 
creasing  investment  and  gearing  ami  "is  confident  opportuni¬ 
ties  can  be  found  to  utilise  current  cash  balances  of  £18  mil¬ 
lion".  The  cash  results  from  an  office  portfolio  sale  in  August 


The  defence  against  Alche¬ 
my  cost  Genus  more  than 
£250,000,  much  of  it  in  profes¬ 
sional  fees  paid  to  advisers 
including  Singer  &  Friedland- 
er.  the  merchant  bank,  and 
Wedlake  Bell,  the  solicitors. 

Genus  recently  announced 
a  28  per  cent  increase  in  oper¬ 
ating  profits  to  £1 3  millian  for 
the  six  months  to  September 
30,  on  sales  marginally  higher 
at  E23.7  million.  Pre-tax  profits 
doubled  to  £2.7  million.  large¬ 
ly  because  of  a  £1.1  million 
profit  on  property  sales. 


ALLIED  DOMECQ,  the  UK 
drinks  company,  will  compete 
with  Seagram,  the  Canadian 
drinks  and  entertainment 
group,  in  the  expected  £500 
million  sale  by  Guinness- 
GrahdMet  of  the  Bombay 
Sapphire  gin  brand. 

An  Allied  Domecq  spokes¬ 
man  said:.  “We  are  definitely 
interested  in  Bombay  or  any  of 
their  other  gin  brands." 

Guinness-GrandMet, 
which  won  shareholder 
approval  for  its  £23  biflian 
merger  last  week  and  will  be 
listed  on  the  New  York  Stock 


Exchange  as  Diageo  on  De¬ 
cember  17,  is  believed  to  have 
agreed  to  sell  the  Bombay 
brand  in  order  to  get  the 
antitrust  blessing  of  the  Fedral 
Trade  Commission. 

City  analysts  said  that  the 
sale  of  the  Bombay  brand  was 
a  smaller  than  expected  price 
to  pay  for  FTC  approval  and 
would  give  Diageo  a  boost 
Bombay  Sapphire  only  sells 
230,000  cases  annually  in  the 
United  States  while  GQbey’S, 
another  Diageo  brand,  sells 
875,000  cases  and  Gordon’s 
sells  1.4  millian  cases. 
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Rates  far  smsB  denominator  bark 
notes  suppled  by  Barclays  Bank.  DW- 
farant  rates  apply  to  tramMer1*  choquos. 
Rates  as  at  dose  of  tracing  yesterday. 


FS  A  cautioned  on 
super-ombudsman 


By  Gavin  U'msden 

DAVID  THOMAS,  the  Bank¬ 
ing  Ombudsman,  has  warned 
the  Financial  Services  Author¬ 
ity  (FSA),  the  new  City  watch¬ 
dog,  against  merging  the  five 
existing  ombudsman  schemes, 
arguing  that  it  could  under¬ 
mine  the  public's  protection. 

Howard  Davies,  executive 
chairman  of  the  FSA  wants  to 
simplify  the  system  and  is 
considering  establishing  a  sin¬ 
gle  point  of  entry  for  consum¬ 
ers.  Mr  Thomas  welcomed  the 
reform  bur  argued  against  the 
idea  of  a  super-ombudsman, 
fearing  a  dilution  of  existing 
powers. 

A  super-ombudsman  could 
also  be  seen  to  be  inflexible  and 
remote  by  the  public,  he  said. 
One  proposal  is  to  reduce  the 


Classic  FM  plays 
a  profitable  tune 

By  Raymond  Snoddy,  media  editor 
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Thomas  voiced  his  fears 

number  of  ombudsman  to 
three  by  merging  the  invest¬ 
ment  and  PIA  schemes  and 
the  bidding  society  with  the 
bank  schemes. 


GWR,  the  commercial  radio 
group,  said  yesterday  that 
Classic  FM,  its  national  classi¬ 
cal  radio  channel,  has  broken 
into  operational  profit  for  the 
first  time  fora  financial  period 
since  its  launch  in  1992. 

Nine  months  after  GWR 
took  control  of  Classic,  the 
station  made  £1.8  million  in 
die  six  months  to  September 
30.  But  Ralph  Barnard,  chief 
executive,  made  it  dear  yester¬ 
day  that  Classic  was  facing  the 
biggest  programming  shake- 
up  since  it  launched  as  the 
UK’s  first  national  commer¬ 
cial  radio  station. 

Mr  Barnard  believes  the 
point  of  Classic  FM  is  to  "play 
popular  classical  music”  rath¬ 
er  than  being  a  “full  service” 


station.  The  aim  is  to  intensify 
the  competition  with  BBC 
Radio  4,  Radio  2  and  even  to 
reach  Radio  1  listeners  who 
like  popular  classics. 

GWR  believes  that  Classic 
can  become  a  ”  highly  profit¬ 
able  company'’  with  margins 
of  up  to  45  per  cent.  The 
optimism  over  Classic's  future 
came  as  GWR  announced  a  27 
per  cent  rise  in  pre-tax  profits, 
to  £6.1  million,  in  the.  first  halL 
The  City  is  looking  for  about 
£14  million  for  the  fall  year. 
First-half  turnover  on  contin¬ 
uing  activities  rose  38  per  cent, 
to  £352  million. 

The  company  had  earnings 
per  share  of  3.9p  (3.7p)  and  the 
interim  dividend  is  up  21  per 
cent,  to  130p. 


Ski  France  —  Les  Arcs 
Seven  nights  from  only  £599 


Phis  FREE  6-day  ski  lift  pass  and  ski/boot  hire 

Leisure  Direction  in  association  with  Ski  Ranee  arranged  by  die  Hoed  dn  GoK  indaded  in  tbe  price 
International  is  offerins  Times  readers  an  on  the  relevant  dates. 


Societies  reduce  entry  levels  as  carpetbaggers  fade 

Portman  cuts  balance  for  savers 


arranged  fry  the  Hotel  (fa  Gotf.  indafed  in  the  price 
on  the  relevant  dates. 

PATES  AND  PRICES  PER  ADULT 
DEPARTURE  DATE  NIGHTS  PRICE 


By  St's  an  Emmett 

PORTMAN  BUILDING  SCOTTY  is  re¬ 
opening  its  doors  to  small  investors  by 
cutting  the  minimum  amount  needed  to 
open  a  savings  account  from  EI.OOG  to  £100. 

The  society  is  among  the  first  to  restore 
minimum  opening  levels  unconditionally  in 
the  belief  thin  the  number  of  carpetbaggers 
opening  speculative  accounts  has  droned. 

The  Nationwide,  the  UK’s  largest 
building  society,  reduced  its  minimum 
opening  level  from  £5,000  to  £1  last  month 
on  the  condition  that  investors  donate  any 
windfall  gains  to  charity. 

The  Portman’s  decision  comes  only  a 
week  after  Michael  Hardem,  the  former 
butler  who  leads  the  Members  for 
Conversion  pressure  group,  renewed  his 
attempts  to  force  a  conversion  among 


leading  building  societies.  But  Portman 
has  escaped  the  notorious  carpetbagger’s 
hit  list,  which  included  Bradford  & 
Bingley.  Britannia  and  Chelsea. 

Mr  Hardem  is  seeking  election  to  the 
boards  of  these  three  societies  in  spite  of 
the  Government’s  move  to  preserve  the 
principle  of  mutuality  by  raising  the 
threshold  for  conversion  from  20  per  cent 
erf  members  having  to  vote  to  50  per  cent. 

Portman  raised  its  minimum  opening 
balance  in  June  this  year  to  deter 
speculators  such  as  Mr  Hardem.  The 
decision  resulted  in  a  40  per  cent  fall  in 
account  openings  foe  week  after. 

A  spokesman  for  the  society  said:  “This  is 
about  restoring  opportunities  for  the  small 
saver  and  giving  out  the  message  that  we  ' 
really,  really  are  not  interested  in  carpetbag¬ 
gers  or  conversion.  We  are  doing  ihis  purely 


from  the  service  point  of  view."  Ken 
Culley,  Portman  chief  executive,  said: 
"The  time  is  now  right  to  return  to  a  more 
affordable  minimum  sum  to  open  an 
account  and  I  believe  the  Portman  is  the 
first  of  the  larger  societies  to  restore  lower 
entry  limits  unconditionally.” 

Next  Monday  Portman,  based  in 
Bournemouth,  will  be  offering  the  new 
lower  minimum  to  customers  within  the 
society's  operating  area.  Portman  "s 
brandies  stretch  from  Cornwall  to  Kent 
and  as  for  north  as  Birmingham.  The 
society  has  one  million  savers  and  8CLQQQ 
mortgage  borrowers. 

Th  e  society  also  announced  a  025  per 
cent  increase  in  its  instant  access  account 
to  5J5  per  cent  gross.  It  is  cutting  its 
minimum  investment  far  its  fixed  interest 
bond  from  £L000  to  £500. 


DECEMBER  20 _ 7 _ £649 

DECEMBER  20 _ 14  £999 

DECEMBER  27  7 _ £699 

JANUARY  K)  -  .7  £599 

FEBRUARY  21 _ 7  £699 

All  (tees  are  Saturday  daytime  departures. 
Qrildrcn  under  the  age  of  force  years  travel  free: 
Discount  of  5OS0%  available  far  up  to  two  childmi 
from  the  ages  erf  Soar  to  eleven  years.  The  resort 
otters  cxreUcnt  kmdcrgartenapd  childrens  dubs. 


International  is  offering  Times  readers  an 
cwfasive  sdectian  of  ski  holidays  to  celebrate  tbe 
launch  of  tbe  new  dire*  high-speed  rail  finks  to  tbe 

A^ravd  from  Waterloo  or  Ashford  onEurosrar 
OQD-sB3p  sj  the  French  Alps  and  stay  m  the  superb 
resort  <3  Les  Arcs.  Renowned  for  greai  door-Kxloor 
dams,  a  Evdy  atmosphere  and  superb  faculties, 
Les  fits  is  set  in  a  massive  ski  area  with  150km  of 
piste;  tnrimfiiMi  the  yam  Glacier.  Ideal  for  all 
leeds  of  siding,  with  13  green  beginners  stapes,  44 
easy  Uue  runs,  37  intermediate  red  runs,  and  18 
twhng  black  nms,  inrintfeM  tte  Mtm  AigrriTlf 
Rouge:  moguls  and  superb  ofrpiste  for  advanced 
sfeiere.  Village  level  Bttta;  highest  pontt.322to. 
MAEVA  LATITUDES  HOTEL  DU  GOLF 

The  thrrestar  Hotel  do  Gait  based  in  Arc  1800  is 
approximately  30  wAnm*  from  die  Exxrosur 
gation  and  ccntraBy  located  within  the  resort  at  tbe 
foot  of  die  pistes.  Padlines  include  four  restaurants, 
a  bar.  sauna  and  fitness  roam.  AH  roams  have 
private  shower  or  hth,  tefovtstOR,  mmihar  and 
hair  dryers. 

CHRISTMAS  AND  NEW  YEAR  SPECIAL 
There  is  no  better  way  to  spend  Christmas  or  New 
Year  than  boBdaying  in  me  Alps-  Readers  who 
Choose  to  book  these  dates  wffl  have,  a  sperial 
Christmas  meal,  and  New  Years  celebration . 


FOR  FULL  BOOKING  DETAILS  CALL  LEISURE  DIRECTION  ON  Olfil-324  4003 
( Mon-Fri  9,im-fipm.  S.-tt  0am-5.30pm,  Sun  10c*nv4pm) 

OR  SEND  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO;  THE  TIMES  SKI  OFFER, 
LEISURE  DIRECTION  LIMITED.  IMAGE  HOUSE,  STATION  ROAD 
LONDON  N17  SLR. 


PRICE  INCLUDES 

•  Return  standard  ckmEumstar 

•  Seven  nights  halfboard  accommodaiam 

•  Transfers  between  station  and  hotel 

•  FREE&day^bpass 

•  FREE  fday  ski  and  boot  rental 
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The  Gowenunfflfs  big  idea 
oa  sawings,  Isa,  has  been 
foe  ptouringprocess  for 

ffloamis,  if  not  years.  Yet  she 
emerged  TWsday  witftrfhe. 
lgjc  of  something  thrownto-- 
getfaer  at  foe  last  minute,  a  aiessy 
of  ilKboUght  oat 
wfth  foe  tottery  dermmt 
nje  extra  insult  to  people 
y»°  take  planning  'for  ft£r 
future  seriously 
^hath^jpened  yesterday  can 
only  add  to  the  view  that  dan- 
&*oustylttfe  reseanfohas  gone 
into  devising  this,  bhieprint  for 
|  the  future  finandal  hearth  of  the 
PJ^ihis.  For  it  appears  that  foe 
Government  has  only  the  vagu¬ 
est  of  ideas  about  how  many 
prapte  are  Ekely  to  be  adversely 
^fected  by  the  radical  change 
that  ft  {nans  to  the  savings 
structure.  On  Tuesday.  theTrea- ' 
suryjras  proffering  a  figure  of 
750,000  people  who  would  lose 
tax  relief  they  currently  enjoy 
once  Isa  bursts  on  to  the  seme. 

Even  men,  they  were  hedging:  it 
could  be  as  low  as  6500Q&  or  as 
high  as  975.000.  officials  said 
Bntjfae  headlines  tost  greeted 
Isa’s  unveiling  were  not  at  all  to ; 
the  Government's  liking.  AD  that 
squawking  about  robbing  pm- 
.  deUtuudafe  Britain  was  not  what 
was  expected  by  new  Labour 
leaders,  even  if  it  sounded  hor¬ 
ribly  familiar  to  those  who 
remembered  old  Labour. 

So  tune  for  a  Ktde  spin.  ,  Isa 
cannot  be  reshaped  at  this  stage, 
but  the  figures  can.  Less  than  24 
hours  on  and  there  are  nowhere 


Isa’s  slip  is  showing 


near  750,000  potential victims; 

•  foefigure  hasfljhmk  to  between 
.350.000  and  450.000,  courtesy  of 

this 

nMhvidaal’sverdktOQ  the  earlier 
..figures,  despite  theft  Treasury 
provenance.  Ttbfafly  Manus"  " 
is  areasenafae  verdict  on  foe  ap¬ 
parent"  lack  of  research  which 
mis  barney  highlights.  Before 
laundmg  a  major  shake-up  of 
foe  savings  industry,"  son^r  it 
would  be  advisable  to  ascertain 


COMMENTARY 

by  our  City  Editor 


fufl.  use!  of  foe"  tex-efikaort Tessas 
and  Peps  already  on  ofler.Just 
hazarding  a  "guess  that  DO  to  15 
per  cent  of  those  wfth  Peps  will 
have  more  than  £50.000  forested 
is  not  the  carefadOy  considered  ap¬ 
proach  that  one  might  have 
hoped  that  Geoffrey.  Robinson, 
foe  Paymaster  General,  would 
have  adapted.  IBs  shares  in 
TfransTec  would  probably.  be 
worth  rather  less  than  theft  curr¬ 
ent  £30  million  if  he  had  taken 
such  a  cavalier  approach  to  mar¬ 
ket  research  in  his  own  business. 

Yetthe  plans  for  Isa  raise  more 
questions  foan  they  answer.  The 
closer  the  industry  looks,,  the 
more  fears  it  has  over  foe 
complications  and  costs  in¬ 
volved.  The  ordinary  folk  whose 
lack  of  savings  so  perturbs  foe 


Chancellor  may  "find  the  Isa  less 
than  appealing,  despite  the 
comeon  of  another  chance  to win 
the  lottery.  They  may  need  a 
financial  adviser  rather  than  a 
surly  face  at  foe  supermarket 
checkout  tohdp  them  to  co¬ 
ordinate  foe  insurance,  cash, 
shares  and  National  Savings 
that  can  all  be  bundled  into  Isa. 
Mr  Robinson  should  go  back  to 
foe  start,  and  investigate  foe 
current  shape  of  the  savings 
scene  before  trying  to  change  It 

Somewhere  in  the 
region  of  fairness 


ries  in  Scotland  and  Wales  enjoy 
an  unfair  advantage  because 
they  get  proportionaliy  more 
money  from  central  government 
and  can  therefore  oner  greater 
subsidies  to  foreign  firms  like 
Korea’s  LG,  a  huge  scalp  for 
Wales. 

The  spoils  are  enormous:  foe 
White  Paper  says  foreign  direct 
investment  has  created  more 
foan  600,000  jobs  in  foe  past 
decade.  In  manufacturing,  it 
accounts  for  18  per  cent  of 
employment,  32  per  cent  of 
capital  expenditure,  and  a 
remarkable  40  per  cent  of  UK 


Launching  foe  White  Paper 
on  regional  development, 
John  Prescott,  the  Deputy 
Prime  Minister,  admitted  that 
Tan  awful  lot  of  money”  has  been 
wasted  through  needless  internal 
competition  m  the  wooing  of 
foreign  companies. 

The  English  regions  have  long 
claimed  that  development  agen- 


The  squabbling,  which  has 
included  the  Scottish  chairman 
of  the  House  of  Commons  trade 
and  industry  select  committee 


to  damage  foie  UK's  overall 
international  profile,  even  as  the 
factory  proposals  flow  in. 

By  giving  tiie  English  regions 
bigger  ana  more  coherent  dev¬ 


elopment  agencies,  closer  to  foe 
Welsh  and  Scottish  models,  yes¬ 
terday's  Wlfite  Paper  wil]  remove 
same  of  the  inequality  that  feeds 
the  back-biting. 

The  Gcwemment  will  appoint 
board  members,  typically  12  of 
them,  to  run  these  agencies,  and 
promises  to  make  thorn  business- 
led  to  ensure  they  have  credibil¬ 
ity.  The  agencies,  which  are  due 
to  take  up  their  powers  on  April 
1,  1999,  will  enable  the  English 
regions  “to  punch  their  weight  in 
the  global  market  place”,  said 
Mr  Prescott. 

However,  Mr  Prescott  said 
yesterday  there  is  no  intention  to 
change  the  funding  formula  that 
gives  Scotland  and  Wales  a 
proportionally  larger  dice  of 
public  money. 

The  English  regions  must  new 
pin  their  hopes  an  the  DTL 
which  is  trying  to  devise  a  way  of 
capping  foe  size  of  any  aid 
packages  to  deter  foe  regions 
from  gazumping  each  other  and 
sparking  a  damaging  bidding 


war.  Quite  how  it  will  exert 
control  over  Scotland  and  Wales 
without  appearing  to  natter  foe 
new  regional  assemblies  is  far 
from  dear.  If  foe  controls  prove 
too  flimsy,  the  Government  can 
expect  the  same  sort  of  squab¬ 
bling,  only  much  louder,  now 
S131  -English  regions  have 
been  promised  an  expanded  set 
of  lungs. 

Christmas  shoppers 
feeling  the  pinch? 


sumers  hang  on  in  the  hope  of 
sale  bargains.  Hie  fact  foal 
Christmas  falls  cm  a  Thursday, 
providing  foe  opportunity  of 
three  shopping  days  at  the  last 
minute,  could  reinforce  this 
trend.  There  is  even  evidence  that 
canny  consumers  have  been 
spreading  Christinas  spending 
more  evenly  throughout  the  year 
—  apparently  there  was  a  bulge 
in  spending  on  Christmas  trees 
in  September. 

All  of  these  appear  to  contain  a 


Retailers  are  a  dreadfully 
twitefty  bunch  at  this  time 
of  year,  waiting  anxiously 
for  the  Christmas  spending  spree 
to  begin.  By  all  accounts,  Novem¬ 
ber  has  been  a  pretty  dreadful 
month  for  them  and'  they  are 
pcased  to  hit  foe  panic  button  and 
launch  into  pre-Christmas  sales. 
The  House  of  Fraser  already  has. 

There  are  many  theories 
around  to  explain  Novembers 
poor  showing.  Mild  weather 
appears  to  have  hit  winter  cloth¬ 
ing  sales.  Big  ticket  items  are 
suffering  because  many  con¬ 
sumers  splashed  out  in  the 
autumn  with  their  building  soci¬ 
ety  windfalls.  TTte  pre-Chnstmas 
rush  seems  to  be  getting  later 
and  later  every  year  as  con¬ 


mat  we  are  now  seeing  foe  start 
of  a  genuine  weakening  of  con¬ 
sumer  power  as  successive  rises 
in  interest  rates  take  their  effect. 
Official  figures  and  survey  evi¬ 
dence  suggest  that  retail  sales  are 
losing  steam  and  a  disappointing 
pre-Christmas  season  would 
confirm  this.  Whether  foe  pace  of 
weakening  is  enough  to  stay  foe 
hand  of  the  Bank  of  England 
remains  to  be  seen. 

Neat  way  out 

HAM  BROS  shareholders  could 
soon  see  a  neat  way  out  of  their 
prolonged  disappointments.  If  the 
Belgians  spur  an  auction  for  the 
banking  business,  then  the  in¬ 
surance  and  estate  agency  arms 
could  come  together  and  shares  in 
foe  combine  be  handed  out  to 
Hambro  investors.  The  need  for 
foe  top  tier  of  Hambros  manage¬ 
ment  would  vanish  in  the  process, 
but  that  would  surely  not  influence 
foe  gentlemanly  Sir  Chips  Kes¬ 
wick  in  his  decision. 


WATMOUGHS.  the  belea¬ 
guered  printing  company 
whose  tides  include  Hello! 
magazine,  has  rejected  a  hos¬ 
tile  £188  million  cash  .offer 
from  Quebecor,  its  Canadian 
rival 

The  company,  whose  shares 
have  halved  in  value  during 
the  past  year,  said  that 
QuebecOT'$  257p^»-sbare  offer 
“fundamentally  fails  to  recog¬ 
nise  the  value  of  Watmoughs 
and  its  future  prospects"  even 
though  it  marked  a  40  per  cent 


By  Fraser  Nelson 

pnsmvm.  Quebecor,.  a-£l  bflr 
fonjprmnng  grant  whose  UK 
credits  include  foe  Hatreds 
magazine,  has  given  wanting 
that  if  its  offer  is  rejected  itwili 
set  up  its  own  greenfidd  site  in 
tile  UK  and  could  well  cripple 
WadDonghs’5  recovery  hopes. 

• '  City  analysts  believe  that 
Dedan  Salter,  who  was  fired 
asWatmougfo’S  chief  exeattive 
in  August  with  a  £200.000 
payoff,  could  return  to  the 
.company'  if  lie',  bad  goes 
through.  Analysts  say  he  has 


on  start  of  BDB 


By  RAYMOtVO  SNODJDnkMEDIA  EDITOR  ,. 

i£L  GREEN,  done  Services  —  more  than  30 
Carlton  Goman* '  channels  not  needing  cable 
antiaf British Dqpt-  -or  sasdtite  (fish  —  can  be 
Khanting  {BDB), '.fa.'  iaumdied  on  schedule  in  the 
ifidatdiccriyma  ,feal quarter of!998. 
aitiaMftaiylfr1,  The  BDB  update  came  as 
risfrnas. .  Gariton  announced  a  10  per 

dual  granting  of  foe  .  cent  rise  in  pre-tax  profits  to 
by  the  Independent  £326.7  ntifikm  an  turnover 
on  Coraatisston  has  up  4  percent  to  £1.74 biffion 
rid  up  by  the  Emo-  before  exceptional  ftems  in 
taiumssans  looking  foe  year  to  September  30. 

!  50/50  BDB  joint  ;.  Exceptional  losses  of  OQA 
between. '  Carbon  naShm  caune  from  Carlton 
ranada  and.  more  taking  ntioority  stakes  in 
arty,  die  seven-year  Asian  tekvMonvetiiiacis.  At 
rinw  supply  agree-  the  time,  Mr  Green  was  en- 
whh  British  Sky  fousiastic  about  a  karaoke 
»«ttwgT  which  both  channel  in  Singapore.  It 
and  Granada  be-  -  proved  to  besot  such  a  good 
an  important  factor  idea.  Carlton  has  also  derid- 


MTCHAEL  GREEN.  draft- 
man  of  Cariton  COmawaK 
nations  andaf  British  D^- 
al  Broadcasting  (BDB*,  is. 
now  confident  of  waceiviBga 
digital  terristriS  fience  be¬ 
fore  Christmas. .  ' 

The  actual  granting  of  foe 
licence  by  the  Independent 
Television  Commission  has 
been  held  up  by  foe  Euro¬ 
pean  Comnnssua  looking 
into  the  50/50  BDB  joint 
venture  between-  Carlton 
and  Granada  and,  more 
partietdariy,  tiie  seven-year 
programme  supply  apee- 
ment  with  British  ■  Sky 
Broadcasting,  which  both 
Cariton  and  Granada,  be- 
tieve  is  an  important  factor 
in  ensuring  that  tSgftal  ter- 
restrial  gets  off  the  gnrasid- 
Cariron  now  beBevea  that 
the  seven-year  programme 
deal  with  BSfcyB—m  which 
News  International.  owiw 
of  The  Tunes,  has  a  40  per 

cent  stake  —  wifi  be  reoucM . 

to  five  years,  bat.  that  is 
Ekely  to  be  foe  only  materia* 

Chartge  *°  lhVkrt~  rarfton 
As  a  result  me  Caitton 

chairman  is  increasingy  o|* 

in&stic  that  digite!  tenesfrtfl 


:  d  funding  into  Home  TV.  a 
Hindi  channel  in  India. 

profits  in  the  video  drri- 
soo  kSk  by  B  per  cent,  to 
£67.7  mflfion.  partly  because 
of  the  spring  pound.  Profits 
of  '■ tdevisaon, "  foe  largest 
diviskm.  rose  16  per  cent  to 
£150  Tniflinn. 

Ramhigs  per  share  rose  lO 
per  erot,  to  343p.  The  divi¬ 
dend  is  12Ap,  up  12  per 
cent.  Tempus.  page  30 
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It's  pore  Scandinavian. 


been  advising  Quebecor  on  its 
bid. 

Charles  Cavefi,  president  of 
Qudieccr,  said:  “Mr  Salter  is 
around.  He  has  declared 
bis  avaflabffity  and  in  time 
there  may  be  a  position  far 
ltim.  Bat  Ire  not  sure  at  this 
juncture” 

Peter  Walker.  Watmoughs’s 
chief  executive,  said  he  was 
unaware  that  Mr  Salter  had  ' 
any  connection  with  Quebecor 
and  added  that  he  was  still  on 
very  good  terms  with  his 
praiecessar. 

"  Mr  Cavdl  would  not  com¬ 
ment  mi  whether  he  wfll  raise 
foe  bid,  but  played  down  the 
CStys  opinion  that  the  2S7p-a- 
share  offer  is  an  opening  shot 
“Maybe  i*m  not  a  tradmooal 
bidder,”  he  said.  "When  you 
consider  foe  amount  of  invest¬ 
ment  we  will  make,  it  looks  a 
very  fair  price.” 

.  The  shares  soared  90p  to 
287bp^esterday.wfth  foe  C5ty 
ejecting  Quebecor  to  raise  its 
fad  nearer  id  300p  a  share. 

.  Watinonghs  is  the  UK  mar¬ 
ket  leader  in  gravure  printing 
presses,  which  red  off  maga¬ 
zines  and  supplements  at  high 
volume.  It  is  currently  head¬ 
ing  far  a.25  per  cent  decline  in 
profits,  to  an  expected  ETL8 
minion,  after  losing  business¬ 
es  to  cheaper  European  rivals 
with  faster  printing  presses. 

Mr  Walker  owns  marginal¬ 
ly  more  than  1  per  cent  of  the 
(Xnnpariyartd  willpocket  £2.07 
:  million  if  the-deal  goes  ahead. 

Quebecor  has  doubled  in 
size,  over  the  past  two  years. 
Since  19901ft- has  spent  £12 
b&Bon  on  acquisitions  and 
£700,000  on  new  printing 
machines.  The  company  has 
already  drawn  a  detailed 
back-up  plan  should  the  fad 
fail.  It  plans  to  ship  over  its 
medium-sized  printing  press¬ 
es  from  Fiance  to  a  new  UK 
site  and  add  a  £10  million 
heavy-duty  printing  press. 

Thai  would  mean  Quebecor 
would  instantly  become  half 
the  size  of  Watmoughs,  com¬ 
peting  far  exactly  the.sazne 
market  with  foe  .  benefit  of 
more  advanced  equipment- 

..  Tempos,  page  30 
.  "  CSty  Diary,  page.  31 


ITT  poised  to 
add  Sheraton 
hotels  in  UK 


By  Dominic  Walsh 


Locating  hew  properties  has  proved  an  uphill  struggle  for  Colin  Pilgrim  at  Head's 

Heal’s  searches  for  sites 


MEAL'S,  the  furniture  retailer 
that  joined  foe  stock  market 
earlier  this  year,  admitted 
yesterday  that  it  is  struggling 
to  find  suitable  property  for 
its  ambitious  expansion  plan. 

Cofin  Pilgrim,  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  said  the  company  is  now 
prepm«d  to  compromise  on 
either  space,  location  oar  price 
because  it  has  been  unable  to 
find  all  three  in  its  targets  of 
Manchester.  Glasgow,  Dub¬ 
lin  and  Newcastle. 

He  said:  “We've  been  mak¬ 
ing  very  vigorous  efforts  to 


By  Fraser  Nelson 

find  new  stores.  We  are  leav¬ 
ing  no  stone  unturned.  We 
need  two  out  of  three  criteria 
to  hit  us  on  foe  button  but  so 
far  this  hasn't  been  die  case.” 

HeaTs  currently  operates 
from  three  stores,  at  Tottenham 
Court  Road  and  King’s  Road, 
West  London,  and  in  Ga2d- 
ford.^ They  made  a  pre-tax  profit 
of  £1.54  million  (£L8  million)  in 
the  year  to  September  13,  after 
£L4  million  in  flotation  costs. 
Overall  sales  rose  24  per  cent,  to 
£242  million. 

HeaTs  spent  £900,000  on 


refurbishment  in  the  year, 
and  is  now  working  on  doing 
up  the  main  trading  floor  at 
its  Tottenham  Court  Road 
store  —  which,  it  said,  will 
hold  back  sales  growth  in 
February  and  March. 

The  soaring  pound  helped 
it  to  buy  furniture  much  more 
cheaply,  and  helped  operat¬ 
ing  profit  by  some  £120,000 
mflfion  over  the  year.  Overall, 
earnings  grew  to  135p  (Il-5p)  a 
share  on  a  pro-forma  bests, 
and  a  final  dividend  of  i-2p 
makes  a  total  4.6p. 


ITT,  the  hotel  and  gaming 
group  that  last  month  agreed 
to  a  takeover  from  Starwood 
Lodging,  has  formulated 
plans  that  could  lead  to  the 
addition  of  another  30  or  40 
Sheraton  hotels  in  Britain. 

Dan  Weadock.  president  and 
chief  executive  officer  of  ITTs 
Sheraton  division,  said  yester¬ 
day  that  he  saw  “big  opportun¬ 
ities”  for  adding  another  ten  to 
15  Sheraton  Hotels  to  the 
current  total  of  six.  He  also 
believes  that  the  time  is  right  to 
introduce  its  three-star  Four 
Points  brand,  probably  in  20  to 
25  tertiary  locations. 

Mr  Weadock  said  that  in  foe 
wake  of  the  hostile  takeover 
bid  for  rTT  launched  by  Hilton 
Hotels  Corporation  11  months 
ago,  potential  Sheraron  part¬ 
ners  had  been  reluctant  to 
move  beyond  discussions 
while  the  outcome  was  in 
doubL  However,  he  expected 


Rank  signs 
Belgian 
casinos  deal 

By  Dominic  Walsh 

RANK,  the  leisure  group,  has 
signed  an  agreement  to  acquire 
two  casinos  in  the  Belgian 
coastal  resorts  of  MidddJcerke 
and  Blankenberge  subject  to 
approval  by  local  authority 
leaders. 

The  company  declined  to 
comment  as  the  deal  is  subject 
to  a  strict  confidentiality  clause. 
However,  Belgian  sources  sug-  . 
gest  the  agreement  envisages 
completion  of  a  deal  within  the 
next  two  months.  Local  author¬ 
ity  approval  is  expected  to  be 
granted  at  a  meeting  scheduled 
for  December  11. 

The  two  casinos  employ  200 
staff,  but  it  is  not  known  how 
much  Rank  is  paying.  The 
acquisition  would  put  die  group 
in  a  good  position  to  take 
advantage  of  plans  by  the 
Belgian  Government  to  put  in 
place  a  proper  legal  framework 
fin-  die  casino  industry.  Formal 
legislation  is  said  to  be 
imminent. 

Rank’s  UK  casino  business 
profits  were  £7  million  in  the 
first  half  of  this  year. 


this  to  change  amid  foe  cer¬ 
tainty  created  by  foe  friendly 
takeover  by  Starwood. 

Bob  Cotter,  head  of  Shera¬ 
ton  in  Europe,  said  that  foe  ex¬ 
pansion  planned  for  Europe 
would  be  a  mixture  of  acquisi¬ 
tions,  joint  ventures,  manage¬ 
ment  contracts  and  franchises. 
He  declined  to  comment  on 
targets,  but  said  that  they 
could  include  some  of  the  UK’s 
smaller  quoted  companies 
with  fewer  than  50  hotels. 

The  Starwood  takeover  is 
also  likely  to  let  Sheraton  pro¬ 
ceed  with  refurbishment  plans. 
The  Park  Lane  Hotel,  in  Cent¬ 
ral  London,  bought  last  year 
for  £44  million,  is  having  a  £10 
million  refit  but  Mr  Cotter 
said  the  aim  was  to  exploit  foe 
site's  scope  for  development 
beyond  its  310  bedrooms. 

Mr  Cotter  said:  “London  is 
foe  honest  hotel  market  in  foe 
world  right  now.” 


Morris  to 
be  sold 
for  £49m 

By  Our  City  Staff 

MORRIS  ASHBY,  foe  engin¬ 
eering  group,  yesterday  agreed 
to  a  £49  million  takeover  bid 
from  Automotive  Components 
Investments,  a  company  set  up 
especially  to  buy  the  company. 
Earlier  this  week  it  said  it  was 
in  talks  with  a  potential  bidder 
at  46op  a  share,  the  exact  terms 
of  yesterday’s  bid. 

Automotive  Components 
also  said  that  Morris  Ashby 
shareholders  would  also  re¬ 
ceive  a  special  dividend  of  65p 
a  share,  in  addition  to  foe  3_5p 
dividend  announced  with  Mor¬ 
ris  Ashby’s  results  yesterday. 
Last  year’s  interim  was  Z6p. 

Automotive  said  it  had  irrev¬ 
ocable  undertakings  to  accept 
the  offer  from  Morris  Ashby 
directors  and  their  families  in 
respect  of  38.8  per  cent  of  the 
company's  shares.  It  said  foe 
undertakings  would  be  bind¬ 
ing  in  foe  event  of  a  rival  offer. 

Morris  Ashby  lifted  pre-tax 
profit  to  £2.4  million  (£1 3  mil¬ 
lion)  in  the  six  months  to  Sept¬ 
ember  30.  Earnings  were  I4.9p 
(8.1p)  per  share. 


SAS  EUROBONUS.  THE  BEST  AIRUNE  PROGRAMME. 

TOGETHER  WITH  OUR  STAR  ALLIANCE  PARTNERS,  LUFTHANSA,  UNITED,  THAI, 
AIR  CANADA  AND  VARIG  (AS  OF  OCTOBER  26,  1997),  WE  aY  YOU  TO  MORE 
THAN  600  DESTINATIONS  -  AND  YOU  CAN  EARN  AND  REDEEM  SAS  EURO¬ 
BONUS  POINTS  WITH  ALL  OUR  STAR  ALLIANCE  PARTNERS. 
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Investors  in  wait-and-see 
mood  before  rate  meeting 


SHARE  prices  rraded  in  nar¬ 
row  limits  as  investors  waited 
to  see  if  the  Bank  of  England 
would  sanction  a  further  rise 
in  interest  rates  today. 

The  FTSE  100  index  saw  an 
opening  rise  of  10.5  points 
wiped  out  and  replaced  by  a 
fall  of  265  before  rallying  to 
reduce  the  deficit  to  just  b.9  ar 
4.970.7.  Turnover  was  again 
low.  with  only  752  million 
shares  changing  hands. 

Trading  conditions  over¬ 
night  proved  mixed  in  the  Far 
East  and  opening  falls  on  Wall 
Street  dampened  sentiment. 

But  there  was  plenty  of 
takeover  activity  among  sec¬ 
ond-liners  to  keep  interest 
alive,  including  a  bid  ap¬ 
proach  for  Holliday  Chemi¬ 
cals.  Holliday  ended  up  41  >2  p 
at  23b  l2p. 

In  addition.  Hambros,  one 
of  the  few  remaining  indepen¬ 
dent  merchant  banks  in  the 
City,  touched  Z76'2p  before 
retreating  to  close  lhsp  easier 
at  265*2  p.  It  followed  confir¬ 
mation  of  a  "preliminary'' 
approach  from  General  e 
Bank,  Belgium's  largest  retail 
bank.  However.  Hambros 
says  that  a  number  of  com¬ 
panies  have  expressed  an  in¬ 
terest  in  buying  all  or  part  of 
its  activities  and  those  offers 
are  now  being  explored. 

The  fast-expanding 
Generale  wants  to  buy  Ham¬ 
bros  ’  corporate  finance  and 
bonds  division  in  the  run-up  to 
European  economic  and  mon¬ 
etary  union.  Speculation 
about  a  possible  bid  for  Ham¬ 
bros  has  intensified  since  it 
appointed  Schroders.  a  rival, 
to  suggest  future  options  for 
the  business  back  in  October. 
Hambros  is  currently  capital¬ 
ised  at  £475  million. 

VVatmougfas  leapt  90p  to 
2S7*2  p  after  rejecting  the  terms 
of  a  £1SS  million  offer  from 
Canadian  Quebecor  Printing. 
It  said  that  the  offer  of  2S7p  a 
share  failed  to  recognise  the 
value  of  prospects. 

Royal  &  SunAlIiance  stood 
out  with  a  jump  of  Z7p  to  5S7p 
on  the  back  of  a  clutch  of 
brokers'  recommendations  in 
the  wake  of  Tuesday's  man¬ 
agement  reshuffle.  ABN  Amro 
Hoare  Govett.  Societe 
Generale  Strauss  Turnbull. 
Dresdner  Kleinwort  Benson, 
and  HSBC  James  Cape!  all 
rate  the  shares  a  "buy". 

The  supermarket  chains 
and  life  assurance  companies 
are  expected  to  benefit  from 
the  Government's  decision  to 
replace  Peps  and  Tessas  with 
its  new  Isa,  which  will  be 
available  at  supermarket 


Ritz  bas  acquired  Grapevine,  which  handles  Joan  Baez  discs 


checkouts.  Asda  rose  3p  to 
167*2  p.  J  Saiubuiy  5p  to  506p. 
Safeway  3p  to  326*2.  and 
TescoIOp  to  505p.  Among  the 
life  insurers.  Britannic 
jumped  2S*2p  to  £10.12fz,  and 
Prudential  264  p  to  6S0p. 

Pearson  fell  14p  to  816p 
after  hitting  the  target  price  of 
S75p  set  by  Morgan  Stanley, 
the  US  securities  house.  It  has 
reduced  its  recommendation 
for  the  shares  from  "strong 


buy"  to  “outperform".  Great 
Universal  Stores,  down  30p  at 
685p.  was  a  nervous  market 
before  full-year  figures  today 
that  are  expected  to  show  pre¬ 
tax  profits  up  from  £226.7 
million  to  between  £240  mil¬ 
lion  and  £245  million.  Societe 
Generale  Strauss  Turnbull 
urged  dients  to  switch  into 
Kingfisher,  down  13p  at  84lp, 
ahead  of  the  results. 

Dor  ling  Kindersky,  the 
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LAST  week's  £1  billion  bid 
for  Allied  Colloids  4p 
firmer  at  I694p.  from  Her¬ 
cules  has  now  been  fol¬ 
lowed  up  by  the  bid 
approach  for  Holliday 
Chemicals,  4l4p  dearer  at 
236 4  p.  Brokers  reckon  the 
whole  sector  has  been  put 
in  play. 

On  this  basis  there  seems 
to  be  no  shortage  of  bid 
candidates.  Gibbon  Group 
raced  up  10p  to  I534P  on 
the  bade  of  figures  and 
there  were  also  gains  for 
Croda  International,  up 
164  p  to  385  p;  inspec 
Group.  I04p  to  229 4 p; 
La porte.  5p  to  640p;  Brent 


International.  6p  to  1054p; 
and  BTP.  3p  to  3204p. 

Peter  Edwards  at  ABN 
Amro  Hoare  Govett,  says 
die  strength  of  sterling 
means  the  whole  specialist 
chemicals  sector  is  looking 
cheap  at  the  moment 

He  said:  “There  bas  been 
a  lot  of  rationalisation 
among'  companies  in 
Europe.  Certain  companies 
would  compliment  others 
but  there  are  those  that  are 
less  likely  to.  It  would  have 
to  be  done  on  a  business  by 
business  basis"  He  be¬ 
lieves  that  many  of  the  fine 
chemical  companies  would 
achieve  good  growth. 
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educational  publisher,  lost  a 
further  I7*2p  at  202*3 p  in  the 
wake  of  Tuesday's  profits 
warning.  Vodafone  came 
under  further  selling  pressure 
after  hitting  a  new  peak  last 
week,  with  the  price  finishing 
ll*zp  cheaper  at  376p.  The 
company  played  down  specu¬ 
lative  claims  ar  a  conference  in 
London  earlier  this  week, 
lonica,  a  rival,  remained  a 
weak  market,  slipping  4p  to  a 
new  low  of  107*2  p. 

Videologic  continued  to  re¬ 
flect  on  this  week's  disappoint¬ 
ing  trading  news  with  a  fall  of 
7p  to  44p.  stretching  the  deficit 
of  the  past  few  days  to  12*2p. 

The  breakdown  in  takeowr 
talks  left  J  Tams  down  U*ap  at 
a  new  low  of  32hp.  The 
furniture  group  announced  in 
September  that  it  had  received 
a  takeover  approach.  A  profits 
warning  left  Pittards  16p  low¬ 
er  at  534  p.  Full-year  figures 
will  fall  short  of  last  years 
£3.63  million  even  after  in¬ 
cluding  a  £900.000  profit  from 
a  disposal. 

Ritz  Music  Group,  which  is 
quoted  on  file  Ofex.  was 
unchanged  at  824  p.  It  has 
finally  acquired  Grapevine, 
the  rock  music  specialist  that 
handles  records  by  singers 
such  as  Joan  Baez.  Mick 
Clerkin,  Ritz  chairman,  has 
also  injected  his  privately 
owned  Irish  music  operation 
into  the  business. 

Shares  of  Calliina  were 
suspended  lp  lower  at  154  p 
pending  clarification  of  its 
financial  position. 

□  GILT-EDGED:  It  was  a 
day  for  quiet  contemplation  on 
the  bond  market  as  investors 
bided  their  time  ahead  of  what 
is  expected  to  be  a  busy 
schedule  today. 

The  Bank  of  England  will  be 
making  known  its  derision  on 
interest  rates  while  the  CBI 
distributive  trades  survey 
should  reflect  a  fall  in  retailers 
long-term  expectations.  As  a 
result  prices  were  allowed  to 
slide  with  losses  at  the  longer 
end  stretching  to  almost  £4. 

In  the  futures  pit  the  March 
series  of  the  long  gilt  finished 
£4  lower  at  £H9A  in  moder¬ 
ate  trading  that  saw  66,000 
contracts  completed. 

In  longs.  Treasury  8  per  cent 
2021  was  £l532  lower  at  £1194 , 
while  at  the  shorter  end. 
Treasury  7  per  cent  2002 
finished  £‘i6  off  at  £1004. 

□  NEW  YORK*  The  Dow 
Jones  industrial  average  fell  as 
slides  in  technology  shares 
continued.  The  Dow  was 
down  48.74  points  to  7,970.09 
at  midday. 
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FTSE  Fixed  Interest  ~ 

FTSE  Cow  5ea - 

Bargains  _ 


—  49707  K*.  9) 
_  «fl2A[*240) 
_  Z39CL3  HW) 
,  2626J2  H.91) 
.  234  L65  HX0J1 


SEAQ  Volume _ 

USS _ 

German  Mark _ 

Exchange  Index , 


.  2366.97  H21| 
13257  f*&27) 
1COJ6HX31) 

-  45805 

_ -  7325m 


14636  (40001^ 
.  2.9773  (-00075) 
!QSJ3(-ai) 


Bank  or  England  official  close  14pm) 

E.-ECU _  1.5051 

E^SDR _ IJ383 


X71  _ 

KPtX  . 


159J  oa  (3.7%)  Jan  1967=100 
157.9  oa  (2-8%)  Jan  1967-lOQ 


RECENTlSS^ffiS- 


AdvanceUKTst  IDO*; 

BCH  Group  IWi 

BG’B*  30V 

CRC  I  I2'i 

Capital  opps  TSt  1134 

Cresco  Inti  1534 

FI  rag  Geared  Uts  7 24 

Foresight  Tech  wts  30 

Foresight  Tech  too 

Metalsmssla  734 

Mirra rplanet  sys  574 

Northern  Reotmm 
Nottingham  Frst  (70)  54 
Range  cookerCmpny  64 
Savoy  Asset  Mngnit  U34 

Seascope  Shipping  255 

Tetni  175 

Workplace  Tech  195 


Green  Prop  n/p  (350)  32 


-  1 


14 


FUSES: 

Abacus  Recruit  .  1444p(+11p) 

EveGp  . 159p (4-11'sp) 

Jones  Stroud  .  370p{4-21p} 

SageGp  . . B07'jp(+43p) 

Royat&SunAl . .  587p(+27p) 

GreenaBsGp . . 406p  f+tB'jp) 

Courtaulds . .  295p  (+13pj 

Old  Eng  Pub . .  266*43  (+10p) 

Hays . . . 773p(+25p) 

PiOTler  Famefl . .  416p  (+12*41) 

Go-Ahead . . 516p(+10p) 

BTG . . 655p(+12,4>) 

AEATech..- . - .  443p  (+1  Ip) 

Tesco  . . 505p(Vl0pj 

fALLS: 

DCSGp  . . . —  247*4>(-iap) 

GUS  - 685p  (-30p) 

Saentreght . . - . 2724p  (-IQp) 

Poivaa . . 297*4)  (-10pJ 

Vodatone  . . 376p  (-114p) 

Boots . . - . .  899p(-25p) 

DtonsGp . . B60p(-17p) 

Cadbury^Schw .  637p  (-13p) 

ReddM  Catm .  886p  (-14p) 

Kin^isher  B41p(-)3p) 

HarefyOil . . 265p(-10p) 
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25V  78',  104 
29  4T,  64 

3V  30  ft 
6V  13V  ISV 
IV  8V  104 
22V  3l 


J6V  75  68 
3  22  V 

3)  3BV  46 
IV  5V  8 
8V  10V  13 
44  15  19 


10  18V  25V  321.-  36 

354  43  9  264  32 

25  31  244  3S4  45 


Decorf*  3  Tolat  28184  Drit:  17408  hfe  10778 
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— 
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_ 
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135*. 
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— 
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2M*, 
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156*. 

199% 

23Z% 
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5050 

85 
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— 
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— 
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42 
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248% 

m 

334 

5150 

30% 

82 

145*1 
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— 
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239 
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— 

Dssite  3 

TM*  1084  Cab 

595  PMC  439 

Hadarilfai 

aacart 

rp*» 

Long  Gilt 

Pievioui  open  Interest  199292 

German  Govt  Bond  (Bund) 

Previous  open  Interest  273340 

German  Govt  Bond  (BoM) 

Previous  open  Interest  16753 

Italian  Govt  Bond  (BTP) 

previous  open  lateen  129414 

Japanese  Govt  Bond  (JGB) 

Three  Mfh  Sterling 

Previous  open  Interest  79912b 

Three  Mth  Euromark 

Previous  open  Interest  IBS 5203 

Three  Mth  Borotira 

Previous  open  imereo  552705 

Three  Mth  Euroswiss 

Previous  open  In  teres  165639 

Three  Mth  ECU 

previous  open  I  meres  38973 

FTSE  100 

Previous  open  Interest  W7W 


Period 

Open 

High 

law 

Sett 

Vd 

Dee  47  . 

119-15 

119-18 

118-31 

1I9CS 

15362 

Kar«  . 

13304 

12WB 

119-16 

119-24 

66479 

Dec  97.. 

10434  - 

104-39 

1040B 

10422 

163101 

Mar  98  . 

10163 

103.68 

103J8 

11BS2 

134 182 

Dec  97  _ 

KM.  16 

10116 

J  03.92 

10400 

7963 

Mar  98  . 

103.46 

ICQJ0 

10303 

HBJ9 

2801 

Dec  97  . 

11422 

114(40 

113.97 

11405 

18345 

Mar  98 . 

1 14-60 

114.92 

114J5 

114.47 

46606 

Dec  97  _ 

13086 

13H92 

130.76 

13190 

3248 

MAT9B  . 

129.98 

uaio 

129.92 

130094445 

Dec  97  . 

9128 

9229 

9227 

9228 

14851 

MET**  . 

9124 

9224 

922! 

9222 

14193 

Jun  *>«  - 

9Z27 

9228 

9225 

9226 

6658 

Dec  97. 

9623 

9622 

96.19 

9620 

25768 

Mar  98  . 

96JT7 

96J* 

9604 

9606 

38467 

Dec  97  _ 

9198 

93.99 

93.94 

93.96 

M639 

Mar  98  . 

94.75 

94.76 

9ttfl 

94.71 

1OT20 

Dec  97. 

98.10 

98.18 

9805 

98.15 

3346 

Mar  98  . 

98.14 

98.18 

9SJJ7 

98.16 

9166 

Dec  97  . 

95.-43 

95.45 

95.43 

95.45 
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Mar**  . 

95.39 

95.40 

95J7 

95J8 
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Dec  97  _ 

5OJ8.0 

5Q29D 

«JOO 

49910 

7871 

Mar  **  . 

5067 13 

50680 

50180 

30370 
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Bore  Rates  Clearing  Bonks  7*.  Finance  Hse  V, 

Discount  Market  Loans  Q/rrigfat  high:  71.  Low  6', . ' 

Treasury  BIBs (Di^iBuy:  2  mth  Tu ;  3  mth  7*».  sell:  2  mth  Tm 

2  uiiL 

Prime  Bank  Bills  (Disk  7"b-7,V. 

Sterfing  Money  Rates  7no-7v« 

Interbank;  7"«r7"n 

oveznlgtic  open'7,a.  dose  6*i . 


Week  fined:  7>. 
:  3  mth;  Tm  . 


Local  Antborky  Depri 
Slcrfing  CDs 
Dollar  CDs 
BaBding  Sodery  CDs 


7-u 

74-7“b- 

5.91 

7**r7'i 


2  nflh 

3  nuh 

6  mill 

12  mth 

7"n-7*%i 

7*1-7% 

7*«-7S 

7V7V 

7ne-7fJK 

7nn-7no 

TrT^m 

7V7*- 

7*V7»n 

7atr7Da 

TrV'm 

n/a 

7% 

7°o 

7°n 

7V7-- 

7"w7S 

TrVm 

T,la-7aa 

n/a 
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SOS 

5.96 

7V7V 

7*^7*%! 

7*%r7«*ii 

7V7“- 

41  *8% 

Currency 

7  day 

1  Bdfa 

3  mth 

6 

CaB 

11  IB 

18%  Z1 

I  Dollar 

bS>. 

5"— *•— 

5Vr 

S*»-4*. 

8*i  10% 

PglMfaemaifc: 

3%-3'« 

3V3V 

3,«-3% 

3V3*. 
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14*i  16*. 

Freuds  Franc 
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3*--T, 

3’V-"., 
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30  45% 
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I%-% 
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V» 
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MURMS  far  Dec  3 

Amsterdam _ 

Brussels _ _ 

Copenhagen _ 

Dublin _ 

Fnuikfun _ _ 

JsDon. 


Madrid. 

Milan. 


Montreal.. 
New  York. 
Oslo. 


Paris—— . 

smckbolm _ 

Tokyo _ 

Vienna - 

Zurkb. 


SnoreErfri 


Range  Close  1  montfa  3  owntii 

3354033630  33540-33572  IVIpr  3V-T4Jr 

61.376-61.600  6L376-6L480  24-l9pr  hJ-S6pr 

11330-11362  11331-11341  W-pr  l-’4»r 

1.1697-1.1482  1.1431-1.1453  I«pr  4J-36pr 

2.97A-2.9M3  2.9764-19790  *r*.pr  TrTxrt 

304X0-305.75  30400-30435  V.pr  2V-I^r 

25 1 30-25234  2S 1 30-25 169  5S-47pr  I77-I58pr 

2915.9-2924.4  2916.9-29203  42-2bpr  I27-I04pr 

23835-23886  23864-23886  fl.77-a.70pr  M5-136pr 

13600-13844  1 38 34-13644  0333-03 12pr  0.733-a702cr 

1 2013-12068  12031-12046  Wpr  |Vlpr 

9.96109.9900  9.9632-9.9700  3V-3'.pr  9V3J,pr 

13321  -13072  12047-13063  V'.pr  l-Vpr 

21609-21671  21650-21671  IVI’.pr  4-3'air 

20.944-21X05  20l944-2O9U  'rtpr  MVnr 

2.4016-24 1  IS  24025-24057  3«r3Vnr 

Premium  .  pr.  Discour!  -  as. 


Green  and 


MICHAEL  GREEN,  the  Carlion  chairman, 
has  been  tireless  in  pointing  out  that  when 
you  get  to  revenues  of  E1.7  billion  a  year, 
explosive  growth  is  not  really  an  option. 'So  it 
was  entirely  reasonable  the  market  took  in  its 
stride  Carlton's  respectable  10  per  cent  growth 
in  pre-tax  profit  to  £326.7  million  and 
effectively  left  the  share  price  unchanged. 

An  I8p  rise  on  Tuesday  on  the  strength  of 
what  turned  out  to  be  spurious  rumours  of  a 
share  buyback  was  all  but  wiped  out.  by  a 
17*2 p  slide.  Mr  Green  was  also  commendably 
honest  about  a  tuneless  venture  —  a 
Singapore-based  karaoke  channel  —  that  cost 
the  group  £6.4  million.  However,  he  was  also 
able  to  reassure  the  City  that  ratings  pressure 
on  the  ITV  channel  does  not  mean  commer¬ 
cial  terrestrial  television  lacks  a  successful 
future.  In  the  US,  a  market  awash  with 


commercial  broadrating  capaagr.  a  30 
second  advert  cost  $390,000  in  1991  Three 
years  later,  the  same  advert  way  worth 
S57SJXJ0  (£342.000),  in  spite  of  the  launcii  of 

ever  more  channels.  i  .  :  , 

Which  brings  Mr  Green  to  the  tag  question 
mark  hanging,  over  Carlton:  digital  tenestriaf 
television,  an  unknown  quantity  that  will 
remain  with  the  company  for  the  not  ooupfe 
of  years.  Carlton  is  investing  large  sums  m 
bringing  a  multiplicity  of  new  channels  a* 
viewers  who  have  escaped,  so  for.  thc 
attractions  of  saiellite  and  cable  broadcasting. . 
He  believes  it  is  the  way  forward  and  has 
stoked  his  reputation  on  the  notion  that  then; 
is  demand  to  meet  such  an  enormous  increase 
in  broadcasting  capacity-  If  it  should  torn  out 
to  be  a  turkey  it  could  cost  a  list  moire  than  a 
minority  stake  in  a  karaoke  channeL  : 


Watmoughs 

WATMOUGHST  investors 
have  two  reasons  to  be 
grateful  for  Quebecer's  bid. 
The  printing  company's 
shares  have  halved  in  value 
over  the  past  year  with  no 
sign  that  recovery  is 
imminent 

Quebecer's  offer  has  logic' 
to  it  the  Canadians  have  the 
cash  that  Watmoughs  needs 
so  desperately.  The  latter 
uses  small  and  old  gravure 
machines  and  has  been  los¬ 
ing  out  to  the  newer  and 
cheaper  technology  that  is 
available  overseas.  As  its 
profits  decline,  it  can  31 
afford  the  £10  million-a-piece 
printing  madunes  that 
Quebeoir  plans  to  introduce. 
More  to  die  point,  without 
Quebecor  on  its  side 
Watmoughs  faces  the  alter¬ 
native  of  squaring  up  to 
Quebecor.  The  Canadian’s 
alternative  plan  is  to  build  its 


own  plant  on  a  greenfield 
site  in  the  UK.  a  prospect 
that  coaid  only  lead  to  a 
further  slide  in  Watmough 
shares. 

Watmoughs'  pleas  that  the 
274p  offer  does  not  represent 
its  true  value  are  hard  to 
credit  Its  shares  looked 
shaky  enough  on  Tuesday’s 
prospective  ratio  of  10-2 
times  —  the  promised  exit 


multiple  of  152  times  looks 
attractive.  Even  so.  Quebecor 
has  deep  pockets  and  can 
afford  to  shell  outabft  more 
—  and  Watmoughs*  instifa- . 
tiorutl  shareholders  know  k. 
An  increased  offa-tf  300p  Is 
not  unrealistic.  But.  whatev¬ 
er  the  outcome,  ft  is  dear  chat 
Watmoughs*  days  as  an  in¬ 
dependent  company  are 
numbered. 
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Bass 

FIGURES  from  Bass  were 
spoilt  by  exceptional  losses  yes¬ 
terday  but  they  served  to  rein¬ 
force  what  Scottish  &  Newcas¬ 
tle  was  saying  earlier  this 
week.  In  future,  strong  brands 
trill  dominate  this  marker  at 
file  expense  of  file  weak. 

This  holds  true  both  within 
Bass  and  in  relation  to  compet¬ 
itors,  as  exemplified  by  the  re¬ 
cent  traumas  at  Greemlls  and 
Wolverhampton  &  Dudley.  In 
the  case  of  Bass,  the  list  fea¬ 
tures  a  host  of  household 
names:  Holiday  Irm  hotels, 
Carisberg  lager  and  Caffrey’s 
beer.  Hooper’S  Hooch  alcohol¬ 
ic  lemonade,  Britvic  soft  drinks 
and  pub  concepts  such  as  Har¬ 
vester  and  All  Bar  One.  Such 
brands  will  benefit  from  most 
of  fills  year's  £680  million 
spending,  while  weaker  fry 
such  as  Gala  bingo  will  be 
sold. 

Bass  is  also  investing  E3S0 
million  on  its  managed  estate, 
which  looks  odd  given  that  re¬ 
turn  on  capital,  averaging  173 
per  cent  over  three  years,  lags 


rival  S&N.  But  Bass's  estate 
was  in  better  shape,  making 
SAN's  potential  far  greater. 
Contrary  to  S&N’s  claims  on 
Monday,  the  Bass  estate 
remains  leader  of  the  pack. 

With  law  debt  and  interest 
covered  almost  ten  times, 
Bass  can  throw  its  money  at 
deals.  After  a  couple  of  false 
starts  with  Carlsberg-Tedey 
and  William  Hill.  Sir  Ian 
'  Prosser,  chairman,  insists  he 
will  not  overpay  for  the 
wrong  businesses.  That 
could  leave  him  with  little 
choice  .but  to  return  cash  to 
shareholders.  Either  way,  the 
downside  looks  limited..  . 

Hambros 

GENERALE  BANK’S  pre¬ 
liminary  discussions  with 
Hambros  tell  us  little  new 
about  the  state  of  affairs  at 
Britain’s  worst  merchant 
bank.  Contrary  to  the  first  re¬ 
ports.  the  Belgians  are  only 
interested  in  Hambros’  com¬ 
mercial  banking  arm  — 
scarcely  the  jewel  in  the  Tow¬ 
er  Hill  crown-  Since  Ham¬ 


bros  effectively  listed  itself  in 
die  classified  ads  in  October, 
evidence  of  discussions  with 
potential  buyers  was  bound 
to  emerge.  Rumours  of  the  in¬ 
terest  of  Wesideutsche 
Landesbank  and  others  wiQ 
doubtless  continue  to 
circulate. 

A  break-up  remains  the 
sensible  option.  From  one 
perspective,  it  makes  little 
sense  to  sell  Hambro  Coun¬ 
trywide  just  when  the  estate 
agency  business  has  come 
good  after  years  of  losses.  But 
that  does  not  make  the  logic 
of  com faning  Countrywide 
with  a  third-rate  merchant 
bank  any  more  compelling 
and  investors  would  surety 
prefer  a' Countrywide  share 
certificate  than  a  cash-rich 
Hambros.  The  same  applies 
to  Hambro  Insurance  Ser¬ 
vices,  the  group’s  third  sepa¬ 
rately  quoted  offshoot. 

After  their  recent  jump,  at 
265*2  p  shares  in  Hambros  are 
close  to  their  peak  lor  the  year. 
There  is  nothing  to  chase. 

Edited  by  Carl  Mortished 


Australia 


Austria 
Belgium  (Com). 
Canada 


1.4795-1.4606 

1245-1246 


Denmark 
France  — 


Germany  — 
Hong  Kong 

Inland - 

Italy  - - 

Japan - 

Malaysia  — 
Neifterfands 

Norwny - 

Portugal 


Singapore  . 

Spain - 

Sweden 


Switzerland 


- 36.49-3650 

- 1. 4171-1.4176 

-  67355-67380 

- 5.9215-5.9225 

- I.7684-L7689 

_  7.7366-7.7376 

-  1.4693-1.4713 

- 173275-173225 

- 12846-128.71 

- 3^6550-3.6640 

- 1 .9919-1.9924 

— - -  7.1520-7.1560 

- 180.70-18080 

-  1^120-1^140 

- 149.35-149.45 

7.7454-7.7524 
1.4264-1-4274 


Argentina  ipew 
Australia  doliar 
Bahrain  dinar  -. 

Brazil  real* - 

China  yuan 


1.6826-I.68S3 
24916-2495 1 
0.6275-064  IS 
LS656-1.8704 
12797-44496 


Cyprus  pound  -  0i867tKLS86O 

Finland  markka  - -  a9500^JJ9!0 


46X0-473J 


Greece  drachma  . . 

Hong  Kong  dollar - 130207-120263 

India  rupee - 65J566l6S 

Indonesia  rupiah _ n/a 

05070415180 


Kuwait  dinar  KD _ _ 

Malaysia  ringgit - 61514-61683 

New  Zealand  dolUr _  27818-27659 

Pakistan  rupee - 7X55  Buy 

Saudi  Arabia  riyal - 6062561975 

Singapore  dollar — — _  27130-27163 

S  Africa  rand  (com) - 8.118062870 

UAE  dirham, _  6H7562535 

Bardays  Treasury  •  ikyds  Bank 


M  1.400 

ASDA  GP  6100 
Abbey  NO  828 
AUnoeALeic  1.400 
Allied  Dorn  1.400 
AB  Foods  753 
HAA  1.700 

BAT  Intis  2j000 
BG  5500 

BOC  687 

BP  5.700 

BSJtyB  ijoo 
BTR  12900 

ST  9.100 

Bk  of  Scot  1500 
Barclays  2600 
Bass  IJOO 

Bllliion  7500 
Blue  aide  934 
Boats  1,700 

BAe  928 

BA  8500 

British  Land  I  joo 
Brit  steel  5.203 
Cable  wine  4J00 
Cadbury  2600 
Carlton  Cms  2800 
Centrica  2400 
Cm  Union  1.700 
Dixons  1 ,400 
EMI  1.400 

Energy  Gp  MOD 
EnterprOU  iJDO 

GEN  637 

GRE  3.900 

GUS  3.900 

Gen  Arc  472 
Gen  Elec  SJ00 
Glaxo  well  4  WOO 
Granada  1.400 
Grand  mk  11500 
Guinness  6400 
HSBC  2200 
Halifax  16800 
Hays.  2700 
ICI  855 

Kingfisher  2030 
LASMO  1500 
Ladbroire  2500 
Land  Secs  617 


I.70Q 

2700 

2200 

4A00 


Legal  &  Gn  1.400 
UoyflS  TSB  6800 
UicajVarity  2900 
Maria  Spr  2100 
NaiWstBk  2000 
Nal  Grid  2900 
Nar  power  3JD0 
-Next  2800 
Norwich  On  3.400 
Orange  1.200 
PSO  926 

Peanon  447 
PwweiGen  1500 
Prudential  1.400 
BMC  2b 4 

Ralltndt  1400 
Rank  Group  925 
Recant  Col  775 
Reedtnil 
Ren  KAO 
Reuters 

RioTtnio  _ 

Rolls  Royce  2300 
RylStSun  15.100 
Royal  Bk  sa  moo 
Saxeway  9,100 
SalnSDury  3500 
Schroden  I4S 
Soot  6  New  2900 
SOM  Power  1500 
SvmTrrat  928 
Shell  Trans  17500 
stebe  2000 

SmQ  BCh  6500 
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Thus  far.  It  has  been  a  bad 

news  wttk.  ft  the  name  of 

SSJ*?*  *  surefire  scheme  itb  cut  " 
S^^^^gs-TJe  remnants 
oi  the  coal  industry,  designed  out 

■  I£°!?r. nerwork  «  Wand 
■  m.  »«.  are  "about  to 

Suffer  the  inevitable  consequences. 

Forecasters  have  found  that' 
America’s  economic  cold  war 
gainst  Japan  has  at  last  destroyed 
.  tne  momentum  -of :  the  world's  ■ 
®wo^-biggest  aonomy.  And  the 

-.2®*.  **»*  of  the  IMF  has 
triumphantly  prod  aimed  the 

As"n  econom- 
*.™deI  ‘n  foe  tiger  countries, 
yhwwver  the  cost  to  the  rest  of  us  ' 

.  .  Fair  enough.  But  why  oh  why, 
as  worthy  folk  complain,  do  news¬ 
papers  never  mention  the  good 
Bews:  that  the  b«r  harvest  is  m  or 
that  millions  of  travellers  have 
agam  arrived  on  time,  without' 
munap  and  with  smiling  faces. 

So  here  is  the  really  good  hews. 
Accountancy  is  boring.  Nothing 
new  »y  those  snobs  who 
proudly  claim  to  be  hopeless  at 
figures  yet  dispute  their  telephone  . 


Nh  news is 


news  for  Sir  David 


taB  fertile  last  fartiiiog.  But  there 
Evolution.  , ... 

'"At  me  start  of  the  decade.*jhen 
the  powerless  old.  Accounting 
Standards.  Coranuttee  was  wound, 
up,  things  were  "very  different 
Cbmpany  accounts  were  a  laugh¬ 
ing  stock  and  foeprofessionwas  at . 
bay.  Smart  finance  directors  and 
their  advisers  had  found  the  bean¬ 
counter’s  stone:  cookbooks  on  how 
to.  turn  losses  into  profits  and 
liabilities  into  assets. .  Empires 
were  built  by  creative'  accounting 
allowed  by  loose  rules,  lax  enforce¬ 
ment  and  weak-minded  auditors. 

Headlines  multiplied,  questions 
were  asked  and  ministers  huffed 
"when  weaknesses  disguised-bylax  . 
accounting  led  to  collapse;  Profes¬ 
sor  prexn  Sikka,  an,  implacable 
critic  of  the  besieged  profession, 
prefaced  his  many  attacks  with 
lists  of  scandals.  They  usually 
included  Robert  Maxwell  Polly 
Peck,  Atlantic  -Computers  and 


BCCI  but  wandered'far  and  wide 
round  a  battlefieM  strewn  with  the 
.  terminally,  insolvent,  and  the  ex¬ 
pensively  wounded.,  ’ 

•  The  final  initiative  of  the  old 
standards  committee  was  to  re¬ 
launch  a  tougher  rule  for  treating 
“goodwill"  die  ethereal  missing 
link  between  the  price  a  company 
pays  for  a  business  and  what  its 
balance  sheet  says  it  is  worth. 
Haying  to  write  off  what  was  often 
the'  majority  of  the  price,  either 
'  straight  away  or  over  20  years, 
was  distorting  balance  sheets  to 
:  breaking  point  and  spawned  one 
of  the  more  benign  but  dangerous 
exercises  in  creative  accounting, 
the  valuation  of  brands.  . 

The  committee’s  proposals, 
though  proper  and  consistent  with 
US  practice,  were  greeted  with 
virtually  universal  derision.  Nei¬ 
ther  industry  nor  the  Gty  would 
have  it  So  todays  publication  of 
Financial  Reporting  Standard  10, 


the  final  word  of  the  replacement 
Accounting  Standards  Board  on 
Goodwill  and  Intangible  Assets, 
has  a  special  symbolism. 

After  a  cooling-off  period  of  two 
years,  followed  by  false  starts, 
consultations,  public  debates  and 
dry  runs,  the  new  standard  is  as 
open  to  criticism  as  any  other 
solution  to  this  theoretically  insol¬ 
uble  issue.  But  it  is  overwhelming¬ 


ly  agreed  by  companies,  by  ac¬ 
countants  and  big  investors.  It  will 
also  be  enforced  ruthlessly  and  to 
the  letter,  under  the  threat  of  a 
company  being  hauled  before  the 
Review  Panel  or  having  its  name 
made  mud  in' the  High  Court. 

FRSIO  virtually  completes  the 
reform  of  accounting  rules  set  in 
train  to  end  the  scandals  of  the  last 
boom  and  slump.  It  has  been  a 
rare  success  in  state-sponsored, 
self-led  regulation. 

One  reason  is  that  Sir  Ron 
Dealing,  whose  committee  had 
been  asked  to  devise  a  better  way 
to  set  and  enforce  accounting 
rules,  was  then  asked  to  imple¬ 
ment  his  own  plan.  The  umbrella 
Financial  Reporting  CoundJ  em-  . 
braces  the  views  of  the  profession, 
business,  the  City  and  even  White¬ 
hall.  Its  decisions  therefore  have 
moral  as  well  as  legal  authority. 

With  government  approval,  Sir 
Ron  also  chose  the  right  man  to 


lead  the  charge  fo  rationalise  and 
reform  those  loose  amounting 
roles.  David  Tweedie  may  not 
quite  be  a  poacher-turned-game- 
teeper.  but  as  technical  partner  of 
KPMG,  one  of  the  top  auditing 
firms,  he  knew  the  tricks  of  the 
trade,  the  pitfalls  of  rule-making 
and  the  pressures  on  auditors 
where  companies  had  choices. 
Here  was  a  a  man  who  knew  his 
stuff  inside  out,  knew  what  he 
wanted  to  do  and  could  count  on 
support  when  things  got  tough. 
Few  other  regulators  have  had 
even  two  of  these  three  key 
advantages.  Whar  a  differecne 
they  make.  The  Accounting  Stan¬ 
dards  Board  moved  steadily 
through  the  main  areas  of  abuse- 
acquisition  accounting,  extraordi¬ 
nary  items  and  off-balanoe-sheei 
finance  —  to  force  disclosure,  stop 
up  loopholes  and  limit  the  choices 
that  make  one  company’s  accounts 
hard  to  compare  With  another. 


Today,  analysts  have  learnt  to 
profit  from  the  more  detailed  and 
meaningful  information  now 
available.  Investors  have  more 
Faith  in  the  figures  that  companies 
report  and  in  the  early-warning 
signals  of  success  or  failure.  The 
affairs  of  top  companies  such  as 
Hanson,  BTR,  Saatchi  &  Saatchi 
or  the  late  Trafalgar  House  were 
transformed  by  accounting  re¬ 
form.  The  UK.  once  laughable,  is 
now  influential  in  setting  interna¬ 
tional  accounting  standards,  the 
main  new  agenda. 

Provided  the  fatuous  merger 
plans  of  big  six  accountancy  firms 
are  banned  by  regulators,  as  they 
must  be.  the  new  issues  at  home 
are  how  to  expose  companies'  true 
liability  to  derivatives  and  how  to 
account  for  company  pension 
schemes.  Accounting  roles  on  ei¬ 
ther  will  change  companies’  be¬ 
haviour,  if  only  ta  avoid 
em  harassing  headlines. 

The  final  headline  test  of  the 
accounting  revolution  will  not 
come  until  the  next  recession.  Until 
then,  no  news  is  good  news  for 
business,  investors  and  employees. 


it  wants 


^  The  country’s 
financial 
system  must 
be  reformed, 
says  Carl 
■■■■.  Mortished 


Two  deaths  and  four 
corporate  failures.  The 
body-count  in  Japan  is 
grim,  but  the  financial 
V  Turmoil  has  barely  begun.  It 
**  would  be  wrong  to  belittle  the 
fail  of  Yamaichi  Securities.  The 
collapse  claimed  two  lives  —  a 
stockbroker  who  leapt  frmn  the 
1  seventh  floor  of  a  budding  and 
an  accountant  who  died  of 
overwork  —  but  in  the  context 
of  Japan’s  financial  sector. 
Yamaichi  was  a  minnow. 

Already,  the  Japanese  au¬ 
thorities  are  taking  a  cue  from 
Datuk  Seri  Dr  Mahathir 
Mohamad,  the  Malaysian 
Prime  Minister,  and  are  blam¬ 
ing  speculators.  Someone,  they 
say,  is  spreading  rumours 
about  the  solvency  of  weak 
.  institutions  such  as.  Yasutfa  - 
Trust  (linked  to  Yamaichi}. 
Chuo  Trust,.  Nippon  Credit 
Bank  and  Long  Term  Credit 
Bank  of  Japan.  In  reality,  bcar- 
!  raiders  are  spoilt  far  choice.  • 
.  Japan  has  hundreds  (rf  banks 
but  few  that  can  r  boost  -the 
\  support  of  a  genuine  retail  or 
*  commercial  frandrise.  Too 
many  chose  the  easy  route  of 
;  expanding  their  loan  books  by  • 
supporting  property  develop¬ 
ers  in  the  1080s  asset  bubble. 

-  .  According  to  Jason  James. : 

'  head  of  research  at  HSBC 
James  Capri  in  Tokyo,  most 
Japanese  banks  fail  to  pass 
muster  “If  they  att  wroreoff afi 
of  their  bad  ddjte.  almost  none 
of  them  would  meet  Bank  of  ■ 
International  Setjtement  re-t  ■ 
quiremenCs.’'  The  inser-bank 
lending  market  agrees.  Vesta* : 
day.  the  so-called  “Japan  pre¬ 
mium"  which  Japanese  banks 
are  forced  to  pay  for  shart-term 
s.  money,  soared  to  more  than  I  ; 
per  rent  for  the  strongest 
borrowers. 

The  job  facing  Ityutaro 
Hashimoto.  Japan’s  Prime 
Minister,  is  formidable:  in 
short  the  transformation  of  the 
country’s  sprawling,  antique 
and  debt-laden  financial  ser¬ 
vices  sector  into  one  than  has 
fewer  institutions  that  can  hold 
ihdr  own.  unprotected,  in 


.  f'f 

world  marjcets,  Deregulation  is 
fttpnei,-ibut.4ic  Government's 
immediate  problem  is  haw  to 
uratect  depositors  from  further 
failures-  The  Deposit  insur¬ 
ance  Corporation  is  almost  out 
of  foods,  and  foe  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  has  promised  to  use  public 
money  to.  maintain  stability. 
Bui  public  resources  are 
stretched:  Japan's  national 
jfcbf  is  about  330  trillion  yen 
(£1-5  trillion)-  Annual  retained 
Ktt  Aevcnues  ire  ’just  '  Y33 
triffion. 

Meanwhile,  Japan  badly 
needstoreflate its  economy,  cut 
the  tax  burden  which  is  borne 
by  too  small  a  proportion  of 
companies  and  encourage  Mr 
and Mrs  Honda  to  spend  naare 

in  foe  shops. 

Where  wifl  the  money  come 
from?  The  roost  Obvious  source 
is  the  Trust  Fund  Bureau.  A 
fund  management  operation 
run  by  the  Ministry  of  finance, 
the  Trust  Fund  Bureau,  re¬ 
ceives  money  from  Post  Office 
savings  deposits  and  fife  insur¬ 
ance  premiums  as  well  as 
contributions  to  the  state  pen¬ 
sion  scheme.  The  Post  Office's 
resources  are  vast,  accounting 
for  almost  25  per  cent  of 
household  savings,  and  much 
of  this  money  is  directed  into 
infrastructure  projects  (trains. 


roads  and  forests)  via  the  Trust 
Fund  Bureau. 

The  Bureau  has  a  less  than 
glorious  history.  Critics  believe 
that  its  Fiscal  Investment  loan 
Programme  (FILP)  has  in  the 
past  operated  as  tittle  more 
rban  a  slush  fond  for  govern¬ 
ment  projects  of  dubious 
worth.  Loans  totalling  some 
Y55  trillion  are  believed  to  be 
under  water,  including  debts  of 
more  than  Y30  trillion  accumu¬ 
lated  by  the  national  railways 
and  the  National  Forest  Ser¬ 
vice.  Proposals  to  bail  out  the 
FILP  are  being  considered, 
including  big  land  and  forest 
sales.  Yesterday,  a  tobacco  tax 
was  proposed  to  refinance  nat¬ 


ional  railway  debt 
Yet,  titis  is  the  most  obvious 
source  of  liquidity  with  which 
to  massage  the  system.  Post 
Office  savings  money  will  be 
used  to  buy  government  bonds 
to  refinance  the  Deposit  Insur¬ 
ance  Corporation  or  to  buy 
preference  shares  in  certain 
banks.  But  Alexander  Kin- 
mom,  Japanese  Strategist  at 
Morgan  Stanley,  believes  that 
the  Government  is  just  tinker¬ 
ing:  “It  doesn't  solve  the  prob¬ 
lem.  There  are  a  vast  number 
of  financial  institutions  that 
don't  deserve  to  exist"  He 
points  to  the  fact  that  the  Bank 


at  a  cost 


of  Japan  has  already  inter: 
vened  in  the  market  “My  own 
view  is  that  there  is  gang  to  be 
a  run  of  inflation.” 

Same  might  argue  that  the 
Post  Office  itself  has  less  than 
rock-sofid  foundations.  The  in¬ 
stitution  has  traditionally  paid 
a  premium  to  bank  rates, 
offering  ten-year  government- 
guaranteed.  deposits  and  the 
right  to  redeem  early  with  tittie 
penalty.  Run  on  such  a  basis,  a 
private  seaor  financial  institu¬ 
tion  would  run  into  trouble 
quickly,  but  the  Post  Office 
boasts  huge  liquidity. 

(ew  Japanese  lack  one. 
or-  more  deposit  ac- 
-counts  and.  as  a  result, 
the  banks  have  cried 
foul  A  recent  attempt  by  the 
Prime  Minister  to  privatise  this 
bizarre  institution  was 
scuppered  when  the  Liberal 
Democrat  Dotitidans  allied  to 
the  Post  Office,  the  zoku  gun  or 
tribe  members,  mounted  a 
fierce  opposition. 

The  failure  to  break  the  link 
between  the  Post  Office  and  the 
world  of  political  favours  and 
government  funny  money  is  a 
big  setback,  according  to  those 
who  want  reform.  Since  the 
collapse  of  the  Soviet  Union, 
Japan  has  been  one  of  the 


world's  few  controlled  econo¬ 
mies.  Its  system  of  complex 
support  structures  evolved 
after  tile  economic  crisis  of  the 
1920s  when  famine  swept  the 
country.  Today,  harsh  social 
inequalities  are  absent  in  Ja¬ 
pan.  but  harmony  has  been 
purchased  at  a  cost,  only  par¬ 
tially  accounted  for  in  the  bulge 
of  the  national  debt 
Japan's  international  suc¬ 
cesses  —  the  Toyotas  and  the 
Sonys  —  obscure  the  inefficien¬ 
cy  of  the  domestic  economy 
which  is  overmanned,  overcap¬ 
italised,  unprofitable  and  pay¬ 
ing  little  in  taxes.  The  banks 
provided  capital  for  expansion, 
lending  indiscriminarely  when 
5  per  cent  growth  rates  hid  a 
multitude  of  sins.  According  to 
Mr  Kinmoni;  Japan  made  a 
conscious  decision  to  separate 
the  owners  of  capital  from  the 
management  of  business,  a 
strategy  which  has  aided  foil 
employment  but !  left,  financial 
blade  holes.  Mr  Kinmont  says: 
“Politics  has  delivered  every¬ 
thing  that  it  promised  to  the 
Japanese.  The  only  people  who 
have  borne  the  burden  are  the 
owners  of  capitaL" 

Now,  the  owners  of  capital 
are  haring  their  revenge  on 
Japan.  To  the  outsider,  Japan's 
creaking  financial  system  is 
beginning  to  resemble  a  pant 
Pored  scheme,  where  today’s 
depositors  pay  the  liabilities  left 
by  earlier  investors.  Indeed, 
without  the  enormous  liquidity 
provided  by  foe  Post  Office,:  it  is 
difficult  to  see  how  Japan  could 
bath  service  its  debts  and  bail 
out  the  troubled  banks.  Like 
any  government  bond,  the  Post 
Office  deposits  are  as  safe  as 
the  Stale's  ability  to  raise  foods 
through  tax.  However,  with 
national  debt  running  at  ten 
times  the  tax  base,  the  State's 
ability  to  solve  its  troubles  by 
raising  taxes  must  be  in  ques¬ 
tion.  The  likely  outcome  is  thai 
foe  Bank  of  Japan  will  be 
forced  to  print  money. 

Japanese  force  of  habit  may 
provide  the  money  that  saves 
the  day.  If  Mr  and  Mrs  Honda 
believe  that  the  banks  are  no 
good,  they  will  put  their  money 
under  foe  mattress,  which  in 
Japan  means  the  Post  Office, 
thereby  funding  a  government 
bail-out  of  the  system.  But  Mr 
and  Mrs  Honda  may  want 
guarantees  if  their  money  is  to 
be  used  to  rescue  incompetent 
bankers.  They  will  want  contin¬ 
ued  foil  employment,  a  job  for 
their  son  and  security  in  old 
age.  Unfortunately,  it  is  not 
dear  that  Japan  can  still  afford 
such  things. 


Sad  start 


I  DO  NOT  know  whether  it 
was  foe  stress  of  an  impend¬ 
ing  takeover  battle,  but  I  am 
son-y  to  report  that  Pierre 
Peladeau.  chairman  of 
Ouehecor.  foe  company  be¬ 
hind  the  bid  for  Watmoughs, 
is  in  hospital  in  Montreal  in  a 
critical  condition  after  a  heart 
attack.  The  cash  offer  for 
Watmoughs.  a  hitherto  ob¬ 
scure  printer,  was  launched 
yesterday  morning.  and. 
S2u.  who  founded. 
Quebccur  in  l^bS.  was  m  hts 


Office  on  Tuesday  night  when 
he  was  taken  ilL  Aged  72.  he 
was  taken  fo  hospital  in  a 
coma.  Doctors  declined  to 
predict  how  his  condition  will 
develop.  It  seems  that  even  on 

the  bed  outcome  Peladeau  will 
not  be  taking  much  part  in  the 

bid.  His  son  Pierre  Kart,  35, 
who  is  European  director  of 
the  company  actually  making 
the  offer,  was  forced  to  fly 
home  on  the  news. 


holder* 


□  GEOFFREY  ROBINSON, 
the  paymaster  General,  met  a 
delegation  from  financial 
trade  bodies  at  the  T reasury 
at  first  light  yesterday  morn¬ 
ing ,  including  Angpla  Knight, 
who  used  to  be  at  the  Treasury 
but  now  represents  small 
stockbrokers,  to  discuss,  the 
deeply  unpopular  individual 
savings  accounts  or  Isas.  Rob¬ 
inson  looked  harried,  made  it 
cfesr  that  only  the  technicali¬ 
ties  of  the  Isa  were  up  for  con¬ 
sultation,  then  made  h:s 
(mologies  after  a  Jew  minutes 
and  bolted  fbr  No  10.  This  fol¬ 
lows.  his  eepially  .lamentable 
performance  at  the  ISA 
launch  on  Tuesday .  As  I  sug¬ 
gested  yesterduy,  if  Robinson 
finds  the  job  so  irksome,  per- 


bingo  dubs,  even  though  ev¬ 
eryone  knows  he  is. 

So  hats  off  to  Richard 
North,  finance  director,  for  his 
unusual  candour.  He  was 
asked  whether  Bass  might  buy 
Mmydown,  the  troubled  ri¬ 
der  maker  behind  Two  Dogs, 
closest  rival  to  Bass’s  own 
ghastly  Hooper’s  Hooch  ■ 
alcopop,  “We’re  better  off  leav¬ 
ing  . . ."North  blurted  out.  be¬ 
fore  realising  he  was  breaking 
internal  disapline  and  revert¬ 
ing  to  “no  comment”.  But 
then,  moments  later,  he  said: 
"Oh.  I've  started  so  I  may  as 
well  finish.  ‘Weti  .lifcB  to  see 
Mencydown  remain  indepen¬ 
dent  and  screw  up  Two  Dogs.” 


head  of  financial  regulation 
at  the  Treasuiy,  who  opted  to 
move  across  to  become  the 
LME *s  director  of  compliance. 
He  turned  up  at  Leadenhall 
Street  along  with  an  old 
friend,  a  largp  yucca  plant, 
from  which,  it  seems,  he  is 
inseparable. 

I  ask  the  LME  whether 
Haslam ,  too,  has  .any  old 
friends  who  have  accompa¬ 
nied  him  on  the  voyage  from 
Whitehall,  but  I  detect  a 
slight  chill  in  the  air  on  the 
mention  of  yucca  plants  and 
do  not  feel  like  pressing  the 
matter. 


haps  he  should  let  Dawn 
Primarolo,  Economic  Secre¬ 
tary  to  theTreasuiy,  out  of  her 
box  to  front  these  affairs. 
Primarolo,  an  expert  on  tax. 
has  not  been  seen  in  public  for 
ages,  and  fears  are  growing 
for  her  safety. 


Bass  line 

THE  phrase  “we  never  com¬ 
ment  nti  market  speculation” 
has  become  a  mantra,  for  Sir 
fan  Prosser  and  his  colleagues 
at  Bass  over  the  years.  Sure 
enough,  yesterday  he.  refused 
to  make  any  comment  on  foe 
suggestion  that  tie  might  be 
trying  to'sefl  the  group’s  Gala 


□A  BRACE  of  former  senior 
civil  servants  have  popped  up 
at  the  London  Metal  Ex¬ 
change.  Jonathan  Haslam  ar¬ 
rives  on  Monday  as  director  of 
corporate  affairs.  Haslam  was 
head  of  public  relations  at  the 
Department  for  Education 
and  Employment  and  a  for¬ 
mer. press  secretary  for  John. 
Major,  but  he  was  one  ef  those 
who  .  fell  foul  of  the 
Woshingtopisodonqfthe  Civ¬ 
il  Service,  the  decision  by  .  new 
Labour  to  follow  the  transat¬ 
lantic  .  mood  and  put  •  their 
own.  placemen  into  govern^ 
ment  informatkmposts. ' 

Only  just  arrived  at  the 
LME  is  Alan  Whiting.former 


TV  times 

l  HEAR  of  a  tender  moment  at 
foe  dinner  that,  accompanied 
last  week’s  Interbuild  confer¬ 
ence  in  Birmingham.  The  en¬ 
tertainment  included  Jim 
Davidson,  the  comedian,  and 
a  Shirley  Bassey  impressionist 
of  doubtful  gender. 

The  impressionist  wan¬ 
dered  among  the  guests  to  ser¬ 
enade  them.  S/he  ended  up 
sitting  on  the  lap- of  Neville 
Simms,  foe  deeply  butch  chief 
executive  of  Tarmac  —  and 
then  kissed  him- Simms  has 
threatened  terrible  conse-. 
quences  if  foe  impressionist 
turns  out  to  be  a  man. 

Martin  Waller 


Mean  Fiddler  looks 
to  City  venue  for 
funds  for  expansion 


There  are  many  ways  w 
expand  a  furniture  busi¬ 
ness.  One  of  the  less 
obvious  strategies  is  to  diversi¬ 
ty  into  nightclub  ownership 
and  music  festival  promotion, 
and  find  yourself,  25  years  on, 
with  the  biggest  live  music 
empire  in  Britain  and  a  shop 
full  of  second-hand  dentists’ 
chairs  In  North  London. 

Yet  that  is  how  Vince  Power, 
the  stocky  50-year-old  behind 
the  Mean  Fiddler  Organis¬ 
ation.  built  an  estimated  L30 
million  personal  fortune  and 
ended  up  running  a  bars, 
venues  and  music  festivals 
company  that  is  expected  to 
float  on  foe  Stock  Exchange  at 
the  end  of  this  month. 

Power,  a  taciturn  Irishman, 
waited  until  he  was  34  before 
making  his  first  move  into  the 
music  industry  —  a  move  he  is 
celebrating  this  week.  15  years 
on  —  after  longing  for  years  to 
set  up  his  own  Nashvftle-style 
country  music  bar.  “1  never 
realty  wanted  it  to  be  my  main 
business,  more  like  a  hobby," 
he  says.  “I  had  been  buying 
and  selling  furniture  for  the 
previous  ten  years,  but  for  me 
music  was  more  interesting." 

.  Power  raised  £245,000 
through  loans  and  his  business 
to  buy  and  dewlap  a  dub  in 
Hartesden.  Northwest  London, 
formerly  owned  fry  Terry 
Downes,  then  a  famous  boxer. 
He  called  it  the  Mean  Fiddler, 
and  claims  it  was  London’s  first 
Ameri can-style  venue,  hosting 
bands  which  played  country  or 
traditional  Irish  music. 

After  18  months  of  losses  — 
subsidised  by  his  furniture 
deals  —  he  opened  the  dub  to 
bands  that  played  other  kinds 
of  music.  “I  wasn’t  a  great  fan 
of  it  but  it  opened  my  mind  to 
new  ways  of  thinking,"  says 


Power,  famously  stubborn 

Power,  who  ended  up  putting 
on  such  bands  as  Village 
People  and  Sonic  Youth. 

The  company  grew 
graduallyand  by  the  late  19S0s 
it  had  a  French  restaurant,  and 
had  bought  other  venues  that 
became  places  for  young  trend¬ 
setters  to  see  and  be  seen. 

The  Mean  Fiddler  Organisa¬ 
tion  opened  more  venues  in  the 
1990s,  but  the  company  really 
began  to  attract  attention  in 
1989  when  if  was  asked  to  turn 
round  foe  failing  Reading  rock 
music  festival. 

The  year  Mean  Fiddler  be¬ 
came  involved^  visitors  to  the 
festhal  rose  fourfold,  but  Pow¬ 
er  found  himself  engaged  in  a 
fierce  battle  over  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  profits.  But  rather  than 
give  up  on  the  music  festival 
business  he  set  up  a  rival  event 
near  Srratford-upon-Avon. 
called  foe  Phoenix,  "which  I 
thought  was  a  fitting  name". 

Although  the  Pheonix  festi¬ 
val  was  a  commercial  success. 
Power  still  wanted  a  stake  in 
Reading.  By  chance,  he  fbund  a 
property  dealer  who  knew  foe 


site's  owner  and.  after  offering 
him  25  times  what  he  was 
already  getting,  closed  a  deal. 

This  stubbornness  and  abili¬ 
ty  to  pull  off  seemingly  impossi¬ 
ble  deals  won  him  few  friends 
among  his  business  rivals,  but 
allowed  his  company  to  contin¬ 
ue  to  grow  with  increasing 
confidence  during  foe  early 
1990s.  More  festivals  were 
organised,  including  The 
Fleadh.  now  held  every  year  in 
London  and  Glasgow,  in  1995 
foe  company  opened  its  first 
overseas  venue  in  Dublin. 

Over  the  past  two  years. 
Mean  Fiddler  has  been  focused 
on  opening  more  bars  and  has 
also  staged  its  first  festival 
abroad,  foe  New  York  Fleadh. 
It  plans  to  use  cash  raised  from 
iis  flotation  to  open  more 
regional  bars  in  the  UK,  and 
establish  venues  in  America. 


P 


ower  is  aware  that  foe 
City  may  not  warm  to 
such  an  unorthodox 
company  —  “they  called  it  ‘a 
spiv  floor  whatever  that 
means."  he  sneers  —  but  is 
confident  its  flotation  will  go 
ahead  successfully.  However, 
he  admits  that  his  stubborn¬ 
ness  means  that  the  company 
keeps  getting  embroiled  .  in 
costly  legal  disputes. 

The  long-term  future  of 
Mean  Fiddler  is  an  open  book. 
Power  says,  though  he  laughs 
ar  foe  idea  of  Mean  Fiddler 
theme  bars.  “I  got  lost  in  Soho 
and  it  wouldn’t  have  happened 
if  there  hadn’t  been  so  many 
damn  Pret  a  Mangers,"  he 
says.  "You  look  at  one  and  you 
think  you  know  where  you  are, 
then  around  the  comer  there’s 
another  one.  1  prefer  it  when  no 
two  places  are  foe  same." 

Chris  Ayres 


Marketing  Scholarships 
in  North  America 

As  pan  of  che  DTIs  North  America  Now  campaign, this  unique 
opportunity  to  study  marketing  in  Canada  and  the  United  States  is 
offered  to  British  marketing  executives.  The  two  week  programmes 
will  rake  place  in  April/May  1998. 

»$■>  In  Canada,  the  four  scholarships  will  he  at  the  University 
of  Western  Ontario's  Richard  Ivey  Business  School. 

In  the  US.  the  ten  scholarships  will  be  at  che  JL  Kellogg 
Graduate  School  of  Management. 

Applicants  should  be  employed  by  UK  companies  who  are 
active  or  potential  exporters  to  North  America  and  have  export 
marketing  or  export  sales  experience. 

Closing  dates:  US  31  December  1997  Canada  31  January  1998 

For  further  details  and  an  application  form,  telephone: 

0171  215  8145  or  0171  215  4305,  or  fax  us  on  0171  215  4604 

NORTH  AMERICA  NOW 
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Rules  for  goodwill 
and  intangibles 
published  by  ASB 


FINANCE  directors  will  at 
last  have  some  certainly  pro¬ 
vided  over  the  treatment  oF 
goodwill  and  intangible  assets 
with  the  publication  today  of 
definitive  rules. 

Financial  Reporting  Stan¬ 
dard  10  (FRS10)  has  been 
years  in  the  making  and  will 
move  financial  reporting 
away  from  the  current  bewil¬ 
dering  choice  of  treatments 
and  towards  a  system  that  will 


By  Robert  Bruce 

show  purchased  goodwill  and 
intangible  assets  on  a  compa¬ 
ny's  balance  sheet. 

Under  the  old  rules  compan¬ 
ies  wore  able  to  write  off  good¬ 
will  and  so  disguise  the  poor 
performance  of  acquisitions. 
Under  the  new  rules  goodwill 
and  intangible  assets  will  be 
shown  on  the  balance  sheet  and 
amortised  over  their  expected 
lives  up  to  a  limit  of  20  years. 
For  assets,  particularly  long- 


lived  brand  names,  which  are 
expected  to  last  longer,  a 
system  of  impairment  reviews 
and  tests  has  been  devised. 

The  chairman  of  the 
Accounting  Standards  Board, 
Sir  David  Tweed  ie,  said: 
“With  this  new  standard  in 
place,  goodwill  will  no  longer 
abruptly  disappear  from  the 
balance  sheet.  Instead  h  will 
be  shown  alongside  a  compa¬ 
ny’s  assets  to  reflect  the  fact 
that  it  is  part  of  the  cost  of 
buying  a  business,  a  cost  for 
which  management  remains 
accountable." 

The  search  for  a  solution  to 
the  problem  of  goodwill  has 
taken  years  and  even  now  one 
member  of  the  ASB,  Ray 
Hinton,  of  Arthur  Andersen, 
has  had  his  dissenting  view 
hum  the  standard  published 
with  the  new  rules. 

As  ASB  project  director, 
Joan  Brown,  said:  “There  is 
not  a  purist  solution  and  that 
is  the  problem."  The  new  rules 
are  also  being  followed  by 
proposals  being  put  forward 
by  die  international  financial 
reporting  rule  setters. 

Gerry  Adier,  head  of  audit¬ 
ing  at  KPMG  and  chairman  of 
the -audit  faculty  of  the  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Chartered  Accountants 
in  England  and  Wales,  said 
that  company  directors  would 
have  to  pet  their  act  together. 
“Goodwill  now  cannot  bypass 
the  profit  and  loss  account," he 
said  “Even  unrecognised  in¬ 
tangibles  included  in  goodwill 
will  potentially  form  the  basis 
of  a  profit  and  loss  charge.  The 
scope  for  ‘accounting  arbi¬ 
trage'  should  therefore  be 
reduced." 
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WTO  may  delay 
telecoms  reform 


By  A  Correspondent 


tify  the  agreement  by  the 
adline  of  the  end  of  Nov- 


THE  World  Trade  Organis¬ 
ation  may  postpone  imple¬ 
mentation  of  its  agreement  to 
liberalise  telecommunicat¬ 
ions  from  the  scheduled  date 
of  January  f.  1998,  European 
Commission  sources  said. 

About  IS  countries  failed  to 
ratif 
deac 

ember  and  the  50  nations 
that  have  signed  up  must  de¬ 
cide  whether  to  start  in  Janu¬ 
ary  or  delay  for  two  months. 

The  source  said:  “When  we 
extended  the  talks  for  nine 
months  [to  February  I5|.  we 
did  not  extend  the  period  for 
ratification.  In  the  first  three 
weeks  of  December,  we  have 
to  decide  if  we  start  on  Janu- 
aiy  I.  1998,  and  other  coun¬ 
tries  join  progressively  or  if 
we  delay  for  two  months." 

Delay  would  prevent  any 
complaints  being  filed  by  the 


E  U.  such  as  over  charges  far 
satellite  frequency  reloca¬ 
tion.  or  on  US  Federal  Com¬ 
munication  Commission 
rules  on  licensing  foreign 
operators,  (he  source  sard. 

WTO  members  will  assess 
matters  this  week,  the  source 
said,  noting  that  Argentina 
and  Chile  have  yet  to  sign.  “If 
we  were  just  talking  about  El 
Salvador  or  Nicaragua,  then 
no  one  would  make  a  big 
deal.”  the  source  said. 

A  WTO  source  said  that 
those  not  to  have  ratified  in¬ 
clude  Bolivia  and  die  EU 
countries  Belgium  and  Spain. 
The  WTO  is  likely  to  decide 
upon  the  deal's  start  date 
when  officials  meet  on  De¬ 
cember  12  in  Geneva. 

The  European  Commis¬ 
sion  source  said:  “There  are 
still  enormous  parts  we 
don’t  like." 


Directors 
will  hold 
55%  of  ScS 
after  float 

By  Our  City  Staff 

SCS  UPHOLSTERY  plans  to 
float  an  the  stock  market  via  a 
£15  million  placing  at  105p  per 
share,  capitalising  the  com¬ 
pany  at  £33.4  million.  After  the 
float  three  directors  and  one 
ex-director  will  hold  55  per 
cent  of  the  company. 

The  company  expects  deal¬ 
ings  to  begin  on  December  8. 
Its  placing  has  been  folly 
underwritten  by  Singer  & 
Fried  lander.  Collins  Stewart  is 
stockbroker  to  the  issue. 

ScS  is  a  specialist  retailer  of 
fabric  and  leather  upholstered 
furniture  based  in  Sunderland 
and  operates  from  eight  stores 
in  the  North  East  and  four  in 
the  Midlands. 

ScS  began  trading  in  Sun¬ 
derland  as  a  general  home 
furnishings  store  about  1890. 
Mike  Browne,  chief  executive, 
joined  the  business  in  1975  and 
refocused  it  to  specialise  in 
upholstered  furniture.  . 

In  1993  the  business  was 
acquired  in  a  management 
buyout  by  Mr  Browne,  Neville 
Feppiatt  and  Irvin  Bamfbrd. 
who  are  executive  directors, 
and  another  director,  who  has 
subsequently  retired. 

Turnover  has  grown  to 
£23.69  million  for  the  year  to 
September  30,  from  E1Z42 
million  in  the  year  to  Septem¬ 
ber  30. 1995.  In  the  same  time 
adjusted  profit  before  tax  has 
grown  to  E3.L5  million  from 
£990,000. 

The  placing  comprises  1432 
million  ordinary  shares, 
which  are  bring  sold  by  cer¬ 
tain  of  the  directors'  associated 
family  trusts.  Hie  shares  are 
being  placed  with  institutional 
and  other  investors. 

ScS  said  that  it  is  not  raising 
any  money  under  the  placing 
because  die  directors  are  satis¬ 
fied  that  the  company  will 
generate  sufficient  funds  for 
its  forseeable  requirements. 

Tepnel  split 
on  Madden 
replacement 

By  Our  City  Staff 

TEPNEL  LIFE  SCIENCES  has 
announced  that  it  is  affected  by 
a  boardroom  split,  with  direc¬ 
tors  locked  in  a  power  struggle 
over  the  succession  to  Kit 
Madden,  the  outgoing  non¬ 
executive  chairman. 

to  a  statement  to  the  London 
Stock  Exchange,  Tepnel  said 
that  when  Mr  Madden  steps 
down  at  the  annual  meeting 
an  December  29  most  direc¬ 
tors  propose  dial  he  should  be 
replaced  by  one  of  their  num¬ 
ber,  Peter  Raymond. 

A  rebel  set  of  directors,  led 
by  Stephen  Minter.  die  science 
director,  will  propose  that  Mr 
Raymond  should  be  removed 
from  the  board  and  new  board 
members  elected. 

The  majority  grouping  of 
Mr  Madden,  Mr  Raymond, 
Simon  Douglas,  the  chief  op¬ 
erating  officer,  and  Alec  Craig, 
a  non-executive  director,  want 
Mr  Minter  removed  from  the 
board. 

Mr  Minter  is  supported  by 
Anthony  Warburton,  the  fi¬ 
nance  director,  and  is  propos¬ 
ing  to  appoint  three  directors. 
Mr  Minter  is  making  his 
proposals  “in  his  capacity  as  a 
shareholder  holding  the  requi¬ 
site  percentage  of  voting  rights 
entitling  him  to  give  the  rele¬ 
vant  notice”,  a  Tepnel  spokes¬ 
person  said. 

The  shares  rose  Zh  p  to  58p 
yesterday. 
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O’Reilly  steps  down 
as  HJ  Heinz  chief 

TONY  O’REILLY,  the  flamboyant  head  of  HJ  Heinz,  has 
stepped  down  as  chief  executive,  handing  ewer  day-to-day 
control  of  the  company  to  his  top  lieutenant  amid  criticism 
that  Heinz  stock  gains  have  not  been  as  stunning  as  Mr 
O'Refliys  pay. 

Mr  O'Reilly.  61.  will  stay  on  as  chairman  for  three  more 
years,  but  will  not  hold  an  executive  title.  The  Heinz  president, 
William  R.  Johnson,  48,  has  been  groomed  to  succeed  Mr 
O’Reilly  and  takes  over  as  chief  executive.  Heinz’s  stock  price 
surged  in  the  years  after  Mr  O'Reillys  1979  appointment  as 
chief  executive,  but  in  recent  years  the  returns  nave  tagged  the 
overall  stock  market  while  Mr  O’Reilly  has  remained  among 
the  highest-paid  American  executives. 

Ashanti  mine  financed 

ASHANTI  GOLDFIELDS  has  signed  a  $40  million  (£24 
million)  project-financing  deal  for  the  construction  of  the 
Sigufai  goldmine  in  northeastern  Guinea.  The  financing, 
arranged  and  folly  underwritten  by  Socfete  Griterale  through 
its  London  office,  is  a  senior  debt  facility  to  Ashanti’S  85  per 
cent-owned  Guinea  affiliate,  Socfete  Ashanti  Goldfields  de 
Guinea,  with  a  final  maturity  in  2001.  The  Siguiri  project, 
being  undertaken  by  Ashanti'S  projects  division  at  a  capital 
cost  of  $55  million,  is  expected  to  produce  about  150,000  ounces 
of  gold  a  year  at  a  cash  cost  of  about  $220  an  ounce. 

John  Tams  talks  end 

SHARES  in  John  Tams  fell  9‘ap,  to  34l*p.  after  the  china  and 
earthenware  manufacturer  announced  the  end  of  bid  talks  that 
ft  had  said,  on  September  8,  might  lead  to  an  offer  being  made 
for  the  company.  Gerald  Taras,  chairman,  said:  “The  company 
is  well  structured  after  the  recent  rationalisation  programme. 
Various  additional  initiatives  and  products  have  also  been 
introduced,  and  these  provide  us  with  strengths  and 
opportunities."  He  added:  “We  continue  to  be  concerned  by  the 
impact  of  the  strength  of  sterling  on  our  markets,  but 
nevertheless  look  forward  to  the  challenges  of  1998." 

Ford  pay  deal  plea 

FORD  workers  are  to  be  urged  to  accept  the  car  company's 
“final”  pay  offer,  worth  at  least  8.75  per  cent  over  the  next 
two  years,  union  leaders  decided  yesterday.  Shop  stewards 
from  plants  across  the  country,  who  were  meeting  in 
London,  agreed  to  recommend  acceptance  of  the  proposed 
desd.  Workers,  will  now  be  balloted  on  the  offer  of  a  43  per 
cent  pay  rise  in  the  first  year  and  an  increase  of  435  per 
cent  or  the  rate  of  inflation  plus  035  per  cent,  whichever  is 
greater,  in  the  second  year.  The  result  of  the  ballot  will  be 
known  on  December  12. 

Lovell  passes  on  payout 

YJ  LOVELL,  the  construction  group  undergoing  a  restructur¬ 
ing  plan,  reduced  pre-tax  losses  from  £11.7  million  to  £1.5 
million  m  the  year  to  September  30,  mainly  through  a 
reduction  of  overheads  and  redundancies.  Turnover  fell  10.8 
per  cent  from  E254  million  to  £227  million,  and  the  company 
said  that,  in  spite  of  the  healthy  UK  economy,  margins  had 
also  foiled  to  improve.  Losses  per  share  fell  from  325p  to  7p, 
and  no  dividend  will  be  paid.  Lovell  now  intends  to  concentrate 
on  reducing  debt,  and  simplify  its  capital  structure  by 
establishing  longer-term  facilities  with  fewer  lenders. 

Tobacco  offer  of  $250m 

US  TOBACCO  companies  have  offered  to  pay  $250  million 
(£!51_5  million)  to  anti-tobacco  lawyers  this  year  in  an  effort  to 
secure  congressional  approval  of  the  $3685  billion  tobacco 
health  settlement.  The  five  companies,  including  BAT.  are 
worried  that  Republicans  in  Congress  will  use  objections  to  the 
legal  costs  incurred  by  state  governments  during  negotiations 
to  vote  down  the  agreement.  Concluded  earlier  this  year,  it 
protects  the  companies  against  future  class  action  suits  by  ill 
smokers  in  return  for  making  non-spedfic  damages  payments 
that  will  be  used  to  subsidise  public  healthcare. 

Blues  enter  the  black 

BIRMINGHAM  CITY,  the  first  division  football  club  which 
floated  on  the  Alternative  Investment  Market  in  March, 
moved  into  the  black  during  the  year  to  August  31,  from  pre-tax 
losses  of  £1.9  million  to  profits  of  £1.1  million.  Turnover  rose  4 
per  cent  to  £7.6  million  and  losses  per  share  of  53p  became 
earnings  of  152p.  No  dividend  will  be  paid.  The  dub  said  that 
although  it  had  spent  E4.1  million  on  new  players,  the  sale  of 
players  helped  ft  to  a  profit  of  £209,000.  It  added  that  there  is 
still  money  to  spend  on  the  squad,  and  it  expects  soon  to  launch 
a  dub  newspaper  and  a  mail-order  Internet  site. 

BTG’s  loss  deepens 

BTG,  which  patents  and  licenses  new  technology,  si 
further  into  the  red  during  the  six  months  to  September  9, ! 
£170,000  to  £4  million,  although  it  said  that  losses  were  smaller 
than  expected.  Turnover  fell  26  per  cent,  from  £12  million  to  £9 
million,  as  key  patents  expired,  and  lasses  per  share  deepened 
from  O.Bp  to  4.65p.  Again  no  interim  dividend  will  be  paid. 
BTG  said  that  the  £25  million  it  raised  in  May  through  a 
placing  would  be  used  to  expand  the  business.  The  company 
said  that  It  had  signed  16  new  licences,  which  had  resulted  in 
licence  income  exceeding  internal  targets. 


Holliday  soars  as  City 
mulls  over  bid  prospect 


By  Our  City  Staff 

SHARES  in  Holliday  Chemi¬ 
cal  Holdings  soared  35p  to 
230p  as  the  Qcty  mulled  over 
the  prospect  of  a  £200  million- 

pfos  bid  for  the  company, 
alluded  to  in  the  announce¬ 
ment  of  a  bid  approach  earlier 
this  week. 

Analysts  believe  that  a  bid 
for  HoUiday  would  have  to  be 
pitched  anywhere  between 
235p  and  320p  a  share,  with 
the  support  of  Michael 
Peagram,  the  chairman,  cru¬ 
cial  to  the  success  of  any  offer. 

Mr  Peagram  currently 
bolds  a  near  18  percent  stake 
m  the  company  and  ha< 
options  over  further  stock. 
Most  chemical  sector  watch¬ 
ers.  therefore;  feel  an  agreed 
bMwffi  be  necessary  to  secure 
control — as  long  as  it  is  at  tiie 
right  price. 

One  said;  “If  Mr  Peagram 
agrees  to  sell  our  the  others 
will  just  follow,  but  it  has  got 
to  be  a  good  deal  for  him."  If  a 
bidder  .can  secure  Mr 
Peagram’s  support,  the  deal 
could  be  executed  by  the  end 


Peagram;  key  stakeholder 


of  tiie  year.  “I  think  it  will  go 
quickly.  If  Mr  Peagram  gets 
the.  right  price;  it  could  all  be 
over  by  Christmas.** 

News  of  the  bid  comes  just 
one  ■  week  ■  after  Hercules 
launched  a  £1.067 billion  hostile 
bid  for  Allied  Colloids.  Earlier 
this  year  IC3  paid  £4.9  billion 

for  the  speciality  chemical  busi¬ 
nesses  of  Unilever,  the  food  and 
consumer  goods  group. 

Holliday’s  disclosure  of  the 
negotiations  is  seen  by  many 


the  market’s  belief  that  l 
whole  of  the  British  seem 
line  chemicals  industry  is 
play,  especially  as  for  most 
the  year  these  stocks  hi 
underperformed  the  maxi 
because  of  concerns  ab< 
sterling’s  strength. 

Analysis  see  Holiday's  pfa 
maceuticaj  intermediaries  bi 
ness,  which  over  recent  ye 
has  switched  from  being  a 
grade’'  generic  supplier  to  l 

quality"  end  of  the  market, 
be  the  “jewel  in  the  crown".  T 
UK  and  European  pigme 
and  dyes  businesses  could  a 
be  attractive  to  other  special 
companies  - 

One  analyst  said  fl 
potting  HoUiday  on  a  sec 
rating  produces  a  take* 
price  of  278p  to  290p.  But 
said  that  putting  HoUiday 
a  similar  price-to-sales  ratic 
Allied  -CoUoids  would  givi 
takeout  price  of 320p. 

He  suggested  that  them 
likely  bidder  is  a  Brit 
comiany.  with  Laporte  a 
Harrisons  &  Crosfidd-  narr 
as  potentials. 
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Russia 
seeks 
$2bn  loan 
to  head 
off  crisis 

By  Our  Financial  Staff 


THE  Russian  Govern¬ 
ment.  in  the  throes  of  a 
deepening  financial  crisis, 
is  scrambling  for  cash, 
including  a  syndicated 
loan  of  up  to  $2  billion 
(EI.l  billion)  and  addition¬ 
al  help  .from  the  IMF. 
Western  banking  sources 
said. 

To  avoid  the  political 
fallout  oF  failing  to  meet 
ambitious  year-end  prom¬ 
ises  and  solve  a  growing 
funding  crisis.  Kremlin 
officials  and  bankers  have 
met.  this  week  lo  discuss 
raising  cash  quickly. 

“We  are  discussing  with 
other  banks  the  possibility 
of  financing  the  Russian 
Federation  at  the  Govern¬ 
ment’s  request,"  Marc 
Hotimsky.  the  head  of  glob¬ 
al  fixed  income  at  Credit 
Suisse  First  Boston,  said. 

He  declined  to  comment 
on  the  size  of  the  credit. 
The  bank  was  one  of  four 
suggested  that  First  Depu¬ 
ty  Prime  Minister  Anatoly 
Chubais  bad  contacted  in 
an  effort  to  find  an  emer¬ 
gency  financing  package 
worth  up  to  $2  billion. 

Senior  bankers  said  the 
talks  were  consistent  with 
what  appears  to  be  an 
increasingly  frenzied 
search  for  cash,  and  West¬ 
ern  sources  said  the  size  of 
the  loan  could  be  $1.5 
billion.  "It  has  been  abso¬ 
lutely  dear  for  some  time 
that  the  Government  has 
been  frantically  rushing 
around,  trying  to  raise 
cash."  said  one  banker, 
who  asked  not  to  be  identi¬ 
fied. 

Mr  Chubais  said  that 
the  country's  economic  re¬ 
covery  had  been  set  back 
by  six  months  and  rising 
interest  rates  could  choke 
off  hopes  of  a  recovery 
next  spring. 

Tax  collection  is  abys¬ 
mally  low  and  the  cost  of 
borrowing  has  soared.  At 
the  same  time,  key  oil 
privatisations,  which  were 
to  have  injeded  billions  of 
dollars  into  state  coffers, 
have  either  been  cancelled 
at  the  last  minute  or  post¬ 
poned. 


Dominique  Strauss- Kahn  says  Toyota  is  “virtually  certain"  to  choose  France,  rather  than  expand  its  plant  in  Derby 

France  claims  victory  in 
battle  for  Toyota  plant 


From  A  Correspondent  in  Paris 


TOYOTA  MOTOR  CORP,  the 
Japanese  carmaker,  is  virtual¬ 
ly  certain  to  choose  France  as 
thesite  of  its  second  European 
car  plant,  according  lo  Domi¬ 
nique  Strauss- Kahn,  the 
French  Finance  Minister. 

The  long-awaited  decision  is 
being  touted  by  the  Socialist- 
led  French  Government  as 
proof  that  its  plans  to  reduce 
the  legal  working  week  from 
39  hours  lo  35  hours  will  not 
deter  investment  in  France. 

Such  a  decision  by  Toyota 
would  be  a  blow  to  the  British 
economy.  Toyota  built  a  huge 
plant  at  Derby  in  the  late  19S0s 
and  it  was  widely  hoped  that 
further  expansion  of  the 
Bumaston  site  would  create 
thousands  of  jobs. 

M  Strauss-Kahn  said:  "1 
believe  that  Toyota  has  indeed 
taken  a  decision  to  come  to 
France.  Some  aspects  on  the 
choice  of  the  site  are  still  under 


discussion,  so  1  do  not  want-to 
make  a  definitive  statement. 
But  Toyota's  coming  to  France 
is  virtually  certain.” 

French  and  Japanese  sources 
have  suggested  that  Toyota  has 
decided  to  build  its  second 
European  car  plant  in  Valenci¬ 
ennes.  an  industrial  blacks  pot 
in  northern  France.  However, 
there  have  also  been  sugges¬ 
tions  in  France  that  Toyota  was 
looking  at  building  the  plant  in 
Longwy.  a  depressed  former 
steel  town  in  eastern  France. 
Valenciennes,  however,  is  the 
French  favourite. 

Toyota  has  declined  to  com¬ 
ment  on  the  site  of  the  plant, 
planned  to  build  small  cars  for 
the  European  market  but  it 
has  promised  a  decision  by  the 
end  of  the  year.  Toyota  sprang 
to  prominence  during  a  pre¬ 
election  row  in  Britain  over 
European  policy.  If  Britain 
were  not  to  join  the  European 


single  currency.  Toyota  said, 
then  its  new  plant  would  be 
built  on  mainland  Europe. 

An  official  in  the  office  of 
Lionel  Jospin,  the  French 
Prime  Minister,  said  yester¬ 
day  rhar  France  is  still  awak¬ 
ing  nonce  of  Toyota’s  derision. 
Last  week  officials  said  that 
they  expected  Toyota^  deri¬ 
sion  to  be  announced  in  the 
week  beginning  December  8. 

The  French  estimate  that 
Toyota's  decision  to  come  to 
France  would  mean  an  invest¬ 
ment  of  Fr35  billion  {£357 
million)  and  create  2,000 jobs. 
Some  sources  have  estimated 
the  total  number  of  potential 
jobs  to  be  6,000,  made  up  of 
2.000  direct  jobs  and  4,000 
indirect  jobs. 

Toyota’s  arrival  in*  France 
\ypuld  be  a.  triumph  .for  the, 
Government, -whidi  swept  ter 
power  in  a  surprise  election 
victory  in  June  after  it  had 


pledged  to  reduce  the  coun¬ 
try's  unemployment,  running 
at  125  per  cent 

The  Government  has  come 
under  fire  from  employers 
who  say  that  its  plan  to  reduce 
the  legal  working  week  from 
the  year  2000  will  deter  invest¬ 
ment  and  therefore  run 
counter  to  its  very  aim  of 
boosting  employment 

Toyota  is  thought  to  be  keen 
on  France  because  of  the  size 
of  its  car  market  and  because 
of  its  geographical  position  in 
the  heart  of  Europe.  Analysts 
havesaid  that  the  access  to 
Britain  provided  by  the  Chan¬ 
nel  Tunnel  has  made  northern 
France  attractive  as  a  site  for 
the  plant. 

It  is  believed  that  Paris  has 
not  had  to  resort  to  a  subsidy 
.  wa^to  „  persuade  Toyota  to, 
chooser  France  above  other, 
potential  rivalst  -mciudLag.the 
Irish  Republic  and  Poland. 


Japanese 
economy 
registers 
slight  rise 
in  GDP 


From  A  Correspondent 

IN  TOKYO 

JAPAN’S  economy  showed  a 
slight  rebound  in  the  July- 
September  period  after 
shrinking  sharply  in  the  previ¬ 
ous  quarter  because  of  a  rise  in 
the  national  sales  tax,  the 
Government's  Economic 
Planning  Agency  (EPA]  said. 

Gross  domestic  product,  the 
total  output  of  goods  and 
services  minus  net  income 
from  overseas  production, 
rose  a  real  05  per  cent  in  the 
three  months  to  September 
from  the  previous  quarter,  the 
same  as  a  3.1  per  cent  rise  on 
an  annualised  basis. 

Real  GDP  fell  a  revised  2JS 
per  cent  in  the  April-June 
quarter,  or  by  an  annualised 
10.6  per  cent  Economists  had 
forecast  growth  in  real  gross 
domestic  product  in  July-Sep- 
tember  of  1.1  per  cent  from  the 
April-June  quarter. 

Economists  said  greater  pri¬ 
vate  consumption  and  capital 
spending  were  thought  to 
have  contributed  to  the  July- 
September  growth,  as  the 
negative  effects  from  an  in¬ 
crease  in  the  sales  tax  on  April 
I  slowly  dissipated.  Housing 
investment  and  public  spend¬ 
ing  continued  to  be  weak  in 
the  quarter. 

The  economists  added  that 
exports  stayed  strong,  but  net 
export  growth  lagged  behind 
that  of  tiie  April-June  quarter. 

Hie  Tokyo  stock  market  had 
earlier  dosed  with  moderate 
losses  ahead  of  the  announce¬ 
ment  of  the  GDP  figures.  The 
Nikkei  average  ended  down 
324.78  points,  or  1.92  per  cent, 
at  1658551.  Its  December  fu¬ 
tures  were  down  260  at  16,640. 

Mikihiro  Matsuoka,  a  se¬ 
nior  economist  at  Daiwa 
Institute  of  Research,  said 
the  data  showed  that  the 
Japanese  economy  had  al¬ 
ready  slipped  into  recession. 
"I  think  the  Japanese  eco¬ 
nomic  recovery  for  the  .  sec¬ 
ond  quarter  has  been  slower 
than  many  people  expected, 
showing  that  the  economy 
has  actually  been  in  a  reces¬ 
sionary  phase  since  the 
April-June  quarter,"  he  said- 

"I  expect  the  cyclical 
downturn  could  continue  for 
more  than  two  years.  The 
reason  is,  we,  don't expect  a 
very  strong  stimulative  poli¬ 
cy/*  Mr  Matsuoka  added. 


Greenspan  says 
world  will  be 
stronger  after 
Asian  shake-up 

From  A  Correspondent  in  new  york 


ALAN  GREENSPAN,  Chair¬ 
man  of  America’s  Federal 
Reserve,  believes  that  the 
world  economy  will  emerge 
stronger  once  Asia's  financial 
problems  have  been  resolved. 

But  Mr  Greenspan  told  the 
Economic  Club  of  New  York, 
a  gathering  df  top  executives  at 
leading  financial  institutions, 
that  developing  countries 
needed  to  bolster  their  bank¬ 
ing  systems  and  open  up  their 
markets  to  return  to  the  rapid 
growth  rates  of  the  past. 

"While  the  adjustments  may 
be  difficult  for  a  time,  these 
crises  will  pass.  Stronger  indi¬ 
vidual  economies  and  a  more 
robust  and  efficient  interna¬ 
tional  economic  and  financial 
system  will  surely  emerge  in 
their  wake." 

Mr  Greenspan  said  a  slow¬ 
down  in  Asian  growth  was 
inevitable,  but  that  this  could 
be  temporary.  He  said:  “J  say 
temporary  because  there  is  no 
reason  that  above-average 
growth  in  countries  that  are 
still  in  a  position  to  gain  from 
catching  up  with  the  prevail¬ 
ing  technology  cannot  persist 
for  a  very  long  time,  provided 
their  markets  are  opened  to 
tiie  full  force  of  competition. 

"We  should  strongly  stress 
to  the  newer  members  of  the 
international  financial  system, 
the  emerging  economies,  that 
they  should  accelerate  the 
restructuring  of  their  financial 
systems  in  their  own 
interests." 

Economists  expect  the  trou¬ 
bles  in  Asia  and  its  possible 
fallout  in  the  US  to  prevent  tiie 


Greenspan:  “crises  will  pass" 


Fed  from  altering  interest 
rates  at  its  December  16 
meeting,  in  spite  of  fears  that 
tight  American  labour  mar¬ 
kets  could  fan  wage-driven 
inflationary  pressures.  "Ser¬ 
vice  prices  |in  the  USJ . . .  are 
still  moving  at  a  pace  above 
what  one  would  characterise 
as  price  stability,"  Mr 
Greenspan  said,  underscoring 
that  the  Fed's  main  policy 
objective  is  price  stability. 

In  an  unusually  candid 
acknowledgment,  he  said  the 
Fed  was  equally  concerned 
about  the  inflation  or  deflation 
risks  to  the  economy.  Defla¬ 
tion,  or  a  loss  of  assets'  value, 
results  in  a  serious  drag  on  the 
economy.  Mr  Greenspan  also 
pointed  out  that  deflation  is 
often  a  consequence  of  a  one¬ 
time  financial  asset  bubble. 

Aware  of  strong  American 
growth,  markets  have  been 
focusing  on  Asia's  troubled 
emerging  markets  and  on 
Japan.  Mr  Greenspan  said  the 
Japanese  Government  was  "fi¬ 
nally"  acting  appropriately  to 
deal  with  domestic  banking 
problems. 

“In  most  developed  nations, 
banking  systems  appear  rea¬ 
sonably  solid.  Japan  has  been 
somewhat  of  an  exception,  but 
there  have  been  some  positive 
signs  there  as  well."  he  said. 
“Banks  have  been  recognising 
losses,  and  the  Government 
seems  finally  to  be  appropriate¬ 
ly  addressing  their  problems." 

He  said  short-term  loans 
from  the  International  Mone¬ 
tary  Fund  were  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  US  because 
"any  severe  breakdown  can 
have  contagion  effects  on  a 
worldwide  basis.  Contagion  in 
Asia  had  been  particularly 
troublesome". 

Speaking  about  a  massive 
consolidation  within  the  bank¬ 
ing  industry.  Mr  Greenspan 
warned  his  audience  that  even 
these  huge  players  should  not 
be  complacent,  trusting  they 
would  automatically  be  bailed 
out  in  a  crisis.  There  'is  a  very 
strong  bias  against  the  too  big 
to  fail''  syndrome,  he  cau¬ 
tioned,  acknowledging  that 
players  siwxild  behave  difler- 
ently  knowing  they  were  not  in 
danger  ofbeing  allowed  to  fail. 


Tax  rules  must  be  simplified 


David  Brodic  says  the  system  will  not 
be  fair  unless  it  can  be  understood 


With  tax  high  on  the 
political  agenda,  it  is 
astonishing  how 
poorly  it  is  understood.  Most  of 
my  friends  cannot  explain  the 
PAYE  deductions  on  their  pay- 
slips.  while  an  independenr 
snidy  has  revealed  that  86  per 
cent  of  Citizens  Advice  Bureau 
managers  think  their  staff  are 
"uncomfortable**  advising  on 
tax.  And  there  is  significant  evi¬ 
dence  of  wrong  advice  front  the 
Inland  Revenue  itself. 

/Ml  this  is  hanlly  surprising 
when  one  considers  the  com¬ 
plex  rules  for  personal  reliefs, 
the  special  regime  for  savings 
income,  rhe  convoluted  provi¬ 
sions  for  benefits  in  kind,  and 
the  chaotic  relationship  be¬ 
tween  tax.  national  insurance 
(NI|  and  benefits.  These  are  jusf 
some  examples  from  a  list  uf 
100  tax  complexities  compiled 
by  TaxAid.  the  charily  which 
gives  free  advice  tu  taxpayers  on 
[aw  incomes  and  which  cele¬ 
brates  its  fifth  anniversary  this 
month. 

Public  incomprehension  is 
exacerbated  by  the  "paternalis¬ 
tic"  nature  of  the  system.  UK 

employees  have  never  had 

much  responsibility  for  their 
tax  affairs  beyond  advising  the 
Inspector  of  changes  in  person¬ 
al  circumstances.  Although  the 
self-employed  have  completed 
tax  returns,  the  Inspector  has 
assessed  their  liabilities. 

The  Revenue's  attitude  is 
revealed  in  a  leaflet  for  school- 
leavers:  "At  the  end  of  each  year 


your  employer  tells  us  haw 
much  you  have  earned  and  how 
much  tax  you  have  paid.  We 
will  check  to  make  sure  the 
figures  are  correct . . .  You  may 
find  that  checking  this  for 
yourself  isn't  easy." 

Indeed,  it  is  widely  held  that 
any  tax  regime  must  necessar¬ 
ily  be  complex  given  its  multiple 
tasks  of  raising  public  revenue, 
preventing  avoidance  and  eva¬ 
sion,  and  achieving  redistribu¬ 
tional  objectives,  m  a  very 
complex  world.  But  such  conv¬ 
entional  wisdom  is  increasingly 
unacceptable  with  an  expanded 
taxpaying  population,  chang¬ 
ing  work  patterns,  rhe  advent  of 
self-assessment,  and  new  atti¬ 
tudes  towards  citizens'  rights. 

As  recently  as  the  1960s  a 
married  man  with  two  children 
on  the  average  male  annual 
wage  was  below  the  tax  thresh¬ 
old.  Today  a  person  on  just  E 2 
an  hour  —  half  some  suggest¬ 
ions  for  the  minimum  wage  — 
may  suffer  both  tax  and  Nl.  If 
tax  is  charged  on  "poverty' 
wages"  we  cannot  risk  mis¬ 
takes  and  so  the  system  must  be 
transparent. 

Changing  work  patterns 
raise  further  difficulties.  Thirty 
years  ago  most  workers  were  in 
a  single  long-term  job,  and  the 
PAYE  system  coped  weiL  Inc¬ 
reasingly.  empliwves  have  mul¬ 
tiple  fart-time  employments  or 
a  series  of  short-term  jobs. 
PAYE  is  not  sufficiently  flexible 
and  many  low-paid  workers 
unknowingly  suffer  incorrect 


David  Brodie  wants  a  root-and-branch  reform  of  tax  law 


deductions.  If  these  are  too 
high,  ii  can  cause  hardship.  If 
too  low,  tax  arrears  and  debt 
may  ensue. 

Self-employed  numbers  have 
doubled  to  35  million  since 
1979.  Some  47  per  cent  earn 
profits  below  E7500  and  most 
of  them  cannot  afford  profes¬ 
sional  advice  and  so  miss  out  on 
reliefs  enjoyed  by  higher  earn¬ 
ers.  Through  confusion  they 
may  foil  to  moke  returns  and 
then  lace  high  estimated  de¬ 
mands.  TaxAid  has  saved  some 


from  bankruptcy  —  and  conse¬ 
quent  homelessness  and  unem¬ 
ployment  —  by  demonstrating 
that  earnings  were  below  tax 
thresholds.  Many  others  re¬ 
ceive  no  such  help. 

Self-assessment  is  a  funda¬ 
mental  constitutional  change. 
No  longer  can  we  rely  upon  me 
Revenue  to  review  returns  and . 
sort  out  complexities  —we  must 
get  things  right  ourselves.  The 
“process  now.  check  later"  ar¬ 
rangements  are  triggering 
large  erroneous  refunds,  which 


may  be  clawed  back.  later  with 
interest  and  penalties. 

Evolving  attitudes  towards 
citizens'  rights  have  changed 
matters  irreversibly.  The  Tax¬ 
payer’s  Charter  promises  to 
help  us  to  understand  our  oblig¬ 
ations  and  to  be  fair.  Yet  the 
Revenue  itself  concedes  that  our 
fiscal  system  can  be  difficult  to 
comprehend;  this  alone  makes 
'it  difficult  to  describe  as  fair.  As 
citizens' -and  consumers’  rights 
converge,  many  aspects  of  the 
tax  system  fall  basic  consumer 
standards  of  accessibility  and 
information-  While  the  Tax  Law 
Rewrite  project  is  laudable,  it 
will  be  of  little  help  to  unrepre¬ 
sented  taxpayers  in  the  absence 
of  root-and-branch  reform. 

The  latest  announcements  by 
Gordon  Brown,  the  Chancellor, 
contain  the  potential  for  simpli¬ 
fication,  particularly  in  the  area 
of  tax  and  benefits,  alignment  of 
tax  with  NL  and  new  provisions 
for  savings.  I  fear  greater  prob¬ 
lems  in  devising  a  simple  work¬ 
ing  families’  tax  credit 

John  Andrews.  President  of 
the  Chartered  Institute  of  Tax¬ 
ation,  puts  it  succinctly:  “I  start 
from  the  basic  premise  that 
someone  whose  income  is  so 
low  as  to  be  on  the  taxpaying 
borderline  should  be  able  to 
understand  the  tax  rules  appli¬ 
cable  to  him  or  her"!  propose 
that  Parliament  should  stipu¬ 
late  that  every  new  tax  provi¬ 
sion  is  separately  scrutinised  to 
meet  this  rigorous  standard 

The  author  is  Director  of 
TaxAid.  He  would  like  to  hear 
from  any  organisation  or 
individual  interested  in  work¬ 
ing  for  dearer  taxes.  Tele¬ 
phone  017 1-624  5216. 


Pack  of  cards 
under  suspicion 

SLR  David  Tweed ie  and  the 
Accounting  Standards  Board 
have  always  been  under  suspi¬ 
cion  of  plotting  that  most 
dastardly  of  accounting  crimes 
—  introducing  current  exist 
accounting.  This  system, 
known  as  CCA.  has  been 
fought  over  tooth  and  nail  by 
people  such  as  Ron  Paterson. 
Ernst  &  Young's  technical  di¬ 
rector,  who  when  not  extolling 
the  virtues  of  Rartick  Thistle, 
rhe  ailing  but  gritty  Scottish 


football  team,  has  his  teeth 
gnashingar  Tweedie’s  trouser 
legs.  It  is  all  good-natured 
stuff,  of  course.  Bur  the  slight¬ 
est  hint  of  abandoning  histori¬ 
cal  cost  accounting  drives 
some  people  wild.  This  week 
the  ASB  starts  to  send  out  its 
Christmas  cards.  Conspiracy 
theorists  everywhere  will  note 
that  rhe  cards  have  been 
produced  by  a  company  called 
CCA  Stationery'-  Tweed  ie 
claims  it  is  a  huge  coincidence. 


Paterson  is  expected  to  de¬ 
mand  an  inquiry. 

Lost  leader 

MORE  confosion  over  the  Eng¬ 
lish  ICA  General  Practitioner 
Board's  efforts  to  hold  a  debate 
next  Wednesday  on  retaining 
the  requirement  for  small  com¬ 
panies  to  be  audited.  The  insti¬ 
tute's  deputy  president  Chris 
Swinson  of  BDO  Stoy  Hay¬ 
ward.  was  supposed  to  lead  the 


team  speaking  against  rhe 
motion.  It  was  pointed  out  that 
this  line  of  argument  opposed 
ICA  policy.  Swinson  still 
thought  it  was  worth  an  argu¬ 
ment  But  sadly  he  has  now, 
mysteriously,  withdrawn. 

Unhappy  returns 

LAST  week’s  story  in  this  space 
about  multiple  Self-assessment 
tax  returns  has  thrown  tax  ad¬ 
visers  into  a  frenzy.  Most  tax¬ 


payers  have  thrown  away  any 
duplicate  forms.  The  problem 
is  that  the  Inland  Revenue, 
sometimes  being  unaware 
what  its  left  or  right  hands  are 
up  to,  willlevy  instant  penalties 
relating  to  any  forms  not  re- 
hnTied  completed.  TaxAid,  the 
tax  advice  charity,  found  one 
poor  taxpayer  with  no  less  than 
five. extra  tax  returns.  That 
could  have  cost  him  some  £500 
in  penalties.  Fortunately 
TaxAid  sorted  it  out.  Any  tales 
of  double-digit  duplicates 
gratefully  received. 

Robert  Bruce 


Interminable  tussle 
over  intangibles 


IT  IS  at  times  like  this  that  the  outside  world 
least  understands  accountants.  People  will 
take  a  look'  at  the  long  history  of  attempting 
to  account  for  goodwill  and  intangible  assets 
and  wonder  why  on  earth  anyone  bothers.  If 
yon  take  FRSI0.  the  financial  reporting 
standard  on  the  subject  published  today,  you 
will  find  that  almost  a  third  of  the  document 
does  not  deal  with  the  rules  at  alL  Instead  it 
covers  a  sort  of  “how  we  got  to  where  we  are 
today”  narrative. 

Sir  David  Tweedie,  the  chairman  of  the 
Accounting  Standards  Board  (ASB).  inherit¬ 
ed  the  arguments  when  the  ASB  took  up  the 
mantle  from  the  old  Accounting  Standards 
Committee.  Recognising  that  goodwill  was 
one  of  those  topics  that  no  one  has  ever 
agreed  on,  Tweedie  quite  happily  admits  that 
the  new  ASB  left  the  whole  project  on  tiie 
shelf  for  a  year  and  a  half. 

“We  did  nothing,”  he  said  earlier  this  week. 
“It  was  the  best  thing  we  ever  did.”  And,  by 
and  large,  the  tactics  have  been  of  a  similar 
nature  ever  since.  The  first 
phase  of  thoughts  that  the 
ASB  came  up  with  produced 
so  many  conflicting  argu¬ 
ments  and  suggestions  that 
Tweedie  suggested  two  days 
of  hearings  to  debate  them. 

It  was  one  of  his  best  moves. 

The  hearings,  in  October 
1995.  emphasised  the  need 
for people  to  air  their  views 
but  also  insisted  that  they 
come  up  with  practical  ways 
of  moving  the  debate  for¬ 
ward.  The  hearings,  as  you 
might  expect,  were  enor¬ 
mous  fun.  All  manner  of 
arguments  were  put  for¬ 
ward.  The  brightest  account¬ 
ing  brains  of  several 
generations  gave  of  their 

best,  as  did  several  people  _ 

who  could  politely  .  be 
described  as  barking.  It  all  bad  the  required 
effect  The  hearings  demonstrated  to  -the 
world  that  there  was  no  one  universal  truth 
embedded  here  that  just  needed  a  bit  of 
careful  codification  before  the  problem 
would  be  solved. 

After  the  hearings  no  oik  could  be  in  any 
doubt  thar  the  answer  was  to  simply  plump 
for  one  of  the  solutions  and  stick  to  It  And 
that  is  what  has  been  done: 

The  reason  goodwill  drives  people  mad  is 
that  it  exemplifies  the  point  at  which  the  basis 
of  accounting  argument  dissolves.  Goodwill 
is  not  something  you  can  show  in  a  diagram, 
flowchart  or  in  a  columns  of  figures,  and 
which  people  will  accept.  Roger  Davis,  head 
of  audit  at  Coopers  &  Lybrand,  makes  the 
point  that  if  a  company  spends  cash  on  a 
factory,  people  expect  it  to  show  up  on  the 


balance  sheet,  adding:  “It  seems  perverse  that 
cash  spent  on  softer  assets  should  not  appear 
on  tiie  balance  sheet"  Samuel  Johnson  got 
there  first  In  1781  he  put  his  finger  on  it  while 
attempting  to  value  a  brewery.  “We  are  not 
here  to  sell  a  parcel  of  boilers  and  vats."  he  is 
reputed  to  have  said,  “bur  the  potentiality  of 
growing  rich  beyond  the  dreams  of  avarice." 

That  pinpoints  the  issue  but  also  shows  the 
difficulty  of  actually  measuring  the  “potenti¬ 
ality".  But  it  is  this  vagueness  that  has 
allowed  companies  m  recent  years  to  drive 
coaches  and  horses  through  die  principles.  In 
the  heady  days  of  1987  some  44  per  cent  of  net 
assets  in  the  leading  companies  was  repre¬ 
sented  by  goodwill  —  small  wonder  it  all 
ended  in  tears.  When  the  Saalchi  brothers 
were  in  command  at  Saatdri  &  Saalchi,  some 
£849  million  was  shown  to  have  been  spent 
on  goodwill  during  expansionary  days. 
Needless  to  say  this  came  to  light  only  when 
the  company’s  market  capitalisation  was 
down  to  £300  million.  Under  rhe  new  rules, 
goodwill  will  be  shown 
alongside  assets  as.  in 
Tweedie’s  words,  “a  cost  for 
which  management  remains 
accountable"  And  that  is 
really  the  best  that  can  be 
done. 

Joan  Brown,  the  ASB 
project  director,  said:  There 
isn't  a  purist  solution,  and 
that  is  the  problem."  And 
that  is  why  an  esteemed 
member  of  the  ASB.  Ray 
Hinton  of  Arthur  Andersen, 
has  issued  a  dissenting  view 
published  with  the  standard. 
There  are  as  many  answers 
as  questions.  Hie  most  basic 
of  arguments  suggest  them¬ 
selves  at  times  like  these. 
What  would  be .  wrong  in 
halting  no  financial  report¬ 
ing  rales?  People  could 
judge  for  themselves,  the  argument  runs,  and 

the  companies  with  the  most  transparent  and 

understandable  figures  would  be  rewarded 
by  investors  and  providers  of  capitaL 
The  argument  against  that  is  the  simplest 
Remember  the  late  1980s.  It  may  be 
uncomfortable  to  say  so  but  markets  do  seem 
to  prefer  fairy  stories  that  hint  at  riches  to 
come. 

Markets  are  not  good  at  spotting  realities 
and  acting  accordingly.  And  that,  in  the  end. 
is  why  accountants  have  to  wrestle  over  the 
politics  and  the  theory  of  seemingly  intracta¬ 
ble  probtensL  In  the  end  the  hopTis  that  as  a 
nsult  of  financial  reporting  rules,  however 
difficult  tftep-  agreement  may  be.  the  corpo- 
rate  world  may  be  forced  to  behave  in  a  v5ay 
that  makes  realities  dear  and  their  implica¬ 
tions  and  consequences  obvious. 


Robert 

Bruce 
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.  M7 

2  36  67 

135  99 

39  111 

3  52  7*2 

9V  42  HI 


111  SVIfer  Lartoo  Cta>  6ft 
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307V -  ft  02  4*  7 


41  141 
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1344  -  6 
134 
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1981  UftUskte 
842V  406V  Ptotewyn 
179V  «42VWysu 
3?  19VFUrte  Quranrl 
371  222":  REXAM 
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SUPPORT  SERVICES 


MSV*  Z9V 

251 V.  1 


*C5  rn  KA  Jab 

180*"  14?  Agrafe) 

114  72  ARtuAagfe 

tt  34VAIsiaBene 
58  3*  j  Ante  tv 
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157*i  124V  State  ( ti<£»  149", 
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71 
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lb 

as 

194V  P®ll  Prop 

sa  - 

IV 

23 

404 

38V 

13V  fata  Late 

14 

15ft 

1 31 V  Qumoari  1 

(57V 

23 
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19 
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a 

b? 
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:i 
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3? 
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39 
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*5  25  (95 

?135  +>07*,  427 

75  130  54 

1700  -  40  09  316 

274  1  I  296 
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M 
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WV 
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Si 
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36  CHARITIES  FINANCE 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  4  1997 


Rodney  Hobson  introduces  a  two-page  report  on  how  Britain’s  charity  sector  is  managing  its  finances  in  the  face  of  tax  reforms 


Why  VAT  may  bring 


STEFAN  ROUS9 


woes  or  windfalls 


The  dark  doud  of  tax 
changes  has  a  silver 
lining  for  charities. 
Despite  the  looming 
loss  of  tax  relief  on  dividends 
and  die  possible  loss  of  VAT- 
free  status,  the  sector  broadly 
welcomes  a  shake-up  in  the  fax 
regime. 

The  consultation  period  on 
changes  affecting  charities  an¬ 
nounced  by  Gordon  Brown, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer,  in  his  July  Budget  ended 
on  December  i.  and  individual 
diarities.  umbrella  organ¬ 
isations  and  financial  advisers 
have  wasted  no  time  in  having 
their  say.  They  knew  that 
whatever  proposals  come  out 
of  the  consultation  will  be 


implemented  in  next  year's 
Budget. 

Russell  Moore,  VAT  partner 
specialising  in  charities  at 
Saffery  Champness.  the  ac¬ 
countancy  firm,  is  among 
those  who  made  representa¬ 
tions.  He  comments:  "The 
voluntary  sector  feels  it  is 
being  taxed  unfairly.  In  that 
respect,  the  review  is  seen  as  a 
positive  step  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  which  has  made  clear 
that  no  suggestion  is  too 
radical." 

The  immediate  concern  for 
charities  is  that  advance  cor¬ 
poration  tax,  which  allowed 
charities  to  recover  tax  on  their 
investment  income,  is  to  be 
scrapped.  Investment  income 


is  widely  regarded  as  the 
fastest  growing  stream  of 
funds  for  charities. 

Charities  are  hoping  for  a 
quid  pro  quo  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  with  the  £350  million 
lost  from  tax  relief  on  divi¬ 
dends  being  replaced  fay  a 
VAT  windfall  of  a  similar  size. 
Mr  Moore  says:  "Some  chari¬ 
ties  feel  that  it  is  no  coinci¬ 
dence  that  the  two  amounts 
are  similar  although  there  is 
as  yet  no  guarantee  that  the 
sector  will  get  its  lost  money 
back.  Charities  feel  they  are 
taxed  unfairly  for  services  that 
Government  and  local  au¬ 
thorities  should  provide." 

The  main  issue  is  that 
because  charities  are  exempt 


Allow  your  funds  to  flourish 
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wo  financial  experts  for  the  price  of  one. 
(After  all,  it  is  for  charity). 


m 


Charilio  arc  obliged  10  make  (heir 
money  work  a*  hard  as  possible  - 
(hat  is  why  we  allocate  nut 
one  hut  two  highly  experienced 
managers  10  our  charity  accounts 
-  an  Asset  Manager  and  an 
Investment  Manager. 

Should  you  appoint  Henderson 
Investors  to  act- lor  you.  your  Asset 
Manager  will  create  a  partnership, 
which  makes  sure  that  your 
investment  objectives,  reporting  dates 
and  any  special  needs  -  including 
ethical  requirements  -  are  fulfilled. 
Meanwhile,  your  Investment  Manager 
will  concentrate  on  maximising  your 
portfolio's  returns. 

To  find  out  more  about  the  excellent 
service  that  charities  as  diverse  as 
British  Kidney  Patient  Association  anil 
The  Society  of  Authors  Charitable 
Trusts  enjoy,  please  write  to  Mark 
Toller  or  John  Harris  at  Henderson 
Investors.  3  Finsbury  Avenue.  London 
FC-M  "PA.  or  call  them  on: 

0171  4104100 


Henderson 

Investors 


from  VAT  they  are  unable  to 
recover  VAT  on  their  pur¬ 
chases.  In  this  respect  they 
would  be  better  off  if  they  were 
zero  rated,  like  newspapers, 
which  do  not  charge  their 
customers  VAT  but  can  recov¬ 
er  VAT  aid  to  suppliers. 

Mr  Moore  says:  “As  VAT 
was  meant  to  be  a  business  tax 
tbe  purpose  of  exemption  was 
to  remove  certain  sectors  from 
the  tax  net.  but  it  was  over¬ 
looked  that  they  would  not  be 
able  to  recover  VAT." 

Charities  can  be  charged 
VAT  on  grants  they  make  for 
welfare  and  educational  ser¬ 
vices.  Similar  grants  by  local 
authorities  are  VAT  free.  Re¬ 
turning  VAT  to  charities 
would  take  the  total  savings  on 
VAT  to  more  titan  ‘  £500 
million. 

One  reason  why  Gordon 
Brown  may  be  sympathetic  is 
that  a  succession  of  Chancel¬ 
lors  have  indirectly  reduced 
the  revenue  that  charities  re¬ 
ceive  through  covenants.  The 
charities  can  reclaim  income 
tax  paid  by  the  donor. 

Perversely,  as  tax  rates  fall, 
the  amount  that  charities  can 
recover  also  falls.  Since  Mr 
Brown  reaffirmed  that  he 
would  implement  his  pro¬ 
posed  lOp  in  the  pound  lowest 
tax  band  in  the  next  Budget, 
the  tax  bonus  for  diarities  will 
be  reduced  further. 

Imposing  even  a  low  rate  of 
VAT  on  charity  shops  would 
be  “catastrophic",  according  to 
the  finance  director  of  Scope, 
formerly  known  as  the  Spas- 
tics  Society.  Mike  Forster 
claims:  “It  would  force  us  to 
dose  residential  homes  and 
schools."  Charity  shops’  ex¬ 
emption  from  VAT  on  sales  of 
donated  poods  and  their  80  per 
cent  business  rate  discount  is 
under  review  by  the  Treasury. 

Scope  has  300  shops  and 
uses  the  revenue  from  them  to 
subsidise  its  services.  Now. 
Mr  Forster  says.  Scope  fears 
that  a  5  per  cant  VAT  rate  will 
be  imposed.  He  says:  “Europe 
wants  to  harmonise  VAT  rates 
and  only  die  UK  has  a  zero 
band.  That  would  cost  us  £1.4 
million  a  year" 


Wanted: 
the  skills 
to  boost 
income 

MANY  diarities  lack  the  skills 
they  need  to  raise  funds  in  the 
current  environment  of  busi¬ 
ness  plans  and  strong  finan¬ 
cial  control,  according  to  the 
Charities  Aid  Foundation, 
Rodney  Hobson  writes .  - 
It  fears  that  problems  in 
securing  funding,  widespread 
concern  over  cash  flow,  late 
payments  and  high  operating 
costs  are  creating  so  much 
volatility  that  strategic  plan¬ 
ning  is  seen  as  a  luxury  that 
cannot  be  afforded. 

Long-term  financial  plan¬ 
ning  is  missing  in  too  many 
organisations  and  it  is  rare  to 
find  a  charity  that  looks  at 
least  five  years  ahead. 

Funding  is  often  unpredict¬ 
able  and  there  is  a  heavy 
reliance  on  one  source  of 
income.  On  average,  a  charity 
has  two  major  sources  of 
funding  and  three  lesser  ones. 
The  result  is  that  probably 
half  the  charities  have  projects 
or  plans  far  which  they  lack 
the  necessary  finance. 

A  survey  by  the  foundation 
found  that  57  per  cent  of  bath 
small  and  large  organisations 
had  no  access  to  specific 
training  in  voluntary-sector 
finance,  with  39  per  cent 
acknowledging  that  they 
would  benefit  from  further 
training.  This  is  exacerbated 
by  the  fed  that  charities  are 
often  made  up  of  local  units 
operating  independently, 
sometimes  by  voluntary  staff. 

Cathy  Pharoah,  the  founda¬ 
tion’s  research  manager,  says: 
“Many  of  the  new  funding 
opportunities  for  charities  are 
often  unpredictable  and  short 
term,  not  least  income  from 
local  authorities  and  central 
government,  which  is  itself  a 

major  source  of  funding  far 
many  diarities." 

She  was  commenting  on  the 
report  A  Delicate  Balance:  a 
Survey  of  Financial  Manage¬ 
ment  in  the  Voluntary  Sector, 
produced  by  the  foundation  in 
association  with  NatWest 
The  report  found  that  chari¬ 
ties  placed  a  high  value  car  ! 
their  relationship  with  their  ; 
banks,  which  played  an  im¬ 
portant  rtrie  in  providing  help  | 
and  advice. 

However,  cost  was  the  sin¬ 
gle  most  significant  consider-  . 
ation  in  choosing  a  bank, 
regardless  of  the  she  of  the 
organisation  and  the  scale  of 
services  used. 


•> 


Comedian  Rory  Bremner,  right,,  launches  an  appeal  to  help  the  charity  Crisis  to  shelter  the  homeless  at  Christmas 

Staff  need  carrots  not  peanuts 


If  you  pay  peanuts,  can 
you  get  angels?  Donors 
need  reassuring  that  their 
cash  will  not  be  absorbed  in 
overheads,  yet  charities  most 
be  able  to  attract  talented 
administrators  and  fund¬ 
raisers  in  competition  with 
Hwimiwrial  companies. 

Charity  managers  have  re¬ 
ceived  significant  increases  in 
safety  levels,  according  to  a 
recent  report  by  Charity  Re¬ 
cruitment,  a  specialist  service 
for  the  non-profitmaking  sec¬ 
tor.  Pay  of  fundraising  man¬ 
agers  has  shot  up  about  18  per 
cent  in  12  months.  However, 
this  follows  an  extended  per¬ 
iod  when  pay  was  artificially 
depressed.  Large  differentials 
between  diarities  and  indus¬ 
try  are  stfll  the  norm  and  there 
is  no  move  towards  fat-cat  pay 
in  the  charity  sector. 

Olga  Johnson,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  at  Charity  Recruitment 
says:  "Although  the  voluntary 
sector  never  expects  or  desires 
parity,  its  managers  still  lag 


for  behind  their  counterparts 
in  industry.  A  differential  of 
two  to  one  is  not  uncommon." 

Charity  Recruitment’s  ninth 
annual  survey,  published  at 
the  end  of  October,  showed 
that  a  chief  executive  in  a 
charity  with,  income  between 
£3  minion  and  £10  million 
could  expect  to  be  paid  about 
£45300  a  year.  His  or  her 
counterpart  in  a  commercial 
company  with  the  same  turn¬ 
over  could  expect  £80.000  plus 
a  10-15  per  cent  bonus  and 
pussibly  share  options. 

However.  Howgate  Sable; 
which  recruits  for  industry  as 
well  as  the  voluntary  sector, 
befieves  charities  are  realising 
the  need  for  professionalism, 
with  business  plans  and  cash 
flow  projections.  Factors  for 
change  include  the  need  to 
present  a  well  argued  case  to 
win  National  Lottery  funds, 
the  debate  over  corporate 


governance,  which  affects 
diarities  as  wdl  as  commer¬ 
cial  companies,  and  a  realisa¬ 
tion  that  chief  executives  of 
diarities  need  to  know  what  is 
happening  throughout  the 
organisation. 

Yvonne  Sarch.  a  partner, 
says:  "You  had  diarities  hold¬ 
ing  jumble  sales  and  rattling 
tins,  but  the  trustees  did  not 
know  what  the  costings,  prof¬ 
its  or  margins  for  each  effort 
were.  Three  days  are  going. 
Charities  need  to  be  run 
according  to  best  business 
practice  to  be  effective  and 
tftey  have  got  to  have  profes¬ 
sionals -who  know  how  to 
raise  money.  Charities  must 
also  make  the  best  use  of  staff 
and  volunteers." 

This  is  all  the  more  impor¬ 
tant  because  women,  who  are 
more  likdy  than  men  to  offer 
services  free  or  at  cheaper 
rates  to  charities,  are  increas¬ 


ingly  finding  paid  work.  She 
concedes  that  “fundraisers 
who  can  deliver  and  chief 
executives  who  understand 
risk  management  are  like 
gold  dust  so  you  have  to  have 
some  way  of  attracting  them". 
In  the  circumstances,  she  Is 
surprised  that  top  salaries  in 
(he  voluntary  sector  have  not 
risen  more  rapidly. 


Olga  Johnson  says 
“The  sector  feces  a 
fundraising  skills 
shortage  at  a  time  when 
competition  for  funds  is  fierce. 
Tbe  National  Lottery  has 
played  its  part  in  increasing 
expectations,  especially  where 
there  is  a  fund-matching  re¬ 
quirement  but  a  feck  of  In- 
house  experience  in  raising 
large  amounts." 

Charities  have  responded 
by  streamlining  organisation 
and  increasing  the  use  of  part- 
time  and  short-term  contracts. 

Rodney  Hobson 


Morgan  Grenfell  is  delighted  to  announce  its 
appointment  to  manage  the  assets  of  two 
common  investment  funds  on  behalf  of  the 


Charities  Aid  Foundation. 


Morgan  Grenfell  currently  manages  £1.2  billion  of 
UK  charity  assets  and  a  further  £3.2  billion  for 
overseas  charities,  endowments  and  foundations. 

For  further  information  please  contact  Deborah  Kirby 
on  0171  S45  6000. 


MORGAN  GRENFELL 
ASSET  MANAGEMENT 

Issued  by  Morgan  Grenfell  Investment  Management  Ltd.  Regulated  by  IMRO 


20  .Finsbury  Circus 
London  EC2M  1NR 


I  i*p!v 


.QHE  TIMES  SATURDAY  DF.rF.MRPP  »^  ioo? 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DEGEMBER4 1997 


CHARITIES  FINANCE  37 


real  losers  of  the  National  Lottery 


r  Barron  reports,  on  the  adverse: 
i on  charities'  donation  income 
^jrom  the  public  since  the;lottery  began 

1  ^  N  hanon  _ _  -'I: : 


Granges  announced  yester¬ 
day  show  thar  the  Nat- 
wnal  Uatery  Charities- 
poa™  is  responding  to 
amstrucnve  criticism  -from  foe 
.voluntary  sector. 

v  .  &1  the  past  there  were  five  main 
grants  programmes  in  succession 
with  limited  application  periods. 
&om  1098  the  board  wifi  run 
continuous  and 
broader  pro-  ■ 

grammes.  The  ‘£376  mi 
new  year  will  u  1IU 

bring  rwo  main  1ncttntF 

programmes  with  IU  U. 

broad  themes  *  inn, 

(community  in-  HI  kWl 

volvement  and 

poverty)  and  there  " 

wDl  be  no  closing  date  for 

applications. 

i  This  will  mean  that  organ¬ 
isations  can  apply  for  a  grant  when 
they  are  ready  and  grants  can  be 
awarded  when  they  need  them. 

The  board  also  intends  to  im¬ 
prove  its  advisory  service  for  appli¬ 
cants  and  provide  better  feedback 
to  the  four  out  of  five  grant-seekers 
which  are  not  successful. 

Popular  aspects  of  the  board’s 
work  include  its  support  for  Jess 
popular  causes  and  its  small  grants 
scheme,  which  is  being  piloted  in 
four  regions  and  will  be  rolled  out 
to  all  areas  of  the  UK  by  summer 


‘£376  million  was 
lost  to  the  lottery 
in  1996  alone’ 


1^98;  There  me.  to  be:  two  new 
specialist  programmes,  one.  for 
heaith  and^ddety  research  and  the 
other  for  UK-based  charities  work¬ 
ing  overseas. 

However,  diene  is  widespread 
concern  among  charities  about  the 
effects  of  the' National  Lottery  on 

donation  income. 

Scope,  for  example,  has  experi- 
-  arced  a  dediiie  in' 

some  areas  of 
UOn  WaS  fundraising,  espe¬ 

cially  spontaneous- 

e  lottery 

alnnp’  don  boxes  and 

cuuilC  house-to-house 

_  collections.  “Our 

individual,  one-off 
donations  have,  since  the  lottery' 
began,  not  increased  in  real  terms 
against  predicted  trends.™  says 
Claire  Mallinson,  head  of  volun¬ 
tary  fundraising. 

The  National  Council  for  Volun¬ 
tary  Organisations  (NCVO),  which 
regular iy  asks  the  public  about  its 
giving,  reports  a  fall  since  1993 
(before  the  lottery)  both  in  the 
number  of  givers  and. total  value  of: 
gifts.  NCVD  estimates  that  in  1996 
alone  £376  million  was  lost  to 
lottery  ticket  purchases. 

Only  5.6  pence  in -every  lottery 
pound  goes  to  the  Charities  Board, 
producing  £319  million  in  tbe.year 


i‘. 


The  BBC  weather  team  raise  funds  for  Scope  by  betting  on  the  likelihood  of  It  snowing  at  Christmas 


to  March.  1997  (although  charities 
on  wtd  do  apply  to  the  other 
distributing  bodies,  which  received 
me  rest  of  the  28  per  cent  set  aside 
for  good  causes'}.  These  cover 
heritage,  projects  to  mark  the 
millennium,  arts,  sport  and  now 
mere  is  the  newly  foUnci  New 
Opportunities  Fund. 

Hie  latter  is  a  sore  point  with 
many  m  the  voluntary  sector.  Luke 
Hteherterc  the  independent  editor 
of  the  National  Lottery  Yearbook 
says;  “This  'sixth  cauie'  will  take 
money  from  the  other  five  and 
represents  a  direct  Transfer  of  a  big 
chunk  of  lottery  money  to  specific 
government  pro¬ 
grammes  —  Some-  - 
thing  we  were  lPntc  \r 

always  told  would  U 

not  be  allowed."  • 

David  Sowter  of  WOUlu  11 
the  Muscular  Dys-  T«- 

trophy  croup  weliare 

points  out  that  a 
sixth  cause  cannot 
he  justified  by  the  success  of  the 
Wednesday  draw  because  Satur¬ 
day’s  lottery  has  been  adversely 
affected. 

While  the  lotreiy  can  be  said  to 
have  been  a  gain  to  the  sector  as  a 
whole,  many  charities  which  rely 
on  small  cash  donations  from  the 
general  public  are  losing  out. 

Charities  which  benefit  from 
other  lotteries  are  calling  for  a  level 
playing  fidd,  pointing  out  that  they 
are  restricted  in  the  number  of 
games  they  can  run  in  a  year,  the 
size  of  their  prize  pool  and  the  price 
of  tickets. 

Christine  Lavery.  of  the  Society 


'Cuts  in  benefit 
would  impact  on 
welfare  charities* 


for  Mucopolysaccharide  Diseases, 
says  that  her  charily,  which  is 
concerned  with  rare  genetic  disor¬ 
ders.  has  suffered  less  from  the 
lottery  than  from  the  Diana,  Prin¬ 
cess  of  Wales  Memorial  Fund. 
“Schools  that  normally  support  us 
say  that  they  are  giving  »  the 
Diana  Fund  this  year." 

Persistent  rumours  of  impending 
cuts  in  government  spending  on 
sodal  security  are  causing  alarm  in 
the  charity  world.  Brian  Lamb,  of 
Scope,  says:  “We  are  extremely 
disturbed  by  reports  which  give 
credence  to  suggestions  that  Dis¬ 
ability  living  Allowance  may  be 

_ _  taxed.  A  Govem- 

ment  that  pledged 

benefit  » put  up  taxes 

may  now  be  plan- 

inact  on  ning  10  break  its 

*  promise  to  those 

harities’ 

“We  would  be 
equally  concerned 
if  they  were  to  move  benefits  to  local 
authority  control  This  could  be 
another  way  of  cutting  the  benefits 
budget,  as  well  as  removing  dis¬ 
abled  people's  right  to  choose  how 
to  use  their  benefit.  We  challenge 
Harriet  Harman  (the  Social  Sec¬ 
urity  Secretaiy)  to  come  dean  about 
the  Government’s  proposals." 

Cuts  in  benefit  would  impact  on 
welfare  charities  because  people 
will  turn  to  them  for  help  that  they 
had  previously  been  able  to  provide 
for  themselves,  says  Joe  (Corner  of 
the  Royal  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind.  The  uncertainty  makes  for¬ 
ward  planning  very  difficult. 


Cards  for  well-wishers 

Credit  cards  customised 
for  a  particular  group 
of  people  are  growing 


Bank  of  Scotland  affinity  cants  help,  a  range  of  charities 


Credit  cards  customised 
for  a  particular  group 
of  people  are  growing 
in  importance  as  a  source  of 
regular  income  for  charities 
and  also  as  a  marketing  tactic 
for  the  banks  that  issue  them, 
Philip  Barron  writes. 

One  of  the  first  charities  to 
have  its  own  card  was  the 
NSPCC  IQ  years  ago.  Now 
more  than  two  million  of  the 
35  million  cards  in.  circulation 
in  Britain  are  affinity  cards 
and  an  organisation  does  not 
have  to  be  a  charity  in  the 
conventional  sense  to  sign  up. 


Normally  a  charity  needs  to 
have  at  least  a  few  thousand 
members  or  committed  sup¬ 
porters  to  be  of  interest  to  the 
card  issuers.  It  will  receive  a 
donation  (usually  £5  or  £10) 
when  a  card  is  issued  and  then 
a  small  percentage  of  all 
expenditure  on  the  card  (0.25 
per  cent  is  typical). 

The  Muscular  Dystrophy 
Group,  a  medium-sized  chari¬ 
ty.  receives  nearly  £2XKX)  a 


CHOOSE 


THE  FUND  MANAGER 


THAT  MORE  CHARITIES  TRUST 


L- on  da  on  ovocnicu  lip.u^  nave  boon  launch* 

vM:/VROVe  f:>  h.\U  1  H  V  U  ^  tlTR:  H 1  I'D  A  A  A  CUT. 


The  Growth  Trust  for  Charities  and/The  Income  Trust  for  Charities. 


Only  charities  can  invest  in  Common  Investment 
Funds. 

These  funds  provide  charities  with  the  advantage 
of  being  able  to  reduce  risk  by  holding  units  in  a 
diversified  portfolio  whilst  at  the  same  time  benefiting 
from  the  economies  of  scale  that  flow  from  the  fund 
manager  having  larger  sums  to  invest.  Common 
Investment  Funds  are  themselves  charities  so  all 
quarterly  distributions  are  paid  gross,  removing  the 
need  for  tax  reclaims. 

The  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
Scotland  is  the  independent  corporate  trustee  of  the 
two  funds,  which  already  total  over  £100m  in  value, 
representing  in  excess  of 200  charities.  * 

The  Income  Trust  for  Charities'  aim  is  to  , 
provide  a  high  and  secure  level  of  income  j 


through  investing  in  UK  Government  and  other 
fixed  interest  securities.  The  target  for  the  Trust  is  a 
;  total  return  ahead  of  the  FTSE  A  Government  All 
Stocks  Index  over  rolling  five  year  periods. 

The  Growth  Trust  for  Charities'  aim  is  to  protect 
the  capital  value  against  die  inroads  of  inflation  and 
to  provide  an  income  stream  which  grows  in  real 
terms.  In  seeking  to  achieve  these  objectives  the 
Trust  will  target  a  total  return  ahead  of  the  FTSE  All 
Share  Index  over  rolling  five  year  periods. 

To  find  out  more  about  why  you  should  choose  the 
Fund  Manager  that  more  charities  trusty  and  for  details 
of  The  Income  Trust  For  Charities  and  The  Growth 
Trust  for  Charities,  write  toGiltie  Green,  Cazenove 
Fund  Management  Limited,  3  CopthaU  Avenue, 
London  ECZR  7BH. 


CAZENOVE 

FUND  MANAGEMENT  LIMITED 

YOUR  PARTNERS  IN  CHARITY  FUND  MANAGEMENT 

Regulated  by  The  Securities  and  Futures  Authority  and  a  member  of  the  LondonStock.Exehange. 


sod  Fubow  Authority  and  a  member  of  the  London  Stock  Exchange. 


«  v-uru  r*V  unawwe 
Tjje,  va&tf  of  inwestoiw 
!or  Cerise*  Tte  h 
i  which  ?  reguhteiiw 
Ftruncttt Services  {Em* 


esanent  Funds  managed  by  Caawnow  Unit  Bust  Management  limih-d 
„  Act  1993,  Promotion  of  Common  Investment  Funds  is  subject  to  the 


year  through  its  Midland  Care 
Card,  according  to  David 
Sowter.  director  of  fund¬ 
raising.  "While  not  an  enor¬ 
mous  sum.  it  is  regular  income 
and  it  is  a  painless  way  for 
people  to  give.  It  also  enables 
well-wishers  to  donate  anony¬ 
mously." 

There  is  also  a  publicity 
benefit  when  the  badged  card 
is  carried  and  shown  by 
holders.  A  few  cards  are 
nationally  advertised  and  sold 
to  people  who  are  not,  at  foe 
rime,  linked  to  the  charity. 

According  to  a  survey  just 
published  of  37  affinity 
groups,  a  quarter  have  earned 
more  than  £50,000  from  their 
card  since  launch,  and  13  per 
cent  have  receive  more  than 
£500,000.  But  19  per  cent  had 
earned  less  than  £1,000. 

The  survey,  by  the  partner¬ 
ship  .Hjarketing.  consultancy 
Affinity  Solutions;  found  that 
some  of  the  responding  com¬ 
panies  felt  they  should  be 
receiving  more  commission 
from  the  bank.  Several  did  not 
think  their  bank  had  marketed  I 
the  card  efficiently  and  might 
switch  partners  when  their 
contract  expired. 

Butthere  are  no  complaints 
from  the  Royal  Society  for  the 
Protection  of  Birds,  whose 
card  tie-up  with  the  Coopera¬ 
tive  Bank  has  yielded  £23 
million  since  1988.  There  are 
now  more  limn  90,000  holders 
of  this  card. 

Some  £9  million,  has  been 
raised  since  1988  by  what  is 
now  foe  Halifax  Visa  Charity 
Card  (originally  issued  by  the 
Leeds  Permanent).  This  sum 
has  been  shared  by  Mencap, 
the  British  Heart  Foundation 
and  the  Imperial  Cancer  Re¬ 
search  Fund. 

Ffeople  who  normally  pay 
their  credit  card  bill  in  full 
each  month  have  nothing  to 
lose  jay  helping  foeir  favourite 
charity  in  this  way.  but  those 
who  borrow  through  their 
card  should  compare  interest 
rales.  “They  may  find  that 
another  card  will  save  them 
money  and  that  they  can  better 
help  foeir  charity  by  donating 
some  of  the  saving.”  says 
Mark  Austin  of  the  card-issuer 
RBS  Advanta.  Other  factors  to 
bear  in  mind  are  foe  interest- 
free  period  and  possible  fringe 
benefits. 

Card  issuers  like  donation 
cards  because  they  are  a  cost- 
effective  means  of  recruiting 
loyal  customers.  The  biggest 
issuers  in  Britain  are  the  Bank 
of  Scotland  (450  partner  org¬ 
anisations)  and  MBNA  with 
more  than  500. 

American  Express,  through 
its  membership  rewards  pro¬ 
gramme.  helps  Save  the  Child¬ 
ren  and  this  year  members  of 
foe  scheme  have  donated 
ElOO.OOO  to  the  charity  by 
converting  foeir  loyalty  points 
to  contributions. 

American  Express  says  that 
3,000  points  could  vaccinate  a 
child  against  six  major  child¬ 
hood  diseases  and  5.000 points 
would  supply  a  relief  pack  for 
a  lost  or  abandoned  child  in 
former  Yugoslavia. 

In  another  initiative,  Amex 
is  to  auction  a  gold  suit, 
designed  by  Alexander 
McQueen,  far  the  charity  at 
the  Festival  of  Trees  charity 
dinner  on  December  16. 

One  big  charity  that  does 
not  have  a  card  is  Christian 
Aid.  This  is  partly  because  the 
churches  have  traditionally 
not  encouraged  personal  debt 
but  also  because  it  is  felt  that 
promoting  a  card  would  not  sit 
well  with  the  charity's  cam¬ 
paigning  stance  on  Third 
Work!  debt 


COIF  Charity  Funds 

The  natural  selection  for  a 
charity’s  investments  and  cash 


The  £1,200  million  stable  of  COIF  Charity  Funds  is  designed  to  meet  a 
Chariry’s  varying  investment  needs: 

•  Investment  Fund  for  long-term  capital  and  income  growth 

•  Fixed  Interest  Fund  for  above  average  income  yield 

•  Deposit  Fund  for  cash  balances 

For  more  information,  please  contact:  Richard  Co u Ison  on  0171  586  1815. 


The  charity  investment  speciali: 


CCLA  Investment  Management  Limited 
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No  two  charities  have  the  same 
investment  needs.  Which  is  why  we 
go  deeper  to  understand  yours. 


Much  dmpeT,  in  fact.  At  Baring  Awet 
Management,  ynu‘11  have  the  support  of 
i>  Portfolio  Manager  who  has  specific 
expertise  in  charities,  and  whose  raslt 
is  ro  gain  a  thorough  understanding 
of  your  particular  requirements. 

Armed  with  thU  knowledge,  yuur  portfolio 
Manager  is  theft  ahlc  fc. 

focus  the  views  of  our  global 


advantage.  No  other  charity  fund 
manager  off  ers  such  a  Tailored  service. 
Our  approach  is  hacked  hy  an 
•understanding  of  the  marker  few  can 
match-  CuuU  this  he  why  we're  currently 
enrmsteJ  with  charitahle  lUbcts  of  over 
£1  hillkm?  R«r  j  fond  manager  who  kvltt  rust 
t  jSt  t^a,  hnle  ht  deeper,  look  to  us. 

For  more  infunriiition,  call  our 
OL  Charities  Team  on  Freephone 


stock  picking  teams  and  asset  Charities  Team  on  Fr 

allocation  experts  ro  your  best  Baring  Asset  0500  214  000. 

Management 

Baring  Awct  Management  Limited 

1S5  Blshupspne,  LaiJun  EC2M  IXV.Td;0I7l-62f?60PPF.ivCl?!-61S742fi 
RegubiedhylMRO.  Memhsr  ut  ING  Group. 
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Parents  not  enabled  to  express  preference  Breach  of  trust  guidelines 
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Regina  v  Rotherham  Metro¬ 
politan  Borough  CoundL  Ex 
parte  Clark  and  Others 
Before  Lord  Bingham  of  Comhili. 
Lord  Chief  Justice.  Lord  Justice 
Merritt  and  Lord  Justice  Buxton 
(Judgment  November  I9| 

A  local  education  authority,  in 
making  arrangements  for  the 
allocation  of  secondary  school 
places,  did  not  enable  parents  to 
express  a  preference  for  a  school 
and  accordingly  did  not  comply 
with  section  411(1}  of  the  Education 
Act  1996  where,  in  provisionally 
allocating  places  to  children  far  the 
school  in  whose  catchment  area 
they  lived,  it  informed  their  par¬ 
ents  to  rake  no  action  unless  they 
wished  to  express  preference  for  a 
different  school. 

The  Court  of  Appeal.  Lord 
Justice  Buxton  dissenting,  so  held 
when  dismissing  an  appeal  by 
Rotherham  Metropolitan  Borough 
Council  from  Mr  Justus  Collins 
[The  Times  November  19]  who. 
granting  applications  far  judicial 
review  by  Kira  Clark.  Gregory 
Dakin.  Andrew  Hickman.  Jordan 
Incky,  Simon  Jubb,  Kyle  Laheji, 
Kerry  Manderson,  Faye  Pritchard. 
Amy  Smith  and  Rachel  Wright, 
had  quashed  decisions  of  the  local 
iduatiun  authority  refusing  to 
admit  Che  children  to  Old  Hall 
School  Rotherham. 

The  applicants  all  lived  outside 
the  catchment  area  of  Old  Hall 
School  and  inside  that  of 
Kimberwonh.  Their  parents  ex¬ 
pressed  preference  for  Old  Hall 
but  were  refused  places  there. 

Under  the  authority’s  policy 
parents  within  the  Old  Hall  catch¬ 
ment  area  who  were  content  for 
their  children  to  attend  that  school 
were  required  to  take  no  action, 
whereas  parents  outside  (hat 


catchment  area  who  wanted  their 
children  to  artend  the  school  were 
required  to  make  specific 
application. 

Objection  was  taken  on.  two 
grounds: 

1  That  parents  had  not  been 
enabled  to  express  a  preference,  as 
required  tv  section  4ll(i)(a)  of  the 
1996  Act.  and 

2  Thar  parents  had  not  been  given 
the  opportunity  to  give  reasons  for 
that  preference,  as  required  by 
section  41l(1Kb). 

By  the  date  of  the  hearing  in  the 
Court  of  Appeal  the  applicants  had 
been  allocated  places  with  which 
they  were  content 

Section  411  of  the  199b  Act 
provides:  “(1}  A  local  eduarion 
authority  shall  make  arrange¬ 
ments  for  enabling  the  parent  of  a 
child  in  the  area  of  the  authority  — 
(a)  ro  express  a  preference  as  to  the 
school  at  which  he  wishes  edu¬ 
cation  to  be  provided  for  his  child 
. . .  and  (bl  to  give  reasons  for  his 
preference." 

Mr  Philip  Engeiman  far  the 
local  authority:  Mr  James  Goodie. 
QC  and  Mr  Man:  Beaumont  for 
the  applicants. 

LORD  JUSTICE  BUXTON, 
dissenting,  said  on  the  first  issue 
that  looking  at  the  arrangements 
made  by  the  authority,  as  a  whole, 
a  recipient  parent  of  the  allocation 
letter  had  been  enabled  to  express 
a  preference  within  section  41I(l)(a] 
by  not  taking  steps  to  contest  or 
dissent  from  the  allocation  to  the 
catchment  area  school. 

If  such  parents  complied  with 
the  indication  in  the  letter  they 
needed  to  take  no  action  if  they 
wanted  their  child  to  attend  that 
school,  that  was  not  mere  inaction, 
but  a  relevant  response  in  the 
context  of  the  arrangements. 

On  the  second  issue,  it  was  quite 


plain  dial  theammgments  did  not 
enable  any  conclusions  to  be 
drawn  as  to  what  the  catchment 
area  parents'  reasons  were  and 
accordingly  that  had  not  been  in 
compliance  with  section  4ll(U(b}. 
however  little  the  authority  was 
thereafter  required  to  take  account 
of  the  information  thus  received. 

But.  in  his  Lordships  view,  that 
failure  did  not  affect  the  perfor¬ 
mance  of  the  authority's  duty 
under  the  Act.  since,  in  the  case  of 
an  over-subscribed  school  it  was 
not  required  to  accommodate  par¬ 
ents'  preferences  if  to  do  so  would 
prejudice  the  provision  of  effident  - 
education:  see  section  411(3). 

The  authority  was  therefore  free, 
in  those  circumstances,  ro  ignore 
whatever  reasons  the  parents 
expressing  preferences  might  have 
given  and  ro  act  without  reference 
to  whether  any  preference  had 
been  expressed. 

It  was  not  easy  to  see  what  the 
role  or  effect  of  such  reasons  could 
be  nor  why  the  authority  should  be 
obliged  to  enable  parents  to  give 
them. 

However,  the  terms  of  the  stat¬ 
ute  were  dear  and  h  was  not  for 
the  court  to  speculate  much  less  act 
on  any  view  as  to  the  utility  of  the 
process  which  (he  statute  required. 

Accordingly,  he  would  substitute 
for  die  judge's  order  a  declaration 
that  die  arrangements  did  not 
comply  with  section  41J(l)(b):  the 
applicants  being  entitled  to  no 
other  relief. 

LORD  JUSTICE  MORRITT. 
rejecting  the  authority's  sub¬ 
mission  on  the  first  issue  said  that 
it  was  the  evident  purpose  of  the 
legislation  to  give  primacy  and 
effect  to  parental  choke  save  in  so 
far  as  to  do  so  would  “prejudice  the 
provision  of  efficient  education  or 
the  efficfeni  use  of  resources". 


The  omission  of  a  parent  of  a 
child  living  within  the  catchment 
area  to  respond  was  not  necessar-  ‘ 
Lfy  indicative  of  any  preference  for 
the  school  within  the  catchment 
area.  But  to  treat  has  if  h  were  was 
to  give  to  the  fact  of  residence 
within  the  area  a  primacy,  ex¬ 
pressed  as  a  preference,  it  did  not 
necessarily  have. 

If  the  allocation  of  a  place  to  a 
child  living  inside  the  area  whose 
parent  did  not  respond  necessi¬ 
tated  refusing  such  a  place  to  a 
child  living  outside  the  area  whose 
parent  had  expressed  a  preference 
for  that  school  then  the  reason  why 
the  preference  of  the  latter  was  not 
complied  with  had  nothing  to  do 
with  prejudice  to  efficient  edu¬ 
cation  or  the  efficient  use  of 
resources. 

in  Other  words  section  41 1(2)  and 
(3)  presupposed  that  Lhe expression 
of  a  preference  was  a  positive  act. 

The  language  used  in  section  4!i 
was  Inconsistent  with  the 
authority's  submission.  In  or¬ 
dinary  English  a  failure  to  respond 
was  not  an  expression  of  anything. 
Likewise,  sQenoe  was  not  indic¬ 
ative  of  a  preference  for  it  was 
equally  consistent  with 
indifference. 

The  authority's  arrangements 
did  not  therefore  enable  the  par¬ 
ents  to  express  a  preference  as 
required  by  section  411(1). 

The  arrangements  required  to 
be  made  were  designed  to  enable 
the  parent  also  to  give  reasons  for 
his  preference.  The  reasons  might 
be  of  importance  at  a  later  stage  erf 
the  process  if  it  were  not  possible  to  . 
give  effect  to  all  expressed  pref¬ 
erences. 

Here  the  arrangements  did  not 
enable  a  parent  within  die  catch¬ 
ment  area  who  failed  to  respond  to 
the  allocation  letter  to  give  any 


reasons.  That  was  another  reason 
why  the  policy  failed  to  comply 
with  section  411(1}. 

He  would  dismiss  the  appeal 

THE  LORD  CHIEF  JUSTICE 
said  that  on  a  ’  wholly  literal 
approach  la  the  statutory  language 
the  authority's  submission  was 
sustainable  that  its  system  gave 
parents  the  oppertuniy.  which  was 
all  they  were  entitled  to.  to  express 
a  preference. 

But  that  did  not  give  effect  to  the 
spirirt  or  purpose  of  the  section;  for 
the  section  should  lead  to  the 
allocation  of  places  on  the  basis  of 
parental  choiix,  restricted.so  far  as 
necessary  by  limitations  of  space 
and  the  other  section  411(3) 

pnufflimn 

What  the  present  scheme 
achieved  was  something  rather' 
different:  allocation  of  places  on 
the  basis  of  catchment  ■  areas, 
supplemented  by  parental  choke 
and  did  not  give  that  choke  die 
priority  which  the  Act  intended. 

On  no. reasonable  reading  of  the 
language  used  could  it  be  said  that' 
the  authority  made  arrangements 
which  enabled  parents  happy  to 
accept  Char  provisional  allocation 
to  give  reasons. 

The  system  was  not  in  any 
meaningful  sense  such  as  to  give 
them  that  opportunity,  because 
they  were  not  invited  to  express  a 
preference  either. 

While  his  Lordship  agreed  with 
what  Lord  Justice  Buxton  had  said 
about  reasons,  he.  like  the  judge 
and  Lord  Justice  Morritt.  consid¬ 
ered  that  the  scheme  as  operated 


Regina  v  dark 
Before  Lord  Justice  Rose;  Mr 
Justice  Holland  and  Judge  David 
Clarke,  QC 

f Judgment  November  27] 

The  Court  of  Appeal  updated  die 

guidance  on  sentencing  far  of¬ 
fences  of  breach  of  crust  by 
employees  and  professional  per¬ 
sons  given  in  R  v  Barrick  (The 
7fmeff  May  4, 19ffi;  Rl  9S5)  7  Cr  App 
R  {S)  142). 

Their  Lordships  allowed  an 
appeal  by  Trevor  Clark  and  re¬ 
duced  to  four  years  the  sentence  of 
five  years  imprisonment  on  each 
count,  concurrent,  imposed  by 
Judge  Butler,  QC  on  March  10. 
1997  at  Southwark  Crown  Court 
following  pleas  of  guilty  to  two 
counts  of  theft 

Mr  Jeremy  Donne,  assigned  by 
theR^istrarofCriraifialAppealS. 
far  the  appellant;  Mr  Roger  Smart 
for  the  Crown. 

LORD  JUSTICE  ROSE,  giving 
the  judgment  of  the  court,  said  that 
the  appellant  was  employed  as  the 
bursar  of  the  Royal  Academy  in 
London  and  he  was  also  treasurer 
of  his  local  church  in 
Hertfordshire 

The  prosecution  case  was  that  in 
relation  to  both  organisations  he 
abased  his  position  of  trust  in 


involving  El  million  or  more  would 
merit  ten  years  or  more  Those 
terms  were  appropriate  for  con¬ 
tested  cases.  Pleas  of  guilty  would 
attract  an  appropriate  discount. 

Where  the  sums  involved  were 
exceptionally  large  and  nor  stolen 
cat  a  single  occasion  or  the  dis¬ 
honesty  was  directed  at  more  than 
one  victim  or  group  of  victims, 
consecutive  sentences  might  be 
called  for. 

In  relation  to  the  present  appeal, 
it  was  of  significance  that  the 
appellant’s  dishonesty  had  an  ef¬ 
fect  in  two  quite  different  direc¬ 
tions.  on  his  employers  and  an  the 
church.  In  their  Lordships'  view 
that  would  have  entitled  the  judge 
to  pass  consecutive  sentences,  al¬ 
though  he  decided  not  to  sentence 
in  that  way. 

The  offences  were  aggravated  by 
the  degree  of  trust  reposed  in  the 
appellant  by  both  his  employers 
and  the  church,  by  tire  period  or 
four  years  over  which  the  offences 


were  committed  and  by  the  fact 
tiiat  the  proceeds  were  spent  on 
personal  expenditure,  partly  of  an 
extravagant  kind. 

The  appellant's  good  character . 
bis  feankness,  cooperation  and 
[deas  of  guflty  at  the  first  available 
opportunity  were  among  the  fac¬ 
tors  mitigating  the  sentence  in  his 
case.  It  was  also  significant  that  he 
had  repaid  some  E 120,000  to  those 
who  had  suffered  from  his 
depredations. 

In  the  circumstances  it  would 
have  been  more  appropriate  for 
consecutive  sentences  to  have  been 
passed  on  counts  I  and  2.  In  the 
light  of  all  the  considerations,  their 
Lordships  were  of  the  view  that  a 
total  sentence  of  five  years  was 
excessive  and  it  would  be  quashed. 

On  count  I  a  sentence  of  three 
years  imprisonment  and  on  count 
2  a  sentence  of  one  years  imprison¬ 
ment  would  be  substituted,  to  run 
consecutivriy. 

Solicitors:  Crown  Prosecution 
Service,  Portland  House. 


Juiy  directions 
on  delay 


faffed  to  'give  effect  to  section  -  order  to  steal  just  under  £400,000 


411(l)(a)  as  well  as  (b). 

He  would  therefore  dismiss  the 

Sofidturs:  Mr  Tim  Mumford. 
Rotherham;  Hickmotts. 
Rotherham. 


Applying  maxim  to  establish  liability  for  accident 


Widdowson  v  Newgate  Meat 
Corporation  and  Others 
Before  Lord  Justice  Nourse  and 
bed  Justice  Brooke 
(Judgment  November  I9f- 
Allhough  it  was  not  common  to  do 
so.  liability  for  a  road  traffic 
accident  could  be  established  by 
application  of  the  maxim,  res  ipsa 
loquirur\t he  tiling  speaks  for  itself] 
so  as  to  raise  a  prima  fade  case  of 
negligence  against  a  defendant. 

Where  the  judge  was  unable, 
because  of  lad;  of  evidence,  to 
ascertain  what  events  had  occ¬ 
urred  to  cause  a  pedestrian  to  be 
injured  by  being  hit  by  a  vehicle, 
die  maxim  applied  and  failure  by 
the  driver  to  give  a  plausible 
explanation  entitled  the  pedestrian 
tu  succeed  in  his  negligence  claim 
against  him. 

The  Own  of  Appeal  so  held  in  a 
reserved  judgment  allowing  an 
appeal  by  the  plaintiff.  Mr  John  W. 
Widdowson.  Irani  the  dismissal  by 
Judge  Spittle  in  Middlesbrough 
County  Court  an  August  2D,  1996, 
of  his  claim  for  damages  against 
the  defendants.  Newgate-  Meat 


Corporation.  Mr  John  B.  Scullion 
and  Mrs  Kelly  Enaas. 

Mr  David  Gripton  for  the  plain¬ 
tiff:  Mr  Toby  Stewart  for  the 
defendants. 

LORD  JUSTICE  BROOKE  said 
that  the  plaintiff  suffered  from  a 
serious  mental  disorder.  Just  be¬ 
fore  midnight  on  July  18. 1991,  he 
had  been  a  pedestrian  on  a  dual 
carriageway  when  he  was  knocked 
down  by  a  van  driven  fay  Mr 
Scullion  on  behalf  of  his  employ¬ 
ers.  Newgale  Meal  Corporation. 

Mr  Scullion  fold  the  police  that 
he  had  been  era  veiling  at  about 
60m ph  with  headlights  on  high 
beam  when  he  had  suddenly 
collided  with  something.  He  had 
had  no  idea  what  he  had  collided 
with  as  he  had  seen  nothing  in  the 
road. 

The  plaintiff  had  not  given 
evidence  at  the  trial,  not  being 
regarded  as  a  reliable  witness.  At 
the  dose  of  Lhe  plain  lifTs  case  the 
defendants  had  submitted  that 
there  was  no  case  to  answer  and 
had  elected  to  call  no  evidence. 

The  judge,  declining  to  apply  the 
nubtfrii’’  res  ipsa  loquitur,  dis¬ 


missed  the  plaintiffs  case.  He  said 
that  there  was  oo  evidence  as  to  the. 

circumstances  leading  up- to  the 
contact  between  the  van  and  .  the 
plaintiff.  It  might  have  been  due  to 
negligence  an  the  pan  of  one  or  the 
other  or  both,  but  he  did  not  know 
and  was  not  prepared  to  infer  dial 
the  collision  was  more  probably 
caused  by  the  negligence  of  the 
defendants. 

As  Mr  Scullion  had  called  no 
evidence  the  judge's  task  was  to 
determine  whether  the  plaintiff 
had  established  a  prima  fade  case 
that  Mr  Scullion  had  been 
negligent. 

Although  it  was  not  common  for 
liability  to  be  established  in  a  road 
traffic  accident  on  the  application 
of  the  maxim  res  ipsa  loquitur,  it 
was  also  rare  for  a  judge  to  be 
invited  to  determine  liability  for 
such  an  accident  without  hearing 
from  either  of  the  parties. 

The  derided  cases  showed  that  a 
plaintiff  in  Mr  Widdowson's  pos¬ 
ition  was  taken  as  establishing  a 
prima  fade  case  if  it  was  not 
possible  for  tutu  to  prove  precisely 


events  leading  to  the  accident,  but 
if  on  the  evidence  it  was  more 
likely  than  not  that  the  effective 
cause  of  the  accident  was  some  act 
or  omission  of  the  defendant  which 
constituted  a  failure  to  lake  proper 
care  for  the  plaintiffs  safety. 

The  plaintiff  had  been  entitled  to 
be  walking  along  the  carriageway 
at  the  side  of  the  road.  Mr  Scullion 
had  told  the  police  that  he  was 
driving  in  the  middle  of  the 
nearside  lane  at  60m ph. 

There  had  been  no  traffic  in 
front  of  him  and  he  would  have 
had  a  dear  view  as  he  had 
approached  the  plaintiff.  The 
plaintiff  had  next  been  seen  lying 
on  the  ground  in  the  middle  of  the 
nearside  lane. 

Why,  on  that  evidence,  was  it  not. 
open  to  the  plaintiff  to  assert 
successfully  that  it  was  more  likely 
than  not  that  the  effective  cause  of 
the  accident  was  tiiat  Mr  Scullion, 
after  a  long  day  at  the  wheel,  had 
not  observed  him  and  had  foiled  to 
drive  safely  round  him? 

Suggestions  put  forward  by  the 
defence  did  not  amount  to  a 
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BRITTANY 


Charming  l5Jhc®ntury  country 
manor  B8  E49  n/a  "/a  £271 
Conctmui  *** 

Hotel  da  FOeMn 
Comlortabta.  modem  hotel 
opposite  the  beach  on  the  edge  of 
waned  port  of  Concameau 
BB  £49  n/a  n/a  C27  t 
Dfnwii  Hotel  Anrar  ** 

A  charming,  renovated  18th-century 
hotel  BB  £39  n/a  n/a  £19  1 
LmnlOft:  OfeMt  *-* 

Modem,  motekayte  hotel  with  Its 
own  restaurant  and  bar 
RO  £34  ttfa  n/a  £16  1 

Outaipw.  CHnwt  ** 

Modem,  near  centre,  with  ft*  own 
restaurant  RO  £34  n/a  n/a  £18  i 

RMCOffi  Howl  *** 


Centre,  panoramic  sea  view  from 
restaurant  VaBd  Feb  23  to  Match 
31. 1998.  BB  £47  n/a  n/a  £26  1 
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St  Htalos  CflfNt  ** 

Modem  hotel  with  its  own 
restaurant  overioohing  the  Fiance 
estuary  RO  £34  n/a  n/a  £16  2 
91  Makic  Hotel  Ntasootte  ** 

Conveniently  located  with 
restaurant  and  bar 
RO  E34  n/a  n/a  £16  2 
StWhrtoi  IMePtage  ** 

Modem  hotel  overlooking  the  sea 
BB  £34  rtfa  n/a  E17 1 
St  Malos  Bteu  Marine  *** 

On  the  seafront  dose  to  winding 
streets  and  restaurants, 

RO  £44  n/a  n/a  C22  2 
St  Male:  Hotel  to  Central  *** 
Traditional  hotel  with  a  good 
restaurant  BB  £51  n/a  n/a  £31  1 

VwmkCMm  *» 

Modem  hotel  dose  to  the  Mstorfc 
centre  RO  £34  n/a  n/a  £16  3 

NORMANDY 

BAYHUX 

Chateau  de  BaKafuutaina  *** 

IBttvcentuy  chateau  in  set  In 
parkland  RO  £46  n/a  n/a  £25  - 

Hotel  le  Uot>  cPOr  *** 

Former  Uttvcentury  coaching  Inn 
B8  £46  n/a  n/a  £25  i 

Hotel  trArgnugaa  ♦* 

ISthcentury  manor  house 
BB  £46  n/a  n/a  £20  1 


BayetotCinom  fanna  ★★ 


OriginaJfy  a  ISth-camury  farm 
buBding,  this  rustic  Inn  has  a  bam 
style  restaurant  wtth  beams  and 
fireplace,  BB  E44  n/a  n/a  £22  1 

Cabourg:  Mercmw  *** 
Hippodrome 

Overlooking  race  course 
RO  £44  n/a  n/a  £22  1 
Caere  CanpuBe  Hoed  **• 
Modem,  motaWyte  hotel  wah  its  own 
restaurant  RO  £34  n/a  n/a  £16  2 
Caen:  Brie  Centra  -** 

Opposite  the  marfna  dose  to 
chateau  RO  £39  n/a  n/a  £17  1 
Caere  Marcum  *** 

Opposite  the  marina 
RO  £44  n/a  n/a  £22  1 
CliarlHHiiBU  Centra  nBe  ** 
On  the  outskirts,  modem  family 
hotel  RO  £34  n/a  n/a  £16  2 
Ctwnbourg:  Mira—  *** 
On  the  marina,  with  restaurant  and 
bar  RO  £44  n/a  n/a  £22  1 
DhmHrM  ** 

Minutes  torn  the  casino  ahd 
seafront  RO  £34  n/a  n/a  £16  1 
Hoofieer:  OtaBnR  ** 

A  peaceful  modem  hotel 
BB  £39  n/a  n/a  £20 1 

Honftoon  Hotel  Arteree  *** 

Fttness  room.  Jacuzd  and  steam 
baths  RO  £44  n/a  n/a  £22  — 
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Moot  St  Metre!;  **** 

Ratals  St  Metre!  -  -  - 
Panoramic  restaurant 
BB  £44  n/a  n/a  £22 1 

Rauere  Ctartne  *•* 

Close  to  the  old  town 
RO  £34  n/a  n/a  £16  2 
Rouere  HAM  de  Dieppe  A  *  *■ 
In  the  heart  of  old  Rouen  ctose  to 
the  cathedral,  museums  and 
shops  RO  £44  rVa  n/a  £22  2 
Rooevn  Mercnra  *** 

Champa  de  Mara 
10  mtoutea'  walk  from  the  historic 
centre  RO  £44  n/a  n/a  £22  2 
TrmnrfBet  Mercare  *** 

Ctose  to  the  casino  and  quayside 

RO  £44  rya  n/a  £22  1 
BB  ■>  Bed  and  breakfast 
RO  »  Room  only 

See  SaOntay's  paper  tar  fantastic  gaffing 
breaks  in  Nonaandy  and  Britany  and  for 
M  MBs  of  our  epwial  oflar  on  24-hour 
excursion  larea  vrih&tteny  Fames 
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on  the  defendant's  part  sufficient  to 
rebut  a  prima  facie  inference  of 
negligence  and  .  a.rjrfsusatde 
explanation -was-  what  the' taw 
required  in  sudi  circumstances. 

Tie  judge  had  been  wrong  to 
hold  that  the  plaintiff  had  not 
established  a  prima  fade  case  that 
the  defendants  had  been  negligent 
As  the  defendants  had  called  no 
evidence  to  rebut  the  Inference  the 
plaintiffs  appeal  was  to  be 
allowed. 

There  was,  however,  an  issue  of 
contributory  negligence.  In  the 
orcumstances  the  plaintiff  was 
equally  blameworthy.  Contribu¬ 
tory  negligence  would  be  assessed 
at  SO  per  cent 

Lord  Justice  Nourse  gave  a 
concurring  judgment 

Solicitors:  Peter  Green  &  Co  for 
.  Doberman  Horsman.  Middles¬ 
brough:  Jacksons. 

Middlesbrough. 


from  his  employers,  giving  rise  to 
count  l,  and  £29.000  from  the 
church.. count  2. 

Their  Lordships’  attention  had 
been  drawn  to  the  effect  of  inflation 
upon  the  figures  to  which  the 
judgment  in  Barrick  referred,  to 
tbe  effect  of  Practice  Statement 
(Crime:  Sentencing}  (The  Times 
October  7, 1992;  [1992)  1 WLR  948) 
issued  as  a  consequence  of  the 
Criminal  Justice  Act  L991.  and  to 
the  reduction  in  cases  of  simple 
theft  of  .tiie  maximum  sentence 
from  ten  in  seven  years. 

In  the  light  of  those  consid¬ 
erations  and  the  relevant  cases 
which  had  been  considered,  their 
Lordships  would  make  tile  follow¬ 
ing  suggestions,  stressing  that  they 
were  guidelines  only,  and  many 
factors  other  than  the  amount 
involved  might  affect  sentence. 

Where  die  amount  stolen  was 
not  small  but  was  less  than 
E17.500.  terms  of  imprisonment 
from  the  very  short  up  to  21 
months  would  be  appropriate 
cases  involving  sums,  between 
£17,500  and  000,000  would  merit 
two  to  three  years;  cases  involving 
sums  between  000.000  and 
E250.000  would  merit  between 
three  to  four  years;  cases  involving 
E250.000  to  £1  million  would  merit 
between  five  and  nine  years;  cases 


Regina  v  H  (Sexual  assault) 
Before  Lord  Justice  Fatter,  Mrs 
Justice  Ebsworth  and  Mr  Justice 
Forbes 

(Judgment  October  22) 

Where  there  was  substantial  delay 
by  a  complainant  in  making 
allegations  against  an  accused  of 
sexual  misconduct  spreading  over 
a  period  of  years,  it  was  desirable 
that  some  kind  of  direction  should 
be  given  to  the  jury  on  possible 
difficulties  with  which  tbe  defence 
might  have,  been  faced  as  a  result 
of  such  delay. 

The  Court  of  AppeaL  Criminal 
Division,  so  stated  in  a  reserved 
judgment  dismissing  an  appeal 
against  conviction  in  January  1995 
at  Winchester  Crown  Court  (Mr 
Justice  Buckley  and  a  jury]  of  one 
count  of  indecency  with  a  child, 
one  of  indecent  assault  and  one  of 
incest  for  which  be  was  sentenced 
respectively  to  consecutive  terms  of 
12  months,  12  months  and  six  years 
imprisonment,  making  a  total  of 
eight  years  imprisonment. 

Mr  B.  N,  O’Brien,  assigned  by . 
the  Registrar  of  Criminal  Appeals, 
for  the  appellant;  Mr  Philip 
Gillibraixf  fin1  tbe  Crown. 

LORD  JUSTICE  POTTER,  giv¬ 
ing  the  judgment  of  the  conn, 
reviewed  the  following  authorities: 
Attornev-GeneraTs  Reference  (No 
1  of  1990  Q1992J  QB  630J;  R  v 


what  was  the  relevant  act- or.  --plausible- explanation  consistent 
'amission  which  set  in  train  dte-r  •widnhg'an  absertoyofnegtigUKar 


Human  Rights  Law  Report 

BrfeacKt) 


Johnson  v  United  Kingdom 

(Case  No  119/1996/733/937) 

Before  R.  Ryssdai  President  and 
Judges  P.  Goicukla,  A.  Spielmann. 
N.  Valticos.  Sirjohn  Freeland,  A. 
B.  Baka,  P.  Kuris.  £.  Levits  and  P. 
van  Dijk 

.Registrar.  H.  Fetmfid 

Deputy  Registrar  P.T.  Mahoney  . 

[Judgment  October^ 

The  absence"  of  safeguards  to 
ensure  that  a  patient's  release  from 
'  detention  in  a  psychiatric  hospital 
would  not  tie  unreasonably  de¬ 
layed  after  it  was  established  that 
he  was  no  longer  mentally  ill 
caused  a  breach  by  foe  United 
Kingdom  of -article  5.1  of  the 
European  Convention  on  Human 
Rights. 

Article  5  of  the  Convention 
provides  “1  Everyone  has  the  right 
to, liberty  and  security  of  person. 
-No  one  shall  be  deprived  of, his  *- 
liber^r  save  in  tbe  following  cases 
and  in  accordance  with  a  proce¬ 
dure  prescribed  by  law: ...  (e)  the 
lawful  detention  of  persons  for  the 
prevention  of  die  spreading  of 
infectious  diseases,  erf  persons  of 
unsound  mind,  alcoholics  or  drug 
addicts  or  vagrants^. . . 

“4  Everyone  who  is  deprived  of 
his  Liberty  by  arrest  or  detention 
shall  be  entitled  to  lake  prcceed- 
mgs  by  which  the  lawfulness  of  his 
detention  shall  be  decided  speedily 
by  a  court  and  his  release  ordered 
if  tbe  detention  is  not  fawfuL” 

The  applicant,  Mr  Stanley  John¬ 
son,  was  a  British  national.  He 
was  barn  in  1947  and  lived  in 
Leicester.  On  August  &  1984  Mr 
Johnson,  who  tod  punched  a 
woman  an  tbe  street,  was  con¬ 
victed  at  Leicester  Crown  Court  of  ■ 
causing  actual  bodily  harm .  far 
which  the  maximum  sentence  was 
five  years  imprisonment. 

He  bad  four  previous  convic¬ 
tions  for  unprovoked  and  in¬ 
discriminate  assaults,. ,  He  .was. 
found  to  be  suffering  from  a’ 
mental  fflness  and  the  trial  coart 
made  him  subject  to  a  hospital 
order  and  an  order  under  the 
Mental  Health  Act  1983  imposing, 
without  limit  of  time,  restrictions 
on  Ids  discharge. 

On  August  15,  1984  he  was 
admitted  to  Rampton  HospitaL  a 
maximum  security  psychiatric  in¬ 
stitution.  where  he  was  diagnosed 
by  foe  responsible  medical  officer 
as  suffering  from  schhophrenia 
superimposed  on  a  psychopathic 
personality. 

In  June  1989.  the  Menial  Health 
Review  Tribunal  considered  his 
case.  It  had  -before  it  a  report  by  his 
responsible  medical  officer  which 
stated  that  foe  applicant  was  free 
of  any  of  foe  symptoms  of  foe 
mental  Hlness  whkfa  had  led  to  his 
confinement  but  that  he  was  not  fit 

for  ahsalute  discharge  without  first 
undergoing  a  period- of  rehabilita¬ 
tion  in  a  suitable  hostel  environ¬ 
ment,  .  Thai  .view  and'  — 

recommendation  were  confirmed 
by  another  independent  -‘ 

psychiatrist. 

lhe  tribunal  itself  was  satisfied 
that  foe  applicant  was  no  longer 
suffering  from  mental  illness,  but- 
considered  that  if  he  were  released 
without  RhabOitatiofl  after  almost 


five  years  in  hospital  he  might 
become  ill  again. 

It  therefore  ordered  his  dis- 
charge  subject  to  the  conditions 
that  he  lived  m  a  hostel  and  was 
supervised  hiy  h  psychiatrist  and  a 
social  worker,  His  release  was  to 
be  defeii  ed  until  a  suitable  bostd 
could  be  found.  .  ' 

By  May  199(L  wbea  foe  Mental 
Health  Review  Tribunal  again 
.considered  His  case,  it  tod  not  beep 
possible  fo  find  a  hostel  place  fbtr 
foe  applicant,  despite  considerable 
efforts  by  the  authorities. 

The  hostels  in  foe  area  were 
unwilling  to  take  him  because  of 
his  history  of  alcohol  abuse  and 
attacks  on  women.  It  would  also'', 
appear  that  he  was  determined  to 
present  himself  in  a  negative  light 
to  the  hostels  approached. 

The  tribunal  noted  that  foe 
applicant  would  have  preferred  an 

■  absolute  u$sdiarge  ‘but  decided  - 
that  it  was  in  tbe  interests  of  foe 
applicant  arid  the  general  public 
that  he  remained  Gable  to  hospital 
recall  and  was  provided  with 
adequate  support. 

Accordingly,  it  directed  his  con¬ 
ditional  discharge  be  deferred 
until  supervised  accommodation 
could  be  found. 

On  September  10.  T990  foe 
applicant  commenced  trial  leave  a: 
a  less  secure  psychiatric  hospital. 
On  October  9, 1990.  having  visited 
a  local  public  house,  he  assaulted 
another  patient  and  he  was  re¬ 
turned  to  Rampton  HospitaL 
On  April  9.  1991,  his  case  was 
again  reviewed  by  tbe  Mental 
Health  Review  Tribunal-  It  had 
before ir  medical  and  social  reports 
which  indicated  that  the  applicant 
was  not  mentally  Dl  and  did  nor 
require  to  be  kept  in  Rampton 
Hospital,  but  that  he  was  hkrfy  to 
“explode"  if  he  began  using  alcrihol 
or  drugs  and  that  he  had  been 
resistanr  to  treatment  for  his 
problems  with  Intoxicants. 

*  The  tribunal  concluded  that  the 
applicant  was  not  suffering  From  a 
mental  disorder  which  required 
detention  in  hespitaj.  bur  that  since 
he  did  not  accept  sufficient  respon¬ 
sibility  for  his  behaviour  to  be  able 
to  cope  with  the  pressures  of  life  in 
foe  community  without  consid¬ 
erable  degree  of  supervision  and 
support,  he  should  be  con¬ 
ditionally  discharged.  Thai  was' 
again  deferred  until  ‘suitable, 
acamnodatkm  could  be  found.  - 

On  January  12, 1993.  the  tribunal 
ordered  his  absolute  discharge, 
having  seen  the  mast  reeflit  report 
prepared  by  foe  responsible  medi¬ 
cal  officer  which  stated  that  he  had 
not  suffered  from  mental  illness 
ance  1987,  did  not  need  to  be- 
detained  in  hospital  and  was 
unlikely  to  accept  any  conditions 
which  wen?  imposed  cm  his 
discharge, 

■  He-  was  released  an  January 
.1993  and  had  not  since  rdapsed 
ifad  mental  Hlness.  ■ 

_  Thrapjffiatibn  to  foe  European. 1 
Gorri  mission  of  ' Human  Rights, 
which  was  lodged  on  July  8. 1993.  - 
was  declared  parity  admissible  on  * 
May  18. 1995. 

Having  attempted  tmsngggss- 
ftilly  to  secure  a  friendly  settfemenr  ' 
the  Commission  drew  up  a  repeat 


■  : 

menl 

tal 

on  June  2S.  1990  in  which  it 
established  die  £ads  and  expressed 
the  opinion  foal  there  tod  been  a 
violation  of  article  5.1  (fifteen  votes 
to  one)  and  that  the  applicant's 
complaint  under  article  5.4  gave 
rise  to  no  separate  issue  (fifteen 
votes  to  onej. 

THE  EUROPEAN  COURT  OF 
HUMAN  RIGHTS  held: 

I  Alleged  violation  of  article-  51 
Tto  Court  stressed  that  foe 
-lawfulness  of  foe  applicant*  deten¬ 
tion  after  June  15,  1989  had  to  be 
assessed  from  thestandpoint  of  foe 
Convention  requirements  govern¬ 
ing  foe  detention  of  persons  of 
•  unsound  mind  (article  5.1(e))  even 
if  it  was  not  disputed  that  his 
detention  after  that  date  was 
lawful  under  die  Mental  Health 
Act  1963.  - 

.  .On  .  that  understanding  ‘  the 
<  Court  recalled  dud,  according  to  iis 
’  sailed  case  law  in  that  area 
QWuitermrp  ~v  The  Netherlands 
October  24,  1979  (Series  A,  No  33 
pp21-22,  paragraph  40)  and 
Luberti  v  Italy  February  23,  1984 
(Series  A.  No  75  ppl2-13,  para¬ 
graph  27)  an  individual  could  not 
be  considered  to  be  of  unsound 
mind  and  deprived  of  his  liberty 
unless  three  conditions  had  been 
satisfied: 

1  That  individual  mast  be  reliably 
showh  tn  be  erf  unsound  mind; 

2  The  mental  disorder  must  be  of  a 
kind  or  degree  warranting  com¬ 
pulsory  confinement;  and 

3  Tbe  validity  of  continued  deten¬ 
tion  depended  upon  foe  persis¬ 
tence  of-the  mental  disorder. 

The  Court  noted  that  the  third 
condition  alone  was  relevant  to  the 
circumstances  at  issue. 

Tbe  Gourt  rejected  foe  argument 
that  a  funding  by  an  expert  au¬ 
thority  thajt  a  person  was  no  longer 
suffering  from  the  farm  of  mental 
illness  which  led  to  his  confine¬ 
ment  must]  inevitably  lead  to  his 
immediate  fend  unconditional  dis¬ 
charge  intoUhe  community. 

It  considered  that  such  a  conclu¬ 
sion  would  pive  rise  to  an  unfortu¬ 
nate’  curtailment  of  foe  expert 
authority's!  discretion  to  assess 
what  was  .  the  most  appropriate 
course  of  action  to  take  at  particu¬ 
lar  cases,  having  regard  to  the 
need  to  balance  the  interests  of  tbe 
indfritinal  ;  against  those  of  the 
community- iihio  which  he  would  be 
released.  \. 

■  Acmrrfmgfy-, .  the  expert  au¬ 
thority  could  ,jn  particular  cases 
teginmaiefy  make  an  individual's 
discharge  subject  to  conditions 
and.  if  necessary.  defer  discharge 
In  foe  light  of  foe  conditions 
imposed.  However,  foe  Court 
stressetf-fhat  ir  wMS  of  paramount 
importance  that  discharge  must 
not  be  tmreasonaltly  delayed  and 
that  there  existed  safeguards  to 
prevent  that. 

Having  regard  cp1.  those  consid¬ 
erations.  rife  Court  considered  that  . 
foe-  Menati  Health  Tribunal  in'. 
Jane 1989  Whs  justified  in  cpndudr 
big  that  it  was  premature  to  order 
the  applicants  immediate  and 
unconditional  discharge. 

The  tribunal  could'  properly 
have  regard  to  foe  fact  that  the 
applicant's  mental  disurder  had 
manifested  itself  in  aos  <pf  sponta- 


Dutton  fl|994|  Crira  LR  910);  R  v 
BirchaJI  (The  Times  March  23. 
1995):  R  v  WilitinsDn  QI996]  1  Cr 
App  R  81);  R  vJohn  E  ((1996)  I  Cr 
A pp  R  88);  R  v  Hallam  fun- 
reported.  November  24, 1995);  R  v 
B  019961  Crim  LR  406)  and  R  v 
Hickson  (unreported,  February  14. 
1997). 

It  was  apparent  from  those 
decisions  that,  in  such  cases,  each 
would  fell  for  consideration  on  its 
own  particular  facts  and  circum¬ 
stances.  to  which  foe  judge's 
summing-up  had  to  be  appropriate 
but  comparison  of  foe  various 
decisions  also  suggested  that  it 
would  be  unusual  for  a  conviction, 
to  be  regarded  as  safe  in  a  case 
where  there  had  been  no  direction 
on  difficulties  which  the  defence 
contended  had  arisen  from  the 
delay  in  the  making  of  the  com¬ 
plaints  and  the  bringing  of  the 
cases  to  rriaL 

None  die  less,  such  a  direction 
was  not  to  be  regarded  as  invari¬ 
ably  required  except  in  cases 
where  some  significant  difficulty 
or  aspect  of  prejudice  was  aired  or 
otherwise  became  apparent  to  the 
judge  in  the  course  of  the  trial. 

Equally,  sudi  a  direction  should 
be  given  in  any  case  where  it  was 
necessary  far  the  purposes  of  being 
even-handed  as  between  com¬ 
plainant  and  defendant 

Solicitors:  Crown  Prosecution 
Service.  Dorset 


Strasbourg 


neons  and  unprovoked,  violence 
aqainst  members  of  the  public  and ' 
that  in  addition  to  being  subject  to 
psychiatric  and  social  worker 
supervision  following  release,  he 
heeded  to  complete  successfully  a 
period- of  rehabilitation  in  a  super¬ 
vised  hostel  environment  as  a 
prelude  to  his  final  and  uncondv- 
tionaJ  discharge. 

The  Court  noted'  foal  that  cau¬ 
tious  approach  was  in  fact  en¬ 
dorsed  py  the  psychiatric  evidence 
before  the  tribunal,  including  that 
of  his  responsible  medical  officer. 

The  Court  considered  that  the 
tribunals  decision  to  make  the 
applicant's  release  conditional  cn 
his  remaining  subject  to  psydti- 
atric  and  social  worker  super¬ 
vision  did  not  raise  any  issue . 
under  article  5.1  ' 

However,  while  it  might  have  - 
been  justified  in  principle  to  defer 
the  app&anrv  discharge  until  a 
hostel  best  Suited  to  his  particular 
needs  was  arranged,  tbe  Court 
noted  that  the  tribunal  lacked  the 
powers  to  ensure  that  a  placement 
could  in  feet  be  secured  within  a 
reasonable  period  of  time; 

While  tbe  authorities  made 
considerable  efforts  to  secure  a 
hostel  and  they  were  not  assisted  in 
that  respect  by  the  negative  atti¬ 
tude  shown  try  tbe  applicant 
towards  the  limited  options  avail¬ 
able,  there  were  no  procedures  in 
place  which  would  have  allowed 
the  tribunal  to  take  any  necessary 
measures  to  overcome  the  diffi¬ 
culties  encountered  by  the  authori¬ 
ties  in  implonenting  the  condition. 

The  Court  obsoved  in  that 
respect  that  the  applicant  could  not 
petition  the  tribunal  in  between  its 
annual  reviews  to  have  the  terms 
of  tbe  hostel  condition  varied  or 
reconsidered;  nor  were  there  any 
other  possibilities  to  seek  judicial 
review  of  the  condition. 

Tito  Court  ,  noted  that  the  im¬ 
position  of  foe  hostel  condition  led 
m  fen  to  the  indefinite  deferral  of 
the  applicant's  release  since  the 
tribunals  which  subsequently  re¬ 
viewed  his  case  at  annua]  intervals 
in  practice  ordered  his  continued 
detention  because  the  condition 
had  not  been  implemented. 

It  was  not  until  January  1993 
that  foe  tribunal  eventually 
ordered  his  discharge  bran 
Rampton. 

For  those  reasons,  foe  Court 
held  that  the  applicant's  continual 
detention  after  June  IS.  I9S9  con¬ 
stituted  a  breach  of  article  i  I  of  the 
Convention. 

II  Alleged  violation  of  article  &4 
The  Court  took  the  view  that  foe 
applicant's  complaints  concerning 
foe  inability  of  the  Mental  Health 
Review  Tribunal  to  ensure  the 
fulfilment  of  the  terms  of  -the 
conditional  discharge  order  had 
already  been  raised  and  dealt  with 
under  his  previous  head  of  com- 
piainr.  ft  therefore  concluded  that- 
tiffs;  crarmiaim  gave  rise1  to  no 
separate  issue. 

m  Application  of  article  50  ' 

The  Court  awarded  E 10,000  to 
foe  applicant  in  respect  of  non- 
pecuniary  damage  and  £2^000 
(less  FFr30^66  received  from  tbe 
Council  of  Europe  in  legal  aid)  for 
legal  costs  and  expenses. 
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Christmas  bargains:  a  weekend  in  the  wild  West  End;  a  wander  through  old  Spain,  a  flight  to  the  People’s  Republic 

flying 
of  £21 


PACK 

'YOUR 

BAGS 


iA special  setmian  of 
Christmas  holidays  and  tmv- 
J  opportunities  at  home  and 
around  the  world,  some  at 
bargain  prices.  , 


BRITAIN" 


SyART  the  celebrations  early 
with  the  best  available  seats  at 
a  London  show  of  your  choice 
on  December  21  or  22  and  a 
night  at  a  four-star  West  End 
hotel  included  in  a  Goldenrail 
Parage  costing  £is.  Details: 
nibl-238  52Ub.  ' 

®  DONKEY  rides, 
sandcastle  competitions,  a 
colonial  curry  and  Asian 
feast,  and  a  hunt  for  Father 
Christmas  are  included  in  an 
action-packed  four-day  break 
at  Moonfleet  Manor,  over¬ 
looking  Chesil  Beach,  near 
Weymouth.  Dorset  Prices 
start  at  E435  for  adults  and 
E275  fur  children  and  include 
full  board  and  everything  for 
all  ages,  from  a  toy-filled  den, 


disco  and  aromatherapy.  De¬ 
tails:  01305  786948. 

■  ABSEILING  for  Christmas 
is  just  one  of  the  possibilities 
on  an  atfivity  break  in 
Llangollen  with  Acorn  Activi¬ 
ties  from  December  24  to  27. 
Mountain  biking,  Whitewater 
rafting,  indoor  karting  and  a 
disco  also  feature,  between 
festive  meals  in  the  £375 
package,  which  includes  full 
board  at  the  Royal  Hotel  De¬ 
tails:  01432830083. 

■  A  TRADITIONAL  Christ¬ 
mas  in  the  Yorkshire  coon  try- 
ride  is  available  at  Wood  Hall' 
with  the  chance  to  work  it  all 
off  on  Boxing  Day  in  the  leis¬ 
ure  club,  at  Wether  by  Races  or 
following  the  local  hum.  The 
three-night  break  from  De¬ 
cember  24.  including  meals 
and  entertainment,  costs  from 
£395  for  adults  and  E326  for 
children.  Details:  01937  587271. 

■  OXFORD  is  the  destination 
for  a  coach  holiday  from  south¬ 
west  Wales  with  Diamond  and 
Gian ta we  Coach  Holidays.  Hie 
£279  package  includes  four 
nights'  full-board,  entertain¬ 
ment  and  full  use. of  sporting 
facilities  to  suit  every  post- 
festive  state  at  the  Queen’s 
Moat  House  from  December  24 
to  27.  Details:  01792  791981. 


A  DUTY-FREE  stale  could  be 
the  ideal  destination  for  those 
planning  a  very  cheery  Christ¬ 
mas  and  Lunn  Poly  is  offering 
a  week's  Airtours  holiday  with 
half-board  in  Livigno,  north¬ 
ern  Italy,  for  £279.  Skiing  is 
livigno "s  other  main  attrac¬ 
tion.  Fly  from  Gatwick  on 
December  20.  Details  from  the 
company’s  Holiday  Shops. 

■  THE  ALGARVE  for  Christ¬ 
mas  week  for  £159  in  self¬ 
catering  accommodation,  in¬ 
cluding  a  .  flight  from 
Manchester  on  December.20, 
is  available  from  Style  Holi¬ 
days.  Details:  OlSl-568 1999. 

■  WANDER  through  Spam’s 
historic  cities  over  Christmas 
and  the  new  year  on  a  fort¬ 
night's  walking  and  sightsee¬ 
ing  holiday  with  Ramblers 
Holidays.-  For  £778,  you  will 
fly  from  Gatwick  on  Decem¬ 
ber  20  and  visit  Madrid,  Cor¬ 
doba,  Granada  and  Seville. 
Half-board  accommodation  is 
included.  Details:  01707 
331133. 

■  START  early  bat  return  on 
December  26  or  27  and  you  ■ 
can  take  advantage  of  good 
offers  from  Sunset  Holidays, 


,  from  Glasgow.  Savings 
£200  are  available  for  a 
fortnight's  self-catering  in  Te¬ 
nerife  starting  on  December  12 
and  in  Gran  Canaria  from 
December  13.  Prices  from 
£269.  Details:  01204  434343. 

■  CHILDREN  ski  free  on 
holidays  from  December  20 
with  Leisure  Direction  at 
several  resorts  in  the  French 
Alps.  Children  under  ten  will 
receive  a  free  lift  pass  and  ski 

when  the  adult  with 
.  pays  for  the  same  items. 
Details:  0181-324  3030. 

■  BEER  MUGS,  dirndl  skirts 
and  breeches  will  be  much  in 
evidence  during  a  week's 
coach  holiday  in  the  Austrian 
Tyrol.  The  transport,  by  Birm¬ 
ingham  International  Coach¬ 
es.  leaves  the  Midlands  on  De¬ 
cember  22  for  six  nights  in  a 
hotel  in  Kufsten.  Priced  from 
£299,  including  half-board 
with  festive  meals.  Details: 
0121-783  4004. 

■  A  TEMPERATE  but  not 
temperance  Christmas,  con¬ 
sidering  the  local  produce,  can 
be  enjoyed  in  Madeira  with 
Cadogan  Holidays  for  £499. 
Fly  from  Gatwick  cm  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve  for  eight  nights’  B&B 
in  a  four-star  Machico  hotel. 
Details:  01703  828303. 


A  skiing  holiday  for  the  best  chance  of  a  white  Christmas 


IQN&rHatlL:;  ; 

VISAS  for  British  visitors  to 
Kenya  caused  a  storm  of  pro¬ 
test  when  they  were  introduced 
last  month  at  £35  a  head,  but 
Tropical  Places  promises  a 
rafond  for  tourists  taking  a 
holiday  at  the  all-inclusive 
Mnaranj  Club  over  Christmas. 
A  fortnight  from  December  14 
^  fr°m  December 

21.  E995.  Flights  from  Gatwick 
or  Manchester.  Details:  01342 
825123. 

■  CHRISTMAS  in  the  sun  is 
snU  available  from  Lunn  Poly 
on  a  fortnight’s  all-indusive 
Thomson  holiday  in  the 
Dominican  Republic  costing 
£799.  Fly  from  Birmingham 
on  December  14.  Details  from 
Lunn  Poly  Holiday  Shops. 

■  JORDAN  for  Christmas  is 
among  exotic  deals  still  on 
offer.  A  week's  guided  tour 
taking  in  Petra,  Amman. 
Mount  Nebo  and  a  stay  in  a 
restored  village  is  available 
from  Bales  Tours  for  E7I8.  Fly 
from  Heathrow  on  December 

22.  Details:  01306  8S5923. 

■  TIGER-STALKING  in  In¬ 
dia  is  included  in  a  12-day  tour 
with  Wildlife  Worldwide  de¬ 
parting  from  Heathrow  on 


December  22.  Crocodiles  and 
bears  are  among  other  wildlife 
that  might  be  spotted.  Price: 
E2.I95,  including  flights,  ac¬ 
commodation  and  most 
meals.  Details:  0181-667  9158. 

■  HOTELS  in  America  in  the 
Inter-Continental  group  are 
offering  special  rates  until  the 
end  of  January.  A  room  in 
Montreal  or  Dallas  costs  from 
£60  a  night  and  some  in 
Central  and  South  America 
are  available  from  £48.  The 
Holiday  Options  offer  in¬ 
cludes  upgrades  and  an  addi¬ 
tional  room  at  half-price. 
Details:  0345  581444. 

■  BELTING  flights  are  avail¬ 
able  from  £318  return,  exclud¬ 
ing  tax.  until  the  end  of  March 
from  Campus  Travel.  Offer 
limited  to  students  and  under- 
26s.  Details:  0171-730  8111. 


WEEKEND 
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See  The  Times  on 
Saturday  for 
more  flight 
bargains  and  last- 
minute  holidays 
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Call  Trai (finders  for  the  complete  tailor-made  travel  service 

LONDON  Longhauf:  0171-938  3039 
Transatlantic  &  European:  0171-937  5400 
First  &  Business  Class:  0171-938  3444 
BIRMINGHAM  Worldwide:  0121-236  1234 
BRISTOL  Worldwide:  0117-929  9000 
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Three  flights  weekly  from 
Heathrow  to  Buenos  Aires 
daily  from  Madrid. 


Tel  UK 
0171 494  1001 
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KENYA 

SPECIALISTS 

For  TaUormade  Safari*. 
Exotic  Readies  or 
just  Flights 
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Hollywood’s 
young  guns 

A  new  breed  of  writer  /director  is  behind  some  of  Tinseltown’s 
finest  new  movies.  Lesley  OToole  meets  three  of  them 


Sylvester  Stallone  is  likely  ro 
gamer  a  Best  Actor  nod 
when  the  Academy  Award 
nominations  are  an¬ 
nounced  next  February.  But  while 
his  performance  in  Cop  Land  tsee 
review,  opposite)  is  certainly  de¬ 
serving  of  the  honour.  Stallone 
would  be  the  first  ru  lay  credit 
where  credit  is  at  least  panly  due: 
with  a  man  young  enough  to  be  liis 
son.  the  film's  writer /director.  35- 
year-old  James  Mangold. 

When  Mangold's  script  was  do¬ 
ing  the  film  studio  rounds,  the  first 
film  he  had  written  and  directed  — 
Heavy— was  yet  to  be  released.  He 
was  jusr  another  young  screenwrit¬ 
er  determined  to  direct  his  own 
script.  When  he  heard  Sylvesrer 
Stallone  was  interested,  his  first 
thought  was  of  how  he  "could  drop 
someone  with  his  great  physique 
into  the  story.  I  let  it  be  known  he 
would  have  to  gain  weight  to  liwk 
like  a  slob.  When  he  met  me.  the 
first  thine  out  of  his  mouth  was  T'H 
gain  weight.* " 

Besides  coaxing  a  performance 
front  Stallone  die  like  of  which  we 
haven't  seen  since  Rocfy.  Man¬ 
gold's  script  also  attracted  revered 
industry  stalwarts  Robert  De  Niro. 
Harvey  Keitel  and  Ray  Liona.  Yer 
the  baby-faced  Mangold  cannot 
recall  being  intimidated.  “I  guess 
these  guys  really  liked  the  script 
and  theybrouehi  a  real  respect  for 
the  nui ferial  and  for  working  with 
me.  and  for  that  1  thank  God.  I  fell 
like  a  very  lucky  man.  By  the  time 
the  production  started,  I  really  felt  l 
had  sea  legs  in  terms  of  dealing 
with  them." 

Therein  lies'  the  key  to  this  New 
Breed  of  writer/director.  While 
undeniably  an  underdog,  the  New 
Breed  is  a  feisty,  straightforward 
creature  who  knows  he's  the  best 
man  for  the  job. 

“I  really  think  there's  a  difference 
between  ego  and  arrogance  and 
confidence,"  Mangold  says.  “For 
me.  the  director  has  kind  of  an 
evangelical  role.  I  dont  know  if  I’m 
right,'  and  l  dont  know  if  I’m  all 
that  talented.  I  don’t  have  my 
tongue  in  my  cheek.  I  just  want  to 
make  really  earnest  films  about 
things,  and  the  only  way  to  get 
something  done  is  somehow  to 
believe  in  something  and  just  give  it 
your  all.  You  either  fail  miserably 
or  succeed  beautifully." 

Another  young  write  •/director 
whose  rhetoric  txhoes  Mangold's 
has  also  recently  succeeds  d  beauti¬ 
fully  in  the  US.  Paul  Thomas 
.Anderson’s  Boogie  Nights  (which 
opens  here  in  January)  has  been  the 
best  renewed  American  film  of  this 
year.  It  has  also  revived  the  career 
of  Burt  Reynolds,  and  made  a 
serious  movie  star  of  Mark 
Wahlberg,  formerly  known  as  a 
rapper  and  ubiquitous  Calvin 
Klein  model. 

Like  Mangold.  27-year-old  An¬ 
derson  had  made  only  one  film  — 
Hard  Eight  starring  Gwyneth 
Paltrow  —  before  embarking  on  the 
one  that  changed  his  life.  Hard 


Eight  had  not  been  a  happy 
experience,  although  Anderson  in¬ 
sets  he  had  at  least  "learnt  some¬ 
thing  about  dealing  with  the  people 
who  pay  for  movies".  What  he 
learnt  is  that  non-malevoleni  trick¬ 
ery  is  one  of  the  best  cards  to  deal  to 
Hollywood  suits.  Boogie  Nights 
boasts  no  A-iist  star  ui  its  cask 
which  prompted  said  suits  to  ask 
Anderson  if  he  couldn't  procure  at 
least  one  big  name  for  a  cameo. 

“1  kind  of  conned  them  by 
leaving  them  on  the  hook  with  that. 
I  rold  them.  ’Yeah,  sure.  I'll  meet 
Sean  Fenn.’"  But  he  already  had 
his  man  for  the  scene-stealing  coke- 
dealer.  Rahad  Jackson.  "I  knew  this 
movie  was  going  to  be  good,  and 
that  once  they'd  seen  a  few  dailies, 
they'd  jusr  forget  about  a  star 
cameo.  A  week  into  production, 
they  said:  ’So  who's  going  to  play 
RaliadT  and  I  said:  'There's  this 
guy  called  Alfred  Molina.’"  Great 
Tdea.  said  the  suits. 

Studios  taking  a  gamble  on 
unproven  youngsters  have  one  last 
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difference 
between  ego 
and  arrogance 
and 

confidence  9 


failsafe.  Anderson's  contract  did 
nor  permit  him  vvliat  is  termed 
"final  cut".  Had  New  Line  Pictures 
disliked  anything  about  Boogie 
Nights,  they  would  have  been 
contractually  able  to  change  it.  even 
to  bring  in  a  new  director.  "In 
essence  they  did  give  me  final  cut 
because  they  let  me  do  what  I 
wanted  to  du.  If  you're  on  schedule 
and  on  budget,  there's  not  a  lor  they 
say  or  do.  And  we  were  both." 

Unlike  some  of  the  New  Breed, 
Anderson  and  Mangold  don’t  gen¬ 
erally  frequent  LA's  latest  watering 
holes  after  hours.  “This  is  fun," 
says  Anderson  unconvincingly, 
“and  it's  nice  to  read  great  reviews 
and  go  to  the  premieres,  and  1 
really  dont  want  to  seem  like  an 
ungrateful  malcontent,  but  really 
the'  most  fun  part  of  the  job  is 
making  the  film." 

Anderson  gives  a  Beavis  and 
Bunhead  kind  of  laugh  when  1  ask 
again  how  it  really 'feels  to  be  a 
euurted  writer /director  in  Holly¬ 
wood.  "OK.  it’s  wonderful,  but  the 
things  I'm  thinking  are  exciting 
really  aren't  that  interesting  to 
anyone  else.  I'm  thinking  that 
maybe  with  some  of  this  success. 
I’ll  be  able  to  get  all  Kodak  prints 
next  rime,  instead  of  half  Kodak 
and  half  Fuji.  And  maybe  contrac¬ 
tually.  I  can  get  final  cut." 

Mangold  and  Anderson  share  an 
almost  paternal  attitude  towards 


their  actors.  Anderson  re-employed 
most  of  Hard  Eight’s  cast  un 
Boogie  Nights,  and  has  now 
worked  with  essentially  his  wish 
fist  of  actors  “Ive  always  known 
how  important  actors  are  to  mak¬ 
ing  a  movie  good,  but  the  real  thing 
to'me  is  they’re  my  friends,  so  1 
have  this  leg  up  in  caring  for  them 
first,  and  wanting  to  protea  their 
performances,  and  all  the  hard 
work  that  they've  done." 

Mangold  .concurs.  “I'm  very 
hostile  to  any  member  of  my  crew 
who  mocks  the  vanity  or  insecurity 
of  the  actors.  Most  people  should 
try.  for  even  a  day.  having  an  80- 
millimerre  lens  painted  at  your 
face,  recording  every  blemish,  ev¬ 
ery  twitch,  looking  deep  into  your 
eyes.  Then  that  is  rhrown  on  to 
thousands  of  screens  all  over  the 
world  for  people  ro  ridicule  or 
applaud,  to  comment  on  how 
attractive  you  look,  and  whether 
you  are  dumpier  in  this  film  or  the 
last.  The  level  of  ridicule  actors 
have  to  go  through  is  ridiculous." 

Hollywood  being  Hollywood,  its 
players  get  younger  and  younger. 
Next  year  might  be  Troy  Duffy's 
year.  It's  a  great  story:  university 
medical  student  moves  to  LA  with 
his  brother  to  form  a  band.  After 
seeing  one  too  many  bad  movies, 
Duffy  derides  ro  pen  something 
bene'r.  He  sells  two  ideas  to  studio 
giant  Paramount  and  then  a  script 
—  The  Boondock  Saints  —  to 
Miramax.  He  is  "attached"  as 
director,  though  he  has  never 
directed  in  his  life.  Miramax  is  also 
buying  Duffy  the  bar  he  was 
working  at  as  a  bartender. 

His  immediate  concern  is 
casting  The  Boondock 
Saints,  and  he  is  talk¬ 
ing  to  Stephen  Dorff, 
Kenneth  Branagh  and  Billy 
Connolly.  He's  raking  some  of  the 
disappointment  hard.  Mark 
Wahlberg  was  keen  to  play  Dorffs 
brother,  and  the  threesome  spent 
some  lime  play-acting  their  roles  as 
Boston-irish  brothers  turned  vigi¬ 
lantes.  But  then  Boogie  Nights 
came  along  and  Wahlberg  was 
besieged  with  offers  —  and  passed. 
Duffy-  desperately  wants  Branagh 
to  play  the  film’s  gay  FBI  agent.  "I 
want  him  to  do  it,  he  wants  to  do  it. 
that  should  be  it."  But  it  never  is 
once  agents  and  lawyers  become 
involved. 

Duffy  now  has  some  direction 
under  ’his  belt  —  a  lavish,  self- 
financed  black  and  white  video  for 
his  band,  the  Brood,  recently 
offered  a  deal  by  Madonna’s  Mav¬ 
erick  Records  —  but  he  knows  he’s 
still  mostly  hype.  “You  know,  the 
story  is  wonderful:  this  kid  and  the 
bar.  It’s  a  nice  little  Hollywood 
success  story.  But  I'm  not  success¬ 
ful.  When  IVe  made  the  film  and 
recorded  an  album,  I  might  feel 
successful.  The  foots  has  always 
been  on  the  outcome,  and  right 
now,  I  just  have  this  over-riding 
sense  of 'Let'S  get  this  done,  and  get 
it  done  correctly.’" 


MICHAEL  POWFH 


Chris  Smith:  seeking  partnerships  and  "bright  ideas" 


SPONSORSHIP:  Andy  Lavender  hears  clarion  calls  for  intelligent  business  arts  patrons  at  the  RSC’s  conference 


You  half  expected  Chris 
Smith  to  turn  up  on 
Monday  at  the  Royal 
Shakespeare  Company’s  con¬ 
ference  on  “Culture.  Business 
and  Society"  with  a  logo  across 
his  chest.  After  ail,  just  about 
everything  else  at  the  event 
was  sponsored,  from  the  piped 
music  at  the  beginning  (Mich¬ 
ael  Nyman,  supported  by 
Mazda)  to  the  complimentary 
CD  in  the  conference  folder 
(courtesy  of  a  concert  manage¬ 
ment  agency).  The  Secretary  of 
Stare  for  Culture,  Media  and 
Sport  wore  a  plain  suit  but  his 
message  was  in  keeping  with 
the  theme  of  the  day:  great 
shifts  are  under  way  in  the 
relations  between  private  and 
public  enterprises. 

The  emerging  buzzwords 
are  "partnership"  and  “cre¬ 
ativity".  Indeed,  the  latter  “is 
at  the  heart  of  much  of  what 


Deep  breaths  of  creative  air 


we  in  this  country  are  good 
at".  Smith  observed,  pointing 
out  that  the  creative  industries 
generate  around  E50  billion- 
worth  of  economic  activity. 
His  Creative  Industries  Task 
Force  looking  at  the  "develop¬ 
ment  of  bright  ideas",  includ¬ 
ing  die  likes  of  Richard 
Branson  and  the  fashion  de¬ 
signer  Paul  Smith,  will  appar¬ 
ently  make  pronouncements 
in  four  to  five  months'  time. 

The  UK  will  by  then  hold 
the  presidency  of  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Union,  and  Smith  prom¬ 
ises  several  initiatives  de¬ 
signed  “to  illustrate  how 
culture  benefits  not  just  social 
life  but  economic  well-being 
and  development".  A  new 


Lottery  Bill  will  also  be  pro¬ 
posing  that  lottery  monies  for 
the  arts  be  spent  not  just  on 
capital  projects,  as  at  present, 
but  on  "people  and  activities”. 
The  snagging  point,  perhaps, 
concerns  die  bodies  who  will 
disburse  the  largesse.  Smith 
says  that  he  is  looking  closely 
at  "unnecessary  overlaps  of 
bureaucratic  procedure"  —  a 
message,  surely,  thar  the  over¬ 
lapping  bureaucracies  of  the 
Arts  Council  and  the  Regional 
Arts  Boards  could  suffer  ter¬ 
minal  scrutiny. 

Elsewhere  a  range  of  think- 
tanks  ponders  the  future.  The 
Association  for  Business 
Sponsorship  of  the  Arts  recent¬ 
ly  established  a  Creative  Fo¬ 


rum  for  Culture  and  the 
Economy,  with  representation 
from  British  Telecommunica¬ 
tions,  the  Halifax  and  Marks 
&  Spencer.  The  Royal  Society 
for  the  Arts  is  in  the  middle  of 
a  three-year  programme, 
“Arts  Matter”,  which  address¬ 
es  ways  in  which  business  can 
benefit  from  the  arts.  And 
those  with  money  to  dispense. 

:  or  those  in  search  of  it.  can  get 
.  to  know  each  other  a  little 
better  at  “The  Passionate  Em¬ 
brace".  a  sponsorship  confer¬ 
ence  in  February  organised  by 
the  agency  BDS  Sponsorship. 

As  this  lurid  tide  implies, 
relationships  between  sponsor 
and  recipient  are  becoming 
more  supple.  A  quartet  of 


singers  from  Welsh  National 
Opera,  for  instance, .  recently 
sang  in  the  staff  canteen  at 
Cadbury’s  factory  in  Boum- 
rille.  And  Stopwatch  .Theatre 
Company  has  provided  "fo¬ 
rum  theatre"  sessions  for  com¬ 
panies  including  the  Body 
Shop,  IBM  and  Uqyds/TSB. 

Which  returns  us  to  the 
starting  point  of  the  RSC’s 
conference:  the  assertion  that 
sponsors  are  not  just  benefac¬ 
tors,  but  can  gain  from  the 
organisation  they  favour  by 
“inhaling  its  creativity".  This 
knowing  phrase  was  uttered 
by  Tony  Hales,  chief  executive 
of  Allied  Domecq,  the  RSCs 
principal  sponsor.  For  its  ELI 
million-  of  sponsorship. 


Hales's  company  has  ar¬ 
ranged  for  its  pubs  to  be 
visited  by  RSC  lighting  spe¬ 
cialists,  while  its  staff  have 
received  voice  training  and 
been  taught  theatre-like  ways 
of  working  as  an  ensemble. " 

Arts  organisations  used  to 
the  cap-in-hand  ritual  of  solic¬ 
iting  sponsorship  might  feel  a 
little  more  bullish  about  h 
after  Michael  West,  Professor 
of  Work  and  Organisational 
Psychology  at  the  University 
of  Sheffield;  made  their  case  at 
the  conference.  Success  in 
business,  he  argued,  increases 
if  attention  is  paid  to  concepts 
of  ’Nvhole  persons",  "craft 
quality",  -"innovation"  and 
“community".  -  And  what's 
more,. “the  arts  offer  the  best 
models  for  addressing  the 
challenges  posed  in  these  four 
areas"  It  was  a  coolly  deliv¬ 
ered  clarion  call. 


WESLEY  SNIPES  •  NASTASSJA  KINSKI  •  KYLE  MacLACHLAN 
MING-NA  WEN  and  ROBERT  DOWNEY  jr 

One  Night  Stand® 

a  mike:  riGciis  him 

AT  CINEMAS  NATIONWIDE  WOW 


NEW  CLASSICAL  CPs;  Danish  composer  gets  an  airing;  ultra-solemn  Verdi;  Bach  for  Advent 


QBCHESTBAL 


Barry  Millington 

■  HAM  ERIK 
Symphonies  Nos  I  &  2 
Helslngborg  SO/Dausgaard 
Da  Capo  SJ24076  irk  €14.49 
(from  January) 

THE  name  of  Asger  Hamerik 
is  barely  known  today  even  in 
his  native  Denmark.  Yet  in  his 
lifetime  {1843-1923)  Hamerik 
was  the  leading  Danish  com¬ 
poser  after  Niels  Gade.  He 
studied  in  Germany  (with 
Hans  von  BulowJ  and  in 
France  with  Berlioz,  claiming 
to  be  the  Inner’s  only  pupil  and 
learning  from  him  aspects  of 
symphonic  technique. 

This  disc  of  his  first  two 
symphonies  (he  published  sev¬ 
en  altogether)  introduces  us  to 
an  important  historical  figure, 
of  admittedly  moderate  talent, 
bur  whose  works  deserve  a 
hearing.  The  Second  is  more 


accomplished:  rigour  '  and 
raw  vitality  are  counterbal¬ 
anced  by  unpredictable  twists. 
The  Helslngborg  Symphony 
Orchestra  under  Thomas 
Dausgaard  delivers  admira¬ 
ble  performances  of  both 
works,  and  the  disc  can  be 
recommended  to  anyone  wish¬ 
ing  to  explore  the  byways  of 
Danish  Romanticism. 


0WER& 


John  Higgins 


■  VERDI 
Don  Carlo 

Gorchakova/ Borodina/ 
Cavern  Garden  Orch/Haitink 
Philips  454  463-2  (three  CDs) 
**  £44.99 

PHILIPS’S  Don  Carlo  is  de¬ 
signed  to  square  up  to  EMl’s 
account  of  Verdi  opera'  which, 
came  out  last  year.  Both  use 
the  five-act  version,  but  there 
similarities  end.  Haitink  opts 


for  Verdi’s- Modena  reworking 
in  Italian  and  relies  heavily  on 
the  new  generation  of  Russian 
ringers.  Haitink  sees  Carlo  as 
ultra-solemn  Verdi,  leaning  on  ■ 
slow  and  deliberate  tempi, 
superbly  played  by  the  Royal 
Opera  orchestra. 

Philips  has  a  dear  plus  in 
the  Eboli  of  Olga  Borodina, 
full  of  female  jealousy  and 
sung  with  great  warmth  of 
tone.  Dimitri  Hvorostovsky's 
Posa  is  also  admirable  in  its 
strength  and  nobility,  a  man 
with  morals  and  aspirations 
above  those  of  the  Spanish 
court,  where  Philip  U  (a  young 
sounding  Roberto  Scandium) - 
holds  uncertain  sway.-  Bur 
Galina  Gorchakova,  too  rijfid 
-and.  mature  an  Elisabetta,  and 


CDs  reviewed  in  The 
Times  can  be  ordered  - 
from  the  Times  Music 
Shop  on  0345  023498  '• 


Richard  Margison.  too  unvar¬ 
ied  in  tone  in  the  title  role,  are 
no  match  for  their  EMI  rivals, 
Manila -and  Alagna.  For  .  the 
truedramaof  Cartas  stay  with 
Pappanb  or  go  back  to  Giulini. 
also  on  EMI. 


Hilary  Finch 


■  BACH 
Adveiitskantaten 
Collegium  Vdcale/’ ' 
.Herreweghe 
Harmonia  MundiHMC 
901605  ***■  £15.49 
PHILIPPE  Herreweghe's  Col¬ 
legium  Vocal  e  dance  their  way 
into.  Advent  with  irresistible. 
Light-filled  performances  of 
three  Cantatas  Bach  wrote  for 
die  first  Sunday  in  the  season. 
The  earliest  one.  Schwingt 
freudig  euch  empor,  mars 

joyfully  aJoftwrth  the  curlicues  •: 
of  a  delicious  solo  viola  d  'amo- 


re  interwoven  with- .the  li 
tenor  of  Christoph  Prtgardi 
The  second  work.  Nun  korr, 
derHeiden  Heilan41ffWV 
starts  with  a  saber  chorale 
the, entry  of  Christ- inte 
world  and,  in  the  syvetfsqp 
no  of  Sibylla  Rubens,  into ; 
believer's  heart.  TWs..fiW\ 
Nuh  fommis-themostexub 

antof  all.  .  '  :  ' . 

-  these  perfamanceststoel 
capturing  tire  gentle  intiim 
of  these  Protestant  miirini 
.  fries  of  the  indiridual&uL  f 
those  who  prefer  their  iWv* 
pre-Reformed  should  Turn 
William  Byrd's  .PTOfOTS  1 
Lady  Mass  - in'  a 
t^inlingfrom,  The*i?<3jrti 
jail's ,  Murick  .  with^pdb 
Garwood,  which  jbrtfts  t 
•  auspicious  first  votume- 
their  new  Byrd  Edition  i 
ASV  CD  GAU 170  (also  frkt 

★  Worth  hearing  \ 

*+  Worth  considering: 
***  Worth  buying »j  : 


% 
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MEW  MOVIES:  Geoff  Brown  sees  mumbling  old  Sly  take  on  the  acting  heavyweights  in  Cop  Land  and,  amazingly,  win 

Stallone  better  than  De  Niro?  Yes 

Deaf  in  one  ear.  A 
looming  belly. 

Shuffling  gaii. 

Seems  half  aslem 


Deaf  in  one  ear.  A 
looming  belly. 
Shuffling  gaii. 
Seems  half  asleep. 
This  is  Sylvester  Stallone  in 
Cop  Land.  He’s  Freddy  Hef¬ 
lin,  a  laay  sheriff  in  a  small 
New  Jersey  town  on  the  Hud¬ 
son  river  where  there  is  not 
much  for  stay-at-homes  to  do 
but  prop  up  a  bar  or  gay? 
ruefully  at  the  Manhattan 
skyline.  “Welcome  to  Garri¬ 
son.”  the  roadside  sign  says. 
“Speed  limit  25  mph.” 
Stallone'S  own  speed  never 
tops  one  mph.  let  alone  25. 
Sometimes  the  most  dramatic 
thing  he  does  is  blink. 

A  bad  performance,  then? 
Not  at  all.  It  is  entirely  in 
keeping  with  the  character  he 
plays,  and  helps  to  remind  us 
that  James  Mangold,  the  writ¬ 
er  and  director,  was  previous¬ 
ly  responsible  for  Heavy,  a 
small  independent  movie  with 
a  central  character  who  was 
an  overweight  pizza  chef  so 
imprisoned  by  shyness  that  he 
could  scarcely  speak.  Man¬ 
gold  likes  the  slow  and  inartic¬ 
ulate  (see  interview,  opposite). 

Bur  Cop  Land  is  no  small 
independent  It  was  made 
with  money  from  Miramax 
and  fearures  big  names.  Aside 
from  Stallone,  we  get  Harvey 
Keitel,  leading  light  qf  the 
New  York  cops  who  have 
made  peaceful  Garrison  their 
home;  Robert  De  Niro  as  an 
Internal  Affairs  investigator: 
and  younger  stalwarts  of  ur¬ 
ban  crime,  such  as  Ray  Liotta 
and  Annabella  Sdorra. 

Such  a  line-up  causes  prob¬ 
lems.  We  have  seen  this  lot 
shoot  off  bad  words  and 
bullets  so  often  that  the  film 
has  its  work  cut  out  establish- 
ing  its  own  identity. 
Mangold’s  plot  helps  here.  An 
off-duty  cop  is  ;taunted  by 
joyriders  and  accidentally  kills 
them.  His  buddies  stage  a 
cover-up;  the  cop  fakes  suicide. 
De  Niro’s  investigator  snifis 
around  and  enlists  Stallone’s 
help.  But  the  sheriff,  who 
dreamed  of  joining  the  NYPD 
himself,  stalls:  can  he  betray 
the  cops  he  regards  as  his 
friends?  Many  a  hero  in  a 
Hollywood  Western  faced  the 
same  predicament  > 
Mangold*  variation  is  dis¬ 
tinctive.  He  grew  up  in  a  town 
close  ro  New  York,  full  of  cops 
and  firemen,  and  he  catches 
very  well  the  feel  of  a  tightly 
knit  male  community.1.  And 
when  action  erupts  —  5  car 
crash,  a  shoot-out  —  he  deliv¬ 
ers  the  goods.  Yet  it  is  hard  to 
shake  off  a  feeling  of  disap¬ 
pointment.  De  Niro*  turn  is 
unexceptional,  except  for  .his 
unbecoming  wig  and  mous¬ 
tache.  Keitel  acts  with  greater 
force,  although  we  miss  fhe 
moral  complexity  of  his  work 
for  Scorsese  or  Abel  Ferrara. 
Younger  players  have  their 
hands  foil  brawling,  banter¬ 
ing:  you  know  the  routine. 

Which'  brings  us 
back  to  Stallone. 
He  alone  ven¬ 
tures  into  new 
territory-  There  is  not  enough 
on  display  to  suggest  that  a 
glorious  career  as  a  character 
actor  now  lies  ahead,  but  his 
shuffling  sheriff,  trapped  in  a 
backwater  with  his  dreams, 
gives  Cop  Land  ‘he  human 
touch. 

To  Sumatra  new,  and  a 
prisoner  of  war  camp  in  the 
Second  World  War.  But  the 
prisoners  in  Paradise  Road 
are  not  your  usual  breed.  They 
□re  women  —  English.  Ameri¬ 
can.  Australian,  pome  Dutch, 
one  German  Je\^  -*  rounded 
up  by  the  Japanese  after  the 
ship  ferrying  theni  from  occu¬ 
pied  Singapore  Is  bombed. 
True,  they  suffer  foe  expected 
brutalities:  they  light  in  the 


..  ff.  *W.  -rr.  -  SSI 

*  -  i  '  V.'-  .• 


Robert  De  Niro,  complete  with  laugh-a-minute  wig  and  moustache,  the  newly  tipped-forOscar  Sylvester  Stallone  and  the  ever-reliable  Harvey  Keitel  add  up  to  millions  in  box-office  clout  for  Cop  Land 


shower,  and  try  to  escape.  But 
they  also  sing:  not  just  any  old 
piece,  but  adaptations  of  clas¬ 
sical  music,  the  New  World 
symphony  and  Bolero,  in  per¬ 
formances  that  bring  tears  to 
their  enemies’  eyes.  A  writer* 
whim?  Far  from  it  Bruoe 
Beresford.  the  director  of  Driv¬ 
ing  Miss  Daisy,  wrote  his 
script  after  going  through 
documents,  interviewing  sur¬ 
vivors  and  locating  anginal 
sheet  music. 

The  prisoners,  played  by 
Glenn  Close.  Pauline  Collins, 
Jennifer  Ehle  and  company, 
use  the  music  to  alleviate  their 
hell  and  spite  the  Japanese.  A 
few  bars  of  Dvorak  from  these 
caged  songbirds  (the  Malle 
Babbe  Women*  Choir  from 
Holland  is  their  soundtrack 
stand-in),  and  the  director 
should  have  us  eating  out  of 
Ns  hand.  And  he  does,  up  to  a 
point.  But  Beresford  perverse¬ 
ly  cuts  the  music  short  to  keep 
the  film  moving  on  other 
fronts.  Since  this  is  a  PoW 
film,  the  Japanese  must  be 
seen  to  be  nasty.  One  prisoner 
is  set  alight,  another  kneels  in 
the  blazing  sun  surrounded  by 
spikes.  Soon  the  film  adopts  a 
see-saw  pattern:  one  scene  of 
prison  brutality  for  every 
scene  of  music  rehearsals. 
This  gets  boring. 

Beresford  is  also  kept  busy 
letting  his  multinational  cast 
strut  their  stuff.  As  the  choir* 
instigator.  Collins  exudes  her 
trademark  smiles  and  Chris¬ 


tian  bonhomie.  Close,  endeav¬ 
ouring  to  be  English,  is  unnat¬ 
urally  clipped.  And  how  can 
Ehle  keep  on  being  so  pretty 
despite  bad  food  and  gruelling 
work?  Yet  despite  the  bits  of 
fakery,  Paradise  Road  re¬ 
spects  these  courageous 
women,  and  is  at  its  best 
watching  tension  rise  and  fall 
as  friendships  form  across 
boundaries  of  class  and  na¬ 
tionality.  If  I  were  a  teacher. 
Id  mark  it  six  out  of  ten. 

The  Borrowers,  filmed  at 
Shepperton  Studios,  would 
score  very  low  points  for 
fidelity  to  its  source,  Mary 
Norton*  children’s  classic  of 
1952.  Who  is  this  Ocious  Potter 
character,  the  greedy  Ameri¬ 
can  lawyer  who  prompts  the 
eviction  of  the  minuscule  char¬ 
acters  from  their  home  under 
the  floorboards?  Who.  for  that 
matter,  is  Exterminator  Jeff? 
And  if  the  setting  is  still 
Britain,  why  does  traffic  drive 
on  the  right? 

There  is  one  easy  answer. 
Any  film  for  the  mass  market 
feels  die  pressure  to  angle  the 
material  towards  current 
tastes.  So  in  come  American 
habits.  In  comes  John  Good¬ 
man  3S  a  hissable  villain, 
magnet  for  all  the  ingenious 
weaponry  the  little  folk  can 
muster.  In  comes  the  colossal 
climax. 

Luckily,  a  great  deal  of  fun 
comes  with  the  package.  Peter 
Hewitt,  the  British  director  of 
Bill  and  Ted’s  Bogus  Journey. 


Cop  Land 

Warner  West  End 
15, 105  mins 

Meet  Sylvester  Stallone, 
the  overweight  sheriff 

Paradise  Road 

Odeon  riaymarket 
15. 121  mins 
Women  PoWs  suffer 
and  sing 

The  Borrowers 

Warner  West  End 
U,  86  mins 
Forget  the  book, 
enjoy  the  movie 

This  World,  then 
the  Fireworks 

Warner  West  End 
18. 100  mins 
Nasty  film  noir 

Marius  et 
Jeannette 

ABC  Swiss  Centre 
15. 102  mins 
For  French 
gourmands  only 

It's  a 

Wonderful  Life 

Curzon  West  End 
U,  125  mins 
Capra's  epic 
stands  up  well 


relishes  his  cockeyed,  stylised 
world.  Battery  packs,  dental 
floss,  hooks,'  paperclips, 
spoons  and  string:  all  are 


inventively  used  as  Pod.  Hom¬ 
ily,  Arrietty  and  Feagreen 
struggle  to  stop  Potter  demol¬ 
ishing  their  home.  Goodman 
himself  makes  a  game  target, 
and  the  Borrowers,  dressed  in 
odd  snatches  of  recycled  mate¬ 
rial,  scamper  appealingly 
round  their  perilous  world. 
Jim  Broad  bent  heads  the 
brood  as  Pod,  although  the 
most  spirited  member  is  the 
Arrietty  of  13-yeax-old  new¬ 
comer  Flora  Newbigin. 


Nothing  is  appealing 
about  This  Wori<£ 
then  the  Fire¬ 
works,  unless  you 
fancy  hurting  your  eyes  with 
aridly  stylised  images  of  1950s 
America,  and  like  to  spend 
time  with  the  callous  and  the 
twisted.  Michael  Oblowitz* 
film  features  Billy  Zarte  and 
Gina  Gershon  as  twin  siblings 
in  crime,  haunted  by  witness¬ 
ing  their  dad  commit  a  crime 
of  passion  on  their  fourth 
birthday.  Since  the  source 
material  is  a  story  by  Jim 
Thompson,  you  expect  the 
milk  of  human  kindness  to  be 
scarce.  But  Oblowitz.  a  music 
video  veteran,  is  so  intent  on 
crafting  the  ultimate  essay  in 
radical  chic  that  he  squeezes 
out  human  interest  too. 
Horrible. 

There  are  two  ways  for  the 
moviegoer  to  recover.  You  can 
watch  Robert  Guediguian* 
warm  and  bubbly  Marius  et 
Jeannette,  although  for  best 


results  you  need  a  taste  for 
Mediterranean  colour  and  to 
be  able  to  care  if  a  harassed 
Marseilles  mother  finds 
health  and  happiness  with  a 
security  guard  at  a  disused 
cement  factory.  I  could  not 
quite  manage  this  myself.  - 

Or  you  can  watch  Irs  a 
Wonderful  Life.  Frank 
Capra*  Christmas  treat  for 
1946.  This  is  much  the  better 
option.  The  print  is  new  and 
Joseph  Walker*  photography 
impressive  enough  to  need  the 
glory  of  a  cinema  screen.  And 
Capra’s  conception  requires 
space.  We  need  to  bask  in  the 
bustle  of  this  quaint  town 
where'  James  Stewart  toils 
away  at  the  family  business  of 
savings  and  loans.  We  need  to 
be  as  stunned  as  Stewart  when 
his  guardian  angel  shows  him 
his  world  as  it  might  be  had  he 
never  existed:  a  nasty  cross 
between  Las  Vegas  and  Dodge 
City. 

The  myth  has  built  up  that 
Capra*  film  is  some  gooey 
sentimental  epic  But  the  best 
parts  have  a  fascinating  dark 
edge,  reminding  us  that  this  is 
a  film  made  fry  people  back 
from  a  war,  idealism  tar¬ 
nished.  Give  yourself  a  treat: 
see  ft. 


‘Intense,  brilliant 
ensemble  piece’ 


Every  week  young  film  fans 
discuss  the  latest  releases . . . 

■  COP  LAND 

Leslie  Isaiah  Thomas,  19: 
Robert  De  Niro  delivers  the 
same  old  staid  performance. 
Meb'ta  Miletic.  19:  Sylvester 
Stallone  gives  his  best  perfor¬ 
mance  to  date  in  this  gripping 
thriller. 

Jethro  Alikin,  19:  Director 
James  Mangold  has  succeed¬ 
ed  in  making  a  first-rate  cop 
drama  —  highly  recom¬ 
mended. 

Amanda  Boyd,  IS:  Harvey 
Keitel.  De  Niro.  Ray  Liotta 
and  Stallone  perform  at  their 
most  intense  in  this  brilliant 
ensemble  piece. 

■  PARADISE  ROAD 
Leslie:  Glenn  Close  delivers 
yet  another  first-class  per¬ 
formance. 

Jethro:  The  subject  matter  is 
highly  charged,  the  movie 
somehow  less  so. 


Melita:  Very  moving. 
Amanda:  Like  a  big  screen 
version  of  Tenko.  Highly 
watchable. 

■  THE  BORROWERS 
Leslie:  A  snug  -h’  lovely  movie. 
Don't  take  the  kids,  take 
yourself. 

Mdita:  The  Borrowers  are 
always  welcome  in  my  home. 
Go  see  it  now. 

Jethro:  John  Goodman  rocks. 
An  enchanting  and  funny 

film. 

Amanda:  An  adventure  that 
warms  the  heart  of  your  inner 
child.  My  film  of  the  year. 


NEW  THIS  WEEK  ON  VIDEO 


"IRRESISTIBLY  ENTERTAINING  THROUGHOUT, 
i  URGE  YOU  TO  SEE  THIS  FILM. ..STUNNING." 


DEMANDS  TO  BE  SEEN!*  "MASTERLY" 

IMMWBSTOIISOBMT  MHmt  EVOMBSWOMP 


-  TOTAL  FILM 


PROFOUNDLY  M0VING„P0WERFUL" 

T  GwffAadmr,  TIME  OUT 

Some  of  the  best  acting  you  will  see  this  yets0 


JONATHAN 
PRYCE 


JONNY 
LEE  MILLER 


regeneration 

A  FILM  BY  GILLIES  MACKINNON 
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CASED  ON  THE  NOVEL  BY  THE  8C0KER  PRIZE-WINNER,  PAT  BARKER. 

c  'y  c  I  u  5  I  V  E  PRESENTATION 

E  now  ODEON 

showing  wy  t  vw 


■  CINDERELLA 
Buena  Vista.  U,  1950 
DISNEY  does  its  new  product 
no  favours  by  reissuing 
classics  from  the  golden  age: 
foe  full-blooded  animation, 
sense  of  character  and  attrac¬ 
tive  music  in  Cinderella  make 
Hercules  look  puny  indeed. 
Blandness  afflicts  Cinderella 
and  Prince  Charming,  tot 
Disney  makes  amends  with 
the  malicious  cat.  Lucifer,  two 
scampering  mice,  and  the 
cruel  stepmother  (her  face 
always  glimpsed  in  shadow). 
The  film  has  been  digitally 

restored  for  this  video  release. 

■  THE  BATTLE 
OF  ALGIERS 
Tartan.  IS.  1965 
ALGERIA’S  present  turmoil  is 
a  subject  crying  out  for  cinema 
treatment  Until  that  arrives, 
we  can  rediscover  Gilla 
Pontecorvo*  masterly  film, 
which  plunges  us  headlong 
into  the  country*  struggle  for 
independence  in  the  1950s.  We 
see,  in  hard-edged  black-and- 
white.  the  teeming  Casbah. 
the  liberation  Front  leaders 
planning  tactics,  buildings  dy¬ 
namited,  dance-halls  bombed. 
There  is  little  artifice:  non¬ 
actors.  rapid  cutting  and  a 
mobile  camera  ensure  imme¬ 
diate  impact. 


“You  shall  go  to  the  balT 

■  IDIOT  BOX 

High  Fliers.  18, 1997 
AUSSIE  loafers  called  Kev 
and  Mick  rarrie  round  the 
suburbs  drinking,  arguing, 
mischief-making  and  watch¬ 
ing  TV  (hence  the  title).  Then 
they  acquire  guns  and  plan  a 
bank  robbery.  Sounds  boring? 
Think  again,  for  director 
David  Caesar  makes  some¬ 
thing  distinctively  tart,  funny 
and  visually  inventive  out  of 
the  material.  This  movie  never 
received  die  commercial  expo¬ 
sure  it  deserved;  maybe  the 
video  rental  shops  will  come  to 
its  rescue. 


■  CON  AIR 
Buena  Vista.  15. 1997 

A  LUMBERING  aircraft  fer¬ 
rying  America*  ,  nastiest  pris¬ 
oners  is  hijacked  by  grinning 
serial  killer  John  Malkovicb, 
who  plans  to  fly  them  to 
freedom.  Can  Nicolas  Cage,  a 
parolee  en  route  to  domestic 
bliss,  possibly  save  the  day? 
Actors,  characters  and  dia¬ 
logue  are  neatly  matched,  but 
humans  soon  get  eaten  up  by 
the  billowing  propane  fire,  the 
hurtling  debris,  and  the  foil 
range  of  rollercoaster  stunts. 
Available  to  rent. 

■  LOVE  AND  OTHER 
CATASTROPHES 
Fax  Guild.  15. 1996 

THE  director,  Emma-Kate 
Croghan,  was  23  when  she 
made  this  film:  just  the  right 
age  for  a  happy,  frisky  comedy 
about  tite  hothouse  dramas  of 
campus  life.  We  spend  one  day 
with  the  characters.  There*  a 
room-mate  to  find;  a  course  to 
change  a  library  fine  to  pay,  a 
thesis  to  finish.  Other  head¬ 
aches  indude  lesbian  jealousy, 
sudden  death  and  a  gigolo 
game  for  anything.  The  cast, 
all  hew  faces,  prance  through 
Croghan*  knowing  script  A 

rental  release. 

Geoff  Brown 
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NO  ONF  IS  ABOVE  TH™LAW 


'>0/7' 


FROM  TOMORROW 
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LONDON 

Ihe  dasricat  eoss-owr 
inonctr  bb  Mrtrt -9? 

(«6wa  —  a  month  of  lire  rriusie  eiiwitfi 
WncfadesjmooHhehattwtnameeot 

’xir'ta^'Porarypcp— wBia 

km  perfonrurws  of  the 
onlre  moral  contort  of  ihdr  Lrat 
afcum.  Sar^safSancfcjary  Composer 

ah!  group  founder  KaUwAre 

gm«as  the  London  FWmnrmc 
— «*Hhe  Aj^emua  Sngersfc 

“ftaWB  Power  SWtofi.  KrtSng  St 
®W  (0870  8080  888).  Torfatt.8|»n. 

WlHtET:  Ate  Jennings  plays  the 
Pfree  n  Watthew  Wnne's  production 
talramStaHoro  With  Dattte  Crony 
^  OpfBfQ,  Pajtfroaran  asCSaixfius 
®*J*f®*-  Sfik  Street.  EC?  (0171-838  ' 
«81).  Opens  ttitfH.  7pm.  Tomorrow. 
*.15pfn  Sat  21Epmand  7.15pm  Q 

HOUSE  op  DESIRES  One 
Mww  present  a  mmartaMa  oomeav  fay 

the  T7tTK»*tjry  poa.<i3maa3Jand 
nuri  3cr  Juana  Ines  do  la  Cruz.  «tho  was 

IUlWiMlTii  rWiwJ  t,  ^ 


-i_-_  4  — - ” win 

ovntrg  a  woman  s  rtgN  to  bo  an 
wetosmal  Her  play's  subjoct  ts  three 
men  end  too  wxrwn  Botefl  in 
cwrtjpprF]  law  tiungtes.  «nl  aba 
tpdi«J  together  n  a  house 
BAa  Lavender  HA  SWl  1  (0)71-233 
22231.  Opens  (ought  flpm.  Then  Tue- 
Sot  8pm:  mat  Sun.  6pm  Q 

SOLOMON:  The  uabnei)  Consort  and 
Pl*m»3  Conducted  by  their  bunder  Paul 

McCreosh  gw*  j  performance  ol 


Q  THE  CHAIRS'  Mctad  Bn&ra  and 
Gorafrine  Wkfwan  pkiy  ffu  anoert 
couple- wading  h*  the»  knponam 
gueuf.  n  Ionesco's  cAaetMed  "firj^c 
lam.-  Simon  McBumey  dbeos  lot 
Carriptata 

Royadl  Court  Downstairs  (Duko  at 
Yt*k'ol.  St  Mann's  Laws.  tKS  (01 71  - 
565  5000)  Mon-Sat  7  3Qpm:  mat  Sal 
limn  Not  J9).  3.30pm  Q 

G  CtflCKS  WITH  FLICKS-  Jackie 
Clone  s  inpresswe  {and  doubtless 
umpi  me  cot  tribuB  la  the  tteco 
divas  of  the  ISTTfci  Her  unperscnaljon  q| 
Karen  Carpenter  b  utd  to  bo  tiowtess 
tOng'»  How}.  Upper  Sb«a,  NT  (0171- 
2TS  19161.  Tue- Thu,  8pm,  Fn  end  Sat 
7pm  and  9pm;  Sun.  130pm  0 

B  CYRANO  DE  BERGERAC  Iha 
set -out  RSC  production  bon  Stratford, 
ivdh  Antony  Sher  as.  Rostand's  tragic 
iwrunsc  horo,  n  London  for  a  Anted 
season  Gregory  Doran  directs 
Lyric,  Shalte&buy  Me.  Wi  (D171  -494 
50541  Mon-Sat  7.30pm;  mats  Wed  and 
Sat.  2pm 

B  A  DELICATE  BALANCE  EfiCon 
Allans  huuntrtgty  ch#tng  in  welcome 
revival  of  Atoee's  play  about  marriage, 
paromhood  and  naghhourtnoss. 

Maggie  Sn-nth  plays  the  drunk  sister 
Thmtra  Royal.  Hayrrurket  SWl 
(0171-^208800)  Mon-Sal.  8pm.  mats 
Wed  and  Sat.  3pm  Q 

K  FAME  TVandHmspn-oHatxM 
young  hopefuls  tram  tho  Mew  York 
School  of  the  Performing  Arts  Taunng 
company  in  London  lor  ton  woks- 
Vlctoria  Pataca,  Victoria  St  SW I 
[0171-834 1317}  Mon-Thur.  7  30pm;  Frt 
5  30pm  and  8pm:  Sat  3pm  and 
7  30pm  Until  Jan  17 


NEW  RELEASES 

*  ALIEN  RESURRECTION  pay 
S^ouney  Weaver's  Rptoy  returns  to 
combat  more  atone  n  a  faulty  sequel 
that  umnawry  ^c-f'.  out  ot  bind  VWi 
VVixxuftvdet  Ooectat.  Jest-Piene 
Jcimer 

ABC  Bakor  Start  <01 71-935  9773} 
Greenwich  (Oltrt  235  3005)  OdeonK 
Camden  Town  iOiBi-315  -J2S51 
Kensington  idi8i-3i542l4)Swte* 
Cottage  (0181-315  42?0|  Weal  End 
(0181-315  4C2t  l  UCI  WNtatoysg) 
10990  8pRN0) 

♦  8  HEADS  IN  A  DUFFEL  BAG  (151: 

r.ttxlct  Joo  Paso  lose  ;  a  bag  of 
severed  hoods  5asa  Wack  comedy, 
wih  hnspj  and  OarrW  Spade. 

Director.  TomSchutinan 

Warner  0(0171-437  43431 

"  KEEP  THE  ASPIDISTRA  FLYWQ 

(O  Tho  oiruogtr ;  at  Ftcturd  E  Grant" a 
or^wmgpoo:  Small  ptejema  only  in  a 
version  ol  OrwfTs  1930a  noraL  Wrfli 
H-.ta).iBoi#VJmCail,ar  Dsoclor, 

(Vtboit  Btoiman 

Clapham  PH  [0171-495  332J)  Cuczon 
Mayfair  i.-it7l  3P3  17201  OrtoonSwiaa 
Cottage  ill  18  Kl  15  J22W 
THE  MYTH  OF  FMGERFRMTB  ( 1 5) 

Duma  at>xrt  a  dysfunctional  landy.  vnth 
goad  --ccnoa  -md  a  i>**i  cast,  but  a 
haVowcriOi'  CVrtFurjndtiidutiiccls 
RovSavocr,  ByW-C.ifaw.  JiAamo 
Uo«d 

ABC*:  Baker  Street  [0171  AJS9rV) 
Tottenham  a  Rd  (01 71  -ISM  6148) 

ONE  NIGffT  STAND  i  IS)  Absortwig 
study  In  and  4.'.  'iheritvith 

Eim-flcrt  neiierm  WS)  Son  Wo-ioy 


TODAY'S  CHOICE 


A  daffy  ^ildo  to  arts 
■nd  entertainment 

compiled  by  Merit  Hwgln 


Se«feh  Giant  a  choreogrephic  Done- 
poem  based  on  Oscar  WftJa'a  fairy  Ue. 
Ai«  an  [he  programme  are  Howard 

Blake's  VDoBn  Concerto  and  Ad  Dot 
Tchadoovsky's  Ald&actar. 

FeaM  Hal.  South  Bank  SET  fOlTl- 
5804242)  Tortgfrt.  7  30pm.  g) 

ELSEWHERE  ' 

GLASGOW:  The  Royal  ScotOah 
NmunJ  OrelrestiB  brtigs  its  autumn 
988SW1  to  a  powrU  cSmax  wtti  a 
pertoimanoa  of  Mahler's  Severn 
Symphony  —  a  Jouney  through  dadM 


Alexander  Lazarev  - 
conducts  in  Glasgow 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


Jaromy  Kktgeton'a  enasaraent 
of  theatre  showing  In  London 
■  House  fuH,  returns  only 
B  Some  aeefta  avaSetale 
□  Seats  at  all  prices 


□  HERITAGE.  George  Cote  plays  a 
mlHaiy  pensioner  in  a  London  rcsS&rmsnr 
harm,  wen  Tm  Pigoo-Snwh  aid  Qwbi  * 
Tayta  jc  Ms  son  and  daughter,  each 
adnlt  at  a  bna  at  change  Mark 
Raymerd  deeds  new  play  by  Stephen 
Chudwtt.  author  or  TomandCtam 
IkaydaefTherw.  SwaCna^i 
Centre,  NW3  (0171-7223301)  MorhSaL 
Bpm:  mfl  Sat  330pm.  S 

□  HRH:  Conn  Redgrave  and  Amanda 
Donohue  play  the  DiAe  and  Duchess  ol 
Windsor  ii  another  s^go  version  of 
me*  doings,  itvs  tone  exSed  to  the 
Bahamas,  and  no  musk: 

Playhouse.  Northumberland  Amo.  WC2 
<0171-839  4401)  Mor^Saf.  8pm;  mats 
Thur  and  SaL  3pm  Q) 

□  A  LETTER  OF  RESIGNATION: 
Edward  fr*c  and  dare  Higgins  play 
Harold  Mocndlan  and  Lady  Dorothy  *r 
Hugh  VWttamore'G  play  about  ita  effects 
ol  the  Aduno  scandal 

Comedy  TtMtoe,  Panton  Street  SWl 
{0171-389  1731).  Mon-Sat  7.45pm; 
mats  Vlted.  3pm  and  Sat  4pm 

B  OTHELLO-  David  Harewood  makes 
ha  National  Theatre  debut  n  the  tifle  rale 
ol  Sam  Mendes's  production,  with 
Ctaia  SWmer  as  Mis  Otfiseo  and  Simon 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


Geoff  Brown's  aaan— mant  of 
Mms  In  London  and  (wfwre 
(nefleatad  wtthtbeayrnbof  ♦) 
on  rataoso  across  the  country 


Sr^es.  Nostossfa  Kinsky.  Robert 
Downeyjr  and  Kyie  MacLactian. 
Wrinr-dbector.  hflroRg^s. 
BwhteanHlQ171-€38  8891) 
daphenr  Picture  House  (01 71-498 
3323)  Ga»B  {0171-7274043)  Odeon 
Camdan  Town  (0181-315  4255}  Plaza 
H  (0990  8889901  Rldnnend  (D1B1- 
332  0030)  UCI  Whftsfsya  6)(O990 
888990)  Virgin  TrocadaroQ  (0181- 
9  70  6015)  Wjtrnw  0(0171-437  4343) 
THE. TANGO  LESSON  (PS}:  A  dm 
director  teams  ro  ungo  fraveand 
oneeng  <am  by  the  dreefear  ol  Otlando, 
Saly  Patter,  who  co-stus  with  Pablo 
Voion. 

Chela—  (01 71-351  3742)  Odaon 
Mezzanine  0(0181-315  42151  Renoir 
(0171^378402) 

UNDER  THE  SKIN  (t 81  Powerki. 
edg-/  Brintl  Inst  feature  exploring  the 
.  shockwaves  of  grio!  With  Sarruntita 
Morton  Dnoctar.  ConneAdcr 
Metro  (0171-437  0757)  Ritzy  10171- 
737  2121)  Scnsan/Bekor  Sh— l  (0171- 
935  2772) 

CURRENT 

*  FACETOfF :  I  d)  FBI  agent  John 
Travolta  and  lonortet  NicoIjs  Cage  swap 
^ttWira  Outrageous  mnScr  tha  newer 


and  daftness  ttnaghg  Mo  Ight 
AttGndar  Lazaov  conducts. 

Royal  Concert  Hafl,  2  SaudiehaA 
Staet  (0141-287  551 1).  TuigfS. 
730pm.  0 

LANCASTER:  TadwWOtAa 
condwdsihftBBCPbB— tnonktba 
ptograniTie  teatunng  Tdoentiteu's  - 
Requiem  lor  Strings.  DwMk'sBflhr 
Symphony  and  Beeahcmn's  Plano 
Concerto  No  3  With  Jcfti  LB.  piano. 
Grtef  H^UntosBy  of  Lancaster 
(01504  593729).  Tonight,  73ppm. 

LEB3S:  lan  TbIM  tfreda  the  tamou3 
Joseph  PappveraionoIGtoert  A 
Suttvan’sTf  IMrataa  ofPanzanoa. 
Jerany  Hartson  plays  the  Pirate  KJno 
and  Part  BenUey  the  Major  Goncrai 
West  Yoriottro  Playhouse,  The 
Quarry,  H*  Mount  Loads  (0113^44 
2111).  Opens  tonight  730pm.  Than 
Mon-Sel,  7  30pm:  mta  TVw,  Sat  2pm. 

MANCHESTER:  Tho  HaWOrchastra 
under  Ken;  Nagano  b  Joined  by  ire 
accfc*ned  Russian  VKdnbt  DmArl 
SOOTBtsky  lor  the  brM  Mmchaster 
performance  of  John  Canton's  VtaOn 
Concerto  Tha  work,  vuttan  espadsly 
for  Sbfcototafcy.  was  given  <s  world 
pieman  at  the  199S  BBC  Proms. 
Haydn's  Symphony  No  22,  and 
3ehQberf3  Symphony  No  9  cczrplete 

tha  program  no. 

Bridgewater  HaB,  Lower  Motley 
Suet  (0181-907  9000).  Tonight 
7.30pm.  S 

LONDON  GALLERIES 

Barbican:  James  Enact  pi  71-638 
8891)  .  .  Fine  Art  Society:  Qyn 
Pflttpat  (0171-8295118)  . .  .Museum 
a(  Laadoa:  Bedtam  (01 71 -800  0807) 

...  National.  Hogarth's  Marriage  A- 
la-Moda pi 71-747 2885)  --  National 
Portrait  Maty  WdWanacnlt  and  May 
9w9ey (01 71-308 OOS5)  ...  Royal 
Acodamy.  Vietortai  Faiy  PaWtng 
(0171439  7438)  ..  Tsta'  Tumor  on 
tho  Lore  (0171-887  8000) 


National  (CatMaloo),  SouOl  Bank. 

SEl  (0171-828 2252).  Tortght-Scf.  7pm; 
not  Sal.  1  30pm  Iniep 

□  THEATRE  M  TIE  TBS  OF  TW 
GBERAI5:  Fbur  short  Argentfnfan 
pfays.  written  In  opposaontt  the  Jmta 
(ftdalorsftip.  and  part  of  the  movement 
that  contributed  to  ttebA  Cofin  awood 
dreeis  aBtou  on  the  one  evening.  Tha 
eudioro  ore  Carlos  Somglana. 

Eduado  PavtovSty,  Maundo  Khartun 
end  Roberto  Cossa 

RnboTOUflh  TTieak'a  Clufa.  118 
Rnborough  Road.  SW10  (OI71-373 
360).Tv»-Sat  73Qpnv,Sun,  4pm. 

B  WASTE:  Feficfty  KendaL  Mfchael 
Ftrrsngton.  Dente  Oufcy  n  Grarwile 
Barker's  tasdnating  drama  of  the 
power  struggle  wBin  a  gmemmer*. 
by  sox 

Ofd  Vtc,  Waterloo  Road.  SEl  [0171- 
828  7B18).  Ends  tori^i.  7  30pm 

LONG  RUNNERS 

■  □  Blood  Brothers;  Phoenix  (0171-369 
1733)  .  □  Tha  ComptaM  Works  of 

wmoaShakaip— re  ymrtdgad): 
Cntenon (0171-309 173H  ... 

□  Oraaaa:  Cambridge  (0171-494 
5080}...  □  Marita QuenwRrrae 
Edward (0171-4475400)  ...  Bias 
UGadrabiar  Palace  (0171-4340900) 

..  BIN—  SMflorrDnay Lane  * 
(0171-494  5400}  ..  □  The 
JUk—atrap:  St  Martin's  [0171 -836 
1443)  ...  OOBvert Patacflum  (0171- 
4945020]  ...  □  StarlgM Ezpiwaa: 
Apollo  Victoria  87171-4188054)  ... 

□  The  Won— i  In  Black:  Fortune 
(01 71-836 223Q 

Ticket  inftarmation  soppaad  by  Society 
of  London  Theatre. 


knows  when  to  stopL 
ABC  Tottenham  Court  Road  (0171- 
6386148)  Gkwoaaich  (01 B1 -235  3003 
Odeana:  Camdan  Town  (0161-315 
4255)  Kamtagfaai  {0131-315  4214) 
LaicesterSqwra  (0181-3154215) 
Mwbl*  Arch  (0181-315  421Q  Swlaa 
Cottaga  (0181-315  4220}  UO 
WMaiaya  Q  (0990 888990) 

THE  GAMBLB1  (15):  tiitngung  tale 
about  Dostoevsky  writing  Ns  novel  The 
Gambler,  wtih  Michaal  Gambon  and 
Jodis  May.  Director.  Mraly  Makk 
ABC  SWias  Centre  (0171-4384470) 

♦  QJ.  JANE  (IS):  Osrnl  Moon  teats 
har  modte  in  iha  Navy  %al  training 
ptugtjitime.  Ltopieasart.  masochtatic 
spectacle,  (tirectad  by  FMey  Soott. 
Odaon  Kanatagtan  03181 -315  4214) 
Plaza  0(0990  88899(9  UCI  WlrMaw 
0(0890888990)  Wginlrtreadaro® 
fOIBI -970  6015)  Warner  0(0 171 -437 
4343) 

♦  HBICULES  (U):  Grook  mythology  . 
geto  Dwneyfied.  LMy  lamBy  cartoon 
from  Afaddri  Sectors  JofrMuskar 
and  Ron  Osman. 

Greenwich  (0181-235  3006)  Odaana: 
KsnstaHton J0181 -315  4214) 

Men  reilwa 0(0 181 -3154216)  Swlaa 
Cottaga  [0181-315  4220)  LK3 
Whttileys  0  (0990  888890)  Vkgta 
TrocatMro  0  (0181-970  6015)  Warnar 
0(0171-4374343) 

WILDE  [15}-  Stephen  Fiy  as  Oscar 
WMc  bie  and  tixiCNng,  though  Ihaffim 
is  more  tinvd  lhan  you  m^nopeci 
ABCs:  mn  Stoat  (01 71-930 0831] 
ShattaotMay  A  wanna  (0171-836  8279) 
Odaons:  Kanatagtan  (0181-315  4214) 
Sariea  Cottage  [0181-3154220) 


on 


Iain  a  great  admirer  of 
The  Three  Sisters,  Wait¬ 
ing  far  Godot,  and  sev¬ 
eral  other  plays  in  which 
little  happens  on  the  surface; 
so  it  may  not  be  wboDy 
consistent  of  me  to  complain 
that  Stephen  Churchetrs  Heri¬ 
tage  lacks  incident  Again.  I 
have  a  huge  regard  for  George 
Cole  and  Tim  Pigott-Smith,  so 
it-  may  be  partly  my  fault  if 
they  and  the  rest  of  Mark 
Raymenfs  admirable  cast 
failed  to  grip  me;  But  there  is 
no  hiding  it  There  were 
moments  when  I  looked  at  the 


low-cut  grass  spread  out  be¬ 
tween  the  high  brick  walls  of 
Johan  Engels’s  set,  and 
thought  how  very  interesting  it 
would  be  if  I  could  watch  it 
growing. 

What  is  this  place?  WeU, 
Churchetrs  way  of  holding  the 
attention  is  to  hint,  nudge,  and 
very  slowly  drop  tiny  bits  of 
necessary  but  less  than  rivet¬ 
ing  information.  So  by  the 
time  1  was  sure  of  die  answer 
to  that  question,  I  felt  like  a 
famished  guest  who  had  been 
so  long  tantalised  with  pre- 
prandial  peanuts  he  no  longer 
cared  what  his  host  was  giving 
him  for  dinner-  But  gradually 
it  became  dear,  or  dearish, 
that  this  place  was  the  garden 
of  a  Royal  Hospital  inexplicar 
bly  located  in  a  part  of  London 
that  looks  out  on  rolling  hills. 

There  you  have  it  Cole’s 
Hariy  wears  the  uniform  of  a 
Chelsea  pensioner  and  is  liv¬ 
ing  out  his  retirement  in  a  fine 
old  building  that  isn't  actually 
in  Chelsea.  In  comes  Tim 
Pigott-Smith  as  his  antique- 
dealer  son.  Gradually  it  is 
revealed  that  he  has  come 
from  the  funeral  of  his  gay 
partner-  In  comes  Gwen  Tay- 


1  -••. !  -i 
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Out  to  grass:  George  Cole  and  Tim  Pigott-Smith  as  the  Chelsea  pensioner  and  his  son  meandering  through  the  past 


lor  as  his  daughter-  Gradually 
we  twig  that  Jake,  her  proper¬ 
ty-developer  husband,  has 
personal  reasons  in  spend  so 
much  time  on  business  in 
Frankfurt;  but  not  until  mid¬ 
way  through  the  second  half 
does  Churdiett  reward  our 
patience  by  revealing  that  he  is 
having  an  affair  with  a  youn¬ 
ger  woman. 

I  wish  I  could  like  Heritage. 
Ghurchett  can  write  plausible 
dialogue,  and  (discounting 
sane  caricature  an  the  edges) 
create  plausible  characters. 
Especially  in  the  second  halt 


there  are  signs  of  the  talent 
that  earlier  this  year  gave  us 
his  debut  play,  7bm  and 
Gem.  Moreover,  he  has  a. 
theme,  which  is  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  valuing  our  heritage, 
whether  it  lakes  the  form  of : 
Cole’s  genial,  unpretentious 
Harry,  the  diary  that  his 
daughter  May  kept  as  a  child, 
or  a  Royal  Hospital  which  die 
forces  of  progress  and  money 
are  about  to  transform  into  a 
conference  centre  and  theme 
park: 

But  the  theme,  not  to  men¬ 
tion  tiie  theme  park,  could  be 


more  subtly  handled.  Noisy 
helicopters  combine  with  dark 
references  to  Japanese  busi¬ 
nessmen  to  teD  us  what  we 
should  be  feeling  about  the 
modem  world. 

We  are  asked  to  wince  at 
phrases  like  ‘'human  resource 
management"  and  “properly 
defined  career  structure",  and 
especially  at  Jake'S  mistress 
(Judy  Flynn),  a  PR  twit  who 
jabbers  patronisingly  about 
“the  best  of  the  old  safety 
nestling  in  the  strength  of  the 
new"  and  is  still  fiddling  with 
her  video  camera  when  her 


betters  snap  to  attention,  on 
Remembrance  Day. 

By  the  time  Harry's  ghost 
entered  in  his  scarlet  uniform, 
and  joined  his  embattled  fam¬ 
ily  in  a  rendering  of  Macau¬ 
lay's  poem  about  Horatio 
defending  the  ashes  of  Rome's 
fathers  and  the  temples  of  its 
gods  against  impossible  odds, 
the  play  had  pushed  me  into  . 
an  undiaracferistically  per¬ 
verse  mood.  I  had  a  sneaking 
sympathy  for  the  barbarians. 

Benedict  / 
Nightingale  : 


Peterhead’s  sorry 
queen  among  men 


true  disablement 


The  family  who  slays  together  is 
rarely  the  family  who  stays 
together.  Yet  this  is  the  case  for 
Greta  and  his  siblings  in  James. 
Du  tide's  new  play.  For  behind  the 
dosed  doors  of  small-town  fisherfolk. 
Big  Mamma’s  dying  behind  die  wall 
and  while  on  the  surface  the- family 
rallies  round  to  save  her.  a  plot’s  afoot 
to  put  her  out  of  her  misery  and,  in  so 
doing,  make  some  long  neglected 
dreams  come  true.' 

And  it  is  Greta  who  sets  things  in 
motion.  Greta,  the  pouting  prima 
donna  of  Peterhead,  a  queen  among 
men  who  regales  anyone  who'll  listen 
with  tall  tales  of  when  he  ran  a 
celebrated  Carnaby  Street  boutique. 

Complete  guff  of  course,  for  in  the 
real  world  Greta  is  plain  old  Davey, 
who  has  never  been  further  than 
Inverness  and,  too  fey  for  the  fishing, 
raided  the  dressing-up  box  and  rein¬ 
vented  himself  as  a  drama  queen  to  die 
for.  It'S  called  survival  For.  living  in  a 
movie  that  does  not  move  him,  Greta 
sets  in  motion  a  melodrama  of  high 
camp  and  low-rent  glamour  in  which 
he  is  the  star.  And  what’s  more,  there’s 
a  perfectly  placed  cupboard-load  of 
secrets  in  the  house,  which  Greta  uses 
to  his  advantage  to  get  at  the  small 
fortune  he's  entitled  to.  And  yes,  he  gets 


away  wife  murder.  Or  someone  does. 

On  the  surface  this  tale  of  truth, 
justice  and  the  Peterhead  way  appears* 
slight  butatrip  into  Greta's  livingroora 
is  as  eccentric  as  Twin  Peaks.  The 
melodrama  is  heightened  by  sound¬ 
track  flourishes  which,  in  John  Tiffa¬ 
ny's  production,  are  subfiminal . 
glimpses  into  Greta’s  spaced-out 
psyche. 

As  Greta,  Russell  Hunter  minces  as 
if  bom  for  the  role,  while  Ann  Louise 
Ross’S  Bimty,  Greta's  sister-in-law,  is 
as  haunted  and  hemmed  in  by  small¬ 
town  ways  as  Greta.  The  key  scene 
comes  when  he  spills  his  heart  out  to 
Bunty  as  to  why  Greta,  a  divine  and 
grotesque  Frankenstein's  monster,  had 
to  be  invented.  It  make  things  more 
bearable  in  an  unbearable  world,  no 
different  from  the  arms  of  lovers,  fee 
neck  of  a  bottle  or  vaulting  ambition. 

Duthie’S  world  takes  everyday  peo¬ 
ple's  slightest  nuance,  and  dissects  it 
like  the  fish  gutted  by  Bunty  till  it 
reaches  tiie  heart 

Neil  Cooper 


Strafeconaareoneoffeefewhigfa 
profile  theatre  companies  who 
dare  to  make  an  entertainment 
out  of  their  disabilities.  This  doesn't 
mean  that  their  latest  show,  based  on  a 
Hans  Christian  Andersen  tale.  The 
Snow  Queen,  is  mnotety  entertaining. 
.Jr  isn’t  But  it  is  grimly  worthwhile. 

Thcplay  opens  mdarimess  with  an  - 
anonymous  beating  heart  against  a  ‘ 
twinkling  skyline.  On  a  hospital  bed. 
hedged  in  by  a  screen  of  glass 
windows,  is  Greta,  a  Down’s  syn¬ 
drome  patient,  who  is  told  by  her 
doctor  that  she  wool  get  a  new  heart 
because  frankly  there  is  a  queue  of  the 
deserving  healthy  nexta  door.  It’s 
difficult  to  disagree  with  ttie  diagnosis. 
Michelle  Moloney’s  Greta  may  be  an 
accomplished  artist  but  she  speaks  like 
a  broken  record. 

What  makes  her  pitch  so  strange  is 
tiie  magic  realism  of  the  stoiy  in  which 
she  becomes  embroiled.  Would-be 
boyfriend  Karl  is  stolen  by  Norwegian 
trolls,  her  father  is  an  incomprehensi¬ 
ble  yuppie,  and  her  grandfather, 
Joseph  (Spencer  Ababio).  is.  for  some 
implausible  reason,  a  garrulous  Afri¬ 
can  witch  doctor.  It's  the  naturalism 
that  hurts.  Greta  is  np  for  an  arts 
diploma.  “You  have  a  future  worth 
fighting  for,”  says  Grandpa  Joseph. 


But  Greta  Is  not  allowed  fee  operation 
given  so  freely  to  others.  “Who  are  you 
to  play  God?"  screams  her  father  at 
Paul  Wakefip’s  Professor  Forrstriun- 
when  the  latter  refuses  the  bits  that 
will  make  her  whole. 

It’s  a  production  that  makes  you  fed 
humbled  Tether  than  entertained.  It 
feels  like  rilling  in  an  end  of  term 
report  rather  than  a  review,  and  I 
suddenly  linderstand  why.  These  are 
disabled  performers  performing  dis¬ 
abled  art!  The  acting  is  painfully 
childish,  fee  emotions  and  issues  are 
worthily  atiulL 

At  the  end  of  every  scene,  however, 
spotlights  dim  on  Greta  clutching 
hopes,  looking  wistfully  at  toy  model 
houses  or  staring  through  the  glass 
screen  at  her  hospital  bed.  The  bottom 
line,  argues  Greta's  father  Sven  (Pius 
Hickey),  is  a  right  in  p  life.  Perhaps  the 
giveaway  of  Ann  Cleary  and  Ian 
McCurradi’s  production  is  that  (his 
fate  is  always  forthcoming,  ready  or 
not 

James  Christopher 
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?lf  Ro/1  l'n«,«n 


»ns 


Bad  tempers  all 


over 


IlwouW  be  idle  to  deny  the 

of  just  a;S 
Schadenfreude  on  boaixlinp 
to  Paris  for  the  firl 
raght  ofTbc  Merry  Widow  at  the 
Palais  Gamier.  The  Royal  Opera’s 
unevenly  cast,  dimly  designed 
version  had  been  a  bit  of  a  flop _ 

■?ans  °Pfra*  awash  with 
subsidy  would  surely  show  us 
how  it  should  be  done. 

Wnmgagain:  after  experiencing 
this  Widow  and  Hansd  and 
Grctd  at  the  Chatelet,  this  particu¬ 
lar  ppera-goer  came  scuttling  back 
under  the  Channel  to  a  world  of 
what  seemed  like  operatic  sanity—- 
as  tar  as  performances  are  con¬ 
cerned.  thar  is,  as  sanity  elsewhere 
seems  to  be  in  distinctly  short 
supply. 

Admittedly  the  Widow  was 
launched  under  a  dark  star.  A  dear 
little  strike  by  technicians  meant 
that  Monday’s  first  night  was 
given  with  severely  restricted  light¬ 
ing  and  maybe  without  some 
technical  effects;  the  audience  was 
given  its  money  back.-  which 
should  have  put  them  in  a  good 
mood,  initially  at  least 
The  Gamier  is  dangerously  big 
for  a  conversation  'piece  —  the 
dialogue  was  horribly  ponderous 


—  and  th.  r  producer  Jorge  Lavelli 
emphasise  id  this  first  with  a  vast 
semidraili  ri*  permanent  set.  and 
then  by  placing  the  singers  hales 
upstage  at  c  piaal  moments. 

Costumes  were  20th-century  ab¬ 
stract.  with  n.  o  sense  of  time;  plice 
or  social .  co  ntext.  Hie  staging 
lacked  berth  all  '  ure  and  zip,  with  an 
embarrassingly  /  bad  routine  for 
the  pctentiair.V  show-stopping 
March  Septet  a  aid  the  amplified 

Grisettes,  about  .50  yards  away; 
going  for  nothing 
Dottiest  of  all,  h  ewever.  was  the 
feet  that  the  fcst  tU  ^  acts  were  rod 
together,  with  the  2C-nminutespf  fite 
third  following  an  '  \ interminable 
interval  during  wbi'fjb  I  have  to’ 
confess  to  drowning  Wy  sorrows' 
(Gerald  Kaufman  m  light  like  to 
know  that  champagiti*  is  even 
more  expensive  at  tl  ve  Gamier 
than  at  Covent  Garden,  \1 
Hie  principals  were  L  ^'directed. 
Karita  Mattila,  looking  i  ^xtremdy. 
glamorous  in  skirts,  sprat  to  the 
navel,  was  not  so  much  77.  ye  Merry - 
Widow  as  The  Dedded.ty  Bad- 
Tempered  Widow,  and  rashly 


fielded  a  harsh,  exaggerated  eften- 
teuse-style  chest  register  that  sig¬ 
nally  failed  to  join  up  with  the  rest 
of  her  voice. 

Bo  Skovhus  was  made  to  play 
Danilo  as  a  brash,  vain  slob;  there 
was  no  suggestion  of  a  relation¬ 
ship  —  past,  present  or  future  — 
between  these  two,  and  without 
that  the  piece  is  nothing.  Henri  ette 
Bonde-Hanseh  and  •  Michael 
.  Schade  passed  muster,  no  more,  as 
the  second  couple,  and  there  was 
.some  embarrassing  under-casting 
in  die  minor  roles. 

Only  the  veteran  Viennese  oper¬ 
etta  star  Waldemar  Kmentt  as  a 
delightfully  innocent  Baron  Zeta 
came  within  spitting  distance  of  . 
the  necessary  style.  Armin  Jordan 
was  tiurveryonhnary  conductor  of 
the  piece,’ 

At  least  Hansel  was  marvel¬ 
lously  conducted  by  Christoph  von 
Dohninyi:  he  and  our  very  own 
Philharmonia  ensured  that  every 
strandtjf  musical  thought  in  this 
miraculous  score  was  easily  audi¬ 
ble  in  the  Ch&lelefs  bright  acous¬ 
tics-  and  this  without  ever 
overwhelming  the  singers. 

Ruth  Ziesak  and  Randi  Sfcene, 
stars  of  tiie  Royal  Opera’s  Palestri¬ 
na  earlier  this  year,  sang  most 
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Nothing  to  laugh  about  Henri  ette  Bond  e-Hansen  and  Karita  Mattila,  two  of  the  ill-directed  principals  in  The  Merry  Widow 


Dream  Pantomime  was  simply 
inadequate,  and  the  climax  of  the 
work,  enshrined  in  those  two  lines 
of  spoken  dialogue,  was  cul 
Words  fail  me.  too. 

Rodney  Milnes 


beautifully  in  the  title  roles,  and 
there,  alas,  the  good  news  ends. 
Gwyneth  Jones  sang  the  Mother, 
occasionally,  (with  the  greatest 
respect,  r  wish  she  would  stop). 
Franz-Josef  Kapellmann  was  a 
coarse  Father,  and  Graham  Clark, 


none  too  easily  cast  vocally  and 
burdened  with  innumerable 
changes  of  wig  and  costume,  re¬ 
ran  Jus  Mime-as-Mrs-Bates  act  as 
the  Witch. 

Yannis  Kokkos’s  production 
opened  with  projections  of  slum 


housing  and  silhouettes  of  factory 
chimneys,  but  his  “dark” concept, 
if  such  it  was.  was  not  seen 
through  logically  in  the  way  that 
David  Pbuntnivy’s  memorable 
“council  estate”  reading  was  for 
English  Nations. 1  Opera.  Hie 


Michael  Ashman  on  the  history  erf  Paul  Bunyati,  the  early,  long-neglected  operetta  that  has  now  been  taken  up  by  the  Royal  Opera 


Britten’s  tall  tale  comes  back  to  life 


Fifty-six  years  ago  an 
operetta  written  by 
two  young  expat  En¬ 
glishmen  was  pre- 
.  miered  on  a  university 
1  campus  in  New  York.  It  was 
the  largest  but  almost  the  last 
collaboration  between  the  ris¬ 
ing  talent  of  27-year-old  com¬ 
poser  Benjamin  Britten  and 
the  more  established  34-year- 
old  poet,  WJd.  Auden. 

'The  sources.”  Auden  sored 
drily,  “were  the  .New  York 
Public  Library There  he  dis¬ 
covered  the  giant  lumberjack 
Paul  Bunyan,  “one  man  as 
great  as  a  city  of  andmaiy 
men",  an  American  folk  hero 
of  the  likes  of  Johnny  Apple- 
■  seed.  John  Henry  and  Casey 

w  '•  -  ••  Jones.  Bunyan  (they  say) 
started  the  first  logging  camp. 

■  i  staffed  it  With  OkFTVorfd 
|  f  jl  l  pioneers  (comic  Swedes  aspe- 
ciality)  and  toured  it  around 
-  virgin  America,  clearing  trees 
for  the  settlers  to  move  in. 

According  to  legend,  this 
manly  life  stopped  when  all 
"  j except  foreman  Helson  (the 
Varawn),  bookkeeper  Johnny 
Inks  linger  (the  brains)  and 
Babe  (a  huge  blue  ox)  deserted 
Bunyan  to  find  women. 

Auden  took  the  names  and 
some  attributes  of  the  charac-  ; 
ters  in  the  tall  tales  that  make 
up  the  Bunyan  fegend.  He 
turned  the  story  deftly  into  a 
New  World  creation  myth. 
Roles  for  trees,  geese  and  a 
ballad-singing  narrator  kick 
off  “the  development  of’ the 
continent  from  a  virgin  forest 
before  the  birth  of  Paul  Ban¬ 
yan  to  settlement  and  cultiva¬ 
tion  when  Paul  Bunyan  says 
goodbye  because  he  is  no 
i  lunger  needed". 

'  Bunyan  himself  is  heard, 
but  does  not  appear.  “Thea tri- 


progress.  and  warns  about  the 
dangers  of  an  easily  put-on 
patriotism.  But  it's  sung  by  a 
trio  of  a  dog  and  two  cats. 
Entertainment  is  never  far 
away.  Both  men  were  enthus¬ 
iasts  for  the  musical,  and  had 
already  collaborated  on  caba¬ 
ret  songs,  film  scores  and 
plays. 

At  Snape  Mattings  tomor¬ 
row.  Richard  Hickox  will  con¬ 
duct  the  work’s  .  first 
production  by  a  major  opera  • 
company.  He  is  pleased  that 
his  cast  has  accepted  the 
challenge  of  a  piece  that  re¬ 
quires  ensemble  rather  than 
star  contributions.  Many  of 
them  also  having  worked  with 
him  on  the  recent  Vaughan 
Williams  opera  cycle,  he  be¬ 
lieves  “a  real  repertory  com¬ 
pany"  has  developed.  The- 
opportunities  in  Paul  Bunyan 
have  been  handy  for  the  Royal 
Opera  at  the  present  time. 
“Everyone  says  it  has  brought 
the  company  together," 
Hickox  says.  “The  whole  origi¬ 
nal  ethos  of  Bunyan  was  for 
high-school  choirs,  so  the 
chorus  is  essential. 

"They  and  the  orchestra 
have  just  thrown  themselves 
into  it.  I  cant  imagine  why  it’s 
not  done  every  Christmas.  It 
ends  up  with  a  Christmas 
party  scene — it's  a  real  family 
show.  It's  a  gas.  I’m  so  in  love 
with  it" 

Hickox*s  enthusiasm  bub¬ 


W.H.  Auden  and  Benjamin  Britten  in  1941,  the  year  \  ■  bles  over  “Although  it*s  an 
Petal  Bunyan  had  its  world  premiere  in  New  York  y  operetta,  it  also  has  an  ex- 


'  .  '  :  •  '  \  tremely  dark  side.  And  Peter 

cal  presentation  of  his  exploits  -  The  human  task  is  now  a  V  Grimes  is  not  the  wondrous 
would  require  the  resources  of  ’  different  one.  of  bow  to  live  \  achievement  as  a  first  opera 
Bayreuth."  Auden  comment-  well  in  a  country  that  the  \\that  one  thinks  it  is.  This  has 
edL  He  and  Britten  are  a  little  '  pioneers  have  made  it  possible  sri  many  pre-echoes,  both  of 
more- serious  at  the  end  than  to  live  in,"  Auden  said.  tyfiatwas  going  on  at  the  time, 

the  Seven  Brides  for  Seven  His  text  .asks  if  an  apd  of  what  he  was  going  to 
Brothers  fed  of  the  original,  industrialising  society  equals  write.  There’s  Rodgers  and 


ecL  He  and  Britten  are  a  little 
more  serious  at  the  end  than 
the  Seven  Brides  for  Seven 
Brothers  fed  of  the  original. 


s-p  many  pre-echoes,  both  of 
whatwas  going  on  at  the  time, 
iip4  of  what  he  was  going  to 
write  There’s  Rodgers  and 


CONCERTS:  Lunging  at  Beethoven;  Prokofiev  captured  in  all  his  moods 


Magical 

mystery 


Maxim  Vi 


VERY  few  musicians  can  cate 
a  classic  of  the  repertoire  and 
make  vou  fed*  as  the  piece 
progresses,  that  you  haven’t  a 
clue  whai  might  happen  nett 
i  (i  goes  without  saying  -that 
f  Maxim  Vengerov  is  among 
those  verv  few.  But  it  would 
have  been  difficult  to  guess 
quite  hnw  many 
was  going  to  set  himself  in  the 
course  <4  the  first  movement 
alone  of  Beethoven’s  kreuner 

Sonata.  _ ■  , 

Thai  huge  unacOTtnpan  ed 

cal!  to  attention  which  isthe 

opening 

icn*  i-i-bres* Mantapaaon. 
Ami  what  ii  presag'd  was  a 
remarkably  irasabte  prWW. 
Aeumt.  snapped  off  b«h 

siring,  and  P«n°  “  ** 
h™»  bit  hard  <?en  «"*■"  >“ 
apparent  tccbnwd  feotavA 
qlinrino  oOave 
tuned  the  ear 

mtxiulatittn  -  and  then  back 
tl»  lh(f  « 

As  Vengerov  lunged  « 

grror  a^berant  paacao 
IS  he  far®*1  pong 

'  lerTurtash  »  drav.' back  ihe 

with  renew «1 

mfe  corners  were  feten  even 


more  tightly  as  tiie  music 
developed,  and  Vengerov  gave 
Uryasb  an  even  tougher  time 
in  the  recapitulation. 

The  simplest  of  songs,  art¬ 
fully  weighed  and  measured 
in  rts  every  breath,  was  creat¬ 
ed  for  the  slow  movement,  the 
better  to  reveal  its  potential  for 
variation.  And  here,  indeed, 
was  infinite  variety,  from  the 
most  introspective  of  studies  to 
a  beguiling  half-plucked,  half- 
sung  serenade. 

Vengerov  and  Uiyash  had 
begun  their  recital  with  Mo¬ 
zarts  Violin  Sonata  in  E 
minor.  This  was  intimate 

enough  to  draw  us  in,  as  if  to  a 

far  smaller  space  than  the 
stage  of  the  Festival  Hall. 
Vengerov's  stance,  and  the  ’ 

blithe  yet  rapt  listening  quality 
of  his  playing,  irresistibly 
recalled  tiie  young  Menuhin. 

The  second  half  of  tiie 
evening  was  there  to  be  seri¬ 
ously  enjoyed.  Vengerov  re¬ 
laxed  enough  to  luxuriare  not 
a  little  in  Brahms’s  D  minor 
Sonata  —  the  composer,  after 
all,  was  on  holiday  when  he 
began  to  write  it. 

As  the  evening  wore  on. 
Vengerov  the  entertainer 
stepped  ever  nearer  the  foot- 
tighis.  A  broad  grin  an  d  a  coy 
quip  or  two  left  his  audience  in 
no  doubt  that  his  three  Hun¬ 
garian  Dantes  by  “Brahms 

were  to  be  taken  m  the  spirit  of 

encores.  And  then,  of  course, 
tfie  real  encores,  beginning 
with  Massenet's  Meditation 
from  Thais  and  ending  deep 
into  tiie  night.  • 

Hilary  Finch 


Circus 

thrills 


PROKOFIEVAS,  music  be¬ 
witches  us  as.  children.  Its 
familiar  classical  aspects,  we 
discover  privately,  are  twisted: 
its '  instrumentation  outra¬ 
geous;  it  is  homy,  shocking, 
happy  and  hideous  all  at  once. 
On  re-encountering  the  music 
as  adults,  all  those  childlike 
joys  renin),  but  with  a  new 
dimension.  What  was  merely 
funny  is  now  ironic,  witty, 
charming;  the  grotesque  has  a 
deeper  resonance,  and  what 
was  fairytale  dreaminess  is 
now  truly  beguiling. 

Prokofiev’s  Piano  Concerto 
No  5  is  just  such  a  piece,  a 
circus  full  of  audacious  tricks. 
From  the  moment  tiie  piano 
launches  into  its  acrobatic 
leaps,  punctuated  with  rude 
brass  inteijections,  there  is  an 
irresistible  sense  of  affronteiy. 
The  brief  moderate,  with  its 
wonderfully  banal  dance  tune, 
brought  an  audible  smirk  too, 
while  the  larghetto  soon  sub¬ 
verts  its  lovely  melody. 

But  Prokofiev  struggled 
with  this  work:  he  wanted  it  to 
be  simple,  but  feared  repeat¬ 
ing  old  formulas,  and  so  “it 
named  out  to  be  complicated”. 
His  self-consciousness  is  ap¬ 


parent,  in  the  suddenly  mod¬ 
ernist  l  .cadenza,  and  Nikolai 
Demiqe’riko’s  loud,  rhythmi¬ 
cally  energetic  but  somehow 
superficial  performance  only 

emph'asfe’ed  this. 

He  crda  ted  a  magical  undu- 
lation  with:  his  parallel  scales 
before  the  final  coda,  yet  there 
were  times;  when  the  piano 
sound  lacka.d  depth  and  the 
glittering  daftrity  this  music 
demands.  As.  in  the  austere 
ortfiestrationvof  the  andante 
(from  the  Pia^d  Sonato  No  4) 
which  opens  the*  concert  there 
was  some  un  con  Von  ring  play¬ 
ing  from  the  Lop  .don  Philhar¬ 
monic  ;  under .  Alexander 
Lazarev.  It  was  cU  ar  with  the 
performance  of  V  the  Hurd 
Symphony  where  tiie  focus  of 
rehetosal  had  beenct  I 
After  tiie' -interyiall  came 
Summer  Sight,  tile  sj/m phon¬ 
ic  suite  frcm  The  Befrotftai  in 
the  Monastery.  The  sqrrival  of 
excellent  principal  trumpet 
Paul  Batistan  made  Vita  an 
enjoyable  reading  of  this'  sleek 
little  coflection.  T- 
The  contrast  between  its 
sub-Romeo  and  Julier  irm 
and  the  tumultuous  Third 
Symphony' could  not  ha  ve 
been  greater.  This  sympljon  ic 
realisation  of  Prokofieva  df  v 
era  The  Fiery  Angel  is  a  torn' 
de  force  of  demonic  energy, 
with,  a  sweep  and  coherence 
that  could  not  be  less  self* 
conscious.  Hie  LPO  strings]  , 

attacked  TtS  (unmci  I 


Hammerstein  in  this  piece. 
Britten’s  narrator  sings  coun¬ 
try  and  western  music  two 
years  before  Oklahoma !  was 
on  Broadway.  There  are  paro¬ 
dies  of  Gilbert  and  Sullivan. 
There’s  Kurt  WdlL" 


Hickox  continues: 

“You  hear  Grimes 
—  the  scene  for  the 
Borough  —  in  the 
Act  II  power  struggle  between 
Hel  Helson  and  Bunyan. 
There’s  the  comedy  of  Albert 
Herring  to  come,  and  the 
stammer  of  Billy  Budd  in  tiie 
fanner  John  Shears.  I  think 
this  is  Britten  at  his  best.  It 
was  done  at  the  same  period  as 
the  Piano  Concerto,  and  the 
Hymn  to  St  Cecilia  and  On 
this  Island,  which  are  also 
Auden.  Three  masterpieces . . . 


“There  is  no  other  opera  that 
I  know  where  in  Act  I.  with  a 
playing  strength  of  37.  not  one 
of  the  17  numbers  has  tiie 
same  instrumentation.  You  go 
from  full  orchestra  to  brass  or 
wind  without  strings,  then  a 
jazz  band,  then  guitar,  violin, 
double  bass.  In  Act  n  it’s  more 
of  a  tutti  piece.  For  every 
character  Britten  has  a  differ¬ 
ent  orchestration." 

Bunyan  was  not  an  unquali¬ 
fied  success  at  its  essentially 
amateur  premiere.  Has  misin¬ 
formation  about  that  stopped 
people  taking  up  the  work?  “It 
was  panned  by  the  composer 
Virgil  Thomson  in  a  legendary 
review  in  The  New  York  Times 
— although  others  were  kinder 
—  and  Bunyan  was  reputedly 
discarded,  or  rather  left  in  the 
bottom  drawer,  because  of 


Britten  being  so  over-sensitive 
to  criticism,”  Hickox  says. 
“Actually  he  and  Aud'im  decid¬ 
ed  that  it  was  partly  su  ccessful 
and  wanted  to  revise  it  but 
just  never  got  round  to  doing 
it"  (Auden,  working  Alone, 
produced  a  new  draft '  with 
some  savage  cuts.) 

Thirty-three  years  past«^d- 
Britten.  recuperating  after-  a 
stroke,  was  encouraged  to  taA'e 
another  look  at  Paul  Bunya'rt 
by  his  friend  and  amanuensis . 
the  scholar  Donald  Mitchell. 
This  attempt  to  free  Britten  of 
writer’s  block  Ta  very  astute  1 
move,"  Hickox  says)  was 
successful 

“He  made  revisions  —  a  new 
Prelude  and  a  most  mysteri¬ 
ous  ending  to  Ad  I,  called 
Banyan's  Third  Goodnight. 
He  excised  two  numbers 


where  some  of  the  words  were 
just  too  obscure." 

Britten  now  wanted  “some 
private  way  of  hearing"  the 
new  Bunyan.  A  BBC  studio 
recording  was  set  up,  with 
Peter  Pears  as  Inks  linger  —  a 
role  perhaps  intended  for  him. 
“They  all  sat  in  the  Red  House 
(Britten's  home  in  Aldeburgh] 
and  heard  it.  When  it  came  to 
Bunyan's  Farewell,  tears 
streamed  down  Britten’s  face 
and  he  said:  'You  know, 
Donald,  I  simply  hadn’t  re¬ 
membered  that  it  was  such  a 
strong  piece’." 

l*  The  Rmal  Opera's  production 
,i/Paul  Bunyan  is  at  the  Mattings, 
5'r.iape  (01728  453543)  tomorrow 
aiid  Saturday,  and  then  moves  on 
to  the  Shaftesbury  Theatre. 
Lorcrion,  and  Corn  Exchange. 
Kinp ’s  Lynn 


caught  the  stifled  atmosphere 
of  the  skittering  scherzo: 

Helen  Wallace 


Six  Christmas  CDs  for  £9.90 


Today  The  Times  offers  readers  a  set  of  six 
exclusive  Christinas  CDs  for  only  £9.90  with 
p&p  FREE  in  the  UK.  With  76  tracks  adding  up 
to  almost  five  hours  of  music,  the  set  provides  the 
perfect  background  music  for  your  seasonal 
celebrations.  ' 

There  are  a  total  of  28  traditional  and  lesser 
known  cards  performed  by  St*  Paul’s  Cathedral 
Choir  and  the  Choir  of  Westminster  Cathedral. 
You  also  receive  two  discs  of  popular  songs  and 
family  favourites  associated  with  Christmas 


performed  by  some  of  the  world’s  most  famous 
singers,  including  Frank  Sinatra.  Bing  Crosby, 
Nat  King  Cole,  Mahalia  Jackson,  Dinah  Shore 
Peggy  Lee,  Doris  Day  and  Perry  Como. 

Finally,  there  are  two  CDs  of  beautiful  classics: 
ten  works  by  Johann  Strauss  performed  by  the 
London  Symphony  Orchestra  arid  highlights 
from  Handel’s  Messiah,  performed  by  the 
Scottish  Chamber  Orchestra  and  the  Scottish 
Philharmonic  singers. 

This  offer  doses  on  December  31, 1997. 


THE  TIMES  CHRISTMAS  CDs  ORDER  FORM 


PRODUCT  _ 

B-SetOrristmasCPs _ 

Freep&pinthelJX,forrthefCOufrtfi«rn9erti 

Republic  of  Ireland  &  EC _ 

Rest  of  the  world _ 

TOTAL  _ _ 


Price  |Qty  |Tota>|  i  enclose  a  cheque/PO  for  E . . made  payable  to 


XSETP06  |  EgjjQ  |  I 
ppropriafe  value  In  total  column 
EURO-!  I  £1 

ROWQ1  E3 _ 

£ 


.... _ Initials _ 


Address - 


CD  Ltd.  Please  write  your  name,  address  and  cheque 
card  number  on  the  back  of  your  cheque.  Allow  28  days 
for  delivery.  Send  to:  The  Tines  Christinas  Collection, 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne  X,  NESS  2GW 

Credit  Card  Payment  Card  number 

nrmrTTnm  i  ii  t  m 

Expiry  dale  □□  □□  MasteiCfind/AccessJ^]  VteaQ 

Mama  on  card _ _ _ 

Supply  address  of  registered  earcBiotter  on  a  separate 
shea  of  paper  if  rfifisrart  hom  toft 
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j  Pfeese  tick  thfa  box  if  you  do  not  wish  to  nBcefrefamiar  offers  from  The  Times  or  associated  companies 
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44  BOOKS 


Nicholas  Wapshott  marks  out  the  authorship  of  Groueho’s  funniest  lines 

Good  thigh-slapping  stuff,  but 
who’s  lines  were  they  anyway? 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMBER  4 1997 


Politicians  and  Other  comedi¬ 
ans  are  often  credited  with 
lines  they  have  not  written. 
wind  of  change"  was  no  more 
wr*ttoi  by  Harold  Macmillan  than 
was  “the  art  of  the  possible1*  by 
R-  a.  Butler  or  'The  lady’s  not  far 
faming”  by  Margaret  Thatcher, 
ret  there  they  are  in  the  dictio¬ 
naries  of  quotations,  passing  off  the 
panache  of  others  as  their  own. 

Groucho  Marx  was  a  genuinely 
witty  mart,  yet  many  of  the  quips 
we  remember  him  by  were  written 
by  studio  gagsters.  Some,  likeS.J. 
flerejman  —“I’ve  worked  myself  up 
from  nothing  to  a  state  of  extreme 
poverty"  —  are  remembered  still. 
Others  —  like  the  author  of*"Why,  a 
four-year-old  child  could  under¬ 
stand  this  report  Run  out  and  find 
me  a  four-year-old  child" — are  not. 

Ami  the  parentage  of  his  own 
comic  writing  is  similarly  confused. 
In  1927,  when  offered  a  newspaper 
column.  Groucho  realised  dial 
writing  Jokes  is  no  laughing  matter 


GROUCHO  MARX  AND 
OTHER  SHORT  STORIES 
AND  TALL  TALES 
Edited  by  Roberts.  Bader 

Faber,  E&99 
ISBN 0571 19432 X 

LOVE,  GROUCHO 
Letters  from  Groucho  Marx 
to  His  Daughter  Miriam 
Edited  by  Miriam  Marx  ASca 
Faber.  £ 8.99 
ISBN0571 194400 


and  he  condaded  “the  place  for  me 
to  be  funny  is  on  the  stage.  There  I 
do  not  have  new  material  for  every 
performance  and  my  voice  and 
mannerisms  add  to  the  comedy." 
Yet  he  went  oh  to  write  seven  books, 
a  play,  two  screenplays  and  over 
100  magazine  pieces, santepf  which 
are  collected  here. 


There  is  no  doubt  that  Groucho 
could  deliver  a  hpme-grown  effte- 
liner  like  few  others.  His  preference 

was  for  the  pun.*  traditionally  art 

English  vice,  and,  like  Wilde,  he 
enjoyed  addlngatwirt  toadkh&.**i 
never Jbcget  a  face,  butlltmake  an 
exception  in  your  case";  “A  man  is  . 
as  young  as  the  woman  he  fads”; 
“No,  Groucho  is  not  my  zeal  name. 
ITn  breaking  it  in  for  a  friends  and. 
the  fine  which  is  so  lost  on  the 
wannabes  of  Dean  Street.  “I  don’t 
want  to  belong  to  any  dub  that  will 
accept  me  as  a  member*  are  as 
good  as  any  written  for  him.  .Even, 
when  writing  to  his  daughter 
Miriam,  he  could  not  resist  lacing 
die  housekeeping  with  sardonic 
asides. 

But  when,  it  came  to  extended 
comic  writing,  it  seems  h&preferred 
to  lean  on  others.  Robert  5:  Bader 
fingers  Arthur  Sheekman,  a  colum¬ 
nist  for  the  Chicago  Times,  as  the 
ghost  of  his  journalism  and  essay 
work.  Groucho  thought  the  hack 


.  had  real  comic  talent  and  encour¬ 
aged  him  in  the  .screenwriting 
trade,  hut  Sfteekman’S  efforts 
under  his  awn  Sag  did  not  raise 
much  of  a  titter.  His  work  for 
Groucho,  however,  was  well.  re¬ 
ceived  and  he  agreed  to  remain  a 
silent  partner.  When  Sheekman 
edited  The  Groucho  Letters,  he 
.  removed  ail  trace  of  his  work  on 
Groocbo’s  behalf.  - 

V^i.  roucho’5  persona  was  so 
well .  chiselled  that 
Sheekman  did  not  find  it 
-  difficult  to  writs  in  styte  and  the 
results  are  often  funny,  if  rarely 
hilarious.  But  the  issue  of  muddied 
authorship,  the  ghost  at  this  feast 
lingers  over  the  collection  and 
stifles  the  impulse  to  laugh.  All 
Marx  Brothers  fans  will  enjoy 
trying  to  unravel  the  conundrum, 
but  if  you  are  looking  far  truly 
uproarious  writing,  it  would  be 
better  to  pick  up  a  collection  —  any 
collection  —  of  Perehnan. 


Groucho  with  his  wife  and  their  daughter. 


Marx  Alien 


Bodies  of  opinion 


s 


Plastic 

fantastic? 

Sarah  Dunant 
sizes  up 
suffering  for 
beauty 


The  recent  discovery  of  the 
tortured  bodies  of  two 
cosmetic  surgeons  in  trash 
bins  on  a  Mexican  railway 
line  must  have  sent  tremors  of  fear 
through  an  otherwise  rich  and 
happy  profession.  Fortunately,  this 
turned  out  not  to  be  the  work  of  a 
gang  of  wannabe  flay  Watch  babes 
with  leaking  breasts,  but  the  Jaco- 
bean-style  revenge  wreaked  by,  the 
followers  of  a  Colombian  drug 
baron  who  had  died  after  an 
operation  designed  to  give  him  a 
new  identity.  It  is.  you  might  think, 
a  story  of  our  age. 

Not  according  to  Elizabeth 
Haiken’s  elegant  history  of  cosmet¬ 
ic  surgery,  Venus  Envy.  Though 
last  month's  trash  cans  came  too 
late  for  her  to  include  in  the  book, 
she  uncovers  an  earlier  but  equally 
tasty  example  in  the  shape  of 
mobster  John  DUiinger  who,  in 
1935.  had  his  nose  done  and  face 
lifted  in  an  attempt  to  escape 
justice.  In  this  case  the  surgeon  was 
luckier.  The  FBI  got  to  him  first. 

What  makes  Venus  Envy  such  an 
enthralling  read  is  rhat  alongside  a 
host  of  macabre  and  “no  —  really!” 
stories  like  that  one  (did  you  know 
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that  the  earliest  cosmetic  operation 
took  place  in  16th-century  Italy 
when  a  surgeon  reconstructed  a 
man's  nose  from  bits  of  his  upper 
arm  after  a  street  brawl?}  there  is  a 
hugely  intelligent  and  perceptive 
analysis  of  American  culture  and 
histoty  going  on.  And  as  cosmetic 
surgery  prows  ever  more  accept¬ 
able  and  widespread,  tt  is  worth 
asking  how  we  got  here,  even  if  — 
having  answered  that  question  — 
we  still  cant  stop. 

As  Haiken *s  book  makes  dear, 
cosmetic  surgery  could  only  have 
grown  as  fast  and  as  colourful !y  as 
it  has  done  in  America.  Because 
while  early  Americans  may  have 
connected  ideals  of  liberty  and  self- 
improvement  with  inner  beauty,  it 
didn't  take  much  for  the  20th 
cenrury  to  shift  that  inner  outwards 
and  let  the  market  do  the  rest. 

The  unlikely  watershed  was  the 
First  World  War.  Not  only  did 
advances  in  reconstructive  surgery 
give  the  profession  the  publicity 
and  respectability  it  needed,  but  it 
also  offered  the  rest  of  America  an 
acceptable  ideology  other  than 
vanity.  Of  course  sudh  surgery  was 
vital.  American  men  (and  women) 
should  have  pride  and  self-respect 
in  their  appearance  both  to  be 
integrated  into  society  and,  more 
importantly,  to  get  a  job.  And  ihey 
owed  it  to  themselves  to  do  whatev¬ 
er  they  could  to  achieve  that  It  was 
a  small  step  for  women,  bur  a  giant 
step  for  womenkind.  when  self- 
improvement  got  stretched  to  in¬ 
clude  big  noses,  duns  and  eventye 
bags  in  the  doctors’  waiting  rooms 
of  the  1923s  and  1930s. 

Depression  helped  of  course. 
both  the  Big  One  of  the  1930s  and 
the  cultural  kind.  Haiken*  .re¬ 
search  shows  how  the  assimilapon 
of  Adler's  inferiority  complex  into 
American  culture  proved  a  god¬ 
send  to  plastic  surgeons  —  who 
could  now  read  pathology  instead 
of  vanity  or  fear  of  racial  prejudice 
into  Jewish  noses  or  tiny  breasts, 
and  having  diagnosed  the  problem, 
could  then  cure  it. 

Add  to  that  the  growing  power  ot 
Hollywood,  projecting  an  ever 
more  homogenised  Wasp  version 

of  American  oeauty  and  «  *  dear. 


Only  in  Britain  would  a  w 
television  station  consider  ca 
scientific  lectures  suitable  ta 
entertainment  for  the  festive  sea-  ca 
son.  Nonetheless,  each  year  the,  pi 
BBC  broadcasts  the  Royal  Institu-  af 
tion  Christinas  Lectures,  which  bl 
reach  an  audience  of  up  to  two-  -cc 
minion  viewers  each  day.  for  five  sc 
days.  This  year  foe  lecturer  will  be 
mathematician  Professor  Ian  Stew-  ca 
ait.  who  has  written  a  book.  The  w 
Magical  Maze,  to  accompany  his  pi 
ledures.  jx 

The  Christinas  Juvenile  Lectures,  -Jit 
as  they  were  called  by  their  founder  / fa 
Michael  Faraday,  began  in  1826,  I  do 
and  were  intended  to  educate  and  /  sr 
entertain  young  people  —  Para-  *  Joa 


lich  Was  inspired  by  an  Amen- 
7  quiz&KJwnf  the  1960s.  Contes- 


tartts  yjefe  given  the  chance  to  win  a 
car  W  tackling  an  '  essentially 
probabilistic  problem,  but  week 
after  /week  they-  would  make  terri¬ 
ble  delusions,  thus  tUustratmg  the 
a^nter-irttuifive  nature  of  the 

Stewart  tboi observes  that  juries 
can  sometimesbe  confrwTted  with  a 
whole  series  of  issues  involving 
probability,  and  argues-  that  our 
poer  grasp  of  probabilities  could 
{fad  to  miscarriages,  afjustipe.  most 
fldtabty  when  It  comes ;  to  the 
brixnpTex.  task' *b£ :  assessing  the 
significance  of  DN  A  evidence-  He 
qoodudes  wjfft  a  marvellous  deny 


The  French  artist  Orlan  prior  to  the  surgery  she  bad  to  transform  her  into  "the  ideal  woman" 


was  inspired  by  attending  just  such 
a  lecture.  .In .  recent years -such 
diverse  figures  as  .v-  V. -  1 

Cari;  Sagan,  Des-  :  Simoi 

mond  Morris'.  - - : — 

David  Attenbor-  THT?iu 

crugh  and  Richard  nhm 

Dawkins  have  all  ,• 

attempted  to  con-  Bylai 

tinue  Faraday’s  Wddenfdt 

mission,  and.  if  the  ' -  fj 

book  is  anything  iSBNO. 

to  judge  by;  Ian  '  »  '  'S"  ~ 

Stewan  will  cany  -  -  -  ■ 

on  the  traditioti  tff  fcd&itificftmand 
fasahaifari.' '  "  ■' j  '■  '  *  • 

The  hot*  consists  of  a  series  of 
puzzles.  Some  erf  them  are  curious 
observations  of  the  natural  wrald, 
while  others  are  more  abstract but 
in  either  case  the  explanations  are 
intriguing,  vivid  and  playful:  The 
title  of  the  book  derives  from  the 
fact  that  Stewart  views  his  subject 
as  a  mysterious  exploration  rattier 
than  a  logical  progression.  Hence, 
he  tries  to  convey  the  idea  that 
when  trying  to  food  the  answer  to  a 
problem,  a  mathematician  is  often 
stumbling  in  unknown  territory, 
confused  and  bewildered,  and  occa¬ 
sionally  arriving  ?at  a  dead  end. 
Much  of  the  joy  of  mathematics 
comes  from  this  intrepid  intellectu¬ 
al  journey.  ! 

The  entire  book  is  constructed  as 
a  journey  through  a  giant  maze, 
with  Stewart  guiding  the  reader 
through  file  right  passages  (as 
opposed  to  chapters).  The  passages 
cover  some  .'of  the  juiciest  topics 
within  mathematics,  such  as  chaos, 
underidabifity  and  probability.  The 
probability^  part  of  the  maze  starts 
with  the/Monty  Hall  problem. 


k  career  y  onstraaon  mat -mere  are  areum- 
justsuch  /  jriances.'Wd^a.fiw  existence  of  a 
arsVsuoh/  /confession  adds  weight  to  the  view 
:  I  •  that  the  accused  is 

Simioil  Singh  ;  ,  innocent rather 
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‘ — — -1.  ’  than  guilty. 

iGICAL  Sgw?t  « 

irr,  country’s  greatest 

and  most  prolific 
popiilariser  of 
3  Nicolson.  mathematics,  hav- 

ing  written  over  60 
78)9925  books,  which  over 

■  ■  ■.  fiie  years'  hatvti 

-  been-  -aimed  ro-  • 

creismgly  at  the  genriftlyreadtir^ 
rather  than  the  atoverfed.  By 
publishing  a  book  to  accompany  ' 
the  Christinas  Lectures,  Stewart  is 
following  in  Faraday's  footsteps.  In 
1861  Faraday  published  The  Chent- 
ical  History  of  a  Candle  to  accom¬ 
pany  his  own  series  of  lectures. 
However,  it  is  unlikely  that  The 
Magical  Maze  will  be  qufte  so 
successful.  More  than  a  century 
after  being  published.  Faradays 
book  is  still  widely  available,  and  is 
required  reading  for  students  in 
Japan. 

Stewart  has  yet  to  deliver  his 
lectures,  but  it  is  intended  find,  in 
addition  to  providing  background 
to  ideas  discussed  on  television,  the 
book  will  cover  some  completely 
new  material.  On  occasions,  the 
ideas  do  become  quite  complex, 
which  may  be  too  much  for 
“juveniles”,  and,  in  a  few  cases,  will 
even  confuse  more  mature  minds. 
However,  this  is  a  minor  criticism. 
AH  in  all.  Stewart’s  efforts  to 
publish  his  lectures  should  be 
applauded,  and  is  something  which 
future  Royal  Institution  lecturers 
ought  to  consider. 


in  Haiken’s  eyes  at  least,  that  the 
real  battle  for  America’s  body  (if  not 
also  her  multi-ethnic  soul)  was 
played  out  between  the  wars.  And 
what  America  had  bought  by  1950 
the  rest  of  the  world  was  sold  from 
then  on.  (For  the  buttoning  of 
Jewish  and  Italian  noses,  read  die 
enlarging  of  a  generation  of  Viet¬ 
namese  bar  girls’  breasts  and 
widening  erf  thousands  of  Japanese 
and  Chinese  women*  eyes.) 


On  the  other  hand.  Venus 
Envy  is  not  just  a  history 
erf  another  kind  of  cul¬ 
tural  imperialism.  Nei¬ 
ther  is  it  a  boric  about  good  guys 
and  bad  guys.  In  fact,  in  many 
cases,  it’s  not  about  guys  at  alL 
Because,  as  any  substantial  analy¬ 
sis  of  cosmetic  surgery  has  to  take 
on  board,  the  desire  to  change, 
improve,  or  hold  onto  one's  appear¬ 
ance  comes  largely  from  women. 
Crf  course  women  are  more  pres¬ 
sured  and  targeted  than  men.  and 
of  course  modi  erf  that  pressure  has 
been  culturally  determined  by  hist¬ 
ory.  but  die  fact  is  that  after  30 
years  of  practical  and  ideological 
feminism  we  have  still  not  found  a 
way  of  successfully  resisting  or 
reinventing  this.  Either  we  admit 
that  we  are  just  too  weak  to  prevail 
against  market  ibices  (in  itself  an 
admission  of  failure)  or  we  have  to 
be  honest  and  accept  a  measure  of 
collusion  within  it. 

The  reality  is  dial  most  women 
buy  into  youth  and  beauty,  be  it 
creams,  hairdressers,  ca-  expensive 
antiwrinkle  serums.  And  they  are 
increasingly  buying  into  fix  lenife. 
Haiken’s  boric  shows  that  far  from 
being  sold  down  river,  women  have 
often  played  an  active  rofe  in 
encouraging  the  culture  of  cosmetic 
surgery.  In  the  case  of  breast 
surgery,  both  enlargement  and 


reduction,  women’s  demands 
pushed  the  techniques  as  least  as 
much  as  die  other  way  round. 
(Which  is  partly  why  women  are 
now  finding  it  so  hard  to  win  suits 
against  the  silicone  manufacturers:. 
“You  were  vain  enough  to  warn  it, 
so  now  live  with  it,*  is  the 
underlying  message  behind  slug¬ 
gish  law  suits  and  conservative 
judgments.)  Of  course,  the  self 
improvement  they  sought  was  in 
line  with  prevailing  stereotypes, 
(and  pushed  by  the  huge  industry 
of  women's  magazines),  but  women 
still  went  far  them.  And  in  this, 
feminism  —  or  certainly  the  pre¬ 
vailing  American  model  with  its 
emphasis  on  equality,  power  and 
status  in  the  market  place —doesn't 
have  a  lor  to  be  proud  of. 

Venus  Envy  searches  for,  and 
delivers,  where  it  can.  dissenting 
voices.  The  mast  powerful  of  which' 
comes  from  an  anonymous  maga¬ 
zine  article  of  1978  where  a  woman- 
laments  her  facelift  asking  “Was  I 
a  piece  of  skin  arched  over  a  facial 
bone  structure  or  the  woman 
underneath?"  The  implicit  answer 
to  which  —  given  the  massive 
increase  in  facelifts  over  die  last  20 
years  —  is  die  fanner. 

But  ft  takes  a  male  artist  visiting 
an  1980s  convention  of  cosmetic 
surgeons  ro  deliver  die  most  potent  I 
critique:  “While  1  can  admire  their 
desire  for  harmonious  proportions 
...  I  am  taken  aback  by  {pictures]  1 
of  all  these  cute  bland  faces. 
Whatever  happmed  to  mortal  | 
beauty  and  divine  beauty?" 

Mortal  beauty  —  forget  ft  — 
we’ve  come  too  far  for  that  But 
divine  beauty?  Now  there's  ate  dial 
couW  make  a  killing  in  the  market 
place.  Once  weve  all  got  great 
cleavages  and  tucked  fuses  well 
need  a  new  efitism  to  aspire  to.  Any 
ideas  on  how  to  carve  that  one? 


A  fast-selling  royal  title 


1  AT  WHAT  point  did  the  American 
sub-culture  became  the  culture? 
Such  novelists  as  Jayne  Ann  Util- 
lips  and  Denis  Johnson  chronicled 
the  mdeheily  of  tbsr  society  in  the 
1970s  arid  found  a  large  constituen¬ 
cy.  although  the  form  pre-dates 
them  .by  several  decades.  What 
they  may  have  started  however  was 
a.  trend  for  writing  about  the 
dispossessed  in  the  voices  of  the 
dispossessed.'  indeed,  when 
Granta  magazine  trawled  the  / 
States  recently  looking  for  the  best/ 
20  writers  under  40.  they  found  thiJ  * 
style  alive  and  wefl.  while  at  tfaf 1 
same  time  discovered  from  the 
biographies,  that  die  authors  was 
Ivy  League  and  middle  class.  Tray 
were  writing  downmarket.  1, 

Stewart  0*Nan  is  one '.of 
Granta's  20.  A  former  aeros&toe 
engineer  and  Columbia  University 
post-graduate,  his  fourth  oovdfThe 
Speed  Queen  is  written  in  fbdvotee 
of  an  Oklahoma  death-now  qfatate 
Marjorie  SandifortLjust  s hypf  30. 
speaks  into  a  tape  records’  an  the 
erue  of  her  execution  ansv^rihg  114 
questions  given  her,  allegedly,  by 
horror  nmdist  Stephen  Jung,  who 
is  going  to  write  hersteny  after  she 
has  passed  through  thirf world  into 
another. 

Thar  story  is  set  against  and 
engendered  by  a  popular  culture  of 
trash  television,  strips,  driv&fiinis 
(“the  Del  Rancho,  the  Lot-A-Bur- 
ger,  Jimmy's  Egg  !  and  Arlene's 
Creamy  Whip  j. .  ").  Even 
Marjorie's  last  medl  is  a  takeaway 
BBQ.  When  sucti.  rampant  con¬ 
sumerism,  laced  with  hard  drugs, 
gets  into  the  subconscious  of  people 
like  Marjorie  it  makes  than  go 


RpsseH  Ceiyn  Jones 


King?  aninspbadinLto&Nan 

insane,  committing  anti-sm-inl  acts, 
including  murder—  all  tor  a  booty 
of  $27,  “enough  to  buy  us  some  gas 
and  a  Diet  Pepsi  for  everybody"? 
The  novel  also  demonstrates  the 
way.  movies  influence  writes’ 
imaginations  these  days  as  much 
as  any  other  ,  farm.  Speed  Queen 
reads  like  a  pastiche  of  Pulp 
Fiction,  Natural  Born  Killers  end 
KaUfomia .  -  * 

ITS  a  familiar  story  of  drug 
dealing  that  goes  wrong,  thereby 
necessitating  Sight  down  Route  66 
from  the  heavy  mob  wanting  their 


investment  returned.  Such  an  exi- 
gency  motivates  attempted  robbery 
that  also  goes"  wrong.  Her  accom¬ 
plices  are  Natalie;  her  lover  wire 
she  meets  while  "in  prison  for 
possession,  and  Marjorie's  hus¬ 
band  Lament,  a  mechanic  in  a  car 
repair  shop.  She  and  Lament  have 
ah  infant  star. :  Gainey,  brought 
along  on  their  nightmare  ride  in 
Lament's  Oldsmobile. 

It  is  this  car  that  attracted  her  to 
Lament  in  the  first  place  (“Some¬ 
times  love  doesn't  take  much.  You 
just  have  to  be  there  when  it  shows 
iqO-  And  her  understanding  of 
cars  is  what  attracted  Lamont  to 
’  her  —  reminiscent  of  Bruce 
.  Springsteen’s  soulful  ballad.  Rac¬ 
ing  in  the  Street.  . 

O’Nan  has  an  ear  for  fee  poetry  j 
of  burger  land:  “flat  me  a  skinny 
joe”.  Tain  me  two"  He  doesn't 

miss  the  emblematic  irony  (a  drive- 
'  thru  sign  is  “a  burger  with  angel’s 
-wings  playing,  a  harp*%  nor  fail  to 
.  detail  ms  characters,  like  Marjorie 
explaining  that  the  first  thing  she 
thinks  an  returning  to  the  car  after 
.  the  drive-thru  murders,  is  rites 
forgotten  the  napkins  to  wipe  ice 
cream  off  Gainey'S  face. 

'  Twelve  murders  later  Marjorie  is 
caught.  That  rite,  pleads- her  inno¬ 
cence  is  somehow  irrelevant.  Her 
.  voice  is  so  compeflmg  —  warm, 
simple  but  not  stupid  ^ — that  by ^the 
end  you’re  rooting  for  Iter  to  getout 
1  of  the  slammer.  ^This  is  Oran's 
achievement  too,  to  create  sympa¬ 
thetic  characters  despite  their 
crimes  and  despite  dee  fact  that 
fijeir  lingua  jronco  is  the  borrowed 
and  exhausted  soniotics  of  the 
strip,  the  mall  and  the  soap  opera. 


ANTHONY  GRAFTON'S  The 
Footnote:  A-  Curious  History 
masqueraded  as  .  something 
jaunty  and  provocative  for  the 
general  reader — like  Nicholson 
Baker'S  The  Size  of  Thoughts, 


of  rather  day-booted  historiog¬ 
raphy.  with  halfpage  dtations 
in  foreign  languages.  Written  in 
English.  &  was  first  published 
in  German  as  The  Tragic 
Histoty  of  the  German  Foot¬ 
note ,  aAa  is  appearing  in 
France  as  The  Tragic  Origins  of 
Erudition,  with  the  unwieldy 
subtitle  TJne  histone  de  la  note 
en  bos  de  page".  Faber's  edition 
(tl2.99>  is  bound  from  Ameri¬ 
can  sheets.  So  Grafton  has  tried 
to  capitalise  on  several  markets 
'  Without  quite  deriding  his  sub¬ 
ject  or  approach. 

In  a  chaotic  maimer  he  de¬ 
scribes  how  the  mass  of  com¬ 
mentary  that  was  crowding 
authors  such  as  Virgil  off  their 
own  pages  by  die  15th  century 
gradually  gave  way  to  more 
manageable  notes.  The  follow¬ 
ing  two  centuries  saw  the  rise  of 
cntkxd  history,  which  began  to 
sift  and  evaluate  authorities, 
rattier  than  just  amassing  them 
like  Casaubon  in  Middle¬ 
man ih.  As  Jean  Le  Ciefc  hero¬ 
ically  wrote.  1.100  double¬ 
column  pages  of  commentary 
on  Caesart  worics  was  just  “too 
long  and  boring". 

Grafton  particularly  admires 
Gibbon  for  his  elegant  discrimi¬ 
nations,  and  Ranke  for  his  em¬ 
phasis  onarduval  authenticity. 
The  breakthrough,  Grafton  ar¬ 
gues,  was  the  realisation  that 
histtny  books  should  contain  a 
double  story:  die  narrative  and. 


BIBLIOMANE 

along  the  bottom,  how  it  was 
researched.  But  how  irritating 
for  fins  of  ail  books  to  be 
cropped  so  thtire  is  no  space  for 
fiie  reader’s  own  marginalia. 

Grafton  mentions  that  Rabe¬ 
lais  and  Cervantes  had  fun  at 
.  the  expoise -of  footnoters,  and 
writes  very  'wdl  about  Pope's 
■  hx>  Jcery  of  the  -specie s  pedant; 
"iiut  he  never  Considers  the 
honourable  place  of  notes  in, 
say.  Sir  Thomas  Browne  or 
editions  of  Shakespeare.  Ulti¬ 
mately.  He  '  is  pretty  hostile 
towards  notes,  likening  them  to 
toilets.  He  thinks  it  absurd  that 
a  legal  footnote  should  change 
people's  Irves. 

But  on  the  contrary:  notes,  at 
best,  are  evidence  of  scrupulous 
care;  not  least  about  conflicting 
opinions.  When  I  am  tried,  let  it 
be  neither  by  the  American  sys¬ 
tem  erf  counting  yellow  ribbons, 
nor  by  the  European  system  of 
reference  to  abstract  ideals,  but 
-  by  the  letter  of  ye  old  English 
law  —  even  if  it  is  set  in  small 
type.  For  as  T.S.  Eliot  once 
remarked,  in  a  dissenting  foot¬ 
note.  “the  spirit  killeth,  but  die 
.  letter' giveth  fife."  • 

CX>NGRATULATIONS,to  Ber¬ 
nard  Quaritch  on  its  ]50th 
anniversary.  The  firm  that  has 
dominated  the  top  of  the  book 
trade  for  much  erf  that  time  — 
and  is  responsible  for  more 
price  records  than  any  other  — 
is  the  subject  of  an  absorbing 
special  issue  of  The  Book  Col¬ 
lector.  available  from  Quaritch, 
5fS  Lower  John  Street,  Golden 
Square,  W1R  4Ali  annual  sub¬ 
scription  £38  .froin  ’  20  Maple 
Grove.  Loudon  NW9  SQV. 

PHILIP  LARKIN'  was  astonish¬ 
ingly  methodical  indrafting  his 
poems,  going  at  them  daily 
stanza  by  stanza.  By  transcrib¬ 
ing  the  best  of  his  workbooks. 
A.T.  Tolkys  Earkin  at  Work 
(Hull  Unhrrsfty  Press,  Q0.99) 
shows  him  repeatedly  tempted 
.  into  grand  metaphorical  lan¬ 
guage,  or  explicit  speculation  j 
about  the  futures  of  the  couples 
in  The  Whitsun  Weddings  and 
fin  widows  in  The  Explosion  — 
which  he  then  discards  in  fav¬ 
our  erf  exact  observation.  The  art 
ws  ntrf  to  coerce,  but  again  and 
again  to  adtieve  that  wry. 
provincial.^  nigfcrts-riosmg-m 
authenticity. 

A  mass  ,of  Larkin  material 
currency  bring  offered  for  sale 
includes  a  letter  to  Charles 
Montejtft  of  Faber's  with  a 
wicked  parody  ofTfed  Hughes: 
the  sky  spSt  apart  in  malice 
Stare  ranted  Eke  pans  on  a  shelf 

Gw  shat  on  Buckingham  Palace 
God  pissed  himseff. 

Gekoskf  of  Bloomsbury  is  sell’ 
ing  die  collection  for  12&JQ00. 

TWO  booksellers  are  currently 
offering  catalogues  of  books 
with  interesting  associations. 
Waterfiekfc  m  Oxford  have 
**  foe.historism 
Q*b :  (P1865  72IS09). 

titepoksof  Johnaad^ Myfanwy 
catalogues  priced 
£2010171403  7160). 

Juvr  McCIje 


_  Looking  at  the 
genesis  of  some  of 
the  world’s  largest 
cities,  Peter 
Ackrovd  finds 
beauty  in  the  most 
chaotic  landscapes 


L°n£°n.  "the  flower  of  cities  ail",  is 
So  too  are  most  other  cities, 
seating  between  them  -an  envi¬ 
ronmental  catastrophe  of  a  mag- 
never  before  faced  by  humankind*. 

ISfh^the-ftheme  Richard  Rogers's 
combative,  if  on  occasions  tendentious, 
volume  of  essays. 

It  should  not  need  the  example  of 
Mai  thus,  however,  to  warn  against 
excessive  lamentation;  it  is  not  always 
followed  by  revelation,  and  there  are  more 
catastrophe  theorists  than  catastrophes, 
"n  attention  is  now  paid  to  air 

pouunon  and  add  rain,  rather  than  to 
sexual  corruption,  or  divine  wrath,  is  an 
indication  only  of  the  fashions  in 
pessimism. 

Rogers  himself  believes  that  impending 
catastrophe  can  only  be  averted  by  “the 
arts  of  architecture  and  city  planning", 
but  it  ought  to  be  pointed  out  that  London, 
which  is  of  all  tides  incomparably  the 
most  vital  and  interesting:  has  managed 
without  much  planning  for  almost  2,000 
years.  Where  the  professional  planners  of 
cutes  have  indeed  intervened  —  particu- 
Laiiy  in  the  public  housing  of  the  East  End 
~  the  results  have  usually  been 
disastrous. 

When  Rogers  employs  phrases  such  as 
-creative  citizenship".  -resource  produc¬ 
tivity"  and  the  “networking  of  cities'*,  he 
does  not  necessarily  inspire  confidence  in 
the  validity  of  his  own  solutions.  He  is 
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dismissive  of  Docklands  and  considers 
the  capital  to  have -lost  its  sense  of  unity, 
direction  and  pride";  but  since  these 
remarks  are  based  upon  the  Retih 
Lectures  which  he  delivered  in  1995.  they 
only  demonstrate  the  fact  that  events  can 
outstrip  theory  at  great  speed. 

But  a  great  architect  need  not  be  a  great 
theorist  and  when  Rogers  drops  the  bland 
pieties  of  progressive  thought  he  is 
interesting  on  specific  solutions  id  identifi¬ 
able  urban  problems.  His  presentation  of 
urban  China  —  and  ol  Shanghai  in 
particular  —is  a  model  of  lucidity.  His 
own  proposals  for  the  revival  of  the 
Thames,  as  the  centre  of  the  city's  life  are 
also  arresting  and  imaginative.  He  sug¬ 
gests  that  it  must  become  “a  means  of 
contact  and  communication-  thereby 
“restored  to  the  people";  his  great  achieve¬ 
ment,  then,  will  have  been  to  revive  the' 
past  rather  than  create  some 
unrecognisable  future- 

His  notion  of  a  “oompaii  aty”  or  a 
“dense  city"  rather  like  some  medieval 
walled  town,  is  equally  suggestive.  Cer¬ 
tainly  the  city  of  “rones",  first  created  by 
18th-century  town  planners,  is  now  quite 
outmoded.  One  proviso,  however,  ought 
to  be  entered.  It  is  often  staled  that 
London  is  essentially  a  abjection  of 
villages;  this  is  not.  and  has  never  been.' 
the  case.  It  has  always  possessed  a 
bunting  inner  oore  which' iiradxates  all 
that  it  touches. 

It  has  also  been  suggested  that  the  city 
itself  is  an  mganunxu  and  the  metaphor 
may  have  interesting  ramifications.  It 
might  be  considered  as  a  living  being,  far 
example  with  its  own  laws  of  growth  and 
development.  It  seems  to  be  true  that  a 
street  or  area,  or  even  house,  can  actively 
fashion  the  behaviour  of  those  who  five 
within  ir.  But  there  may  be  a  greater  and . 
more  mysterious  life  evolving  within  the 
stones.  Does  London  belong  to  its  citizens, 
or  do  Londoners  belong  to  the  city? 

That  it  is  a  voracious,  and  destructive. 


_ _  BOOKS  45 

Raymond  Seitz  on  Jefferson’s  French  adventure 

From  backwoods 
to  boulevards 


Vision  of  the  future  from  the  past  photograph  by  Adolf  Fassbender  of  the  1939  New  York  World's 
Fair,  from  After  the  Photo-Secession:  American  Pictorial  Photography.  1910-55  (W.  W.  Norton,  £32) 


This  is  a  weekend-trHhe- 
country  book,  a  kind  of 
getting-to-know-you, 
snuggling-in  digest  whose 
sparkling  scholarship  is  dis¬ 
guised  by  its  ambling  pace. 
William  Howard  Adams 
writes  about  the  Paris  years  of 
Thomas  Jefferson,  who  went 
to  France  as  American  minis¬ 
ter  in  1784  to  represent 
the  fragile  interests  of 
the  fledgeling  republic 
and  who  remained 
there  until  the  autumn 
Of  1789. 

Jefferson  was  a  self- 
taught  polymath,  and 
Adams  divides  his 
book  into  delectable 
chapters  which  cover 
the  variety  of  the  great 
man's  mental  encyclo¬ 
paedia,  from  architec¬ 
ture  and  politics  to 
I  horticulture  and  as¬ 
tronomy.  As  much  as 
anyone,  and  certainly 
more  than  any  Ameri¬ 
can.  Jefferson  embod¬ 
ied  the  European 
Enlightenment  For 
such  a  man  to  have 
been  suddenly  trans¬ 
ported  from  the  back- 
woods  of  Virginia  to 
the  boulevards  of  Par¬ 
is  must  have  been,  for  Poly 
him,  an  intellectual 
fulfilment  of  near  giddy 
proportions. 

Convinced  of  the  beauty  and 
power  of  reason.  Jefferson 
believed  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion  was  the  apotheosis  of  tile 
Enlightenment  and  that  immi¬ 
nent  change  in  France  was 
bound  to  be  a  validation  of 
American  ideals.  His  opti¬ 
mism  was  shared  by  some  of 
the  leading  tights  of  French 
society  —  Lafayette.  La  Roche¬ 
foucauld,  Coiidorcer  —  who 
often  gathered  around  his 
table  at  the  Hotel  de  Langeac 
to  construct  a  rational  frame¬ 
work  far  a  new  age. 

The  mounting  turmoil  out¬ 
side  Jefferson's  residence  sug¬ 
gested  a  different  fate  for  the 
decrepit  Bourbon  regime,  but, 
as  the  author  comments,  the 
American  minister  put  “the 
best  gloss  on  a  deteriorating 
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Polymath:  Thomas  Jefferson  (1743-1826) 

giddy  situation"  and  failed  to  anrici-  tioni 

pate  tite  wild  excesses  which  pass 

Y  and  would  consume  the  French  dom 

ferson  Revolution.  The  storming  of  his  J 

evolu-  the  Bastille  he  dismissed  as  a  encf 

of  the  little  local  difficulty.  As  a  won 

mmi-  diplomat  Jefferson  should  sam 

•  was  have  had  his  pay  docked  for  fully 

on  of  allowing  his  preconceptions  to  And 

opti-  cloud  the  gritty  realities.  conf 

me  of  Politics,  however,  was  only  son 
rench  one  part  of  Jefferson's  experi-  and 

toche-  mental  thinking  in  the  philo-  inne 

who  sophical  laboratory  of  late-  urba 

1  his  ISth-centuiy  Paris.  The  “ap-  dent 

rtgeac  petite  of  his  eye"  also  took  in  verg 

rame-  the  aesthetic  revolution  of  “Thi 

Neo-Cl  as  si  asm.  He  frequently  cone 
1  out-  visited  the  studios  of  Jean-  Jeffe 
i  sug-  Jacques  David  and  Jean- An-  disti 
ir  the  toine  Houdon  and  embraced  othe 
^but,  the  heroic  idealism  of  these  intre 
s,  the  artists.  He  travelled  to  Nimes  mas 
“the  where  he  gazed  “like  a  lover  on  Adaj 
ating  his  mistress'"  at  the  harmoni-  pert 


ous  proportions  of  the  Maison 
Carnfe  which  he  insisted  form 
the  model  for  the  Virginia 
.Assembly  in  Richmond.  His 
images  of  America’s  new  re¬ 
publican  capital  in  Washing¬ 
ton  were  inspired  by  the  grand 
Palladian  architecture  of  Ga¬ 
briel  and  Le  Doux,  and  the 
gardens  of  his  mind  filled  up 
gbuaw  with  the  designs  of 
Andre  Le  Notre  (Jeffer¬ 
son  wrote:  “The  grear- 
-  est  service  that  can  be 
rendered  any  country 
is,  to  add  a  useful 
plant  to  its  cultureT 
Adams  takes  us 
through  all  these  com¬ 
partments  of  Jeffer¬ 
son'S  intellect  and  tries 
to  bring  together  a 
complete  picture  of  the 
man.  Living  in  an 
abstract  world,  Jeffer¬ 
son  was  a  “re mete 
possibility"  with  a  dis¬ 
ciplined  character  un¬ 
relieved  by  humour  or 
irony.  He  retied  on 
“the  system  of  things" 

—  order,  balance,  logic 

—  so  that  he  could,  in 
Jefferson's  words, 
“combat  the  chaos  of 
experience". 

But  that  combat  was 
1S26)  hard.  Jefferson  was  a 
bundle  of  contradic¬ 
tions,  most  obviously  as  a 
passionate  proponent  of  free¬ 
dom  who  kept  204  slaves  on 
his  Monticello  estate.  He  was 
enchanted  by  the  sophisticated 
women  of  Paris  while  at  the 
same  time  advocating  the  duti¬ 
fully  domestic  role  of  a  wife. 
And  there  were  deeper  inner 
conflicts  as  well:  between  rea¬ 
son  and  revolution,  Europe 
and  America,  experience  and 
innocence,  agrarianism  and 
urbanism,  wealth  and  deca¬ 
dence  —  all  of  which  con¬ 
verged  during  his  Paris  years. 
“This  intellectual  tension." 
concludes  Adams,  “is  part  of 
Jefferson’s  attraction  and 
distinguishes  him  from  any 
other  American  leader."  As  an 
introduction  to  America's 
most  complex  public  figure, 
Adams  has  presented  a  su¬ 
perbly  colourful  portrait. 


organism  is  not  in  doubt  The  history  of 
the  capital  is  also  the  history  of  the 
dispossessed  and  the  outcast;  the  city  of 
gold  is  also  the  city  of  death.  Rogers 
himself  is  percipient  about  its  character, 
in  particular  its  dependence  upon  “profit 
alqne"  and  its  “lacklustre  attitude  towards 
planning".  But  that  has  always  been  the 
case,  and  atihis  late  date  it  is  unlikely  that 
its  history  can  be  reversed. 

It  may  well  be,  as  Rogers  suggests, 
that  dries  “exist  first  and  foremost  to 
satisfy  the  human  and  soda!  needs 
of  communities",  but  this  represents 
a  20fh-cenlury  perspective.  London  was 
built  upon  the  imperatives  of  power  and 
mottey,  Washington  was  designed  by  a 
few  Masonic  idealists.  Rome  was  recon¬ 
structed  as  the  centre  of  imperial  specta¬ 
cle;  rarely,  if  ever,  were  the  needs  of 
“coramuraMes"  at  the  heart  of  the  urban 
enterprise. 

Even  ff  Rogers  is  righno  emphasise  the 
fact  that  rides  can  become  the  harbour  of 
a  common  life  such  matters  cannot  be 
planned  in  advance.  It  ought  to  be 
remembered  that  Thomas  Mare’s  Utopia 
was  conceived  as  an  elaborate  practical 
joke  and  all  idealised  cities,  from  Brasilia 
to  Canberra,  seem  spiritless.  It  is  not 
possible  to  create  a  community  by  diktat 
and  when  Rogers  suggests  that  London 
requires  an  “overall  strategic  plan",  the 
designs  would  probably  end  up  in  a 
museum  with  those  of  Christopher  Wren 
and  John  Evelyn. 

Perhaps  urban  centres  should  be  de¬ 


signed  to  “involve"  their  citizens  in  the 
creation  of  a  genuinely  open  environment 
But  it  is  still  unclear  whether  even  the  best 
of  contemporary  architecture  does  reflect 
a  true  communal  ideal,  as  in  the  Gothic 
enterprise  imagined  by  Ruskin.  qrwheth-  _ 
.  er  it  represents  the  vision  of  h  group  of 
planners  imposed  upon  an  uncaring  and 
uninformed  populace. 

Rogers  would  try  to  encourage  real 
participation  by  employing  the  resources 
of  electronic  information.  He  is  also  eager 
to  harness  the  latest  technology  as  a  way 
of  designing  cities  which  wifllheroselves 
encourage  the  "networking  of  creativity’’. 
Many  people,  however,  will  here  part 
company  with  him. 

The  idea  that  the  “information  net¬ 
work"  is  somehow  expanding  our  “brain 
power"  is  open  to  argument,  since  one  of 
the  delusions  of  the  modem  imagination 
lies  in  the  belief  that  information  is 
valuable  for  its  own  sake.  The  Internet  is 
perhaps  die  most  degrading  and  futile 
development  of  contemporary  technology: 
the  idea  that  a  city  might  be  developed  in 
its  image  is,  frankly,  horrifying.  We  will 
really  then,  enter  a  new  dark  age,  covered 
with  webs  and  concealed  by  nets. 

Cities  are  more  mysterious,  and  their 
laws  of  development  more  obscure,  than 
any  abstract  or  idealised  version  of  the 
future-  As  this  reviewer  has  had  cause  to 
mention  before,  Rogers’s  own  Lloyd's 
Build  in  g  has  been  erected  on  the  site  of 
London’s  greatest  medieval  maypole.  The 
symmetry  there  may  not,  perhaps,  be 
susceptible  to  computer  analysis. 


Down  and  dirty  realism 


The  world  of  Mary 
Gaitskill's  stories 
smells  strangely,  tan- 
tali singly  of  damp  rooms, 
spilt  booze,  old  perfume  and 
stale  sex,  and  its  soundtrack 
riffs  are  not  for  dancing. 
Again  and  again  Edward 
Hopper  painted  the  lonely 
blues  and  ochres  of  its  streets 
and  bars,  where  talk  is  frozen 
as  it  rises  to  the  ceiling,  and 
there  is  nothing  behind  the 
eyes  but  pain.  Raymond 
Carver  would  feel  at  home  in 
this  slow,  sad,  yet  endlessly 
sparky  universe,  and  so 
would  Jayne  Anne  Phillips — 
but  Mary  Gaitskill’s  realism 
is,  if  anything,  even  “dirtier" 
than  theirs. 

She  renders  sadness  at 
ugliness  a  sentimental  irrele¬ 
vancy,  an  indulgence.  There 
is  nothing  else  for  it  to  but  to 
break  off  the  bottle  top  with 
your  teeth,  and  get  under  the 
blanket  with  whoever  is  at 
hand  —  and  who  will  (you 
hope)  prove  not  to  be  too 
cruel.  Because  it’s  cold  out 


there,  especially  when  the 
lights  go  out  —  and  the 
breaks  are  few. 

All  the  same,  the  triumph 
of  this  collection  is  in  its  acute 
honesty  about  human  fail¬ 
ure;  its  perception  of  the  little, 
shop-soiled  dreams  that  flop 
in  the  comers  yet  still  breathe 
life.  In  the  first 
story.  Tiny,  Bel  IV 

Smiling  Dad -  - 

dy.  a  father’s  BECAU 

inadequacy  w*  \n 

unfolds  so  WAN1 

gradually  that  By  Mar 

the  final  re-  Picada 

membered  ISBNO 

proof  of  it  —  — 

shocks  like  a 
slap  in  the  face.  In  Comfort  a 
man  is  caught  between  his 
grief  for  a  sick  mother  and 
his  disappointment  that  his 
girlfriend  cannot  respond  in 
the  way  he  thinks  she  should. 
In  the  linked  set  of  four 
stories.  The  Wrong  Thing,  a 
bisexual  woman  drifts 
through  offbeat,  unsatisfac¬ 
tory  sexual  relationships,  ap- 
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parently  cultivating  mean¬ 
inglessness  —  until  the  first 
epiphany:  “I  was  in  a  garden 
with  my  friends.  I  could  not 
fully  see  what  lay  about  me, 
but  still,  I  knew  it  was  there, 
abundant,  breathing  and 
calm." 

Gaitskill's  prose  is  extraor¬ 
dinary,  illumi- 
joney  nating  the 

- _ -  most  ordinary 

fthfy  moments  with 

TTTn  a  ,aser  be3Jn 

s°- at  a  party- 

,3iiskjii  "a  woman's 

£15.99  bright  dress 

W35/46  flashed  with 

— i  efficient 

strides".  The 
bisexual  narrator  in  Stuff 
glances  at  her  girlfriend  and 
notices:  “The  darkness  was 
like  an  animal  about  to  lick 
her  with  its  rough  tongue."  A 
man  on  a  plane  notices  that 
the  woman  next  to  him 
“seemed  in  need  of  comfort 
and  care,  like  a  stray  animal 
that  gets  fed  by  various 
kindly  people  but  never 


held".  Another  story  ends 
with  the  vivid  realisation  of 
estrangement:  “Her  face,  half 
turned  away  from  him.  was 
strained,  diminished  and 
searching  for  something  that 
he  didn't  know,  something 
that  had  nothing  to  do  with 
him,  nothing  ai  all." 

There  is  something  exhila¬ 
rating  about  such  observa¬ 
tions,  redeemed  as  they  are 
by  pity,  even  love.  The  stories 
repay  many  readings  for  the 
complexity  of  style  as  well  as 
emotion.  Gaitskill  quotes 
Carson  McCulIers  as  her 
epigraph,  and  I  am  reminded 
that  McCulIers  also  em¬ 
braced  the  writer's  require¬ 
ment  “to  know  human 
things,  even  if  they  aren't 
•wholesome"*,  and  quoted 
with  approval  the  Latin  dic¬ 
tum:  “Nothing  human  is 
alien  to  me."  Gaitskill’s 
achievement  is  to  illuminate 
the  small  inadequacies  of 
humankind,  and  then  to 
compel  forgiveness,  because 
there  is  nothing  else  ro  do. 


The  cans  and  can’ts 
of  processed  peace 


E  position  of  the  IRA  used 
be  unambiguous:  violence 
jld  continue  until  Britain 
lared  an  intent  to  withdraw 
xi  Northern  Ireland.  “1 
ie  the  day  will  come  again 
?n  British  representatives 
I  realise  that  the  only  way 
a  permanent  peace  in 
and  is  to  meet  representa- 
s  of  the  republican  mpve- 
[H  and  negotiate  with  them 
, based  and  orderly  with- 
waL"  declared  the  IRA 
,j  Sean  MacSriofain.  in  a 
*  interview  recyded  into  a 

Ts  IRA  propaganda  video 

ch-the  authors  pamf  out 
jyi  contains  contributions 
n  Gerry  Adams. 

et  nothing  can  hide  that 
tv  Adams  has  abandoned 
rtitiofain's  agenda.  So 
[tiple  have  been  his  re- 

‘jitions.  from  BaHymurphy 

•  r  .litant  to  guest  at  the 
ne  House  and  Downing 
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Street,  Gerry  Adams  is  now 
the  very  model  of  the  Post- 
Modern  Irish  republican. 

Adams  hails  with  joy  discur¬ 
sive  shifts  —  at  the  current 
round  of  multiparty  “folks" 
the  British  Government  is  for 
the  first  time  formally  neutral 
an  die  union ---  while  IKA 
traditionalists  insist  that  the 
principle  of  consent  (and  even 

the  framework  document — as 

its  co-author  Michael  Ancram 
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points  out  here)  imply  the 
continuation  of  the  reality  of 
partition.  In  June  1972,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the.  authors,  “a  bewil¬ 
dered  Gerry.  Adams  walked 
out  of  Long  Kesh  and  into  the 
arms  of  Dolours  and  Marion 
Price,  two1  young  republican 
sisters":,  recently  the  Price 
sisters  graced  the  conference 
of  republican  Sinn  Fein,  led  by 
Adams's  bitter  critic.  Ruairi  O 
Bradaigh. 

Even  an  ally  like  Franrie 
Molloy  has  felt  it  necessary  to 
assuage  grassroots  IRA  anger 
in  South  Armagh  by  holding 
out  die  prospect  of  Irish  unity 
within  this  generation,  even 
though.— -as  this  work  re¬ 
minds  us — the  Irish  patron  of 
the  peace  process,  former 
Prime  Minister  Albert  Reyn¬ 
olds.  has  ruled  this  out  It  is 
tite  merit  of  this  non-revaren- 
tial.  serious  and  original  biog¬ 
raphy  —  which  eschews  arty 
gfamorisation  —  that  it  is  the 
best  account  so  far  of  how 
Adams  got  to  tins  point 

Gerry  Adams  initialed,  the 
peace  process -in  1992-94  with 
three  pubHdy  stated  objec¬ 
tives:  he  would  accept  Dublin 
and  London  joint  authority 
over  Northern  Ireland  as  a 
transitional  stage  to  Irish  uni¬ 
ty;  he  warned.  Britain  to  be¬ 
come  a  long-term  persuader 


Foot  in  the  door?  Geny  Adams  in  Downing  Street,  1992 


for  Irish  unity:  and  the  IRA 
would  not  hand  over  arms 
before  a  settlement  acceptable 
to  it  was  reached.  The  British 
Government  initially  resisted 
Adams  on  all  three  counts  but 
gave  way  in  the  end  on  the 
arms  issue;  nevertheless,  it 
has  refused  to  endorse  joint 
authority  or  the  persuader 
concept  and  Adams  has  come 


round  to  support  for  the 
framework  document,  leaving 
him,  as  Devenport  and 
Sharrock  correctly  point  out, 
“dangerously  open  to  toe  as¬ 
sertion  that  he  was  settling  for 
reforms  of  a  partitionist  state 
rather  than  seeking  its 

overthrow". 

Why  has  Adafhs  stuck  with 
toe  “peace  process"?  Man  of 


War  Man  of  Peace?  suggests 
three  answers  —  political  real¬ 
ism;  pleasure  in  his  own 
greatly  enhanced  personality 
cult;  and,  more  attractively,  a 
personality  that  is  slightly  less 
sectarian  and  anti-Protestant 
than  that  of  the  majority  of 
senior  republicans:  an  admit¬ 
tedly  rather  distinctive  refer¬ 
ence  group.  A  reported 
remark  —  which  like  so  many 
things  he  has  always  denied  — 
“I  am  prepared  to  wade  up  to 
my  knees  in  Protestant  blood 
to  get  to  a  united  Ireland" — is 
balanced  in  this  book  by  other 
less  depressing  testimony. 

Mark  Devenport  and  David 
Sharrock,  both  originally 
Cambridge-trained  histori¬ 
ans,  are  representative  of  a 
recently  emergent,  more  re¬ 
flective,  brarpack  of  reporters 
on  tite  Irish  scene.  They  cor¬ 
rectly  start  with  the  pro-Nazi 
phase  of  Belfast  republican¬ 
ism  in  the  1940s;  it  was  toe 
cadres  fanned  in  this  epoch 
who  launched  the  Provi¬ 
sionals  and  they  and  their 
families  —  Adams  is  only  the  ; 
most  celebrated  example  — 
remain  at  the  heart  of  things,  j 
Indeed.this  book  so  frequently  I 
subverts  the  version  of  key 
events  in  Adams’S  autobiogra¬ 
phy  Before  the  Dawn  that  it  is 
Utile  wonder  that  Adams’S 
spin-doctor,  Richard  Mc- 
Auley,  did  not  want  It  to  be 
written  and  Adams  himself 
regarded  it  as  an 

impertinence. 

Paul  Bew  is  Professor  of 
Pofftfcs  at  Queen’s  University, 
Belfast. 
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RUGBY  UNION 

Scotland 
put  their 
faith  in  five 
changes 

By  Mark  Souster  and  Kevin  Ferrie 


Wain wright  left,  the  Scotland  captain,  and  Walton  get  down  to  some  serious  work  in  training  yesterday 


Brittle  move  causes  fresh  unrest 

By  David  Hands,  rugby  correspondent 


INJURIES  and.  in  one  case, 
sdeanrial  whim,  ensure  that  a 
radically-altered  Scotland  side 
from  that  which  capitulated  to 
Australia  will  face  South  Afri¬ 
ca  at  Murrayfield  on  Satur¬ 
day.  Five  changes  have  been 
made,  there  is  a  new  captain 
in  Rob  Wain  wright,  who  is  fit 
after  injury,  while  Kenny 
Logan,  who  is  dropped,  is  the 
highest  profile  casualty. 

Wain wright's  return  will  be 
welcomed.  He  takes  over  the 
captaincy  from  Andy  Nicol. 
Logan,  the  Wasps  wing,  app¬ 
ears  to  have  been  made  the 
scapegoat  for  the  manner  of 
Scotland’s  defeat  12  days  ago. 
although  he  was  by  no  means 
the  worst  offender. 

Drastic  surgery’  to  a  front 
five  that  faces  the  prospect  of 
an  even  sterner  examination 
by  South  Africa  than  it  did 
against  the  Wallabies  would 
have  been  more  appropriate. 

Logan,  the  holder  of  31  caps, 
is  dropped  for  the  second  time 


SCOTLAND 


R  Shephrad  (Melrose).  C  Joiner 
iWkreuwrl.  A  Stangw  lHawidit.  C  Chal¬ 
mers  (Metiosel.  D  State  [Glasgow  Hanfcst. 
G  Townsend  (Northampton)  A  Wool 
(Bah);  0  F-Uton  (Bah).  G  McKehmy 
ilMalssnural.  M  Stewart  iNorthamp- 
lorvAimy).  S  CwnpbeB  (Dirdee  HSFPL  S 
Murray  (Bedford).  R  Walnnngm  (Dundee 
HSfP.’Amy.  capanl.  I  Smith  (Moseieyl  E 
Peters  (Baihj 

Replacements.  K  Logan  (Wests)  D 
Hodge  fWatsomjns).  G  Armstrong 
(Nevrcasflei.  P  Walton  i  Newcastle).  G 
Graham  (Newcastle).  G  BuBoch  (West  at 
Scotland) 


in  his  career.  He  fought  his 
way  back  into  favour  after 
missing  most  of  the  1996  five 
nations'  championship  and  is 
adamant  that  he  will  do  so 
again.  “1  will  fight  to  get  my 
place  back.  I  have  been  here 
before  and  got  out  of  ir  before." 
he  said. 

His  place  goes  to  Derek 
Stark,  of  Glasgow  Hawks, 
w  ho  at  31.  wins  his  ninth  cap 
in  four  years;  however,  it  is  an 
indictment  of  the  state  of 
Scottish  rugby  that  there  were 
no  other  obvious  candidates  to 
consider. 

Craig  Chalmers  is  picked  at 
inside  centre  because  of  Alan 
Tait's  absence  and  links  again 
with  Tony  Stanger.  in  a  mid- 
field  combination  that  served 


the  Border  Reivers  in  Europe: 
Craig  Joiner  replaces  the  in¬ 
jured  James  Craig,  while,  as 
expected,  Rowen  Shepherd  is 
recalled  at  full  back  in  place  of 
Duncan  Hodge,  who  like  Lo¬ 
gan,  is  on  die  replacements' 
bench. 

But  for  Craig's  injury.  Lo¬ 
gan  is  unlikely  to  have  figured 
in  die  21  at  alL  The  fact  that  he 
went  to  New  York  on  holiday 
last  week  because  Wasps  did 
not  hare  a  league  match  could 
also  hare  been  a  factor  in 
Logan's  omission. 

Explaining  the  player’s  ex¬ 
clusion.  Richie  Dixon,  die 
Scotland  coach,  said:  “Having 
looked  at  the  tape  of  the  game, 
we  felt  that  his  contribution 
both  in  attack  and  defence  was 
not  what  we  would  hare 
expected  from  him." 

Joiner.  23.  won  the  last  of  his 
17  caps  in  the  first  internation¬ 
al  against  New-  Zealand  in 
June”  last  year.  He  was 
dropped  for  the  second  inter¬ 
national  in  Auckland  and 
since  then  has  struggled  to 
overcome  groin  and  thigh 
injuries  that  have  interrupted 
his  career  at  Wei  ford  Road. 

“Being  our  has  been  quite 
hard  for  me  to  deal  with."  he 
said.  “1  did  not  want  to  be 
remembered  as  one  of  those 
guys  who  won  all  his  caps  on 
his  way  up."  he  said. 

Although  there  must  be  a 
question  mark  over  Wain- 
wrighfs  match  fitness  after 
playing  only  one  dub  game  in 
a  month,  his  qualities  of 
leadership  and  his  experience 
are  commodities  Scotland  will 
certainly  need. 

Ar  the  press  conference 
yesterday,  Wainwright.  who 
has  overcome  an  Achilles  inju¬ 
ry.  reiterated  that  the  team 
must  put  the  Australia  game 
behind  them. 

“We  have  been  through  the 
post  mortem,  now  we  are 
concentrating  on  another 
game."  he  said.  “We  know  that 
South  Africa  are  a  very  strong 
side  and  they  are  definitely  on 
the  way  up  after  their  defeat  at 
the  hands  of  the  Lions  in  the 
summer.  We  know  it  is  a  tall 
order  but,  if  we  get  die 
performance  we  are  looking 
for.  the  result  we  want  might 
come." 


THE  Rugby  Football  Union 
(RFU)  Council,  which  meets 
in  London  tomorrow,  will 
find  itself  reluctantly  revisit¬ 
ing  old  hostilities  when  it 
debates  the  replacement  of 
John  Jeavons-Fellows  as  one 
of  England's  two  representa¬ 
tives  on  the  International 
Rugby  Football  Board 
(IRFB).  Council  members 
may  find  it  strange,  too.  that 
this  is  an  issue  over  which 
Cliff  Brittle,  the  management 
board  chairman,  has  "threat¬ 
ened  resignation. 

In  a  move  that  threatens  to 
destabilise  once  more  English 
rugby's  fragile  political  peace. 
Brittle  suggested  at  a  recent 
management  board  meeting 
that  he.  Fran  Cotton  (the 
board  vice-chairman)  and 
Graham  Cattermole  (chair¬ 
man  of  the  finance  committee) 
would  resign  if  Jeavons- 
Fellows  did  not  stand  down. 

While  there  are  strong  dif¬ 
ferences  of  opinion  between 
Brittle  and  Jeavons-Fellows. 
who  were  the  competing  can¬ 
didates  for  the  post  of  chair¬ 


man  in  January  1996.  there 
seems  no  reason  why  such  a 
sledgehammer  is  necessary, 
particularly  at  this  time. 

Brittle's  position  was  con¬ 
firmed  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  RFU  in  July  and  since 
then  a  new  administration, 
amateur  and  professional 
has  been  taking  stock  at 
Twickenham  and  moving  to 
redress  the  destructive  effect 
of  the  previous  18  months. 

If  Brittle  has  no  confidence 
in  Jeavons-Fellows,  who  sits 
on  the  finance,  tours,  policy 
and  game  regulations  com¬ 
mittees  of  the  I RFB.  it  must  be 
assumed  that  he  believes  the 
RFU  has  not  been  represent¬ 
ed  properly  on  Che  interna¬ 
tional  body.  But  it  can  also  be 
construed  that  he  seeks  the 
overthrow  of  a  political  qppo- 
nent,  which  is  bound  to  create 
a  wave  of  uncertainly  within 
the  game. 

The  RFU  lost  two  long- 
serving  individuals,  Tony 
Hallett  and  Colin  Herridge, 


after  Brittle  was  confirmed  in 
office:  The  last  thing  that 
English  rugby  needs  now  is 
further  evidence  of  interne¬ 
cine  strife,  which  may  cause 
others  to  look  over  their 
shoulders.  Jeavons-Fellows 
has  been  praised  by  some 
colleagues  on  the  IRFB,  who 
have  admired  his  defence  of 
England's  rights,  while  others 


Brittle:  differences 


have  found  his  attitude  arro¬ 
gant,  which  is  how  Cotton 
characterised  him  at  the 
board  meeting  last  month. 

Jeavons-Feuows  was  a  pro¬ 
ponent  of  the  controversial 
television  deal  with  BSkyB. 
which  Brittle  has  consistently 
opposed,  but  his  appointment 
as  IRFB  representative  this 
season,  along  with  Malcolm 
Phillips,  was  officially 
endorsed. 

Peter  Brook,  the  RFU  presi¬ 
dent,  was  not  prepared  to 
comment  on  the  affair,  like 
the  other  principals  involved, 
but  he  did  sajc  "I  am  working 
for  unity  within  the  game  and 
always  will  be."  That  unity 
may  be  sorely  tested 
tomorrow. 

□  Andrew  Ker.  the  Scotland 
sevens  coach,  believes  that  his 
team’s  chances  in  the  Dubai 
international,  tournament 
have  been  hit  by  insufficient 
preparation.  Scotland  had 
only  three  training  sessions 
before  flying  out  to  the  Gulf 
state.  Ker  said:  “It  is  simply 
not  enough.'* 


Plans  put 
forward 
to  restore 
Palace 

By  John  Goodbodv 

CRYSTAL  PALACE  sports 
centre  may  have  been  saved. 
An  £S3-mlliion  plan  to  re¬ 
build  tile  South  London 
centre  and  surrounding 
park  was  unveiled  yesterday 
by  die  owners,  Bromley 
CounriL 

However,  the  plans  snll 
have  to  get  clearance  from 
the  Government,  which  is 
examining  the  propcsaL  It  is 
understood  that  a  decision 
will  be  made  by  Christmas 
as  to  whether  to  hold  a 
public  inquiry  into  the  pro¬ 
posed  scheme. 

There  is  huge  pressure  on 
the  Department  of  the  Envi¬ 
ronment  and  Transport  to 
allow  the  multifaceted  plans 
to  go  ahead  quickly.  Crystal 
Palace  would  be  an  ideal 
regional  minute  for  the 
proposed  national  academy, 
with  a  renovated  outdoor 
stadium  boasting  a  capacity 
of  20,000  spectators  for  ath¬ 
letics,  rugby  union  and 
American  football,  a  new 
•  50-metre  swimming  pool, 
with  moveable  floor  and 
boom,  and'  indoor  facilities 
for  tennis  ami  other  sports. 

The  English  Sports  Coun- 
.  dl,  which  has  a  lease  on  the 
centre  until  2004.  is  folly 
supportive  and.  as  a  distrib¬ 
utor  of.  National  Lottery 
funds,  will  surely  influence 
the  granting  of  the  £422$ 
miihrm.  required  for  the 
centre.  There :  is  also  a 
OS-million  bid  to  the  Heri¬ 
tage  Lottery  for  a  park 
restoration  scheme,  while 
London  and  Regional  prop¬ 
erties  is  prepared  to  pay  £6 
million  for  a  .  complex  of 
multiplex  ananas,  bars  and 
restaurants  in  a  commercial 
venture: 

English  Heritage  has  also 
backed  the  scheme  and  last 
week  on  its'  recommenda¬ 
tion.  TonyBanks.  the  Minis¬ 
ter  for  Culture.  Media  and 
Sport,  gave  the  main  build¬ 
ing  a  Grade  If  listing  as 
befog  a  place  of  spatial 
architectural  interest 

However.  Robbie  Stoakes. 
Bromley’s  director  of  leisure 
and  community  services, 
admitted  that  the  whole 
scheme  depends  cm  the  com-, 
merriai  section  being  accept¬ 
ed.  He  said:  “We  have  to  be 
optimistic.” 

A  group  of  residents  is 
opposing  the  plans  and  the 
Government  will  also  have 
to  consider  how  much  extra 
traffic  will  be  created  in  an 
area  that  often  becomes  grid- 
locked  during  big  events. 


SPORT 


Heiner  to 
skipper 
third  leg 

■  SAfUNCfe  Roy  Heiner, . 
of  Holland,  is  intake  over  as 
skipper  of  the  Whitbread 
Round  the  World  Race  yacht. 
BrunrtSuneqgy.  ihePutch 
syndicate  announced  in 
Fremantle  yesterday 
(Edward  Gorman  writes). . 
Heiner  replaces  Hans  • 
Bouschohe.  under,  whura  the 
vachi  finished  last  in  both 

of  the  first  two  legs. 

In  London.  Tracy 
Edwards  yesterday 
.  announced  her  tl-Siong 
all-women  crew  for  her 
attempt  on  the  non-stop 
round-the-world  sailing 
record  on  board  Rt&al  8 
SunAitiance.  The  crew*  is  led 
by  Adrienne  Cahalan,  of 
Australia.  Mikadavon  ■ 
Koskuli.  of  Finland,  and 
Helena  Darvelid.  of  Sweden. 

O’Sullivan  up 

■  SNOOKER:  Ronnie 
O’Sullivan,  who  defeated 
Stephen  Hendry  lo  win 

the  Liverpool  Victoria  United 
Kingdom  championship 
in  Preston  four  days  ago.  has 
risen  from  fifth  to  second 
in  the  updated  Embassy 
world  rankings.  ■ 

Yet  despite 
relinquishing  the  tifle. 
Hendry's  lead  over  his 
closest  pursuer  has  Increased. 
Before  the  championship, 
the  Scot  enjoyed  a»S3HK 
point  advantage  over  John 
Higgins  (w  ho  slips  to  fourth); 
he  is  now  9.755  dear  of 
O’Sullivan. 

Philo  dear 

■  flOLft  Laura  Phalo.of. 
the  United  States,  who  had 
shared  the  overnight  lead, 
moved  clear  of  the  field  after  a 
second  round  of  70  in'  the 
YVPGET qualifying  school 
tournament  at  Aroeiira, 
Portugal  yesterday.  Tina 
Boulton,  from  Essex,  is  the 
leading  British  pbjer  after 
her  69,  the  best  score  of  the 
day.  left  her  an  145.  with  a 
share  of  fourth  place.  ' 

Hingis  wins 

■  TCNNISt  Jriartwa  , 

Hingis,  the  world  No  1. 
gained  revenge  for  her 
defeat  by  Mary  Pierce  in  the  * 
Chase  Champfahsirips' 

two  weeks  ago  when  she  beat 
Pierce  7-6, 64  in  the  new 
Masters  of  Champions 
tournament  in  Frankfurt 
yesterday. 


FOR  THE  RECORD 


FOOTBALL 


UNIBOND  LEAGUE:  Rret  division:  Post¬ 
poned:  Lincoln  lltd  v  Worksop  Cup: 
Postponed:  Bishop  Auckland  v  Betper 
Town 

FA  UMBRO  TROPHY:  Third  quafltymg 
round:  Postponsd:  Bradford  Park  Arenuev 
Leigh  RML  Great  Harwood  v  Winon 
PONTWS  LEAGUE:  TTwd  cMsforc  Post¬ 
poned  Scartwough  v  Chesterfield 
GILBERT  LEAGUE:  CUp:  Second  round, 
second  lea  Postponed:  Aberystwyth  v 
Ebbw  Vale:  Rhayader  Toei  v  Barry. 

Tuesday's  late  results 
NATIONWIDE  LEAGUE:  FUnt  (Swuore 
trewich  l  Middesbrough  1 .  Sheffield  Utd  3 
Stoke  Z  Was)  Bromvrah  0  Manchester 
City  1. 


P  W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

Nottm  Far  . 

20  12 

S 

3 

32 

16 

41 

MkJdteatao. 

20  11 

6 

3 

34 

17 

39 

Shod  UU 

.  19  10 

8 

1 

29 

16 

38 

West  Bioro.. 

.  20  11 

4 

5 

22 

15 

37 

Swindon . 

20  10 

4 

6 

26 

27 

34 

Charlton..  . 

19 

9 

5 

5 

38 

26 

32 

Stockport.... 

20 

9 

5 

6 

33 

26 

32 

Sunderland 

.  19 

8 

6 

S 

29 

21 

30 

Wolves  ..  .. 

19 

8 

5 

6 

24 

22 

29 

Bradford.  . . 

20 

7 

B 

5 

19 

19 

29 

Port  Vale.. 

.  20 

7 

5 

8 

25 

25 

26 

OPR . 

19 

7 

5 

7 

25 

31 

26 

Stoke.. 

.  20 

7 

S 

a 

24 

26 

26 

Birmingham 

20 

6 

7 

7 

20 

17 

25 

Norwich  .  . 

.  19 

6 

4 

9 

17 

29 

22 

Tram>sra„ . 

.  19 

6 

3  10 

26 

28 

21 

Man  City 

.  20 

5 

6 

9 

23 

24 

21 

Bwy . 

.  20 

4 

9 

7 

21 

29 

21 

Reacting 

20 

5 

6 

9 

19 

31 

21 

Oxford  Utd. 

.  20 

5 

5  10 

23 

28 

20 

Uwwicrt . 

19 

4 

8 

7 

21 

23 

20 

Owe . 

.  20 

5 

3  12 

22 

31 

18 

Hudderstid  . 

.  20 

4 

5  11 

16 

32 

17 

Ports  moutft. 

18 

3 

5  10 

21 

30 

14 

SECOND  DMStoN:  Blackpool  0  Plymouth 
0:  Bournemouth  0  Yak  0.  Bristol  Cby  3 
Burnley  1:  Futtam  1  Brentford  1:GrmsbyO 
Wycombe  0:  Luton  2  Gffnghsm  2:  Nonh- 
OTBtan  0  Chesterfield  ft  Oldham  3  Cartteie 
1-  SoUhend  3  Preston  2;  Wigan  3  Bread 
Rovers  ft  Wrexham  1  Watford  1  Third 
division:  Doncaster  2  Chester  1:  Exeter  1 
Lincoln  2.  Hartlepool  2  HUB  2  Leyton  Orient 
2  Bans!  ft  Peterborough  1  Csmbndge  Utd 
ft  Swansea  1  Rotherham  1:  Torquay  2 

Mansfield  1 


DR  MARTENS  LEAGUE;  Premier  dMstore 
Gloucester  1  Safisbury  1  Southern  «*- 
vision:  Postponed:  Reel  Tn  v  Bashley 
Cup:  Second  rouid:  Bedworth  Utd  1 
Worcester  ft  Crawley  Town  0  St  Leonards 
1.  Postponed:  Oevedonv  Forest  Green. 
FA  UMBRO  TROPHY:  ThM  quafifytng 
round  replay:  Grantham  0  Metre  0. 
GILBERT  LEAGUE  CUP:  Second  round, 
second  leg:  Bangor  0  Porthmadog  0 
(Bangor  wn  5-0  or  agg):  Caersws  0  Inter 
Cable-Tel  2  (inter  win  3-1  on  aggj; 
Connah’s  Quay  0  Caernarfon  Town  3 
(Caernarfon  vn  5-1  on  agg).  TNS  1 
i  Ynys  Mon  3  (Yrrys  Mon  win  4-1  on 


pSHuint 


i'S  LEAGUE:  Premier  division: 
Tranmere  0  Manchester  Ud  1 . 

NORTH  WEST  COUNTES  LEAGUE:  Fist 
division:  Postponed:  Mossiey  v  Danren. 
RVMAN  LEAGUE:  Second  cMnon:  Metro- 
poUan  Police  5  Bracknell  ft  Windsor  end 
Eton  0  Htrgetford  0.  Postponed^  EOrarn  v 
Marlow  ThMdMsiorefOngstwO  Epsom 
and  Ewefl  1.  Postponed:  Hertford  v 
Flacftwfl  Heath  GuanSan  Insurance  Cup: 
Second-round  replay:  Weaktetone  2 
Hitowi  6.  Associate  Membore  Trophy: 
Second  round:  Totfmg  and  Mtotam  0 
CorHHan-CaauBb  1.  Postponed:  Lems  v 
Horsham.  FiJ  Members  Cup:  Second 
round:  Barton  0  Harrow  2  Chasham  0 
Gravesend  and  Nonhtleei  3.  Staines  3 
Sutton  0;  LMxfcJge  1  Heybndge  Smuts  1; 
Yeadfog  3  Wembley  2.  Postponed:  Car- 
shafton  v  Aldershot  Town:  HarrWan  v 
Mudenhead;  Lestahead  v  Chertsey. 
ARNOTT  INSURANCE  NORTH  LEAGUE 
F tad  dWtetorr  South  Shields  0  Stockton  0. 
Postponed:  Tow  Lew  v  BHngham 
Syntharaa. 

WJNSTONLEAD  KENT  LEAGUE:  First 
dtvtaton:  Postponed:  Heme  Bey  v  Fofce- 
Etone  teviaa;  Ramsgate  v  Lordswood. 
TtnbrtJge  Wete  v  Chatham 
JEWSON  EASTERN  COUNTES  LEA¬ 
GUE;  Premier  tfivtetan:  WaHon  0 
Stomnartat  3:  Wrexham  3  Newmarket  1 
Postponed:  Clacton  v  Sucftxry  Tn. 
9CREWFK  DIRECT  LEAGUE:  Premier 
division:  PaJton  0  Chard  ft  Postponed: 
Bridgwater  v  Eknore 

UNUET  SUSSEX  COUNTY  LEAGUE:  FM 
cftvWcn:  LnOehampton  5  Portfiefcl  t ;  Sebey 
1  Wick  1.  Postponed:  Latgney  Sports  v 
Hassocks:  Pagham  v  Mte  Oak;  Peacehav- 
en  anti  Tetscombe  v  HaCsham  Town; 
Rngmer  v  Sdtoean  Utd 


“What’s  the  best  way  to 
travel  on  the  Internet?” 

There's  notfreg  pedestrian  about  Lne0nt  (  gives  you  (as  and  easy  access 
to  the  Wemrt.  and  the  home  page  dreds  ym  strstft  to  Ihe  suteect  yoirte  rteieaed  n. 
t  you  wart  to  explore  the  red  world  as  wel  os  the  oberwortd.  the  Eavel  nine  pws  you 
tevakableadMce  and  ntomaaon  on  where  D3  stay.  Oteeknsooa 

Try  UoeOne  and  the  huemel  rag.  Cbfl  0800  111  210. 


WWW.: 


met 


It's  what  you  want  lo  know 


WaitwIrihilteOteai 


a  tal  9%  109  31 XU6  pv  until 


NATK3NWDE  GOLD  CUP:  Final:  Gtem 
avon  4  Coleraine  2  (at  Windsor  Pari*. 


THE  TWES  FA  YOUTH  CUP:  Second 
round:  Blackburn  f  Manchester  1;  Ports¬ 
mouth  5Enth  and  Belvedere  0  Postponed: 
Bury  v  Peterborough. 

BANKS'S  BREWERY  LEAGUE:  Cur.  Sec¬ 
ond  round,  firat  leg:  Cradley  t  Wolver¬ 
hampton  1.  Postponed:  Gomai  v  Ludlow. 
Second  round,  second  leg:  Btaxwtch  5 
MaNem  ft  Tividale  4  Eltmgshai  0  Vksf- 
feids2Lye2 

SCHOOLS  MATCHES:  Fuji  Fin  Trophy: 
Fourth  rounck  Bladipaol  0  Barnsley  2  (aeq. 
Southwest  Counties  Semi-final:  Under- 
19:  Dorset  ?  Cornwall  0 
DUTCH  LEAGUE:  PC'  Grainger,  0 
Heerenveen  1. 

GERMAN  CUP:  Third  round:  MSV  Ous- 
burg  1  Ertracre  Frstkftst  ft  Hanover  96  1 
Can  Zeiss  Jon  1  (aec  1-t  after  90mm,  Jena 
wn  4-2  on  pens):  SSVUtin  1 VIB  StuOgart  a 
SPANISH  CUP:  Thfcd  round;  first  leg:  Las 
Palmas  3  MaBorca  2 


CRICKET 


Tour  match 

Western  Province  Acad  XI 
v  England  Under-19 

CAPE  TOWN  (first  day  at  four.  Western 
Province  Academy  XI  wan  tossf  Western 
Province  Academy  XI  hare  scored  1 34  for 
so  weAets  against  England  Un<&-ig 
W  PROVWCE  ACADEMY  XJ:  Rrat  Innings 


A  Putbd*  b  FranhB ..  . . 26 

J  de  Nobrega  bw  b  Logan . .  0 

*S  Hobson  b  Usgan .  .  15 

D  Bams  c  VWton  b  Tucker .  *3 

A  Hanakom  c  Paters  b  Schofield  _ _ 6 

K  Bakeiy  not  out . .15 

A  LoynescWSonb  Tucker . 0 

T  TsoteMe  not  out- . 0 

Baras  (b  7.  b  7.  w  6.  nb  9) . . . 29 

Total  (6wkts) _ 134 

S  Conrad,  D  Harry  and  N  Kruger  to  bat 


FALL  OF  WICKETS:  1-1.  2-33.  ft®.  4-86, 
5-123. 6-129. 

BOWUNG:  Logan  13-5-24-2:  Franks  12-1- 
36-1.  Tucker  9-1-31-2:  Schofield  12-3-24-1; 
Swam  2-O-5-0. 

ENGLAND  Ut®B=M9:  -p  J  Franks.  I  N 
Flanagan.  M  AGough.  G  fi  Haywood.  RWT 
Key.  JT  Tucker.  R  J  Logan.  S  □  Paters.  C  P 
Schofiatd,  G  P  Swam. In  J  WSon. 
Urnpvas  M  Jameson  and  N  Kock. 


BASKETBALL 


NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  iNBAj:  Chte- 
i«te  121  Sacramento  102;  wWwigton  95 
Seattle  78:  DaSu  79  Atlanta  112.  Houston 
1 12  Dernier  101;  ftOwaukee  88  Phoanet  90; 
San  Antonio  go  New  York  84;  Portland  88 
Ortando  0B 


BOXING 


PHtLADQPMA:  Wetnallonai  E 
Federation  Buper-mMaowelght  ct 
tomMpc  C  Brener  (US.  hokteti 
DsGrenob  (US)  pts. 


FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 
Intemalkn  usl  match 
Europe  v  Rest  of  the  World 
(at  Stada Vaiocbome.  Marseilea.  3  45) 

AVON  MSURANCE  COMBMATION:  First 
tfvislcn:  MBwal  v  UAan  (2.01 
FAI  HARP  LAGER  NATIONAL  LEAGUE 
Premier  dMsknc  Dundaft.  v  SBgo  (7  45). 
THE  TRIES  FA  YOUTH  CUP;  Second 
round:  Notts  County  v  WalsaB  (7  30) . 
SCHOOLS  MATCH:  Boodle  &  Dwdhonre 
Cup;  iVriVrgty  v  Shrewstuy  (2  30). 

RUGBY  UNION 

UNlWERSfTY  MATCH:  Oxford  UrTvawty 
Greyhounds  v  Carrfcndoe  Unhrereby  LX 
Oub  (al  Utley  Rood.  230) 


HANDBALL 


BONN:  Women's  wodd  chartnionshp: 
Group  A:  Austria  24  Japan  16;  Poland  32 
Bras)  19  Group  B:  Franca  39  Uzbekistan 
17.  Croatia  45  Uzbdustan  15;  Norway  32 
Canada  15  Groi^C:  South  Korea  30  (very 
Coast  24;  Romania  34  Uruguay  15: 
Hungary  33  Irery  Coast  21.  Group  D: 
Danmark  38  Ctena  16;  Rusaa  X  Stevena 
27.  Macedonia  30  China  24 


HOCKEY 


CLUB  MATCH:  Osdord  University  3 
Bacchonalans  4. 


ICE  HOCKEY' 


EUROPEAN  LEAGUE:  Group  F: 
Manchester  Storm  4  Bolzano  (11)  2 
NATIONAL  LEAGUE  (FULL  New  Jersey  1 
SI  Lais  3.  New  York  Islander:  2  Ottawa  4  ; 
New  York  Rangers  2  Washington  3  (OT). 
Toronto  3  Anaheim  3  (OT);  Colorado  4 
Eft  1  iu  ha  1 2 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


TOUR  MATCH:  Languedoc -RousaHnn  32 
South  Afnea  XH  24  fn  Carcassonne). 


RUGBY  UNION 


UNtVERSTTY  MATCH:  Cambrtdge  Cot 
leges  10  CMtad  UNrersiiy  Wippets  13  (at 


MATCHES:  En^end  A  18  New 
Zealand  XV30  (at  Wdtord  Road.  Lelcaster): 
Cdedoraa  Rads  30  AustraBan  Capdal 
Territory  Brombtes  36  (at  Bridgehaugh. 


TATWE  MATCH:  SolSi  West 
Under-21  6  New  Zeeland  Undar-21  36  (at 
Kngstx^m,  Gloucester). 

SQUASH 

BOMBAY:  Mahindte  iteamatlonal  chall¬ 
enge:  Second  round:  Janahar  Khan  (Pah) 
bt  D  Jenson  (Aus)  164,  15-11,  16-17. 
15-10:  J  Power  (Can)  M  A  IMnti  (EgyprJ 
15-12,  15-5,  15-11:  B  Dave  (Ausi  ot  C 
Rowland  (Aus)  168.  15-9.  15-11;  0  Ryan 
(tie)  wo  M  Haaih  (Scot) 

SRA  NATIONAL  LEAGUE:  Group  A:  TSM 
DufBeid  3  N  Haflamshire  *2  (Duffieto 
names  test  H  Srtl  bt  P  Lord  4-9.  B-6.  9-1, 
4-9. 9-1.  P  Hargrave  KJ  Dale  9-4. 9-3, 0-9, 

8- 10.  9-1;  M  Men  lost  to  N  Matthew  09. 
4-9. 6-9:  K  Witte  ba  to  PMcGuk  9-4,  7-9. 
ret  N  Gratogw  bt  J  Trartteld  9-6,  66.  1-9. 

9- 3.  96):  Armourcotor  Priory  5  *de y  0 

(Armourccior  names  first  C  Leach  bt  A 
Stevenson  93.  9-1.  9ft  S  Handtey  bt  B 
Mckaby  7-9.  7-9. 97. 9ft  97;  L  Rawtns  bt 
J  SrHtii  95.  92.  106;  J  Kemp  bt  C 
Jackman  92. 9-3, 94;  A  Wray  wo).  Group 
B:  Hartridge  CMeheaiar  2  arraboume  3 
pachester  names  first  N  Dugan  bt  R 
Dubach  93.  10ft  9-4;  P  Genever  bt  J 
Weftng3  910. 7ft  9ft  94. 91 ;  L  Drew  lost 
roSCowie  ftft  910.910;  M  Harris  lost  toC 
Tamfinaon  6-9, 5-9. 3ft  L  Charman  lost  toS 
Rg -Gerald  94,  99,  S9,  S-9). _ 

TENNIS 


FRANKFURT:  Mastera 
women's  tournament 
Ffingte  (Sw ez)  be  M  Pierce 
Group  hire:  L  Davenport  ‘ 
(Rom)  6-7.  6-2. 93 


at  chemptone 


M 

7ft  6-4 
I  SpHea 


POOLS  DIVIDENDS 

UTTLEWOQDS:  Treble  chance:  23pO 
(maxanum)  C720262  00.  22pts  £3.13165. 
zipts  E 1/4  60.  POpts  £3465  Hafttime: 
I9pts  (maanumJ,  £18525.  Four  drew: 
£4625  Nine  hamea:  £325  Fhre  sways: 
£4  10 

VERNONS:  Treble  chance:  23*s 
£7,74740,  21  £89.15.  20  £1480.  Super 
shore:  £55  OO  tod  on  three  1 
Premier  10:  £19  60  ipadonacWi 
ZETTERS:  Treble  chanoa: 

£10.000  80.  22  £62.30.  21  E4  00,  30 
Four  draws:  £34  80  Sght  homes:  £0  70. 
Four  arrays:  £i20  All  thaws  table 
chance  (bam  al  elghL  no  24pts  vrimerd: 
23pta  £108.10,  22  £7.75.  Fab  five:  £1000 
Lioky  numbers:  12  20  13  14  8  17 


-f-f- 

.insy 

Sheehan  on  bridge 

Keene  on  chess  || 

- — — t - - - ! 


By  Robert  Sheehan,  bridge  correspondent 

This  hand  is  from  the  semi-finals  of  the  1997  world  junior  teams. 
Even  without  that  information  you  could  tdl  it  was  from  a  junior 
event  by  studying  North’s  bidding. 

Dealer  West 


*9832 
VJ6 
•  7432 
+  1032 


W  N  E  S 

Pass  Pass  ID  1 H 

Pass  4H  Pass  •  4  NT 

Pass  5  D  (1)  Pass  5H 

Pass  6H  Doubts  All  Pass 

Contract:  Six  Hearts  doubted,  by  SouSl  LssdL'  four  ot  diamonds 


Game  all  IMPS 

4  J  10766 
•  108532 


*AQ 
▼  7 

♦  K  J  10  8 
4AJ9764 

♦  K4 

VAKQ94 

•  A  Q  9  6  5 
48 


•  — 
4KQS 


-vim 


(1)  0  or  3  aces 

This  was  the  auction  with 
the  Danes  North-South  and 
Russia  East-West  As  East  was 
playing  a  strong  club  system 
he  had  to  open  One  Diamond. 
South  was  a  trifle  optimistic 
with  his  Four  No-Trumps 
(Blackwood)  —  there  coaid 
have  been  a  third-round  dia¬ 
mond  loser  even  if  his  partner 
had  an  ace.  But  the  worst  bid 
was  North’s  Six  Hearts.  As  the 
subordinate  partner  in.  the 
auction,  he  should  have  re-' 
spected  his  partner's  sign-off. 

West's  diamond  lead  was 
wrong;  first,  his  partner  had 
not  doubled  North’s  Five  Dia¬ 
mond  response  to  Blackwood; 
second,  East's  Ughtner  double 


of  Six  Hearts  suggested  he 
wanted  a  black-suit  lead.  In 
addition,  the  most  likely  expla¬ 
nation  of  South’s  slam  try  after 
North's  pre-emptive  raise  was 
that  South  had  a  good  dia¬ 
mond  suit 

After  the  diamond  lead  de¬ 
clarer  was  able  to  throw  a  dub 
from  table  at  the  first  trick, 
ruff  a  diamond,  come  back  to 
hand  in  trumps,  and  ruff 
another  diamond.  Now  he 
drew  the  last  trump,  and 
threw  both  of  dummy's  re¬ 
maining  dubs  away  when 
diamonds  split  4-4.  After  ruff¬ 
ing  a  club  in  dummy  he 
played  a  spade,  and  claimed 
his  contract  when  the  ace 
appeared. 


By  Raymond  Keene 

CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 

Anand  wins 

Today  I  give  two  victories  by 
Viswanathan  An  and  from  tire 
tournament  at  Belgrade.  In 
the  forthcoming  Fide  (world 
chess  federation)  version  of  tire 
world  championship.  Anand 
is  the  likely  favourite  from  the 
100  players  who  wall  compete 
in  tire  championship. 

White:  Ljubomir  Ljubqjevic 
Blade  Viswanathan  Anand 
Belgrade.  November  1997 


Slav  Defence 


i 

Nt3 

dS 

2 

04 

.NS 

3 

C4  ’ 

dxc4 

4 

084+  • 

c6 

5 

Qxc4 

BS 

6 

93 

e6 

7 

Sg2 

Nbd7 

3 

0-0 

Be7 

9 

Rdl 

0-0 

10 

Nh4 

8e4 

11 

Bxa4 

Nxb4 

12 

Oc2 

Nef6 

13 

Nc3 

c5 

T4 

d5 

Nxd5 

15 

Nxd5 

Bxh4 

18 

Nc3 

BS 

17 

Qa4 

Bd4 

18 

83 

Bxc3 

19 

Rxrf7 

QeS 

20 

Qdl 

BS 

21 

Rxb7 

Qc6 

22 

Rb3 

C4 

23 

Ra3 

Rfd8 

24 

Oc2 

084 

25 

13 

Qd5 

26 

KL2 

Qb5 

27 

Rbl 

Rd3 

28 

Qc2 

Rad8 

29 

Ra4 

Qf5 

30 

Rxc4 

Ot3 

31 

KbI 

Rd1  + 

White  resigns 

Diagram  of  final  position 


a  b  e  d  *  f  o  h 


White:  Viswanathan  Anand 
Black:  Kirfl  Georgiev 
Belgrade,  November  1997 
Sicilian  Defence 


1 

84 

c5 

2 

Nf3 

d6 

3 

d4 

cxd4 

4 

Nxd4 

NS. 

5 

Nc3 

96 

6 

Be3 

Bg7  ,  . 

7 

f3 

Nc6 

8 

Qd2 

0-0 

9 

Bc4 

Bd7  • 

10 

0-0-0 

Na5  " 

IT 

Be2 

RcS  . 

12 

KbI 

36 

13 

94 

b5 

14 

h4 

e6 

15 

a3 

.  hg  ----- 

16 

Bg5 

hxg4  - 

17 

h5 

gxh5 

18 

RxhS 

Rc5 

19 

ixg4 

Rxc3 

20 

BxS 

QxS. 

21 

Qxc3 

Nc4 

22 

BaC4 

bxc4  - 

23 

Qxc4 

Fte8 

24 

QxaS 

Qe7 

25 

Rh3 

BS 

26 

Rb3 

Be5 

27 

Nf3 

BI4 

28 

Rb4 

d5 

29 

exd5 

Oc5  ■- 

30 

c3 

BadcreskV 

O  Raymond  Keene  writes  on  chess 
Monday  to  Friday  in  Sport  add  in 
•he  Weekend  section  on  Saturday. 


;  V  VHNNtWQ-MC^E 


By  PhLUp  Howard 


HEIMWEH 

a.  A  cold  snap 

b.  Home-sickness 
c_  Spiritual  despair 

KISSAR 

a.  The  face  or  mug 

b.  ATtiridsh  light  cavalryman 

c.  A  lyre 


MURAJI 

a.  Divine 

b.  Kind  Sir! 

c.  A  teacher  of  scripture 

KLEYWANG 

a.  A  sword 

b.  A  withered  leg 

c.  A  ceremonial  robe 

Answers  on  page  48 


By  Raymond  Keene 

Black  to  play.  This  position  is 
from  the  game  Psakhis  — 
Speeiman,  Hastings  1987 
Although”  Black  is  a  pawn 
ahead  in  this  endgame,  the 
White  rook  on  g7  could  prove 
troublesome.  Haw  did  Rlqck 
continue? 

Solution  on  page  4S 


thetimes  Thursday  December a  1997 


SPORT  47 


RACING 


•Julian  HEngerr 


computerise  shops 


any  UxJdne  sympathies 
among  Britain's  35.000  bet¬ 
ting  shop  staff  are  about  to  be 
mortally  offended.  On  the  face 
of  it.  the  development  of  a 
|  machine  that  can  settle  bets 
electronically  might  appear  to 
spsre  them  their  most  tedious 
'  and  perplexing  labour. 

The  initiative,  already  being 
embraced  .by  two  of  the  big 
three  nigh  street  chains,  win 
require  finance  running  into 
millions  of  pounds,  h  is  only 
natural  for  employees  to  won¬ 
der  whether  the  return  on 
such  high  stakes  will  take  the 
shape  of  the  loss  of  hundreds 
otjobs. 

leading  the  way  in  this 
quiet  revolution  has  been 
Ladbrokes,  testing  the  water 
in  five  of  its  1,950  shops.  Coral 
is  also  understood  to  be  em¬ 
barking  on  a  trial  stage,  and 
their  progress  will,  no  doubt, 
be  carefully  monitored  by 
Nomura,  the  new  owners  of 
William  HUL 

The  new  system's  comer- 
same  is  a  form  of  bar-ending. 
The  shop  computer  scans  the 
wager,  before  printing  a  min¬ 
iature  copy  as  a  receipt  — 
including  a  code  that  will  be 
read  and  recognised  by  the 
machine  when  subsequently 
presented  by  a  successful 
punier. 

Yesterday  Andy  Clifton, 
spokesman  for  Ladbrokes, 


By  Chris  McGrath 

was  at  pains  to  deny  that  the 
agenda  behind  the  major  in¬ 
vestment  involved  was  relief  of 
s^nie  of  the  industry's  un¬ 
wieldy  labour  costs.  “Thar  is 
certainly  not  what  has  been 
driving  it"  he  said.  “A  lot  of 
shops  are  already  down  to  the 
bare  minimum  in  terms  of 
staff.”  Clifton,  reporting  that 
the  experimental  stage  had 
been  vrarmly  received  f>y  staff 
and  clients  alike,  observed 


Nap:  Kfedidi 
(^Wmdsorl,v-;, 

; After  two.  lair .  efforts,  pveri'. 
hunikj,  Kbafirfi  retimas  -  lo  ■ 
at  Windsor  this  after- 
noOS;^.,<9hehe’':  Jtickanf-  T)an~ 

'dL^e^^Wcaiiand)  capped 

■and  scort 

Next  best:  Raidey  Wood 
(330  Windsor)  £ 

that  the  system  would  also 
provide  a  service  more  im¬ 
mune  to  error  and  misunder¬ 
standing. 

The  fact  remains,  however, 
that  that  the  cost  of  operating 
betting  outlets  in  Britain  — 
equivalent  to  13.9  per  cent  of 
turnover  —  is  exceptionally 
high  compared  to  elsewhere. 
Moreover,  the  sharpest  vigi¬ 
lance  oyer  profit  margins  sits 
well  with  the  bookmakers’ 


12.30  Wild  Rrta 
I.OOTurriU  House 
1.30  Scotby 


THUNDERER 

2.00  Better  Offer 
2^0  Dear  Da 

3.00  STRONG  TARQUIN  (nap) 
3.30  Bowcfiffe  Court 


Timekeeper's  top  rating:  1.00  SPECIAL  BEAT. 


113143  GOOD  HUB  13  fBfXCLSl  (J*s  0  fiatuKOi)  B  H4H2-C . 


Rsoeanl  number  Sta-figure  tons  ff  —  taR.  P— ■ 
noBeJ  up.  11—  unrated  nde.  9  —  fcroqjtt 
down  S  —  itjjptt  op  fl^-MbseA  D~ 
flrayriibad)  Hoist's  name  Days  wee  td 
oitttfr.  F  dte  10  —  bitatev  V~*m.  H  — 
Iwoo  E  —  liKtuta.  C  —  mast  Miner.  D  — 
Asanca  wms  CD— cams  rod  tfistnea 


BobiKai}  B  H411Z-0 _ „„  B  W«tf(7)  B8 

mono.  BF— baton  taxWte  n  Wtesl  ace). 
GoioB  on  «baA  base  has  nea  {F  —  Gno,  good  to 
firm  ban!  6—  good.  .  S  — soft  good  m  sot 
toy).  Oner  in  baton.  Toiler.  Age  nd 
angbL  Mer  pte  aoy  totoran.  Tbe  Tim 
tautopa's  speed  tog  . 


GOING  GOOD 


12.30 


SPfTAL  NOVICES  HURDLE  (Dw  1:  £2.110  2m)  (16  tunas) 


I  3Ml  SHJWaiBWICO.fi OtoEfaawIGL Mm 441-5  —  ...  II A RBVStod  1D3 

?  »  BULUWCH  is RjdrUwtoBtopa 4-10-12  -  -  - - ILaaonea  9B 

3  SI-12  DMIKHO HWLL 23  (Dfl ffl  Ada) K Brake 4-10-12 - SOmnody 

4  004  KARACHI  57  ti  Joto)  4  Jaap*  7-10-12  _  _ _ JBoftBMn  (7J  87 

5  004  aK0FSyaNGK{totoBKto>B)VtoaS-19-n - CUBHfeS 

6  KaUR533FffJBHBtUiemwnis4-UM2 _ : _ BPowf 

;  00  M£A76£  SUtY  9  (0  McDmI)  A  fend  5-18-12  j. _ - _ 0  Bridgwater  87 

B  04  NEWS  FLASH 23  d> S»ra|  A  TtfwiS-T0.12^_ - CRBf71  SO 

9  3W43  NORMANH 24 MAnty ttn SEtoadk 5-KM2 - Pitta  90 

10  ROAD  RACER  12BF  (MBA  MM)  P  9  flttbar  4-10-12 _ JAlfcCaflfe  - 

11  UOG  S£VEIWIHF1BnBaewJBwfcrH«-J2 _ Bftntan  - 

«  f«-  StWWIIIWJff  - - SBradl q  Egg 

U  ZURS33F fGhHhkMotoBUd)J FWka 4-10-12 _ ' _ Albanian  ,  - 

14  DO-  PHOTO PNMmVECTS tow) C Owe 4-flM - PK%  - 

15  SHARP  MOVE  21F  {S  B  Coapceanb)  B  ttm  5-10-7 - MrSDtnttft  - 

IE  AaLDWTA»(PmpaciaOsPue*5B««DaiaWto5-1B-? .  DGatogbar 

BETTING  3-1  Steta*  4-1  Sadnan.  6-1  tori  Racar,  7-1 M  Omni  HA  10-1  (ton 
1996.  DAKGOLQ  4-10-12  R  Htepto  0-1  to)  M  dam*  15  on 

r’ ' ■" ~ i ■  tW  Shahrorbral  Eero  Fawn  21  m  n-mnur  nance  hunfcat  Windsor 
FOEl  '  ifcBy^S  Cm.  good  to  to)  witti  auttnch  J7B»  better  otO  SKI  5tfi  and 
NegaaeEqtAy (7d tadter dQ 2fit m. Dtamnd ral Zffl 2nd d 
fl  Id  Midas  ffl  novice  hath  at  laBon  iaa  good).  KaracH  2ffl  4tb  d  15  B  Rnswfl  Island  in  now* 
write  to  Twteaor  (2m.  gooiQ.  Men  Rash  281  9b  d  12  m  Cbenymon  m  awicn  tadte  at 


rf.vKft  rumHe  a)  Kwipten  (2m,  goal  u  6rm),  pnwasly  Z3  5ffi  d9  to  Eteraydan  m  novee  tanfle 
cneRtriBm  12m  11,  good)  2nn.JakiiTO^^toto»Fbi.iN»d1«ai.»Mhmifiapp«aupto 
on  fW 

ROAD  RACffl  las  tair  fenn  on  toe  Ra  wd  fee  sia'  to  mate  a  decani  hunter 

1 .00  PALEY  STREET  MARES  ONLY  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

152.214  2m)  [7  mimes) 

i  1011-3  SPECIAL  BEAT  14  (GJSJ  |C  ttwer INI ItoM r  5-12-0  Mr  CVtosg]  39 

’  F'331  P-  HAL  DMA  Z7B  (5)  !Ma  2  Clin}  C  Moriocfc  7-10-3 - O  Wr  W 

3  256-124  LOMCERA  19  (Fi  {Mn  5  CM  R  Alonr  7-1M - -  -  A  Thwiauu  .  114 

A  Tumu  HOUSE  T7F(GlJJH»W«y  SC  PtfijwIWItoS-lIM  BJVto  116 

5  i -05303  STRONG  CHOICE  7  p£l(Us  S  MtOBy)  J  Ufa  5-jM-r  ^  fiToraig  106 

V  «063a’  MSS  BREOOfii-661  (WMifo  Rang  bn  Ms  J  Psoas  MM  UrS  toad  Bj  - 

-  PHBIAN  BUTTBHUf  14  (Q£)  tffcs  K  tefitt)  B  SSaage  5-lM  J  Wpo  (3)  115 

BFnWG  b-'  Swm l  Bei  4-:  M=s  BBtoa«  5-1  lardJ  Horn.  5-1  Urntas.  Stung  Cboke.  8-1  oto 
1995:  SEVERN  64LE  6- 104  X  Abjwu  p-1]  J  AUea  7  Bn 
r— - - - — -  Special  Bed  ZKI  3nl  d  5  ta  Ran  For  Dane  in  landtag)  hade  d 

FORM  FOCUS  (2m  3.  good  to  soft)  Hdana  to  MornfaWfif  21  m 

runffl  ruyyo:  ^  Vented  (2m  a  HOyd.  good  to  m 

a-  lo«m 'll » SiliiS 


acm  m  iwce  haralap  fenBe  al  Wnanton  (2m,  good  to  sod]. 

SPECIAL  SEAT  ti  nast  dacaaing  on  8ns  step  baa  to  tta  madmurn 

to  W000SIDE  NOVICES  CHASE  (£3^51:  3m)  (8  runners) 

re.li  1  WTO  THE  CLAN  19  fOf.Gl  K  Usaanbei  *fa  H  Knfdl  F  ^*7  96 

profs?  TAWSTMMt - 

IP  5i"-  BASALHO  23SP  (OFAS)  0*s.6  Phtol  T  Fbrsto  >-10-12  M  A  HBjton  “ 

•piPJU  uooRltHJGH  BAY  22  p.G]  flidm  Ptoltol  I HI to  7-10-12  B  toon  - 
im?5-r  5C0T3Y  15  ®F|)  Bte  E  ~  "  Bdh£  W 

.V23-3  WTAEE  D^RET  19  9fei  «J  3-10-12  - - - 

A513-SP  UfilSA  B  (F)  fth  1  Wari,  Mi  L  fcriw*  6-10-7  . .  M  Rktenb 

*.  •;  »  7  - he  TM  CbK.  9-2  VsBg f  3«1  5-1  Ba^an.  Haw  IT  Haw.  33-1  odws 

im  R3W 1-1V56PWSI  (2-1  ttjRftttlP  9  m 

- — -i  tom  Tfe  Dai  teal  Hum  Tf  Haw  18to  !*«?  dQ  «  in^SjBnng 

QU  FOCUS  nnwee  ctee aV&dsof  (3m.  good  to  Bm).  BaffanojalM ajn 
MW  rULA*5J  fynhrffeaadei  a  CQdfafem  (2m  H.ycffi:  pjtaBh  bed 
sjri  rp  itj  3-fswr  4p  toner  b«Se  at  SandwoJSri  ] lfttL soWjwrtty W  d 

Hmted  flmil  231  W  d  5  to  Tl» 

jVswce  das*  a*  I2»  *  9006  to  bnf>- 

SCOTBY.  a  taif  0*3*t  rate  a  ptomemg  atari  am  fences  . 


FontweH  Park 


ptc  an,  «so.  £1 1 30.  Cl  .40.  DF:  £1 ,224 10 
CSF  C5833t  Tno.  £29030. 

£10  (3m  a  1 10»d  m  1  ■  JoSwsr  (A  p 


r-.-fi! :  WaMherVfiselR 
2  icf  jr.'i  1*™  5i&  1). 
i  -.i  y 

rm  Tot  C  40.  £140. 
C62®  7:0'  £164  33 

:  ret  1 1.  KiiBidMMLTlte 

>  5t<OCl  :H-f>  3- 
fjaewr  54  lav  1 r*‘“- 

r  j.  •-  ssm.  Ttsto: 


E1  SO  DP.  Tna  £33.10.  CSF:  £1436. 
JWC  (2m  2 1 10yd  hdie)1  .Br»aJn(A 
»-i>.  2.  Oacfior  (4^  (aeljSj Run  to  Danto 
IS-2 1. 4»i  W.  lU  WMuS-  Tqa: C7.10.  DF 
£260  CSF: £1347. 

3.10  On  2f  toil  1,  OondooJS  McNa^.  9-U. 
2.  Headed  Hto  P-2M.  Btodi  SaemBj 
(14- ;i.  P^farwS  W  far.  3  rari  131.  »  * 
Tun*  Tfe  DO  70:  S22D.  £2-4a  D.60 
Df-  £2670  Tno:  £5630.  CSF  W-19. 

Toast  £51057  _ _ 

340  !2fT*er  TH»a  hdo)  1.  Non®  Sflmd  (w 
Grease*  Tt-AUK  RJcfaatJ  Evanses  nap),  z. 

p-J);  3  Merttem  9-n  J* 
urt  unaoianr  KlU.  JCB#ortJ  TOT 

EaSfWflMl  fi»»  W  080  Tno- 
D!)  M.  Cff- E6 1 1.  Tnesst  £2484. 
jackpoC  rw  won  (pool  o<CA82D.fiS 

carried  tonaard  to  Lomtir  today). 

Ptocepot  E8W.ro.  Ouadpot  £8330- 

Calierick  . 

Gnu  cmA  good  »  so«  «  ptoces 
1220  (ftn  MfeM.  !W2££ 

^D6»30  CSF-  B44JB1-  Tno:  D26.10. 


overall  response  to  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  recently  afforded  them 
by  deregulation.. 

Numbers  betting  and  fruit 
machines  —  flourishing  inno¬ 
vations  which  contributed  to 
more  boom  figures  yesterday, 
this  time  from  Bass,  parent 
company  of  Coral yield 
much  higher  xnai^ms  than  the 
traditional  betting  shop  staple 

of  horses  and  greyhounds. 

While  Taring's  share  of  the 
market  is  steadily  eroded, 
such  unlevied  alternatives  are 
naturally  being  .  promoted 
with  vigour. 

The  march  of  science,  meart- 
while^.is  not  restricted  to  the 
belting  shop.  Bookmakers  at 
the  racecourse  are  slowly  ad¬ 
dressing  their  antiquated  im¬ 
age.  Racegoers  at  Ascot 
recently  were  intrigued  to  find 
a  computer  processing  bets  at 
the  number  one  pitch,  run  by 
Adrian  Pa  riser.  In  the  name  of 
Sam  Harris. :  . 

A  special  keypad,  devised  fay 
BetUnk.  allows  his  derk  con¬ 
stant  screen  access  to  the 
whole  shape  of  his  book, 
showing  any  need  to  hedge  or 
change  prices.  Fran  the  punt¬ 
er's  point  of  view,  however,  the 
most  notable  difference  is  the 
betting  ticket  Printed  m  three 
seconds,  it  offers  exact  details 
of  the  wager — rather  than  the 
colourful  vouchers  that  re¬ 
main  in  general  use. 


2.00  SPTTAL  NOVICES  HURDLE  (Div  II:  £2,110:  2m)  (16  nmerc] 

1  1  BETHS  OFFER  10  (DJ)  (Lady  Hutton)  Mn  A  PhtbB  5-11-5  M  A  RtznaraM  ffiH 

2  2-  BLURRED  4SF  (BF)  (7(ttfc>  Racng  dub)  M  TanpUc  4-10-12  .  RGuat  rff 

3  0-5  CA8AUUS  17  (Sttenni  Racftq)  Mis  J  Pitman  4-10-12  ..  ..  R  Duwoody  103 

I  4  0  DESIGNER  LINES  26  (V)  (R  Star)  E  L  tons  4-10-12 _ J  F  Rdf* 

5  DRASOTS  BACK  62F  |Mn  j  Scute!)  D  Often  4-10-12  .  P  rtda 

6  F-  GEDUBE  BULL  41B  IHopsU  PabsnHp)  T  Foster  5-10-12  ...  A  Runton 

.?  4B0  GRATE  BRITISH  14  (J  Afles)  J  AUm  5-10-12 _ X  foam  SSi 

B  V  HATTA  S1MSHME  123F  (R  Kwran)  G  L  Uoora  7-10-12  _  M  Auditor  ft 

9  0-  LIT  THE  LATCH  271  (AHonfcttt  Ud)  A  TtmU  5-10-12  C  ite  ft 

10  1Q/U00-  PetfBTT  PAL  116F  pJS)  (P  BoUon)  M  J  tfcaden  6-10-12  ...  P  Hofcv  77 

11  D-P  HVEB  MONARCH  24  |B  Whitt)  R  Am  6-10-12 _  0  ftttantar 

12  2S5-4  SCOUT  AROUND  137  (laSy  Rmsm  A  T  NtU)  C  Brooto  5-10-12  6BnOer 

13  0-2P  THE  KERRY  LH56HO  1?  (T  Ur<H)  N  Dm*  4-10-12  .  „  M  Sctes  (7)  80 

14  .  &00-  ZDAC  40F  LB  Bnekml)  P  (Man  S-10-U _ B  Fertan  .  00 

15  WO  LADY  KAY-LEE  28  <C  HmM)  M  Cans™  7-10-7  .  W  MeFatwi 

19  0  LAND  OF  MYTH  30  {P  Tito)  R  Aid  4-1fr7  . . . J  Frost 

BETTING:  W  Boa  Ofler.  IM  Btorefl.  6-1  ScM  Anuid.  8-1  CMks.  10-1  fcnge  M.  12-1  Pelted  «,  16-1 
HMB  Smbav.  20-1  oflsas 

1996:  PROTON  6-10-12  A  P  McCoy  (74)  R  Ateivsl  14  an 

WSiftfT  Vi^Fr Better  Offer  beat  BanrDtomnrFffiBl  In  13-runno' novice  hutBa  M 

Hondngdon  (2m  1 10yd,  good  lo  firm]  Btorred  3  2nd  a)  7  to  Lot 
Jet  in  nance  huxBe  al  Ako(  (2m  110yd,  good  to  Arm).  Ctealus 
2®  5B>  nS  13  to  Gipsy  Geo!  to  novlte  taifle  to  tAtaster  (2m,  good  to  «m).  George  Bito  leB  in 
made)  tamUe  to  Newton  Abbot  [2m  II.  gooU)  Hatte  Sunshine  41]  6Ui  to  Rdiwen  In  mvice  hwdle 
at  Wtodsoi  (2m.  (pod  to  Am).  Parted  pal  0}|  1110  to  Shadow  Loader  m  now#  hudle  to  Newbuy 
(2m  llft/d,  g@ad  io  soft) .  Scout  Around  3!4 1 4th  to  Blazing  Arrow  in  NH  flat  race  to  Tipperary  (2m, 
good).  Zoic  beaten  a  dntance  llih  to  TaUhtoh  in  mtodeo  hurdle  to  Wmcanon  (2m,  good  to 
BETTER  (S+fcH  is  a  top  novice  in  me  raking  and  must  not  be  opposed 

2.30  BOO  STOY  HAYWARD  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£4,232:  2m)  (8  turners) 

1  E«e)  R  Hodges  10-11-11  A  Tbcctoo  128 
C  Ptoason)  P  MclioHs  B-H-7  P  HMa  128 
1  J  Cook)  R  Ihei  7-11-6  P  HMy  fiSg 
N  Hatoenoo  10-11-4  _  HA  Ftegeold  '  Izf 
Snub  8-11-4  . ..  _  R  Onmoody  133 

1  Aw  6-11-2 _  0  BrUpMK  - 

Phis)  Ita  L  Bcftanfc  9-104)  M  Rktamk  105 
Mew}  R  hfeflcw  5-104)  ..  C  Umotyi 

Long  Handicap:  Fatal  9-tB.  toshvffle  Sor  9-9 

BETTML  3-1  Sir  Daale.  7-2  Caoflem  Him.  KhdU.  5-1  Nortoem  Sataier.  8-1  Bon  Uadon;  10-1  dten. 

1998:  ZERB1AH  6-11-2  C.0TM]n  (4-5  kn)  K  Batey  4  m 

“  '  n  Sadder  211  2nd  ol  4  to  Tnfebrook  in  handicap  chase  to 
t  (2m,  good  to  sofl)  CodOsen  Haro  91 2nd  o(  3  lo  Sublime 
in  handicap  duse  to  Wanm*  On  good  to  sod).  Dew  Do 
le  to  Hiffl'nnwton  (2m  nDyri.  tpod).  KtaSd  111  2nd  to  6  to 
(2m  llOyo,  good  to  soil).  Sb  Date  beto  SHm  Tftyne  141 
Ae#etdBm(an4(,goodtofimi)  ffestwfc  Gter  HU  3rd  to 
isor  (2m.  good  la  mm)  wdh  Ffchu  (1  to  better  oBl  3fil  last 
&  Dante  Is  btoler  on  fast  ground  so  toe  unsposed  KHAUDI  is  toe  choice 

3.00  DORNEY  AMATEUR  RIDERS  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£2,887:  2m  51)  (6  lumas) 

1  /12AW  CALL  HOAC  22  (FAS)  D4  PMo)  Un  S  Edrontt  9-12-7  .  0  HcPIbI  (7) 

2  46MH0  STRONG  TARQUN  28  (D/AS)  (C  Pttrsnj  P  Ifetnlt  7-12-5  iFUzzor)  (5)  ffiS 

3  1121213  DAMAS  17  (BJ.CLS)  (Kughl  tab  Ponnentap)  M  Pfe  6-12-3  G  BtoU  p) 

4  33265D  WT  OF  A TCAJCH  15  RF.S£)  (P  Rogn)  R  Rod  1140-13  NDtoVteA0  116 

5  MO-16  NESCAF  14  (FjBl  (T  QMS)  R  Rom  7-io-H _ _  S  Daracfc  ft  115 

6  P0-43PU  AN0I1S1  COURSE  5  (&S)  (Us  CaaadHBh)  C  tern  9-10-7  Mbs  S  Boradoagn  (7)  106 

Lang  hawfcag;  Aattber  Ccwsa  1Q4L 

KTTWG:  H  Sang  T»i&fn,  3-1  Mescal  7-2  Dona.  5-1  Anofw  Ooosr  8-1 BH  »  A  Towft.  10-1  Ctol  Homa 
1996:  ACT  OF  PARLIAMENT  8-124)  R  Wdoy  (10-31  K  BaUqf  7  on 

Gal  Home  beaten  a  distance  4th  of  6  to  Karattaza  to  handicap 


Banjo,  trained  by  David  Nicholson,  has  been  installed  7-1  favourite  for  the  Coral  Welsh  National  at  Chepstow 

Pipe  entries  play  second  riddle  to  Banjo 


ONLY  two  of  the  last  seven  Coral  Welsh 
National  winners  have  not  been  saddled 
by  Martin  Pipe  —  and  they  were  Coo! 
Ground  and  Master  Oats,  both  subse¬ 
quently  successful  in  the  Cheltenham 
Gold  Cup  (Chris  McGrath  writes).  The 
sponsor  duly  featured  three  Pipe  horses 
in  its  first  four  when  opening  a  book  on 
the  gruelling  Chepstow  race  yesterday, 
after  publication  of  the  weights.  Yet  tbe 
honour  of  7-1  favouritism  for  December 
27  falls  to  Banjo,  a  former  resident  of  the 
Pipe  stable  now  with  David  Nicholson. 


Cyborgo  and  Indian  Tracker  are  then 
rated  8-1  chances,  with  Eudipe  on  9-1. 
Those  who  cannot  choose  between  them 
(or  indeed  his  outsiders.  Evangel! ca  and 
Don  Samourai)  can  have  3-1  against  Pipe 
again  emerging  triumphant 
Tbe  weights  are  headed  by  Belmont 
King  on  12  stone,  with  Cyborgo  — 
preferred  by  the  Tote  as  6-1  favourite  — 
set  list  131b  and  Banjo  list  111b.  Lower 
down  the  ratings,  the  unexposed  Indian 
Tracker  has  lOst  121b,  while  Celtic  Abbey 
must  be  of  interest  off  lOst  91  b. 


The  availability  of  Adrian  Maguire, 
who  gave  Banjo  such  a  magnificent 
winning  ride  on  his  Cheltenham  come¬ 
back.  is  likely  to  see  him  limber  up  at 
Sandown  tomorrow  —  rather  than  un¬ 
dertake  a  reconnaissance  mission  to 
Chepstow  the  next  day. 

Nicholson.  Banjo’s  trainer,  has  mean¬ 
while  decided  to  give  his  exciting  Flat 
recruit,  Zaralaska.  more  experience  of 
hurdling  in  a  low  grade  at  Leicester  today 
—  though  he  had  certainly  looked  a 
natural  on  his  Ascot  debuL 


mm 


THUNDERER 

1SL50  Jazz  Track.  1.20  Accountancy  Lady.  1.50 
Edward  Seymour.  2.20  Shining  Light  2.50 
Zaralaska.  3-20  SaRsong. 

GOING;  SOFT  SIS 

TOTE  JACKPOT  MEETING _ 

12.50  BEGDINERS  JUVENILE  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(5-Y-O:  £2,574;  2m)  (13  lumas) 

101  I  VBfTD,A07ri5(S1MPIpe114) . -  A P  McCoy  BRS 

1IC  6  W  FLHCttMUS  15  Miss  H  KrtgM  10-12  . -  JCulOty  - 

m  4  DON’T  FOOL  ME  12  P  Mooney  10-12 _ LAspelp)  109 

104  F4F0RSGN RULE 23 JJote  10-12 . . RSivjfc  70 

IIS  GRATE  TIMES  51F  J  Spearing  10-12  ...  □  J  Ximogb  (5) 

106  H  THE  G8£S  30F  l  mans  10-12 . . PCatany 

107  JAZZ  TRACK  49F  M  Pipe  10-12 _  .  CMuto 

IDS  2  WARRLM 10  C  Ftartua  10-12 _ JCtotagbn  112 

169  5F  WST  AND  SEE  42  T  HIM  ID-12 _ _ Gay  Lynns  01 

110  0 WESLETSIAD 12 D Bw Ml  10-12  - - DJBurcWffl  90 

111  WCUNAT10N 44F M BtnstaiJ  10-7 . ...jRKnragh 

112  3U MUSTANG SCALLY 7  J Ifcektf  10-7  . T&y  85 

113  ROGHEA  37F  Ate  N  Muriey  10-7 . . S  WynflB 

1-2  Veto  D'Aot,  6-1  J*Z2  luck.  10-1  Wmln.  12-1  Fortin  ft*.  16-1  rttan 


1.20  JOHN  O'GAUNT  MAIDEN  CHASE 

(£2,928;  2m  71 110yd)  (18) 

201  OH  BANK A1WUE 48 llPHran  6-11-6 _ DByms 

an /52-CDSARWR  394  K  Bate  7-11-6  MrRWMtoyft 
2034346  CROCKNAMOHtl  OK  8ndn4lB  6-11-6  ...  RMcseyft 

204  /E-P  HARDT  WEA1HB1  7  (G)  D  undtoto  B-114i _  GU|HDn 

205  0P4- JOBSA6000UN  I96N KrodersB 6-11-6 JRKnanagh 

206  0PWLANLAU98BT6am  8-11-6  — . D  J  Kavanagh  (5) 

207  34)F  MAN  OF  TW  MATO!  14  Mbi  J  Pfmn  7-1 1-4  ....  DUalry 

208  44t  IB  CafflRATlON  17  NGaato  6-11-6 .  W  Masai 

309  /OF  OUVBTS  SECRET 38  M  Pipe  7-11-6  . _...AP  McCoy 

210U34-  ORPHAN  SPA  213  G  McCUlf  6-11-6  - - DJMotM 

211 22-5  UP H)R  RAN50ME  12  (F)  lAsA  Naighlin  B-ll-6  J Supp* 

212 PM  INCH  CHAMPION 25  A  Canto)  5-11-5 . .  PCarbany 

21300-P  SHEET  UGHTNWG  fi  A  CaraS  5-11-5 _ lAAWWe  (7) 

714  OOP-  Tl€  CROOKED  OAK  229  H  Tntstm-Danes  MI-5  -  X  Jots 

215  ACCtXMTANCr LADY M  Plpi  7-11-1  ..  .  CMauda 

216  741-  CHURCHTOWN  CHANCE  2E3P  (65)  C  Popham  7-11-1 

MrLJtoW 

217  434- PO  CAP  Ea242PTRKre«y  7-11-1  —  Mr  R  Bnmr  [7)  „ 

716  20-2  WVMOW 19  kGss  H  luagta  7-11-1  _ _ JCritoy  [® 

5-1  Wimo»,  6-1  Miwrs  Start.  7-1  Band  Aremt  8-1  Cna  Fiter.9-1  gins 

1  .50  BARKBY  SELLING  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2.108: 2m  41110yd)  (16) 

301  111/  NOUADK  HUE  933  fBJrfiJS)  Mr,  N  MKWtey  7-124) 

MrASonsom 

302  0407  VASILEV  S24  IB-CJLF5)  S  Gd«Xp  9-11-73  .  R  Johnson 

303  653-  WMSIUIG  BUCK  290  (05)  8  Umtotai  9-11-11 

Usa  E  JJonss  (7)  8! 

304  0-23  EVE3D  RUFO  7  WJ)  N  inmodrt)  5-11-8 . AMapfe  V 

3ffi  5B3-  TWEE  TW  GROOM  387  K)  L  V  Dam  7-H-7  S  Utoraa  (7) 
3064072  EDWARD  SEVMOUR  14  fcBTXBfS)  W  Jfrts  10-11-5 

T  Jinks  M 


uamas  iK  3rd  ri  7  to  larodmme  in  ckamkitg  hatte  to  Ptompton  (2m  41.  kA).  B&  01  A  Touch 
beaten  a  distance  7ft  to  B  to  SEahank  Retrieves  in  hancEcap  dose  to  Haretad  (2m  3f,  good  to  soB) 
STRONG  TAROUN  raa  a  clinker  last  tone  tot  has  good  dams  on  earlier  tern 

з. 30  PANGBOURNE  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2.189:  2m  4Q  (12  runners) 

HQ  C  ftotos  6-13-1  - -  U  Berry  (7) 

l  Spence)  j  Attouto  5-H-9  M  A  tank)  107 
n  D  U  Trabaj  R  Bucttw  6-11-5  B  PowU  110 
(F  6  C  Baiy)  P  H*b=  4-11-0  G  Tonney  113 
i  C  Dp*}  Mte  C  Djsw  HMD-13  Mb*  C  Dyson 
re  PH3)  C  ItaM  5-10-12.  Mr  K  R  0T*pn  (7)  108 

0  SnWk)  6-10-9 _ R  Dumnody  108 

OBnl  R  Pl«m  5 104  - — C  Uawfyn  ik 

J  Josepb  10-10-4 - J  Gtooafch  m  3® 

0  Often  9-104  -ME  (hack  ft  lit 

■1  Urt  T  FftqM  4-104) - 0  Mdgnter  89 

IWtoe  Lnag  Ud)  S  Ktogto  7-104  L  Aspel 

Long  hawicap:  toman's  Csnwcad  9-12. 

SETTING:  4-1  Cdueften.  5-1  Starey  Prtrrt.  6-1  FMey  Wood  Come  On  teoy.  7-1  ESmcMb  Coat  6-1  totera. 
1996:  LETS  BE  FRANK  5-11-6  M  A  Ffagenid  (5-2  W  N  dance  13  ton 

и, .1-/..-1! 'J.:'-.  Dark  Stranger  71 2nd  of  7  to  Dials  to  novice  hurdle  to  Aral  (2m 

E'BBnHH  R)6ro  4f,  good  to  nmo.  BowdSta  Court  251  Tto  ol  15  to  Shadow  Leader 

in  novice  hmdle  to  Nwtwiy  (2m  1KM.  good  to  soft).  Radey 
Wood  beaten  a  fistenee  1st  ol  3  to  Danydsn  ta  hurdle  a)  Newbury  J2m  oi.  good  to  fern).  Pikte  » 
Kashmir  231 4tfi  of  ID  u  Gutterrtge  to  novice  haxfleap  hordte  to  Taunton  (2m  If.  good).  Snowy 
Petrel  beat  Gold  laice  neck  in  12-Hjnner  novice  tandkap  hunfo  al  Windsor  (2m  41,  good  to  fm). 
Came  On  Pww  1 3  2nd  el  7  to  Noble  Cotoura  ta  (andfetoi  tetoSto  al  Cheltenham  (2m  1  iflyd.  good) 
on  penutemtoa  sat  Doctdands  Courier 2MI  2ndo)  9  lo  Sam  Boctoa  in  hanftap  ludle  a)  Newton 
Abbot  (2m  if.  good  to  Him).  Caboctan  1KI  2nd  of  8  to  Cheeky  Chade  to  handicap  Unite  al 
Foiteskma  (2m  6(  110yd.  good). 

CABOCHON  must  surety  go  dose  K  reproducing  Folkestone  nimtog 


mmmmm 

Southwell 

OotngiBoml 

1.00  (2m  4f  11  Owl  hde)  1,  Crown  And 
Cushion  (L  Sutton,  7-1);  1  Sigma  VUietess 
{2D-1J,  2,  DUdy  ftjmei  p-2).  Swam  7^  hw 
10  ran  T71.  5fl-  T  Oeathead.  Tote-  £740. 
£150.  £450.  £2.00.  Of.  £5600.  Trio- 
El  19  20.  CSF:  £119.06.  Tricast  £63745. 


. . J  PartnoiBe 

. . uaafldH 

4-11-1  ....  E  Husband 
n  12-10-9  R  Thornton 
lgwtelMQ-5R  Massey  i 


kds  7-1041  ..  R  Botany 

tt . . VStanacy 

9-1041  ..  .  S  Curran 

rtk  5-10-0  W  Moratoo 
5-1  Mo  Mo.  6-1  Edwd  Seyntw.  8-1  Sotoh  ttfea  Exmss,  10-1  aftws. 


2.20  MALLARD  PAWNBROKERS  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£4,945: 2m  4)  110yd)  (9) 

401  DP-4  EDRSXM BLEU  26(05)  Use  HKMtoo  5-124)  ..  JCtJotv  141 

402  64*2  STRONG  IdKINE  23  (DJF5-S1  K  Bailey  10-12-0 


1250  C2m  hda)  1.  Audrey’s  Pnart  (P  Mweri. 
7-S).  Z  U«l  Otecord  '(1-2  lav);  3.  Reeds 
(14-1).  11  ran.  NR  I'm  S«  Here  3*L  Hit. 
Mrs  M  Ftevetey.  Tote'  £520-  £Z*0.  £1 10. 
£150.  DM250  Trm  £15-40.  CSF  £5.79. 

1 20  Cm)  1.  Atbnmtne  (Mr  0  McPfial.  13-2); 
2.  Saner  @-1):  3.  Ototbury  [10-lj.  Kwdwrn 
4-1  to/  12  run  NR-DarttJftrWOT.NtoJal.5L 
W  ft  Juckfis.  Tole-  £7.70;'  £350,  £550. 
£240  OF  £42«l  CSF  £3665  Triaast 
£46046  Trio- £8980. 

1 50  (2m  OT 1.  SBwer  Mbs  P  NNan.  3-1]:  2. 
yj»jpfla»  (11-4  lavj.  3.  Fm  The  Mem  (1 1-21  8 
ran  NR-  CkoJatton.  Ftayd  Crimson  JH.  211 
Ms  M  Revaky.  Toto:  B  40:  £1 40,  £2.10. 
?Tia  OF'  £B50.  Tritr.  £2260.  CSF'  Cl  1 18 
Trieaa  £38-19. 

Mrs  A 

B.  DF 


250  (3m  H  IIDyd  ch]  I,  Dark  Oak  (R 
Ionian.  I6-1V-2-  Ifings  Sennon-P-P).  3. 
SMwslanq  (12-1).  Fam  Leader  7-4  lav.  6 
Stflft  NOOO  Solid,  ifel.  211  J  Cujfc. 
TOT  0350;  E3.QQ,  £150.  D5a  OF; 
£2750.  TnO.  £37^0.  CSF;  £7D5t  Tncast 
£63979-  . 

tfl)!? 

(rg-ii.  SouWem  Cross  S-11  tav.  19 
SrU  51  <3  Moora.  Tow  £145(7.  £2.3a 
Stt  waft.  OF:-  £36.10.  CSF;  OOSSZ. 

Too.  £25590 

paccpot  £110.00.  Otciripot  £53.60. 


11  ran.  m  £51  D  GandcAx  Tara-.  £250; 
£1 J30,  £l  .40.  B.10  W-  £4  00  CSF:  £5  DO 
2.00  &n  41110yd  hd^  1,  Mr  Bojmfes  (D 
BridB*®er.  11*10  ji4av:  Tlmeirawer'B  up 
ratogV.  2.  &espray  (11-10  e-l art;  3.  Knock 
Star  (66-1).  9  ran.  di.  51  I  Wteamo.  Tom- 
£270. 040.  £1 00.  £16 30  OF: Cl 20  Trio- 
£26  BO,  CSF:  £238. 

£30  (2m  4(  IlOyd  OT  1,  Attar  TTie  Fox  (R 
Greenn.  3-1),  2.  MgTi  AJBBUte  K-l);  1 


MrR  Waktay  (5)  144 

DJUfittn  118 
_  PNtaen  147 
BAMagufee  144 
RJohBOn  135 
C  Webb  (5)  143 

IborrAm  (3)  Q® 
PCrtary  144 
i  Lad.  H  Strong  Ugrt.  5-1  Saong  MM  lose.  7-1  Rustic  Air.  6-1 
to.  ttasrj  10-1  Seadftoga,  12-1  tthm. 


2.50  KNIGHTON  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(£2,784: 2m)  (TO) 

501  1  ZARALASKA  12 QXS) D NHvboo 6-11-5 _ AMagufe  QS5 

502  P0-  CASHAPLENIY13F  NUHmtMbi  4-10-12  Mkiato  Branan  (3)  W 

503  COIOTSS  P0B1TB1 15?  J  Eu4a«  4-10-12  .  ...  SltotteA 

504  GFTBtK  1Q8F  N  BktqB  5-10-12  - RSofflUe  - 

505  5P-0 IIKMWG  DANQfa  10  K  Bridgvtoa  4-10-12  R  Massey  (3)  107 

506  OPATFWCTONBOT26f  Wilfians  4-10-TZ  —  EHkJhhI  0)  - 

507  PFUffi  AIR  8  Mrs  Cfkcte  5-10-12.. - .VSMary  - 

508  VtAHfiA  SAMIS  27F  J  Dtftep  4-10-12 - APlkCay  - 

MB  03  mUASGnSSftnoteSw  7-10-7  - S  Wynne  117 

510  IA0T  SU(  17F  Mss  J  Craze  S-10-7 . . _0Paas 

1-eZrokaka.  M  VMft«Enta.l4*l  Cmvcss Prose.  Cm  Maggy.  50-1  nbn 

3.20  WALTHAM  CONDITIONAL  JOCKEYS  HANDICAP 
HURDLE  (0343: 2m)  (4) 

a>1  SUT*  DUBLIN  TREASURE  398  IttS)  J  Nerite  5-U-lO  E  Waghro  - 
HEP20FH£ET  CADET  25  (VJOF.GJ5)U  Pipe  6-11-7  ..  GSupnfe  fKH 

603  2521  ttSSUN DOB 533 ffl^S IWlor 5-11-4..,.  ..CWOT  - 

604  5/0- SAUSOHBABPD^J  Write  MM - -W»  - 

i-5  Ftaer  Cadrt.  7-2  Dubbn  Trsaure.  4-1  tiesaun  Dora.  M  Stoang. 

BLWKEFED  RRST  TIME-  Leicester  1^0  Edward  Seymour. 
Ungfletd  Perk:  1.10  rtghlatad  Lord.  1.40  Tartan  Parly  3.10 
Aegean  Sound.  340  GSde  Pam.  Windsor-  2.00  Designer 
Lines  • 


|  HWGF1ELD  PARK 

THUNDERER 

12.40  Time  To  Fly.  1.10  Batchworth  Belle.  1.40 
Flying  Colours.  2.1 0  Whispered  Melody.  2.40  Secret 
Spring.  3.10  Friendly  Brave.  3  AO  Mr  Fortywinks. 

GOING;  STANDARD  SIS 

DRAW:  5F-1M,  LOW  BEST _ 

12.40  BEAMISH  BLACK  HANDICAP 

(Div  I:  £1,944;  6f)  (9  runners) 

1  1004  SHARP  B4P  2  (BJ»J)R  Fftws  7-UWI  .  .  A  dark  4 

2  2305  TIC  TD  H.Y  10  (B  DI  B  Murray  4-9-6  Dean  IfcKaown  5 

3  20-0  SHARAZAMATAZ 21  Khray 3-^-0  — -  Cuwthap)? 

4  6000  CHPSTEAD  BAY  74  k  Um  3-8-12  .  CSctoyl 

5  2S05  TACHYCARDIA  16  |CD Jl  R  ffSulhan  54-10  .  D  Biggs  8 

6  0060  UUAGEPUB 17 (BlKrinninghntftwn  3-6-8  RFbenchPIB 

7  0833  RWBt BZHSN 5 (D.Sl W U &ctoxme V6-3  AUcCanhy (7> 3 

8  0000  KBJCENA  LADY  28  J  Fm  3-68  . .  DOfteaZ 

9  5040  MU-ARFUK 17  (V.D.S)  6  OldrwiJ  9-7-10  ..  P  Doe  (7)  9 
11-4  Snaro  tan.  7-C  Tiroe  To  Fly.  9-2  Bijw  Ensign.  6- 1  laeftyearta.  7-t  Vltage 
ft*.  6-1  Shaazang&L  10-1  Otcdol  3av  25-1  ottusi. 

1,10  BECKENHAM  WORKING  MENS  CLUB 
MEDIAN  AUCTION  MAIDEN  STAKES 

(2-Y-O  £2.294: 6D  (10) 

1  DO  H6HLAIID  LORO  41  (31 M  Fdtwmm-KUer  9-0  F  Norton  6 

2  683  HOPEFUL  STAR  24  (BF)  Say  XeUemy  98  _  A  Whelan  (3)  3 

3  0  LANDRFUN  17  H  CtfJmpidfle  W) _ ....  M  Remner  ID 

4  0  ARANA  19  D  Hyde  6-9  .  M  Fenton  4 

5  042  BATCHWORTH  8ajJ  9  (BR  EWhertw  69  SCareor  (7)1 

6  00  TEVERSOIF  PRMCESS  72  T  Naugieon  6-9  . ACbrt,9 

7  22  MSSED  THE  CUT  62  R  tenon  8-9  .  . .  R  Hughes  6 

8  0023  MUJA'S  MAGIC  16  K  hmyB-9  ...  CUwtto  p)  2 

9  05  PEARLY  QUEEN  19  GBimt,  6-9 . D  O'Shea  7 

ID  5  PWCtDUS  PWNCESS  2D  B  Guea  M  .  RHitnch  |3)5 

4- 5  Uesed  The  CuL  7-2  BaUwrti  Beflf.  6-1  Hooelul  S to  10-1  Wim"5  Magic. 
i?-l  Piedous  Pmcess.  25-1  HnrnjoK  Princess.  Pearly  ftieen.  .<3-1  wtar, 

1 .40  COURAGE  COCKEREL  UMfTED  STAKES 

(£2.294:  2m)  (11) 

1  0540  COLOUR  COUNSSlOT  16  (8.F.G1  R  Fkwer  J^-5 

UWOTmll 

2  0143  FATHER  DAN  6  (BF.C.F.G)  Gay  Kdteuay  6-9-5 

JlWtoison(7)3 

3  /004  CHMBORAZO 59 B McMafll 69-3  .  ,  PMcCabei3)5 

4  MO  aPRESmflnE1BGEfto9W4-M  . HOayT 

5  000  RAGAMUFFW  ROIS0 10  H  CoOngndge  S-9-3  .  MRrnirwl 

6  0210  REHAAB  21  (V3F.C/)  Ms  B  Sanders  4-9-2  R  Rrench  p)  8 

7  6424  RDS£0F6UNN9(BFJLF.ElBftaUng69O  R  Perfam  10 

8  1105  BE  TRUE  9(F)  EL  Moore  3-6-11  .  .  .  CrortyMarrisI 

9  0002  SIGNED  AND  SEALS)  9  (B)  C  Cper  3-0-9  .  .  TVtHtonsG 

10  0000  TARTAN  PARTY  16  (V)  W  Udr  3-6-9  ..  C  Lowtw  (3)  2 

11  0051  FlYMG  COLOURS  9  (CO)  C  Seated  3-8-8  .  .  ACtot9 

5- 2  FWog  Coioors.  4-1  Paw  Dan.  5-1  Signed  Ana  Seated  7-1  Retrod.  Be  True. 

8- 1  FtaS*  01  Qar.  16-1  Ctanbaam.  20-1  Others 

2.1  0  COURAGE  LEWES  FILUES  HANDICAP 

(£2,956: 1m)  (12) 

1  2210  MOON  FAIRY  106  (F»J  6  Smjte-Ostawr*  3-9-12 

5  Motwreft  12 

2  3001  WHISPERED  MELODY  IS  (C  j)ft  J  Atotacs  4-9-6  ACbri.4 

3  0000  SHANGHAI  UL  153  (CO)  M  Reheracn-Gotfley  5-9-1 

f  Norton  10 

4  6606  LADY GOOVA  111  M Poigtase 38-13  .  MRtamerZ 

5  0030  MAYFLOWER  10  W)  M  idnsttB 3-6-7 _ DEh«.1 

6  6004  0X8ANE  6  ff)  C  Dwyer  3-6-5  .  _  . AWhefcn(f)8 

7  600-  MCANDESCENT  495  A  P  Jones  3-8-1 _ M  Henry  pj  9 

B  0000  MOGM 195  0  T  HanTOKn  4-6-0  ..  R  Ftrendi  (3)  11 
9  0306  SQUARE  UIJ  UBS  17  N  Bern  4-7-10 _ N  Cart*  6 

10  0060  H7D0EBT  6  (EXIJPBtoiro  4-7-10  ..  ..  R  BnsJaad  (7)  3 

11  0056  AMELIA  JAW  21  L  Montague  tel  3-7-10  -  PMOuknftS 

12  -OOQ  UZUiMlOl  jfaV7-10 .  Otrstrea? 

9- 4  Whspered  Melody.  7-2  (Hnne.  8-1  toyflewer.  Sorore  Uie  Uu.  10-1  Moon 
Fary.  12-1  lady  Godna  Into  DeU  14-1  otien 

2.40  COURAGE  MAIDSTONE  CONDITIONS 
STAKES  (£3.355;  1m)  (5) 

1  -361  SECRET  SPftNG  1BJ  (CDfl  P  Hedger  5-9-3  fi  Ftrsnch  (3)  3 

2  4503  AOIARNE  9(05)  C  Breton  iR-12  .  .  .  WJ0tonnw2 

3  0814  LIONIZE  19  (BJXr£)  Mrs  J  Cect  4-8-12  - W  Ryan  4 

4  1004  PMERttKE  LAD  28  (OF.OJJ  Eyre  7-B-12  ....  ftLareTOI 

5  4004  STOPPES BROW 33 (BjC^S) G L Mom 5-8-12  -  AUM 5 

2- 1  Secret  Sgreig.  n-4  Lemlze.  31  Sioppes  Bran.  9-1  Adome.  Pne  ftdge  lad 

3.10  BEAMISH  BLACK  HANDICAP 

(Div  II:  £1.944: 61)  (9) 

1  4056  FRIENDLY  BRAVE  16  (B£.D,F,S)  Gajr  Keleray  7-10-0 

AWbeteD(3)2 

2  6020  MC5TER  RAIDER  5  (B.CILF)  E  Wnrete  5-10-0  BDltary(7(8 

3  0001  SURE  TO  DREAM  21  (CD)  R  nebpe  *-W  ....  R  Patron  3 

4  3001  LUCYMTHESKY 2 (8.0 B Show 3-6-13 (7ei|  NCartote? 

5  0030  DURABLE  GEOflfiE  9  J  ftiOger  3-6-n - -  D  Biggs  9 

E  0020  AEGEAN  SOUND  6  (BD.G)  k  Any  3-8-9  .  .  .  FNortOfi  1 

7  0380  TICKA  TtCKA  TMN6  10  (V,D)  B  Murray  4-6-4 

DwiMthownb 

8  0520  BELBAY  STAR  138  ffl)  J  Ejie  4-6-1  .  ..  ,  T  WBams  5 

9  0000  WUJ  NETTLE  28  J  ft»  3-7-12 .  D  CTSllM  4 

3- 1  Lucy  ta  R*  Sky.  7-2  Fnenth  Bn*.  9-Z  MOT  Raatti.  M  Sure  Ip  Dram.  6- 
1  Aegean  Sound.  Better  Star.  14-1  DujtJt  George.  ZD-i  arms. 

3.40  EASTBOURNE  WMC  AMATEUR  RIDERS 
HANDICAP  (£1,999: 1m  4f)  (9) 

1  5330  ROURMTAME  26J  (BF JLF.E.S)  W  tew  6-1 1-7  RPo*s(7)5 

2  0342  VRB0IAN 6 JFjRStBW  J-10-13  ..  Uss S Samuarti  (4)  6 

3  0000  GLOE  PATH  6  (B.D.F.G)  J  Jenkrc.  8-10-13  0rUtomMi4 

4  2241  MR  FORTYWHtS  13  (D.G1  J  Em  3-10-lD  Mbs  D  Jones  1 

5  4038  NOSY  NATIVE  10  filJUS)  J  Pearce  4-10-4  MreLPura7 

6  OCOO  SHADS)  38  S  Don  3-9-10 -  .  _  Rtas!|4)3 

7  4000  FCUfMTft  12J  J  S  Meere  3-WJ _ Ura  S  Moore  14)  9 

B  0033  DONT  DROP  BOMBS  6  (V.CD.F.G)  R  MtDfen  8-9-7 

Us&JMden2 

8  OftO  PROFESSION 206 Eirtftl6-M _  lift M EolaM (7) 8 

11-4  Vreonn  te  ForbWts.  5-1  DmIDw  Bomfcs.  Nossy  Naetoe  7-i  bUwr 


SQUASH 


SSreena.  3-1).  Z.  AftSUte  B-M;  1 
Jsscn's  Boy  CM  lav)  B  ran  fflftN 
KauA*-Tato.&3iO.C2J»,E1 50  DPC7.TO 
CSF:  Cl  5  35. 

3JM  (3m  110yd  OT  1.  Lovable  Outmv  (P 
uidOTy.  10-1);  2,  Owns  Quest  ffi-11;  3, 
Pearfa  Chora.  (0-1).  Maybe  OGndv  mem 
lav.  11  ran.  3. 1991  Mss  M  Rowtond.  T«a- 
£14  80;  casg.  ES.BO.  Eim  DF:  £41.40. 
tno:  E1B7  00.  CSF:  £8129.  TitaBC  £487.12. 
130  (3m  hde)  1,  Ftanqer  Stoene  lA  Triotn- 
ton.  2-1  tort;  2.  CamBsFtock  ffl-i):  3,  Sykwi 
SaOT  f3-1|.  ?  ran.  a  201  G  Ffarro.  Tow 
a  60; bi  6o,a.6o  dp.  Etaea  csf.  cjss; 

PlMVpgt:  £15?  JO.  Ouadpot:  £3121 


WINDSOR:  Trakiars  C  Brooks.  G  winners 
tram  28  runrws,  23.186;  T  Foster,  4  tom 
IS.212%.  D  Gandollo.  51ram  23, 21.7%;  N 
Hendsraov  9  (ram  42.  21  4%.  P  Hobbs.  6 
bom  35. 17.116,  A  TumeU,  8  from  34. 176%: 
J  Grftord.  5  from  30, 16796;  M  Pipe.  4  from 
26.  IS.4%,  JoUonk  M  A  Fttaatol,  11 
winners  from  67  notes,  19.3%:  J  Ttoay,  5 
tram  35.  14^%;  R  Duwoody,  4  from  SB. 
136*;  M  Rchasss,  10  tram  83. 120%;  G 
Bradley,  5  tori 43,  lii>%:  P  GaflMher,  5 
tram  42, 11 9%:  PHtcte,3fram28,Tl^ 


LEICESTER:  Tranenc  N  Gasetae.  6 
winners  (ram  14  runners,  4295k  N  Henctef' 
son.  7  liom  24, 262*;  □  MctioJson,  14  horn 
5i .  27.5%;  I*3S  H  Knight,  5  from  1 9. 26.3%, 
N  Twreton-OaMiG.  8  tram  31,  258%;  M 
Pipe.  18  tram  77. 23  4*;  J  MseJc«,  4  tram 
35. 16.0*.  Jockeys:  C  LteweGm,  9  wmnts 
tram  44  rides.  20  5%.  A  McCoy.  8  keen  41, 
19  856;  A  Maguire,  14  Irom  73,  192%;  W 
Mara  on.  9  bom  65,  13.8%;  R  Jobneon.  3 
tram  34.  125%.  J  Karan«n,  3  tram  2S. 
12.0%:  T  Bey,  4  from  40. 10.0% 


UNGF1ELO  PARK:  Trams:  G  CWrayd  3 
winners  from  8  rimners.  37  5%:  Mrs  J  Cod, 
7  Irtim  4f.  Ifi  7%;  M«5  G  Kcteway,  33  Irom 
199. 16.6%:  C  Brnian.  34  from  217. 15  7%: 
L  Montague  Hal.  15  From  97. 155%:  J  Eire. 
12  kom  BI.  14.0%  Jockeys:  C  Lowito.  7 
winv^him33n[iefc.212%.JWaiTrrion.6 
hwn  34.  17.6%.  W  Rvan.  36  from  211 
17.1%:  P  McKeown,  2S  frtxn  138.  16  7%: 
Mgs  J  Fatten.  4  tram  26.  15  4%.  S 
Whrworth,  Ji  from  3®.  13.7%.  ft  Ffrcncrt,  S 
1mm  80. 13  3%. 


Fitz-Gerald 
drops  in 
to  make  her 
point 

By  Colin  McQuiuan 

BROXBOURNE*S  decision  to 
sign  Sarah  Rtz-Gerald,  the 
women's  world  champion,  for 
occasional  appearances  when 
they  lost  P&ier  Marshall  to 
Armourcoior  Priorv  at  the 
start  of  the  SRa' National 
League  season  paid  off  this 
week  when  she  clinched  rheir 
match  against  Hartridge 
Chichester  to  take  them  to  the 
Top  of  group  B  and  a  probable 
semi-final  place  in  the  new 
year. 

The  28-year-old  from  Mel¬ 
bourne  agreed  to  share  the 
women's  fifth-string  berth  at 
Broxbourne  with  Fiona 
Geaves  and  Stephanie  Brind 
behind  an  unspectacular  but 
hard-working  men's  squad, 
bolstering  the  team  when  her 
Wispa  World  Tour  travels 
brought  her  within  reach  of 
league  matches. 

This  week,  in  between 
winning  the  Monte  Carlo 
Classic  and  heading  to  the 
world  doubles  championship 
in  Hong  Kong,  she  combined 
with  Broxboume'5  lower- 
order  men  at  Chichester  to 
compensate  for  the  defeats  of 
Rodney  Durbach  and  Julian 
Wellings. 

Her  efficient  4-9. 94),  9-5, 9-5 
dismissal  of  Linda  Charm  an 
proved  decisive  after  wins  by 
Stuart  Cowie  over  Lee  Drew 
and  Chris  Tomlinson  over 
Mike  Harris. 

“I  am  a  bit  tired,"  she  said. 
“Monte  Carlo  was  my  tenth 
title  of  the  season  playing  on 
four  continents,  and  I  took  a 
couple  of  bearings  along  the 
way.  too.  I  started  slowly  here 
but  managed  to  find  my 
rhythm  as'the  march  devel¬ 
oped." 

For  Peter  Gunther,  the 
Broxbourne  manager,  her 
presence  was  crucial.  ,“It  is 
uplifting  for  everyone  to  have 
a  player  of  such  obvious 
quality  and  status  appearing 
as  one  of  the  team"  he  said.  “It 
is  inspiring  to  play  alongside 
the  world  champion." 

Gunther  added:  “I  think  it 
(the  victory)  probably  ensures 
our  semi-final  place  when  I 
look  at  the  remaining  opposi¬ 
tion  in  the  new  year.  Sarah  is 
going  home  for  Christmas  but 
she  will  be  back  in  Europe 
next  year  for  the  vital  stages  of 
the  National  League." 

At  the  halfway  stage  in 
group  A,  DufDeld  displaced 
Pbners  Bar,  the  champions,  at 
the  top  of  the  table,  with  a 
narrow  win  over  Hallamshire 
that  finished  on  a  tense  first- 
string  decider.  At  Edgbaston. 
Priory  —  without  Marshall  — 
won  5-0  against  an  llkley  side 
in  which  Cassie  Jackman 
moved  up  from  the  women’s 
siring  lo  play  at  fourth  string 
against  Jonathan  Kemp. 

Ryan  ready 
to  spring 
a  surprise 

DEREK  RYAN,  the  Irish 
champion,  finds  himself  with 
an  unexpected  opportunity 
for  wider  faihe  in  the  quarter¬ 
finals  of  the  Mahindra  Inter¬ 
national  challenge  here  in 
Bombay  today  (Colin 
McQuillan  writes). 

The  beneficiary  yesterday 
of  a  sudden  surrender  to  the 
local  diet  by  Martin  Heath,  of 
Scotland,  his  second-round 
opponent,  Ryan  progressed 
via  the  walkover  to  meet  a 
dearly  unsettled  Jansher 
Khan. 

The  top-seeded  Pakistani, 
28.  has  personal  problems. 

.  health  and  fitness  worries  in 
the  aftermath  of  tonsillitis, 
and  insecurities  about  play^ 
mg  here  in  a  largely  Hindu 
city  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent  Muslim  sports¬ 
men  on  the  sub-continenL 
All  of  these  shadows 
danced  with  Jansher  last 
night  as  he  dealt  spasmodical¬ 
ly  with  a  heartening  challenge 
from  Dan  Jenson,  die  promis¬ 
ing  Australian  world  Noli. 
In  the  first  two  games, 
Jansher  looked  every  inch  the 
top  seed,  clipping  the  bails 
into  the  nicks  and  moving 
with  precision,  in  the  third 
game,  however,  hesitancy 
entered  his  play  and  Jensen 
found  gaps  to  anack.  He  took 
the  game  on  a  tie-break  and 
stood  at  10-10  in  the  fourth. 
But  Jansher  took  up  the  pace 
and  penetration  through  the 
last  five  rallies  to  clinch  the 
69-minute  match  15-1,  15-11, 
16-17, 15-10. 

Ryan  watched  with  interest 
Once  before,  in  a  league 
match,  he  had  met  Jansher 
and  became  one  of  only  15 
men  to  have  defeated  the 
Pakistani  in  the  past  decade. 
Another  such  conclusion  to¬ 
day  could  lake  Ryan  to  a 
semi-final  against  either 
Jonathon  Power,  the  No  3 
seed,  of  Canada,  or  Byron 
Davis,  of  Australia. 


Results,  page  46 
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48  SPORT 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  DECEMB^ 


No  easy  pickings  as  time  arrives  for  guessing  to  stcj 


Marseilles  gave  us 
Cantona,  and  gave 
France  the  contaminat¬ 
ed  glory  of  Bernard  Tapie,  whose 
money  bought  the  European  Cup. 
So  what  now  awaits  England, 
Scotland  and  30  others  at  the 
world  Cup  draw  tonight  in  ihis 
intriguing  Mediterranean  part? 

The  playing  field  is  level.  People 
ran  look  for  sinister  arrange¬ 
ments,  for  socalled  groups  of 
death,  or  for  easy  pickings  . . .  but 
they  cannot  really  second-guess 
what  will  come  out  of  what  is 
transparently  the  most  equitable 
system  that  Fifa  has  devised. 

Just  as  the  seedings.  whether 
England  approved  or  not,  were 
perfectly  proper,  so  the  new  format 
of  separating  countries  by  geogra¬ 
phy  rather  than  arbitrary  second, 
third  and  fourth  seedings,  makes 
the  main  draw  equally  so.  it  may 
have  the  trappings  of  absurd 
theatre,  it  may  resemble  the  glitzy 
wrapping  around  a  short  message 
inside  a  Christmas  cracker,  but 


tonight  has  all  the  makings  of  a 
decent  lottery. 

Swilling  around  the  harbour  is 
intrigue,  phobia,  fantasy.  Yet  what 
is  the  point  of  speculating  on  "best- 
case  scenarios?"  England  are 
about  to  realise  their  fate,  and  it  is 
a  shallow  observer  who  would 
deem,  for  example.  Romania,  Ja¬ 
maica  and  Iran  as  easy  prey. 

The  Romanians  are  rightly  seed¬ 
ed  —  they  were  competitive 
through  to  die  last  eight  in  1994, 
they  were  rampant  in  qualifying, 
and  while  their  stars  may  be  long 
in  the  moth,  the  first  round  is 
precisely  when  you  would  not 
want  to  catch  them.  The  same 
remark  applies  to  Iran,  who  are 
not  technically  in  the  same  class, 
not  experienced,  but  are  likely  to 
be  running  on  almost  religious 
fervour  in  the  early  matches. 

The  seedings  announced  on 
Tuesday  upset  England  because 
some  felt  that,  haring  beaten  Italy 
to  qualify,  the  Italians  had  no  right 
to  be  favoured.  How  so?  Italy  were 


the  unbeaten  runners-up  in  the 
last  World  Cup.  They  won  at 
Wembley  and  only  drew  against 
England  In  Rome,  and  they  then 
qualified  via  the  predetermined 
back  door  of  play-offs. 

As  for  the  main  competition,  it  is 
true  that  the  World  Cup  has 
expanded,  yet  that  affords  each 
team  a  50-50  chance  of  reaching 
the  second  round.  Moreover,  the 
expansion  fulfils  the  promise  that 
Joao  Havdange,  the  Fifa  presi¬ 
dent,  made  when  he  was  voted  into 
power  almost  25  years  ago  on  the 
generosity  of  African  voting.  He 
said  then  that  he  would  do  all  in 
his  power  to  raise  that  continent  ta 
world  standards,  that  he  would 
send  them  coaches,  finance,  and 
eventually  places  at  the  top  table  of 
international  football. 

They  are  here,  and  Nigeria,  in 
particular,  has  the  force,  the 
ability,  the  courage  that  belies 
African  disorganisation 
attributes  that  no  one  in  their  right 
mind  will  be  happy  to  be  drawn 


ROB  HUGHES 


applauds  Fifa's 
level  playing-field 


against.  They  could,  the  Olympic 
champions,  be  World  Cup  semi¬ 
finalists,  if  only  they  can  hire  a 
manager  and  arrange  some  prepa¬ 
ratory  games. 


Certainly,  teams  from  Africa. 
Asia  and  the  Caribbean,  could 
rouse  themselves  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  any  first-round  opponent 
who  was  complacent.  Better  that 
than  the  old  shameful,  contrived 
goalless  draw  with  which  Austria 
and  Germany  each  qualified 
through  the  opening  round  of  1982 
in  Spain. 

Better,  surely,  that  there  are 
memories  of  the  way  Cameroon  so 
cheekily,  so  athletically  and  so 
meritoriously  outwitted  Argentina 
in  the  first  match  of  1990.  Here 
was  a  side  of  innocence,  making 
the  best  of  their  day,  and  in  the  end 
it  was  harmless  fun  because 
Argentina  reached  die  final  of  that 
World  Cup.  losing,  to  Germany. 
So.  form  really  is  temporary,  and 
dass  is  permanent. 

This  evening,  as  the  names 
tumble  out.  it  must  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  football  is,  increasingly, 
a  lingua  franca.  Everyone  is 
entitled  to  hope,  everyone  should 
felieve  in  the  efficacy  of  this  draw. 


and  everyone  will  have  rime  to 
prepare  for  their  known  opponents 
next  summer. 

Speaking  of  opponents,  there 
has  been  rapid  response  to  the 
disclosure  in  The  Times  yesterday 
that  Pel£  would  attend  the  pre¬ 
draw  match  between  Europe  and 
the  Rest  of  the  World,  but  not  be  at 
the  ceremony  itself.  It  could  hardly 
be  expected  that  the  Queen  would 
react  so  swiftly  as  to  award  him  an 
honorary  knighthood  yesterday 
morning,  but  the  disdaimer  from 
Sepp  Blatter,  tire  Fifa  general 
secretary,  that  there  was  cause  to 
regret  Eva’s  attitude  Cowards  “Sir 
Pel6”  was  par  for  the  course. 

Pde,  insisted  Fifa,  would  be  in 
the  VIP  tribune  at  Stade  Velo¬ 
drome  for  the  football,  and  there 
was  nothing  to  read  into  his 
absence  from  the  draw. 

Pel*  himself  reiterated  that  he 
would  be  at  the  football,  and 
would  watch  the  draw  on  tele¬ 
vision.  "It  is  not  a  problem  for  me 
not  to  be  at  the  draw,"  he  said.  “If 


the  president  J  Havel  a  r? 
embrace  me.  I  wouI| 
away.  I  respect  him,  j 
done  many  things  for. 
was  16."  So  all  was  i! 
harbour  front  , 
Not  quite.  Lennart 
Che  head  of  the  * 
organising  committed 
declared  runner  ^ 
Havelange  as  Fifa  p» 
June,  said:  “Pele  is\ 
greatest  personalities  •; 
ory  of  foorball,  and  wd 
star,  but  is  still.  arauni 
an  idol  for  millions! 
never  happen  again  | 
excluded  from  such 


football  event." 


.1 


Last  night  Fifa  deniq 
had  been  barred  front, 
“He  is  invited  as  Minis!, 
for  Brazil  and  will  be  I 
enclosure,"  Blatter  said. 

Did  I  say  there  we 
trigues?  Not  in  the  draw 


Pelt’s  knighthood. 
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Imbalance  engenders  concern 

Women  coaches 
in  urgent 
need  of  kick-start 


Among  the  great  mys¬ 
teries  of  sport,  there 
is  none  stranger  than 
the  case  of  the  miss¬ 
ing  woman  coach.  How  is  it 
that  when  more  girls  and 
women  than  ever  are  taking 
part  in  a  wider  range  of  sports 
than  ever,  the  woman  coach  is 
still  the  rarest  of  sporting 
oddities? 

It  is  not  that  they  cannot  do 
it.  There  are  no  better  coaches, 
male  or  female,  than  Fenny 
Chuter  in  rowing  or  Sue 
Slocombe  in  hockey.  It  is  not 
that  they  do  not  want  to  do  it 
This  week,  Vanessa  Hard¬ 
wick.  32,  has  come  out  of  a 
bitterly  fought  legal  battle 
with  rhe  Football  Association 
with  E5.000  in  her  tracksuit 
pocket. 

She  won  a  sex  discrimina¬ 
tion  claim  after  failing  a 
coaching  course  at  Lilleshall. 
Hardwick  was  there,  along¬ 
side  the  former  Liverpool  play¬ 
er,  Sammy  Lee.  and  sometime 
Tottenham  Hotspur  player, 
Paul  Allen,  and  actually 
gained  better  grades  on  rhe 
advanced  section  than  both  of 
those  former  professionals. 
Yet  they  passed  and  she  failed. 

In  fact,  only  two  women 
have  ever  passed  the  course, 
while  some  1,500  men  have 
collected  the  certificate  — 
including  the  former  England 
coaches,  Terry  Venables  and 
Bobby  Robson. 

Hardwick,  who  coaches  and 
plays  for  Burnham  Ladies, 
says  she  will  be  back  on  the 
course  next  year  and  hopes  to 
ger  a  job  coaching  women 
players  in  the  United  States. 

Women's  football  is  reck¬ 
oned  to  be  rhe  fastest  growing 
sport  in  Britain,  but  Hardwick 
despairs  at  the  dearth  of  top- 
class  women  coaches.  She 
believes  that  coaches,  both 
male  and  female,  suffer  from  a 
lack  of  respect  in  Britain  and 
fears  thar  we  will  fall  far 
behind  Italy,  Norway  and  the 
United  States  unless  we  train 
more  women  coaches. 

There  has  been  a  long 
history  of  hostility  to  women 
in  sport.  They-  have  smashed 
their  way  through  barrier 
after  barrier,  but  they  have 
still  failed  to  capture  their 
share  of  prizes  in  coaching, 
management  and  administra¬ 
tion. 

The  problem  goes  back  a 
lung  way.  The  founder  of  the 
modem  Olympic  Games.  Bar¬ 
on  Pierre  de  Coubertin,  was 
always  opposed  to  women  in 
sport.  It  was.  he  said,  "against 
tl\e  laws  of  nature"  He  once 
described  women’s  toboggan- 


BRYANT’S 


ing  as  "the  most  inaesthetic 
sight  human  eyes  could  con¬ 
template".  Forty  years  alter 
the  start  of  the*  modem  Olym¬ 
pics,  de  Coubertin  was  still 
against  them  taking  part  un¬ 
less  it  was  to  “crown  the 
victors  with  laurels**. 

Others  at  the  top  shared  his 
views.  In  1936.  Aveiy  Brun- 
dage,  later  to  become  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  International 
Olympic  Committee  (a  post 
that  he  held  until  1972}.  said:  "I 
am  fed  up  to  the  ears  with 
women  as  track  and  field  com¬ 
petitors  . . .  their  charms  sink 
to  something  less  than  zero." 

It  was  not  surprising  that 
coaching  came  to  be  dominat¬ 
ed  by  men  and  many  of  them 
shared  the  view-  of  Perry 
Cerutiv.  the  training  guru  who 
inspired  Herb  Elliot,  Austra¬ 
lia’s  greatest  miler. 

"Any  sport  for  women," 
Cerutiy  said,  "should  have 
been  kept  to  the  Victorian  era 
when  nobody  took  it  seriously. 
Tlwir  efforts  are  ridiculous 
and  sometimes  lowering  when 
compared  with  the  perfor¬ 
mances  of  men." 

In  defiance  of  such  views, 
women  continued  to  force 
their  way  into  sport,  but  the 
statistics  that  tell  of  their 
increasing  participation  also 
reveal  a  sorry  imbalance  when 
it  comes  to  coaching-  At  the 
I9SS  Olympics  in  Seoul,  far 
instance'.  66  per  cent  of  the 


Hardwick.-  legal  battle 


competitors  were  male  and  34 
per  cent  female,  yet  92  per  cent 
of  the  coaches  were  men. 

Sue  Campbell,  the  former 
director  of  the  National 
Coaching  Foundation  who 
now  runs  the  Youth  Sports 
Trust,  said:  “There  are  plenty 
of  women  coaching  at  grass¬ 
roots  leveL  but  there  is  a 
definite  lack  at  mid  and  high 
levels  of  coaching.  To  be  fair, 
soccer  and  rugby  are  trying  to 
do  something  about  it,  but  it 
wont  happen  overnight. 

“Women  get  involved,  but 
they  dont  often  go  up  the 
coaching  ladder.  It’s  not  just 
male  prejudice,  it’s  more  often 
family  commitments. 

"It  wont  end  unless  we  are 
proactive.  At  leisure  centres 
you  will  find  creches  for 
women  who  want  to  do 
aerobics  or  dancing.  We  need 
the  same  sort  of  support  for 
women  who  want  to  go  into 
coaching  and  administration. 

"Women  have  broken 
through  in  commerce  and 
industry,"  she  said,  "but  in 
sport  where  the  old  blazer 
brigade  still  rule,  they  hit  the 
glass  ceiling. 

She  said:  "One  of  the 
worst  things  is  that  we 
have  no  fast-track 
system  to  turn  our  top 
sports  women,  and  men.  into 
great  coaches.  Instead,  we  let 
them  slip  through  our  fingers. 
It  is  crazy  ro  lose  someone  like 
Sally  Gunnell.  We  should  be 
able  to  take  athletes  like  her.  in 
the  sunset  of  their  careers,  and 
bring  them  in  to  coaching. 

“It  is  what  used  to  happen  in 
the  old  Soviet  Union.  There 
you  would  go  straight  from 
being  the  world  record-holder 
to  coaching  the  next  world 
record-holder." 

In  Ireland,  they  do  things 
differently.  Dublin  boasts  a 
motorcycling  nun.  Sister  Liz 
Smyth,  who  is  also  a  qualified 
boxing  coach.  Aral  she  is  not 
alone. 

“Half  the  population  of  the 
country  are  women."  Brendan 
O’Conaire,  the  director  of 
coaching  of  the  Irish  Amateur 
Boxing  Association,  said.  “All 
mothers  are  women  and,  very 
often,  it  is  the  mothers  who 
have  the  greatest  influence  on 
youngsters  when  it  comes  to 
choosing  a  sport  It  would  be 
ludicrous  to  exclude  women." 

Ludicrous  indeed,  but  in 
this  country1  we  still  have  a 
long  way  to  go  before  sport 
catches  up  with  the  coaching 
nun  on  her  motorbike. 

John  Bryant 


Colin  Montgomerie  plays  from  beneath  the  Montgomerie  won  the  event  last  December  in 
trees  on  the  1st  hole  at  the  Gary  Player  a  playoff  against  Ernie  Els.  who  is  the 
Country  Gob  course  yesterday  daring  the  favourite  this  year.  Nick  Faldo  and  Ian 
ProAm  before  the  Million  Dollar  Challenge,  Woosnam  are  the  other  Britons  in  the 
which  begins  today  in  Sun  City,  South  Africa.  12-strong  field.  Photograph:  AUsport 


SWIMMING 

Russia  on  brink  of  total  ban 


A  RECENT  spate  of  positive 
drug  tests  could  exclude  sev¬ 
eral  leading  swimmers  from 
the  world  championships  in 
Perth,  Australia,  next  month, 
while  Russia  is  on  the  brink  of 
becoming  the  first  nation  to  be 
suspended  en  masse  from 
international  competition. 

Fma.  the  international  gov¬ 
erning  body,  would  make  no 
comment  yesterday  on  reports 
that  three  Russians,  two  of 
them  European  champions 
and  the  other  a  European 
championship  silver  medal- 
winner.  have  been  excluded 
from  their  national  team  after 
testing  positive  for  an  anabolic 
steroid. 

However,  a  Fina  source  told 
The  Times  that  officials  were 
investigating  "several  other 
positive  tests  from  other  coun¬ 
tries  apart  from  the  Russian 
three  and  one  swimmer  who 
faces  a  four-year  suspension 
for  three  no-shows  in  out-of¬ 
competition  testing".  One  of 


By  Craig  Lord 

the  positive  tests  is  said  to 
have  been  provided  by  “one  of 
the  very  biggest  names  in  the 
sport".  The  positive  tests  are 
said  to  have  been  provided  by 
swimmers  from  "a  mixed  bag 
of  countries". 

The  Russian  federation  con¬ 
firmed  yesterday  that  it  had 
excluded  from  the  national 
team  Natalia  Mesheryakava, 
the  European  50  metres  free¬ 
style  champion  and  record- 
holder,  Olga  Kochetkova,  a 
European  silver  medal- 
winner  in  the  4  x  100  metres 
medley  relay,  and  Vladimir 
Pyshnenko.  a  European  gold 
medal-winner  in  the  4x200 
metres  ti _ _ tyle  relay. 

Ail  three  are  coached  by 
Andrei  Zelenyaev  and  are  said 
to  have  tested  positive  for  an 
anabolic  steroid.  Gennadi 
Aleshin,  president  of  the  Rus¬ 
sian  federation,  said  that  sus¬ 
pensions  would  follow. 


“regardless  of  a  Fina  hearing”. 
The  matter  will,  nonetheless, 
go  before  Fina*  doping  panel. 

Significantly,  the  samples 
were  taken  by  out-of-com peti¬ 
tion  testers  at  a  training  camp 
in  October.  They  would,  there¬ 
fore,  have  been  Fina  tests.  If 
four  swimmers  from  one  na¬ 
tion  test  positive  within  a 
12-month  period,  Fina  can 
suspend  the  whole  nation 
from  international  competi¬ 
tion  for  up  to  four  years. 

In  Australia.  Gennadi 
Touretski,  coach  to  Alexander 
Popov,  of  Russia,  the  Olympic 
and  world  champion  in  the  50 
and  100  metres  freestyle,  said 
that  the  news  from  Russia  was 
grim.  “If  one  more  Russian 
produced  a  positive  test,  could 
Alex  swim  for  the  United 
Nations?"  he  asked. 

Cornel  Marculescu.  director 
of  Fina.  said  yesterday:  “We 
have  no  comment  to  make  at 
this  time.  We  will  try  to  solve 
these  matters  prior  to  Perth." 


RUGBY  LEAGUE 

Workington 
win  fight 
for  league 
survival 

By  Christopher  I  rvine 

THE  consortium  behind  the 
takeover  of  Workington  Town 
has  persuaded  the  Rugby 
Football  League  (RFL)  not  to 
expel  the  Cumbrian  club.  A 
meeting  of  the  Rugby  League 
Council  yesterday  voted  to 
keep  the  club  within  die 
league  structure  and  also 
indicated  that  the  financially- 
ailing  Keighley  Cougars  could 
take  part  in  an  anticipated 
19-team  competition  below  the 
Super  League  next  year. 

Before  file  meeting  at  Sal¬ 
ford,  the  administrator  at 
Keighley  took  out  a  temporary 
injunction,  which  prevented 
die  Council  from  making  any 
direct  derision  aboutthe  dub’s 
future  and  die  suspension  of 
its  annual  allocation  from  the 
£4.7  million  allotted  to  first 
division  dubs  from  the  central 
Super  League  pot 

Without  the  funds  and  a 
benefactor,  such  as  the  one 
Workington  have  found, 
Keighley,  whose  debts  exceed 
£1  million,  will  find  it  difficult 
to  compete  next  season.  None¬ 
theless,  when -the  Pilfer  and 
Second  Division  Clubs  Associ¬ 
ation  meets  today  to  consider 
the  precise  structure  of  a 
merged  division  below  the 
Super  League.  Keighley  will 
be  induded. 

The  one  dub  definitely  out 
next  season  is  Present  Pan¬ 
thers,  forced  into  administra¬ 
tion  having  struggled  along  in 
eight  different  guises  since 
1922.  The  club  actually  applied 
to  have  its  membership  of  the 
RFL  withdrawn  without  a  vote 
by  delegates  from  the  31 
member  dubs. 

Sir  Rodney  Walker,  the  RFL 
chairman,  said  “a  line  was 
being  drawn  under  those 
dubs  frho  go  into  administra¬ 
tion  or  enter  a  creditors’ 
voluntary  arrangement".  In 
future,  they  could  expect  their 
Super  League  handouts  to  be 
suspended.  Given  the  parlous 
state  of  dubs  revealed  by  the 
accountants  KPMG  this  week, 
there  will  be  several  nervous 
finance  directors. 

A  consortium  led  by  Bill 
Dobie,  a  former  national  rally 
champion,  who  took  over  the 
ailing  Workington  dub  this 
week  persuaded  the  RFL 
board  .of  directors  to  lift  its 
exclusion  threat  and  release  its 
Soper  League  funds.  “I  under¬ 
stand  there  were  some  absten¬ 
tions  in  the  council  meeting, 
but  nobody  voted  against  us." 
Dobie  said. 

The  reborn  Oldham  dub, 
after  the  liquidation  of  Old¬ 
ham  Bears,  made  its  first 
signings  —  John  Hough,  the 
Warrington  Wolves  hooker, 
and  Darren  Robinson,  a  half 
back  on  the  Bears’  register  last 
season. 


BOXlN-i 

Malori 

i 

defend 
campai  j. 
from  h: 

By  Sri  kumab  S- 

BOXING  00  KRESPO^ 

OVER  the  past  four  y 
poster  advertising  He  j" 
ham’s  bout  with  i 
Pazienza  at  Wembley 
on  Saturday  has  been 
some  concern  and  eml; 
ment  for  boxing’s  luni  ■ 

Those  not  in  tune  w 
poster's  style  recoiled  i 
yesterday  when  Frank 
oney  staged  a  press  conf, 
to  publidse  die  contest .  ' 

The  poster,  under  the  •» 
ing  “The  Taming  Of 
Devil",  depicts  Pazienza; 
named  the  Pazmanian  V.  . 

after  the  fierce  Tasm  ! 
marsupial)  as  a  crazed  ir.  i 
of  hdl,  holding  the  se^. 
heads  of  two  women.  wK\  : 
saintly  Graham,  naked  ex-  ; 
for  his  belt  and  gloves.  It*  :  . 

on.  ■ 

If  Maloney  had  not  been;  . 
promoter  but  an  artist,  til 
picture  might  have  had  son  ■ 
surrealistic  appeal,  but  as  • 
bating  paster,  it  was  puerile 
and  offensive. 

Maloney  explained  that  he 
has ’arrived  at  his  strategy 
after  seeing  Evander  .Holy- 
field  using  religion  to  sell  his 
bout  with  Michael  Moorer.  “I 
saw  religion  doesn't  go  with 
violence,  but  sex  and  violence 
do,"  he  said.  The  press  confer¬ 
ence  was  another  crude  exer-  ^ 
rise  in  presentation  involving  fj 
scantily  clad  women  and  pan¬ 
tomime  gimmicks. 

Even  boxing  die-hards 
squirmed  in  embarrassment 
as  Pazienza,  of  the  United 
States,  entered  with  a  man 
dressed  as  the  devil,  and 
Graham,  in  a  circus  show¬ 
man's  outfit,  came  in  with  a 
priest  to  the  accompaniment 
of  Gregorian  chants.  The  box¬ 
er  had  little  to  say  except  to 
exchange  a  few  blue  jokes  and 
the  usual  fight  cliches. 

It  was  a  pity  that  the  contest 
was  promoted  in  such  an 
infantile  manner.  The  match 
is  an  excellent  one  and  needs 
little  hype,  but  Maloney  de- 
fended  his  production,  saying: 
"What  have  I  done?  I  am  a 
promoter  and  my  job  is  to 
promote.  It's  good,  clean  fun. 
Anyone  who  doesn’t  like  this  is 
not  living  in  the  real  world. 

They  have  a  problem,  not  me." 

Frank;  Warren,  who  an¬ 
nounced  that  Joe  CaLzaghe. 
the  World  Boxing  Organis¬ 
ation  super-middleweight 
champion,  would  be  defend¬ 
ing  his  title  on  January  24  in 
Cardiff,  was  right  when  lie 
said:  “When  you  link  sex  to 
boxing  and  call  it  sex  and 
violence.  1  think  you  Ye  lost  the 
plot  somewhere  along  the  line. 

It  makes  it  very  difficult  to  get 
blue-chip  sponsorship  for  box¬ 
ers  when  the  sport  is  given  an 
image  like  that." 
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.Answers  from  page  46 

HE1MWEH  j  .  .  .  _ 

(b)  Home-sickness.  The  German  word,  equivalent  to  the  Greek 
nostalgia.  "The  Swiss  art  remarked  ID  haw  a  Distemper,  which  they 
call  I  be  Hemvic.  a  desire  of  going  home,  and  wherever  they  are  in 
Sertire  they  get  leave  to  rctorn  IQ  their  Canton  at  least  once  m  Some 
Yearn,  and  certainly  desire  to  Dye  thcre- 

KISSAR 

(c)  The  ancient  African  hr*.  An  adaptation  of  die  eoftoquial  Arabic 
fdsar.  "Kissar  (Greek  kitkarah  bowl  lyre  of  East  Africa. 

the  undent  Greek  Ivra.  still  found  m  Ethiopia.  Sudan,  and  Uganda. 
The  body  is  shallow,  of  wood,  covered  with  a  sheepskin  membrane 
laced  to  the  back  of  the  body." 

MV  RAJ  I 

(a)  In  early  imperial  Japan,  one  ofthe  hereditary  toks  for  afamily  or 
dan  who  daimed  their  descent  from  other  gods  than  ttie  dmne 
ancestors  of  the  emperor.  The  Japanese  word  for  “great".  “It  became 
■»-  custom  to  describe  the  more  important  members  of  a  dan  or 
corporation  by  the  name  of  thar  hereditaiy  office  or  by  some 
honorific  title  granted  by  the  court.  Thus  wr  bare  murOJU  which 
means  leader  of  a  group." 


KLEYWANG 

(a)  A  single-edged  Indonesian  sword.  An  adaptation  of  the  Malay 

kelcwaitg.  _ 


SOLUTION  TO  WINNING  CHESS  MOVE 

Bd  v  is  derisive  as  if  2  RxHT  fl*  3  Kd  Nc2*  4  Kfl  Rdl  is  checkmate.  If  2 
f£  S  threat)  2  ..  RxhS  3  Bfo  Re*  and  Black  will  win 


TENNIS:  BORG  AND  McENRQE  TO  MEET  IN  NOSTALGIC  ALBERT  HALL  REMATCH 

Legends  providing  senior  service 


THE  Albert  Hall  makes  an 
appropriate  venue  for  the 
game's  legends  competing  In 
tiie  Honda  Challenge  Senior 
Tour  of  Champions,  which 
gets  under  way  today.  John 
McEnroe  and  Bjorn  Borg  lead 
a  cast  that  should  enthral 
spectators  at  London’s  princi¬ 
pal  bastion  of  nostalgia. 

Also  making  light-hearted 
appearances  are  Greg 
Rusedski  and  Tim  Henman, 
who  are  both  engaged  in  the 
doubles.  Rusedski,  allied  with 
Peter  McNamara,  a  multiple 
winner  of  the  Wimbledon 
doubles  title,  today  opposes 
Henman,  partnered  by  John 
Lloyd,  the  former  Great  Brit¬ 
ain  No  1.  The  two  Britons  have 
raised  the  tournament's  pro¬ 
file.  bur  the  main  attraction  Is 
the  presence  of  two  veterans 


By  Julian  Muscat,  n 

who  collectively  captured 
eight  Wimbledon  singles 
championships  in  nine  years. 

McEnroe,  38.  and  Borg,  41, 
are  to  renew  a  famous  rivalry. 
Their  showdown  tomorrow 
marks  the  first  time  that  they 
have  met  in  Britain  since 
McEnroe  ended  Borg's  streak 
of  five  successive  Wimbledon 
titles  in  1981.  For  rite 
thirty  somethings  and  beyond, 
the  meeting  of  these  two  giants 
will  revive  memories  of  a 
golden  era  in  the  sport. 

McEnroe  and  Borg  are  in 
the  same  round-robin,  group, 
which  is  completed  by 
Guillermo  Vilas  and  Lloyd. 
The  second  group  comprises- 
McNamara,  Henri  Leconte. 
Johan  Kriek  and  Mansoor 


Bahraini.  The  last-named,  of 
Iranian  extraction  but  now 
based  in  Paris,  is  reputedly  the 
finest  trick-shot  exponent  the 
game  has  seen. 

The  tour  has  recently 
evolved  into  a  worldwide  trav¬ 
elling  circus  for  the  game's 
former  stars.  Borg.  Leconte. 
Vilas,  Kriek  and  Bahrami  all 
played  a  similar  event  in 
Germany  last  week,  when 
Borg  —  as  British  audiences 
came  to  expect  during  his 
record  Wimbledon  reign  — 
emerged  triumphant  After 
winning  each'  of  his  three 
round-robin  matches,  die 
Swede  brushed  aside  Kriek  in 
tite  final  to  record  his  sixth 
tour  title. 

McEnroe,  for  his  part. 


arrives  in  London  after  recov¬ 
ering  from  a  foot  injury  that 
has  kept  him  off  the  court  for 
nine  weeks.  He  has  been 
active  on  the  tour  for  two 
years,  although  his  services  as 
a  plain-speaking  television 
commentator  are  in  great 
demand.  McEnroe  has  mel¬ 
lowed  since  his  on-court  histri¬ 
onics  and  brilliant  natural 
talent  combined  to  make  him 
one  of  the  biggest  draws  in 
sport 

The  tournament’s  formal 
requires  each  player  to  contest 
three  round-robin  matches  in 
as  many  days.  The  winner  of 
each  group  progresses  to  the 
final  wi  Sunday.  Matches  are 
decided  over  two  complete 
sets,  with  a  sudden-death 
tie-break  deciding  matches 
locked  at  one  set  apiece: 


Newcombe  rules  cup 
changes  out  of  court 


JOHN  NEWCOMBE.  the 
Australia  Davis  Cup  captain, 
said  yesterday  mat  he  opposed 
most  options  being  considered 
by  the  International  Tennis 
Federation  (TIT)  for  streamlin¬ 
ing  the  competition. 

The  ITF  is  concerned  that 
the  Davis  Cup  is  becoming 
unwieldy  and  that  the  length 
of  matches  is  not  helping 
television  coverage. 

Brian  Tobin,  the  ITF  presi¬ 
dent.  said  that  modifications 
being  considered  induded 
shortening  matches  to  the 
best-of-three  sets  instead  of 
five,  making  provision  for  tie- 
breaks  in  every  set,  induding 
the  last,  and  even  using  one 
-  service  instead  of  two.  The 
-competition  has-  increased 
each  year  to  the  point  where 
nations  will  compete  for 
the  Davis  Cup  in  1998. 


Tobin  said  that  one  idea  was 
to  have  a  world  group  with  14 
countries  instead  of  16.  with 
the  champions  and  runners- 


ine  com  petition  is  g 
ing,  almost  to  the  extent 
it’s  difficult  to  manage."  T 
said  in  Gothenburg, 
Sweden  had  whitevvashet 
United  States  5-0  to  takt 
trophy  at  the  wedusnd. 

But  Newcombe  said  tiu 
was  strongly  opposed  tc 
wjanges  being  considi 
“Best  of  three  sets  is  too  > 
for  something  as  importa; 
the  Davis  Cup  and  one  se: 
instead 'oE  two  is  a  joke  ii 
opinion.  But  a  rie-b 
on  every  set.  [  don’t 
a  oroblem  with  that,” 
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London  calling 
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expected  to  make  an  official 

appro^h  for  fey  Harford,  the 

West  Bromwich  Albion  man¬ 
ager,  today  and  the  indica¬ 
tions  arc  that  he  will  take  un 
*e  offer  to  move  id  LoW 
Road. 

fcissra'rs! 

prise  promotion-chasers  on  a 
convinced 

Cnns  Wnght.  the  Rangers 
airman,  that  he  is  the  ideal 
candidate  to  lift  them  out  of 
the  Nationwide  League  foa 
division. 

Wright  delayed  any  ap¬ 
proach  until  after  QPR-s 
game  against  Norwich  City 
last  night  bur  he  is  expected  to 
act  quickly  in  the  hope  of 
luring  Harford  to  Loftus  Road 
in  tune  for  the  home  game 
against  Sunderland  on  Sat¬ 
urday. 

West  Bromwich  will  de¬ 
mand  compensation  for  the 
loss  of  the  former  Blackburn 
Rovers  manager,  but  the 
amount  of  money  they  receive 
will  be  considerably  less  than, 
they  might  have  expected 
because  Harford  has  yet  to 
sign  a  contract 
A  clause  insisting  that  he 
live  within  25  miles  of  the 


Bv  Matt  Dickinson 

Midlands  chib  —  his  family 
home  is  in  north  London  — 
initially  caused  a  delay  in 
agreeing  a  deal  and  the  con¬ 
tract  has  remained  unsigned 
ever  since,  despite  the  efforts 
of  Tony  Hale,  the  West 
Bromwich  chairman:  to.  per¬ 
suade  him  to  put  pen  to  paper. 

Harford,  .who  came  dose  to 
being  appointed  at  Sheffield 
Wednesday  ahead  of  Ron 
Atkinson,  is  unlikely  to  turn 
down  the  chance  to  move  to 
London  and  the  opportunity  to 
flex  more  financial  muscle  in 
his  attempt  to  secure  promo¬ 
tion  to  the  FA  Carling  Pro 
miership.  While  he  has  turned 
West  Bromwich  into  a  well- 
drilled  team,  there  is  for  more 
scope  at  QPR.  where  the  likes 
of  John  Spencer,  Trevor  Sin¬ 
clair  and  Gavin  Peacock,  have 
extensive  -  Premiership 
experience.' 

Aston  Villa  must  play  their 
Uefa  Cup  third  round,  second- 
leg  tie  against  Steaua  Bucha¬ 
rest  next  week  without  their 
first-choice  goalkeeper.  Mark 
Bosnich. 

The  club  has  been  told  that 
the  Australia  international  is 
needed  by  .his  country  for  the 


Dunford  to  FA 


By  Russell  Kempson 


GEOFF  DUNFORD.  die  vice- 
chairman  of  Bristol  Rovers,  is 
to  be  reported  to  the  Football 
Association  for  making  scath¬ 
ing  remarks  about  Kevin 
Lynch,  the  referee,  after  the3-0 . 
defeat  against  Wigan  Athletic 
in  the  Nationwide  League 
second  division  match  at 
Springfield  Park  an  Tuesday 
night.  Dunford  was  angered 
by  the  display  of  Lynch,  who 
sent  off  five  players  —  four  <rf 
them  from  Rovers. 

Lynch.  45,  an  area  sales 
manager  from  Knares- 
borough.  north  Yorkshire,  de¬ 
clined  to  discuss  the  game 
yesterday  but  is  believed  to 
have  included  Dunlbrd'S  own- . 
merits  in  his  report  to  the  FA. 
Dunford  was  unrepentant  yes¬ 
terday.  “It’s  possible  that  we 
will  be  brought  up  on  a 
disrepute  charge  and  I  would 
welcome  that,"  he  said.  ‘I 
would  be  glad  of  any  opportu¬ 
nity  to  pur  our  case  forward. 
The  evening  was  reduced  to  a 
farce,  the  ref  seemed  to  want  to 
make  a  name  for  himself.” 

Rovers  had  David  Pritch¬ 
ard,  Andy  HUson.  Josh  Low 
and  Jason  Perry  dismissed, 
while  Wijgan  lost  Graeme 
Jones.  It  is  rally  the  second 
time  in  the  J09-hisrory  of  the 
Football  League  that  five  play¬ 
ers  have  been  sent  off  in  a 
senior  match.  Rovers  also  now 
share,  with  Hereford  United, 
the  dubious*  distinction  of  the 
record  number  of  players 
from  one  side  tube  ordered  off 
in  90  minutes. 


Ian  Holloway,  the  Rovers 
player-manager,  was  also  un¬ 
happy  at  Lynch's  approach. 
“People  pay  money  to  watch 
football  not  referees,”  he  said. 
“TVe  never  known  a  nightlike 
it  and  don't  ever  want  to  see 
another.  I’D  fight  the  decisions 
any  way  lean.”  r 

Peter  WHIis,  a  spokesman 
for  the  Referees'  Association, 
said:  "Everyone  is  entitled  to 
their  opinions  but  I'm  sad¬ 
dened  when  dub  officials 
make  public  statements,  espe¬ 
cially  straight  after  a  game. 
They  have  an  avenue  to.  follow 
if  they  are  not  satisfied." 

Although  It  appears  certain 
that  die  FA  will  act  over 
Dunford ’s  remarks,  and  will 
probably  also  take  a  dimview 
of  the  confrontation  between 
Jones  and  Perry r  as  they 
walked  to  the  dressing-rooms, 
Rovers  are  unlikely  to  be 
punished  as  a  chib.  The  dis¬ 
missals  arose  from  separate 
inddents.  not  a  mass  brawl. 

Of  more  concern  to  the  FA, 
on  a  night  when  ten  players 
.wereisderedc^mtiieNatirai- 
wide  League,  were  the  scenes 
near  flic  end  of  Luton  Town’s 
second  division  game  against 
Gillingham  at  Kenilworth 
Road.  All  22  players  became 
involved  in  a  fracas,  Matthew.' 
Biyant,  foe  GiUingham'- -de¬ 
fender,  was  dismissed,  and 
Bedfordshire  police  Later  inter¬ 
viewed  1%  Onuora,  the  Gil¬ 
lingham  striker,  after  it  was 
alleged  foal  he  assaulted  a 
-spectator. 


Korn  steps 
down  as 
chairman 
of  Forest 

IRVING  KORN  yesterday 
conceded  defeat  in  his  battle 
to  stay  as  chairman  of  Not¬ 
tingham  Forest  Korn  .was 
last  week  asked  to  resign  by 
the  dub’s  new  owners,  but 
initially  said  he  would  not  go 
unless  he  was  sacked. 

At  a  routine  meeting  of  the 
Forest  board,  however,  be 
bowed  to  foe  new  owners’ 
request  but  will  continue  as  A 
director-  Korn  had  been  chair¬ 
man  since  October  ©Hast  year 
and  In  a  prepared  statement 
said  yesterday:  "1  took  over 
the  club  at  a  very  difficult  time 
and  sincerely  believe  I  have 
served  the  dub  as  well  as  any 
other  chairman." 

Meanwhile-  Reg  P01* 

Boh  Fairftal!  who,  along  with 
Korn  are  the only  «««» 
from  the  board  that  deoded  to 
nut  thcdubiipforsatemore 
than  a  year  ago, 

.L.j.  on  the  roresi 


their  place 
board- 
Wayne 


foe  Forest 
Luton 


wavnc  Turner.  ~— 
Tmvn’S  former  chief 
walked  ont  rf 
Road  after  turning 
Jcmative  employment  with 
the  \atkmwfcte  League  sec¬ 
ond  division  dub.  who  last 
week  demoted  him  from  the 
Jetton  he  had  hdd  for  two 

ytT£nicI*»TOKs.fe^ 
manager,  andcr F***®? 
after  a  poor  tun  tfftniM 
has  left  his  ream 
near  ihe  bottom  of  foe  ^ 
demoted  Turner  as  ™ 
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FA  unlikely 
to  gain 
extra  Cup 
tickets 

THE  Football  Association  will 
lobby  the  world  governing 
body.  FSfa,  in  an  attempt  to 
gain  more  World  Cup  tickets 
for  England  supporters.  How¬ 
ever,  Lancaster  Gate  officials 
were  wanted  last  night  that 
they  are  unlikely  to  get  a 

dispensation. 

Under  the  rules  of  France 
98.  competing  teams  will  each 
receive  20  per  cent  of  foe  ticket 
allocation  far  any  match. 
Wh3e  the  newStade  de  Erance 
las  a  capacity  of  80.000.  and 
Marseilles's  Stade  Vfilodrome 
room  for  more  than  60,000, 
the  Geoffrey  Guichard  Stadi¬ 
um  in  St. Etienne  holds  only 
36.000.  That  would  allow  Eng¬ 
land  just  7,000  supporters. 

-The  England  Members 
Cub  has  27,000  members," 
Steve  Double,  foe  FA  spokes¬ 
man,  said.  “Since  we  qualified 
we’ve  received  200  calls  a  day 
from  people  wanting  tickets. 
The  sad  fact  Is  that  a  lot  of 
people  are  going  to  be 
disappointed." 

•  However,  Keith  Cooper,  a 
Fife  spokesman,  said  that 
there  would  be  no  leeway. 
“The  strict  rules  are  that  every 

country  vvill  receive  20  per  cent 

of  foetideets  available  for  their 
matches.  Surety  foe  Fbotball 
Association  does  not  want  us 
to  create  security  problems  by 
raking  tickets  from  here  and 

*Orre  possible  solution  would 
be  for  matches  involving  Eng¬ 
land  to  be  switched  to  bigger 
stadiums,  an  option  laid  down 
in  foe  France  98  ratebook. 


Fife-backed  Confederation 
Cup  in  Saudi  Arabia,  which 
starts  on  December  12. 

The  summons  means  that 
Bosnich  will  miss  the  match 
at  Villa  park  on  Tuesday  as 
well  as  Villa's  Premiership 
game  with  the  leaders, 
Manchester  United,  at  Old 
Trafford  an  December  15. 

Terry  Venables,  foe  Austra¬ 
lia  coach,  has  also  called 
Harry  Kewdl,  of  Leeds  Uni¬ 
ted,  Stan  Lazaridis,  of  West 
Ham  United,  Southampton's 
Robbie  Slater,  foe  Portsmouth 
pair,  Craig  Foster  and  John 
Aioisi.  and  Tony  VIdraar,  of 
Rangers. 

Venables,  in  his  role  as 
Portsmouth  chairman,  has  be¬ 
gun  discussions  with  foe  first 
division  dub's  financial  advis¬ 
ers  after  rt  was  revealed  foat 
players  and  staffwere  not  paid 
their  wages  last  month  and 
that  renovation  work  on  the 
Frattan  End  stand  had 
stopped. 

Colleen  Jordan,  a  dub 
spokeswoman,  said  foat  the 
shortfall  was  because  of 
money  still  owed  from  the 
transfers  of  Lee  Bradbury  to 
Manchester'  City  (£3  million) 
and  Deon  Burton  to  Derby 
County  (£15  million). 


Harford,  centre,  has  a  bawl  in  what  might  prove  to  be  his  last  match  at  West  Bromwich,  against  Manchester  City  on  Tuesday 
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Referee  is 
punished 
over  tackle 
on  Irwin 

SANDOR  PUHL,  the  referee 
who  failed  lo  punish  Paul 
BosvelL  foe  Feyenoord  mid- 
field  player,  for  an  appalling 
tackle  on  Denis  Irwin  in  the 
Champions'  League  match 
against  Manchester  United  in 
Rotterdam  last  month,  has 
been  barred  from  taking 
charge  of  further  European 
dub  matches  this  season  (Rob 
Hughes  writes). 

This  unprecedented  action, 
effectively  striking  off  a  refer¬ 
ee  For  negligence,  came  yester¬ 
day  from  the  Uefa  referees’ 
committee  after  It  studied 
reports  of  the  blatant  kick  on 
Irwin.  Feyenoord  substituted 
Bosvelt  while  Irwin  was  treat¬ 
ed  for  ligament  damage  that 
may  keep  him  our  until 
Christmas. 

A  Uefa  statement  said: 
“Sandor  PuhL  who  failed  to 
inflict  the  appropriate  sanc¬ 
tion.  will  not  be  assigned  any 
Uefa  matches  this  season.” 

The  European  governing 
body  fell  short  of  punishing 
the  perpetrator.  However, 
Uefa's  response  is  a  brave  one 
given  foe  status  of  PuhL  who 
refereed  the  1994  World  Cup 
final,  the  1996  European 
championship  Anal  and  the 
World  Cup  play-off  between 
Australia  and  Iran  in  Mel¬ 
bourne  last  Saturday. 


£•>71 S£°C. 


2Lho( 


^ VAUXH ALL 

jSUr 

FHAWCC98 

Good  luck  England  in  today’s  World  Cup  Finals  Draw. 
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unable  to 
halt  freefall 

From  Michael  Henderson  in  Rawalpindi 


IT  WAS  a  lovely  day  for  a 
beheading.  The  sky  was  a 
milky  blue  and  when  the  sun 
burnt  off  (he  mist,  and  the 
outline  of  the  Murree  Hills 
became  dearer,  framed  b>’  the 
morning  haze,  the  warmth 
suggested  late  autumn  rather 
than  early  winter. 

So  far  as  West  Indies  were 
concerned,  though,  it  was 
bleak  midwinter,  and  has 
been  far  some  little  time.  In 
their  world  the  ground  is 
barren,  the  roots  have  with¬ 
ered  and  the  trees  are  bare.  If 
an  old  man  had  come  by  yes¬ 
terday  and  ground  out  a  tune 
on  his  hurdy-gurdy,  the  scene 
would  have  been  complete. 

It  serves  no  purpose  to 
berate  West  Indies  for  this 
latest  surrender,  which  was 
signalled  when  Pakistan  rook 
the  four  remaining  wickets  in 
50  minutes  to  earn  victory  in 
this  second  Test  by  an  innings 
and  29  runs.  The  seam  of 
adjectives  has  been  thorough¬ 
ly  mined  and  there  are  few 
words  left  that  convey  the 
poverty  of  this  performance.  It 
was  really  rather  sad. 

To  their  credit,  neither 
Courtney  Walsh,  the  captain, 
nor  Clive  Lloyd,  die  manager. 


SCOREBOARD 


WEST  MDES:  find  tnrmgs  303  IS 
Chanderpod  95.  S  L  Cwnpbe*  7a  A*ar 
Matimood  4  tar  531 

Second  Irvings 

S  L  Campbell  b  MusWaq . & 

PA  WaDaoelbwbWaqa - - 8 

SCWUamc Arhat  bWaamAtaam  .  1 
B C Lara c and b Wasfm Akram  ...  .  -  I 

C  L  Hooper  not  out . .73 

SChanderpaul  b*  b  Wasm  Ataam  . ..  7 

to  WKarm  rtn  out _ _ _  ...  0 

I R  Ektapruiout _  _ _ ....  S 

F  A  Rose  cMusfitaq  bW&wn  Akram  6 

*C  A  Walsh  run  oul-  .  . . ...a 

CEL  Ambrose  b  Waqar _ -0 

Extras  (nto  7} _  ....  .__7 

Total _ 139 

FALL  OF  WICKETS  1-9.  MO.  MS.  4^7. 
SW69B.  7-112.  8-126.  9-138 
BOWUNQ:  Wasim  Ataam  14-842-4:  Waqar 
Youris  I2-CM4-2:  Short)  AkMar  7-3-21-0: 
Azhar  Uahtmod  2-1-40;  Mushtaq  Ahmed 
6-3-28-1 

PAKISTAN:  Fkst  Imtags  471  (huamanuA- 
Haq  1 77.  Aamir  Sohal  1 80:  C  A  Welsh  5  tar 
143) 

Man  ol  the  much:  kcamam-ui-Haq 
Umpires-  □  R  Shepherd  [EngtengQ  and 
Javed  AkNar  (Mostan) 


Tucker  gives  England 
youngsters  the  edge 


JOE  TUCKER,  the  Somerset 
fast  bowler,  took  two  late 
wickets  to  put  die  Nat  West 
England  Under-19  team  in 
control  at  the  end  of  the  first 
day  against  Western  Cape 
Academy  here  in  Cape  Town 
yesterday  (John  Stern  writes). 

Tucker,  who  was  selected 
Grom  the  squad's  reserve  list  to 
cover  for  the  absence  of  Owais 
Shah,  the  captain,  during  the 
early  part  of  the  tour,  had 
David  Barns  and  Andrew 
Loynes  caught  behind  by  Nick 
Wilton  in  the  last  hour  of  a  day 
that  saw  the  start  delayed  by 
4h  hours  to  leave  Western 
Cape  six  down  for  134  at  the 
dose. 

Western  Cape  won  the  toss 
and  chose  to  bat  on  an  uneven 
pitch.  They  were  under  pres¬ 
sure  from  the  moment  that 
Richard  Logan,  of  North- 
mptonshire,  trapped  Justin 


De  Nobrega  leg-before  for 
nought  with  die  last  ball  of  the 
first  over. 

Logan  completed  a  superb 
opening  spell  of  two  for  nine 
from  nine  overs  before  giving 
way  to  Tucker,  whose  first 
spell  was  widketless.  Paul 
Franks,  the  captain,  took  the 
third  wicket  in  the  first  over 
after  tea  with  a  ball  find  kept 
low  and  Chris  Schofield,  the 
Lancashire  leg  spinner,  had 
Alwyn  Hanekom  caught  at 
short  leg  by  Stephen 
Peters. 

□  England's  one-day  squad 
had  a  four-hour  session  of  net 
practice  and  fielding  drills  in 
Lahore  yesterday,  a  day  after 
their  arrival  for  two  warm-up 
games  against  Pakistan  A  in 
the  build-up  to  the  Sharjah 
tournament  next  week. 

Scoreboard,  page  46 
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offered  a  defence.  Rarely  have 
sportsmen  spoken  so  frankly 
about  a  game  in  which  they 
were  involved.  It  was  as 
though  both  men  warned  to  do 
penance  for  their  team's  hu¬ 
miliation.  though  in  fairness 
do  befit  there  was  little  more 
they  could  have  done:  Walsh 
bowled  heroically  here,  again, 
and  Lloyd  had  no  say  in  the 
selection  of  this  touring  party. 

“It  was  a  terrible  perfor¬ 
mance,"  Lloyd  said.  To  say 
they  are  playing  bad  cricket  is 
being  nice  to  them.  That  was 
one  of  the  best  Test  pitches  I 
have  ever  seen.  To  see  it  on  the 
last  day  was  a  credit  to  the 
groundsman.  It  is  unbearable. 
It  is  difficult  to  put  into  words. 

“When  you  are  playing  fey 
your  country,  you  must  have 
pride.  Otherwise  you  should 
not  be  there.  If  this  continues, 
then  the  selectors  must  take 
note  and  pick  some  new 
players.  We  have  built  our 
reputation  as  fighters.  Our 
cricket  was  built  on  purpose, 
application,  dedication  and 
pride.  We  have  lost  that.” 

Walsh  was  no  less  honest  "I 
am  from  the  old  school  and  1 
expea  to  see  some  pride  in 
performance."  he  sard.  "We 
are  not  showing  it  at  the 
moment.  It  was  a  major  dis¬ 
appointment  not  to  be  able  to 
save  the  game  on  a  pitch  like 
that.  It  is  beginning  to  lode  a 
bit  pathetic  and  drastic  mea¬ 
sures  will  have  to  be  taken." 

Asked  how  many  more  de¬ 
feats  like  that  he  could  counte¬ 
nance,  Walsh  said:  "Not 
many,  if  any.  I  don't  warn  to  be 
in  charge  erf  a  team  that  plays 
like  that.  It's  a  question  1  will 
have  to  ask  myself  and  it’s 
something  the  selectors  will 
have  to  ask.  It’s  a  major  cause 
for  concern  not  just  for  this 
team,  but  for  the  future  of 
West  Indies  cricket" 

Wasim  Akram.  the  Pakistan 
captain,  was  not  inclined  to 
sympathise.  "We  have  suf¬ 
fered  enough  at  their  hands  in 
die  past"  he  said.  “It's  about 
time  we  came  out  on  top."  It 
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Ambrose  is  bowled  by  Waqar  to  complete  West  Indies’  second-Test  hnmfliation 


was  only  their  second  series 
vidoiy  against  West  Indies 
and  one  must  go  back  39  years 
for  the  previous  one.  achieved 
on  home  soil  by  Fazal 
Mahmood’s  team.  Wasim *S 
own  performance,  as  captain 
and  fast  bowler  supreme,  did 
much  to  achieve  it  He  took 
another  four  wickets  in  the 
second  innings,  including  the 
important  one  of  Lara,  who 
always  has  a  bounty  on  his 
head,  no  maser  how  badly  he 
is  playing. 

Lloyd  was  ar  pains  to 
emphasise  that  relations 
between  Lara  and  his  captain 
were  amicable.  In  fact  he  was 
almost  too  anxious  to  allay 
fears  of  a  rift  in  the  dressing- 
room.  referring  to  Lara  as  “the 
vice-captain",  when  he  holds 
no  such  post  One  expects 
nothing  less  from  a  team 
manager,  but  all  the  evidence 


points  the  other  way.  This  is  a 
broken  and  rudderless  team, 
full  of  poor  players. 

Lara’s  performance  was  in¬ 
dicative  of  the  general  sick¬ 
ness.  He  has  scored  56  runs  in 
this  series  and  dropped  two 
chances  at  slip  that  a  school¬ 
boy  would  expect  to  snaffle. 
Inzamam-uTFLaq,  who  bats 
for  Pakistan  in  Lara's  position. 
No  4.  has  returned  scores  of  92 
not  out  and  177. 

In  every  aspect  of  the  game, 
particularly  discipline.  Paki¬ 
stan  outplayed  West  Indies. 
Their  bowlers  found  a  tighter 
line  and,  crucially,  preferred  a 
fuller  length.  Their  batsmen 
played  with  patience,  happy  to 
let  the  ball  go  instead  of 
(basing  it  Amazingly,  they 
proved  better  fielders,  too. 

Lloyd,  meanwhile,  is  pre¬ 
paring  his  tour  report  and  any 
flies  on  file  wall  when  the 


Dravid  leads  India’s  recovery 


INDIA  repelled  an  early 
challenge  Grom  Sri  Lanka  to 
take  up  a  commanding  po¬ 
rtion  in  the  third  Test  match  in 
Bombay  yesterday,  moving  to 
247 for  three  by  the  dose  of  the 
first  day. 

Aijuna  Ranatunga  put  In¬ 
dia  in  to  bat  and  he  was 
initially  rewarded  with  the 
wickets  of  Nayan  Mongia 
and  Nayjot  Sidhu  before 
lunch. 

First,  Mongia  was  bowled 
in  the  second  over  by 
Pramodaya  Wickremasinghe. 
then  Sidhu  was  caught  hying 
to  hit  Kuznara  Dharmasena, 
fine  spin  bowler,  over  deep 
mid-on  after  accumulating 
three  fours  in  the  previous 
over. 

But  Rahul  Dravid,  who  fell 
seven  nuns  short  of  a  century, 
helped  India  to  consolidate 
during  a  stand  of  150  with 
Sourav  Ganguly,  the  latter 
contributing  an  unbeaten  92. 


Sachin  Tendulkar,  the  In¬ 
dia  captain,  who  is  struggling 
to  find  his  form,  came  in  at  the 
foil  of  Dravafs  wicket  and 
was  unbeaten  on  eight. 
Dravid  and  Ganguly  led  the 
India  recovery  by  batting 
throughout  the  afternoon  ses¬ 
sion  to  post  a  century  stand  in 
142  minutes  off  33  overs. 

Bruce  Yardley.  the  Sri  Lan¬ 
ka  coach,  conceded  that  his 
team  had  let  India  off  fire 
hook.  “Our  bowlers  bowled 
too  many  loose  deliveries,”  he 
said.  “We  let  the  early  initia¬ 
tive  go  by. 

"But  I  don't  think  India 
have  done  too  wdL  A  score  of 
247  at  the  end  of  90  overs  on 
such  a  good  wicket  is  not  very 
good.  Stiff,  the  credit  should 
go  to  Dravid  and  Ganguly  for 
stepping  up  the  score.” 

Ganguly  said  that  be  was 
not  worried  at  finishing  eight 
runs  short  of  a  century. 
"Everyone  has  got  into  the 


nervous  nineties,"  he  said. 
The  wicket  has  a  lot  of 
bounce  and  was  helpful  for 
the  seamers  in  the  morning. 
But  I  think  it  will  take  tarn  by 
the  fourth  day." 

Sri  Lanka  had  several  ap¬ 
peals  for  leg-before  rejected 
but  it  was  their  bowlers' 
inconsistent  line  and  length 
that  let  them  down. 

INDIA:  firat  *¥*183 

tN  R  Mongji  b  Wkctasmutaghe _ 1 

NS  Sidhu  c  Mahanama  b  Dhamr(as«im-35 
R  S  Dramd  c  Mahanama  b  Ranaiunga_93 

SC  Ganguly  not  aul - 32 

*S  R  Tendulkar  not  out - - — — B 

Extras  (bLtt)11,w2.nb4) - -„.18 

Total  (3  wfetn) - 247 

M  Azharuddn,  A  Kumble.  J  Strath.  R  K 
Chauhsr,  APKuruveaand  0  KV  Prasad  to 
b*. 

FALL  OF  WICKETS:  1-1.2-55,8215 
BOWLING:  Vasa  17^37-0;  VWctoemas- 
inghB  16547-1:  Pusfpatamra  17-4-580; 
Drarmasena  28-9-81-1;  Rananaiga  66 
161;  Jayasunya  4-1-230. 

SRI  LANKA:  S  T  Jayasurtya.  M  S  Atapatlu, 
R  S  Mehanama.  P  A  de  Sfcra,  *A  fane- 
tunga.  H  P TBetarstne.  H  DPKOhamta- 
aona.  TL  KL  da  SSw,  W  P  U  J  C  Vaaa.  G  P 
Wldromaaln^e.  K  R  ftqhpsfcumera. 
Umpires:  A  VJnvaprakasti  Ondfeg  and 
S  A  Bucknor  {West  Mbs). 
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A  manhunt  on  Minorca 


Holiday  Reps 
BBCUSJOpm 

It  is  not  essential  tohave  seen  previous  instalment 
of  Holidcrf  Reps  but  it  win  hdp.  More  than  most  of 
file  current  gait  of  socalled  documentary  soaps, 

this  one  has  kept  its  main  storylines  running  from 

week  to  week.  If  file  strategy  has  worked,  we 
should  not  only  know  the  main  characters 
intimately  but  be  desperate  to  know  what  will 
happen  to  them  next.  For  Gaynor,  hoping  for 
promotion,  the  arrival  in  Lanzaiute  of  her  boss, 
Wendy  Jones,  could  be  make  or  break.  Eve* 
romance  with  the  Spanish  waiter.  Andreas,  takes  a 
new  turn  as  her  Mum  Bies  out  to  Minorca  to  meet 

him.  Also  cai  Minorca  tbe  bubbly  bSmde.  Caroline. 

is  stiff  looking  for  her  perfect  man.  Mr  Airtoure 
the  hunky  rep  from  the  rival  firm,  has  faffed  to 
meet  requirements  but  a  local  hotel  receptionist 
just  might. 

Thief  Takers 
nV.9A0pm 

With  Channel  5  showing  TheSvteenty  at  the  same 
time  as  its  1990s  counterpart,  comparisons  have 
been  inevitable.  This  .  cofannn  plumps 

unconditionally  for  John  Thaw  and  his  kipper  tie 
but  in  one  area  Thief  Token  shows  a  dear,  and 
welcome,  advance.  This  is  in  featuring  black  and 
Asian  characters.  It  is-  hard  to  recall many  of  these 
in  The  Sweeney  and  certainly  not  in  ptwxal  rotes. 
Thief  Takers  not  only  has  the  black  DC  OxfostT 
(Alan  McDonald)  as  one  of  its  residail  cops  but 
also  features  his  family  and  the  young  Made  boy, 
Garry  Parker  (Kofi  Amankwah).  he  has  .  taken 
under  his  wing.  The  Packer  stay  comes  to*  head 
tonight,  though  fire  main  plot,  about  a  gold  buffkxi 
robbery,  is  set  among  the  West  London  Asian  . 
community.  Some  of  fife  Asians  are vaiams,  others 
hdp  the  Hying  Squatf  to  Catch  them.  The  paint  is 
that  they  are  t&ere  at  aff. 

Pommies 

Channel  4,  IOjOOpm 


only  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  the  tOms  is  the. 
unsurprising  one  that  some  Brits  settle  happily  in 
Australia  while  others  do  not. Tbnighrs  customers 


Quoii ne  Dunsnmirj(BBCI.a30|md 


are  among  the 

John  Wolsdey.  He  a  an 

Australia  in  1976 at  fite hwm anold 

,  aifnr-rir  mTlflffP  111  Tpff  VfllOUlC  Ol  ft  WW  K& 

search  trflandscyeso 
pant tfe l^dw  for 

S  he  is.  a  pomt  edwrf  ^  VWyGrf^LAi 

do  not  exist 

Scare  Stories:  Scorching  the  Earth 
BBC2, 925pm 

The  series  which  sets  out  to  reaMffl  regent 
environmental  scares  turns  to  one  of  mg  **88*^ 

about  riobal  wanning.  In  the  pasi^ta  years  ptaases 

suefa  as  the  greenhouse  effect  ana  tbeoeaoe  layer 
hare  becHoe  part  of  the  language  and  two  ym 
ago  came  the  most  startling  pmuaun  so  or.  tnai 
rfie  Earth  would  get  between  ms  and  fcatr  degree; 
wanner  bv  2100  It  came  not  from  somcnareridt 
doonawaicpcr  but  2,000  sctem^B  tan  fi* 
Imereovernmental  Panel  on  Climate  Sra 

levdrfaes  alone  could  displace  tens  of  mflSmstfi 
people,  and  file  villain  was  air  pollution.  Bert  as  tins 
thoughtful  film  shows,  tax  an  scientists  agree  and 
someewn  «$gest  that  global. waraaagauy  *» a 
good  fifing-  There  is  also  scrutiny  of  thebehaviour 
of  politicians  and  the  media.  Peter  Wiynarl 
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Board  of  Control  considers  it 
had  better  shield  their  ears.  "It 
will  be  pretty  scathing."  he 
said.  “You  don't  have  to  be 
Einstein  to  work  that  out” 
England  will  find  themselves 
facing  some  unfamiliar  names 
when  they  go  to  the  Caribbean 
next  month. 

In  Rawalpindi  this  week  an 
era  officially  came  to  an  end, 
beyond  all  argument  [tended 
with  a  submission  so  feeble 
that  the  years  of  West  Indian 
domination  appeared  to  be  a 
trick  of  the  light  though  it  was 
not  immediately  apparent  to 
everybody.  “It  won’t  be  long 
before  they  take  their  rightful 
place  again."  a  public  an¬ 
nouncer,  who  had  evidently 
been^  watching  another  match, 
said. 

At  the  moment  their  right¬ 
ful  place  is  exactly  where  they 


Football  e&  the  Brink 

Radio  5  Live,  730pm 

This  is  a  very  good  series  which  could  do  as  much 
to  explain  the  fascination  of  football  to  non- 
converts  as  did  Nick  Honilqft  Rner  Pitch.  Some 
people  boycotted  Hornby  because  the  book  was 
about  Arsenal.^ whereas  this  programs  ought  not  to 
provoke  such  strong  feelings  bemuse  it  is  about 
Lincoln  City.  Ah,  out  wait  as  someone  says 
tonight,  what  else,  other  than  the  cathedral,  do 
outsiders  know  of  Lincoln?  The  struggling  dub, 
bade  in  file  lowest  reaches  of  the  Football  League 
after  being  bounced  out.  gets  pubfidty  every  week 
out  of  aff  proportion  to  its  intrinsic  value  and  the 
programme  demonstrates  dm  this,  phis  a  hard 
core  of  loyal  supporters,  gives  team  and  town' 
something  beyond  price  a  sense  of  identity. 


CL30wa  Kewn  Greening  and  ZOA  Bid  AjOO  Smm  Mayo 12A0 
Jo  Whtay  2j00pm  Marie  RadcSie  440  Dm  Pmtcb  6.15 
Newstml  ALSO  Evening  Session  1030  I6sy  Ame  Hobbs 
12JMBU0  Jam  1  Mum  Owe  WWmn4J»OvisMoytas  . 


&00mb  Sarah  Kervndy  7.30  Wake  Up  to  Wogan  930  Kan 
Bruca  11  JO  Jinny  Ybung  1.30pm  Bam  Rhodes  ISO  Ed 
Stewart  5.05  John  Dunn  7.00  David  Alan's  Country  CM)  3J>0 
Paul  Jones  ADO  Smokey  Robinson's  Sou  Setaeden  St30  The 
Russ  Abbot  Show  1000  The  Comedy  Quiz  1030  FBctiad 
AiSnson  12JBam  Stave  Maddan  SjOOAIox  Lestar 


RADIO  5  LIVE 


CuOOam  The  Breakfast  Programme  9J»t'6ekyCanybefl12J)0 
hCdday  w*h  Mair  2JOOpm  Ruscoe  on  fiw  4JXJ  NteioiwMe  wR) . 
Julan  Womdcer.  Endudes  Bn  coverage  bom  MameOasbUta 
draw  lor  the  1998  World  Cup  7.00  News  Extra  wffli  David 
McNei  7J30  Foottnfl  on  the  Brink.  See  Choice  MD  Inside 
Edge  MO  SportsAmarica  wflh  Alton  Byrd  &30  Sportahop 
laoo  News  Talk  11:00  News  Extra  12j00  ASar  Hours  2J»am 
Up  fit  rfigta  wilh  Rfchard  DaByn  SJ»  Momirg  Reports 


VIRGIN  RADIO 


SbOQem  Jaramy  Cferk  7.00  Chris  Brans  KUU  (HR)  Robin 
Banks  (AM)  Graham  Dene  1-OOpm  (FM)  NUc  Abbot  (MW) 
Ncfy  Hama  4X10  Russ  'n'  Jono  7 JO  (FM)  Paul  Coyis  (AN) 
Cstoibi  Jones  IOjOO  Mark  Forrest  ZjOOam  FBchard  Porter ' 


TALK  RADIO 


OJOsm  Pai  Ross  and  Carol  MoGMan  SjOO  Scott  Chisholm 
12JW  Lorraine  Kely  2.00pm  Tommy  Boyd  4JJ0  Peter  Dooioy. 
Indudea  Ihe  t>aw  lor  the  1 B98  Worid  Cup.  Eve  from  Mercedes 
7.00  Ame  Raeburn  tUXJ  James  Whale  IJKMm  Ian  Colins 


i.oopm 


(LOOam  On  Mr,  vwh  Stephania  Hughes.  Ame  (Cantata 
the  Morning);  Ravd  Mofln  Sonata);  Hanoe|  (Let. 
the  Brirft  Seraphan,  Sarrnon);  Grieg  (Homage 
March,  Sigurd  Jorealfar);  Grainger  (MoBy  oo  me 
Stwre);  Bach  (Double  woSn  Concerto  in  D  rranor) .  . 

SMM  Homing  Codecflon,  with  Peter  Hobday.  Michel 
Cocrette  (Concerto  Comique  No  25.  LfisSauvages 
et  la  Furstemburg);  Mozart  (Rondo  in  A  minbrk  - 
Schunarei  (Piano  OuWeri  In  E  flaQ;  Strauss  (Der 
Rcsenfcavafler.  Act  3,  waltz  selection) 

10.00  Musical  Encounters,  Math  Chris  Wines.  Chopin 
(Polonatee  In  A);  Sdrumann  (Die  Beiden 
GrenadBere);  Beethoven  (Plano  Trio  h  GO; 
Troetschel  (De  Pro&jrxfls);  Mendelssohn  (String  •• 
Quwtat  No  4  h  E  mtoot);  Schumann  (Dor  Anne 
PWer):  Baceuricz  (Concerto  lor  Orchestra);  Chopin 
(Nocturne  in  D  tel) 

12J90  Composer  of  the  Week:  Cole  Porter.  . 

1 .00pm  The  Operatic  Year.  Presented  by  Hugh  '• 
Canning  and  Andrew  Clements  in  dfacuaaon  with  - 
MKhael  Oliver.  This  weak,  William  Christie 
conducts  Les  Arts  Rortesants  x>  Rameau’s  . 
Hipaotyte  etAride,  with  a  cast  inducfcig  Mark 
Pea  more.  Anna-Marie  Parzarefla.and  Lorraine 
Hunt;  and  John  EXot  Gardner  conducts  the 
Monteverdi  Chdr  and  the  Orchestra  "•  • 
RrivolutkxiraBa  et  Rotnandque  in  Beefiioven's 
Leonora 

2M  The  BBC  Orchestras.  Ulster  Orchestra  under 
fiflcholas  Brafthwafte,  with  Louise  Hopkhs.  ceSo. 
Nelson  (Dark  Rosateer);  Copland  (Music  tor  the 
Theater);  Bridge  (There  Is  a  Wltaw  Grows  Aslant  a 


Docamcnt:  The  Ring  of  Rcsmabraaioe 

Radio  4, 720pm 

No  niedhim  outside  prim  is  qitite  so  gotfijl  as  radio 
at  tefling  stories  tteu  take  a  snwllesssti  of  no  real 
sigmficance  and  extrapolate  hs  contert  to  create 
genuine  astonishnfent  m  the  fistener.  This  store  is 

a  perfect  example.  It  is  nominally  about  the  widow 
ofa  radio  operator  mi  an  American  bomber  wfvdi 
cradad  aver  Belfast  in  1944.  killing  *e  crew.  The 
widow  had  fitde  fay  which  to  itanember  her 

husband.  Tbea.  three  years  ago  and  50  years  after 

file  crash.  Alfred  Montgomery,  a  collector  of 
Second  World  War  memorabilia,  made  one  of 
many  visits  to  the  crash  site  and  found  whsttnrned 
out  to  be  an  inscribed  ring:  After  more  than  two 
years  of  research  Montgomery  was  to  make  a 
remarkable  connection.  Peter  Her— nl 


WORLD  SERVICE 


KOta  Kfewstey  &30  Mcndmtiabta740»to»7.«GR  *» 
Shift  The  Grow  <s  Sngng  7 M  Conpomr  ot  tie  Monte  a» 
NmrsteW  PtoJtetor  Thought  HIS  FMarmra  tetothe  Ed 
Stomit  SteMr  *J»  News  News  in  Geansa  JM8  oNM  teas 
World  Business  ttepocT9.tS  Poems  by  fHxtaao  BBC EngWr 
Bimness  F3e  MS  Sports  Roundup  HMn  NanecMk  ItM 
Discovery  IIjOO  WwsdMk  11J8S  CMKHn  In  COMateati' 
tijfi  From  Per  OwnCowespondsrt  iZOtt  Wm»  ftMpm 
Wald  Badness  Rsport  12.15  Britain  Today  XL 3d  Record 
News  12^S  Sfxxts  Rcxndup  1AM  Nemtadr  ZM  tteMS  208 
Ounook  2J0  lAdiiacfc  Xflass  am  News.  News  in  Gaunen 
{648  on^ri  at»  Spans  Roundup  3.18  Wedtar  Ua  The 
VMsge  Chat  Show  4J»  News  4L1S  nsooet  Nsm  4Z0  Itw 
Wbrid  Todays  News  to  Gerrmn  (548  anM  4MS  Britain  Ttxley 
5L00  Europe  Tod^  &3D  World  BuuneM  Report  SM 
Roaictap  ftOO  Nmedosk  Asg^inera:  News  iriOermen 

(HB  anw  MO  News  Saivnsiy  xm  QuteakXZi  Peuee  tor 
Thoo^t  7^0  John  Peel  aJONewshorsZOO  News  »5  Worid 
Business  Report  9L15  Britain  TateyAZO  MMden  Books  MOT 
Newsdesic  1tU»  The  Warttf  Tasty  vum  Span  Rouidup 
T1J»  News  ««  Outlock  11 M  Join  Reel 
12Z0eai  WWWey  1246  Britato  Todte  1  NMSde*  1ZO 

Oompoear  ot  the  Wtaefc  ZJ»  Mewiday  Z30  Focus  on  Faflh 
3JI0  News  Xfl5  Wbrkl  Business  Retort  X15  Spots  Roundup 
230  Assignment  4JOO  Nemdesk  4M  Eumpa  Todey  UO 
NewsdaySJOEisnpe  Today 


CLASSIC  FV 


600m  Nick  Baitay.  Inciudbig  Momtng  Modi  end  Bte eMatf 
Baroque  9100  Henry  Kefly.  Mfchert  Bntys  Ctesc  Recipe  is 
roast  venoon  In  gener  sauce  Plus.  IheCtanc  Mestarpaoe 
lOOpm  Listener  Haquesl  Hour  nth  Jane  Janes  ZOO 
Concerto.  Beethoven  (Plano  Concerto  No  3  in  C  nwloi)  300 
Jamte  Crick  6J0  NeMrartgW  700  Smootti  Ctas&cs  at  Seven 
with  John  Bnming  aoo  Evermg  Concert  Grieg  (teddetat 
Mrsip,  Pear  Gynt  Songs  with  Orchestra};  Ota  EkO  (Vtafc  to  a 
Mwntarn  Farm):  Harald  Saevarud  (Rondo  Aoxxoso  Bated  at 
Revo^  1000  Michael  Mappn.  includes  a  11ZS  Nodim 
2O0em  Concerto  (r)  300  Mark  Qrfflhs 


Brook);  Britten  (^rnpheny  lor  Cdto  and 
Orchestra):  Rimsicykiorswov  (Suite  May  -  < 

AOO  EheemMe.  Penrw  Gore  introduces  a  rectal  by 
Janet  LHton.  detfwt,  and  Ftonan  O'HOra.pbno 
Weber  (invtabonto  toe  Dance);  MendMssohn 
(Clarinet  Sonata  in  E  Weber  (Variations  on 
Theme  from  S&vana)  (r) 

.  4j<5  kfcmh:  Madrine.  Verity  Sharp  talks  to  compose 
Qfmusic  far  Rm,  tetevsion.  edrerftaements  and 

v  590  tejune.  Sean  Rafferty  talks  to  Ihe  soprano  Sus 
jssterring  in  toe  Royai  Open's  nai 
produdlon  of  Britten's  Paul  Bunwi  Music 
ndudes  pieces  by  Faurfi  and  Victoria,  and,  at 
«j35,  toe  Lndsays  perform  Debussy's  S&i® 
Quartet 

7J0  Performance  on  3:  Die  Ketfarin.  The  fist 

_  rocorefing  of  KomgdcPs  last  opera  breadcastto 
celebrate  the  centenary  of  his  b&to.  Wflh  Meianl 
Dterar.  soprano,  Cfevid  Ftencfafl.  tenor,  and  Ufa 
Writsgn.  soprano.  BBC  Singers  and  Concert 
Orchestra  under  Martyn  Brabbins 

10.W  Chopfa.  Asetegtion  of  Chopins's  piano  muac. 
performed  by  EBsabeto  Lsondraya - 

10^5  Night  Waves.  Hermione  Lae  discusses  Ihe 
'  Sato's  memcws. 

. .  _ 

1 2-30WO  Jezz  Nrrtea.  Another  change  to  hear  Oiobv 
Falrwaatoer's  stovtew  wflh  Rafeh  Sminr, 


1J»  Through  the  Mght,  with  Donald  Macfeod 


m Y  i“  i '-'j -~-7r 


l ;  I  Vivl.T  I..JM 

>1,1.  iggdMsaijSS 


SSonp  One  Thousand  Doliere  a  .Word,  by 
Lawrence  Block,  read  by  Bob  Sherman  (r) 

BuOO  PM,  with  Charfe  Lee-Potter  and  Chris  Lone  S50 
Shipping  Forecast  BJS  WOaiher 
CLOO  StX  O'dot'k  Newt 

6J30  On  the  Town  wtoi  the  League  of  GenMeanen.  A 


a:  i  y;  ■ 


2-48  Stripping  Forecast  1-00  As  World  service: 


Ian  MW  10S3, 1069.  77*1?' 

*«  Hugla^  Roamay  Smith. 


TeleirWon  and  redlo  Rathige  compHed  by  Peter  I 
Gregory  end  John  Mr  llanna  a  , 
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TELEVISION  51 


Only  a  chiropodist  could  have  complained 

r  _ u  «...  A. 


What  with  Hdocu-soaps" 
srifl  all  the  rage,  marry 
viewers  will  have  as¬ 
sumed  —  quite  understandably  — 
foal.  Arch  People ,  lasr  nighrs 
Modem  Times  (BBC2)  was  pnmp 
to  be  a  whtily-tiiled,  fiyon-thfrwafl 
exposing  the  world 
of  chiropody — especially  since  the 
New  Yorkers  Bill  Buford  warned 
as  in.  his  Letter  From  New  York  on 
Radio  3  last  month  that  Britons 
(unlike  Americans)  were  renowned 
for  the  putrid  stale  of  their  feet,  and 
that  Britain  should  brace  itself  for 
a  revolution  in  foot  hygiene. 

But  Arch  People  turned  out  to  be 
a  stylish,  sweetly  lyrical  film  about 
life  under  Britain’s  4.500  railway 
arches.  Educational,  too.  “People 
think  that  S&M  is  all  about  pain, 
-about  fear,  about  hurting  people.” 
explained  Master  B,  a  regular  of 
The  Dungeon,  under  the  arches  in 
Vauxhall.  “In  fact,  if  done  proper¬ 
ly.  irs  about  enjoyment,  irs  about 
-sexuality  and  irs  about  nice  tilings 


and  the  nasty.”  So  you  see,  sex  is 
dirty,  but  only  if  you  do  it  properly. 
But  Master  B  shed  no  light  on  the 
eternal  dilemma:  is  it  more  satisfy- 
ing  for  a  sadist  to  whip  a  masoch- 
-  ist,  or  to  refuse  to  whip  them? 

Master'B  uses  his  blade  office 
briefcase  (leather,  obviously)  to 
cany  his  “mobile  dungeon”.  It  con¬ 
tains  many  items  you  might  ex¬ 
pect  rope,  handcuffs  “large  and 
small”  a  riding  crop  for  the  ladies. 
Oh  yes,  and  an  “Artedng  brush". 
For  S&M  with  a  DIY  approach? 

There  seems  to  be  pretty  much 
nothing  you  can’t  do  in  a  railway 
arch.  Ian  makes  coffins;  Richard 
and  David,  a  couple  of  pianists, 
practise  duets,  repealing  any  bars 
drowned  out  by  the  2-14  trundling 
overhead:  in  the  City  there's  a 
railway  arch  where  stockbrokers 
practise  their  golf  swing;  there  is 
an  American  car  wash:  a  mosque; 
junk  shops;  artist  studios:  and  car 
mechanics.  But  no  chiropodists. 
David  Turnbull,  the  director,  dug 


up  several  captivating  arch-dwell¬ 
ers,  but  I  particularly  enjoyed 
listening  to  Nicola  and  Stephen 
explain  what  they  love  about 
belonging  to  a  posh  gun  dub. 

"It  is  thrilling  to  have  something 
nryour  hand  that  can  kill  people,” 
said  Nicola.  “But  it's  the  same  as 
with  a  Porsche  or  a  crossbow:  you 
have  to  behave  responsibly  with 
it!”  Of  course  you  da  Stephen 
dismissed  any  Dunblane-style  risk 
from  gun  dubs  because  members 
were  well-to-do  accountants,  solici¬ 
tors,  that  sort  of  thing:  "Your 
average  person  who  has  a  low 
income,”  he  explained,  “is  not 
going,  to  come  in  here  and  start 
shooting.  He’s  more  likely  to  be 
playing  his  Sega  Megadrive  at 
home.”  Bless  your  average  person! 


Almost  as  priceless  was  the 
scene  in  Antony  Thomas’s 
Twins  (ITy),  when  he  asked 
two  identical  twins  in  America  if 
they  thought  they  had  identical 


Joe 

Joseph 


thoughts.  “Yes  sir,"  replied  one. 
“Yes  sir,”  replied  the  other.  Neither 
smiled.  They  didn't  see  any  joke. 

Scientist  have  used  twins  to 
investigate  how  much  we  owe  to 
our  heredity  and  how  much  to  our 
environment  It  is  an  ethically 
dubious  area,  as  Mengele  showed 
in  Auschwitz.  Many  scientists 
seem  to  think  that  it  teaches  us 
little  that  is  worth  knowing.  Others 
that  it  supports  the  idea  that  the 


underclass  is  genetically  pro¬ 
grammed  to  stay  at  the  bottom  of 
society  —  or  stay  at  home  playing 
with  their  Sega  Megadrives. 

It’s  all  still  a  mystery,  which  may 
explain  why  an  award-winning 
film-maker  such  as  Thomas  (he 
made  Death  of  a  Princess) 
searched  so  restlessly  for  some¬ 
thing  that  might  lift  Twins  above 
the  level  of  an  entertaining  peep 
show. 

Thomas  betrayed  this  unease 
when  he  began  filming  Reba  and 
Lori  Schappeil  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  are  joined  at  the  head,  like  a 
double-winged  Sycamore  seed. 
“When  we  first  met  this  pair,”  said 
the  narrator’s  voice,  as  the  camera 
traced  the  contour  of  their  shared 
forehead,  “all  of  us  had  doubts 
about  our  right  to  remain  here  and 
film.  Could  Lori  and  Reba  add 
anything  to  our  understanding  of 
twins  beyond  the  vicarious  appeal 
of  the  freak  show?” 

Well,  Lori  and  Reba  couldn't 


add  very  much,  at  it  happened,  but 
that  didn’t  stop  the  camera  from 
gawping  at  them  as  the  two  girls 
stared  at  the  world  in  opposite 
directions.  Ironically,  they  turned 
out  to  be  the  most  individualistic  of 
all  the  twins  interviewed.  Reba 
wants  to  make  it  as  a  coumry-and- 
westem  singer.  Lori  has  her  eyes 
on  marriage.  Full  marks  to  both 
for  their  self-confidence,  their  in¬ 
spiring  zest  for  life,  and  for  their 
honesty.  Lori  was  particularly 
honest  when  talking  about  how 
sex  with  a  future  husband  would 
pose  no  problems:  she  wasn’t  a 
virgin,  anyway.  But  what  was 
Thomas  doing  asking  such  ques¬ 
tions  in  the  first  place? 

David  Attenborough  began 
last  nighrs  Wildlife  Spe¬ 
cial  (BBC1)  by  telling  us 
that  The  world  has  changed 
dramatically  around  them,  but 
they  have  changed  very  little.”  So  I 
thought  it  was  going  to  be  a 


documentary  about  Tory  MPs.  It 
wasn’t.  It  was  about  The  Croco¬ 
dile.  the  world’s  most  successful 
freshwater  predator.  As  in  last 
week’s  film  of  polar  bears,  there 
was  dramatic  footage  of  crocodiles 
swimming,  taken  from  beneath 
the  crocs,  with  the  sun  behind 
them.  The  BBC'S  Natural  History 
Unit  has  obviously  acquired  a  new 
underwater  camera,  which  is  fine 
by  me.  as  long  as  they  don’t  use  it 
to  film  Hague,  Redwood  and  Uliey 
when  they  are  next  bathing  in 
Blackpool. 

The  photography  is  magical. 
Eyelids  dosing  and  opening  like  a 
camera  tens;  mating  rituals  (not 
much  French  kissing,  as  you  might 
expect;  and  certainly  no  Anexing 
brushes);  eggs  popping  out  of  the 
female  like  glistening  balls  of 
mozzarella.  As  for  those  teeth, 
there’ll  never  be  a  better  advert  for 
regular  flossing.  Once  again,  chi¬ 
ropodists  lost  out'  we  never  once 
saw  the  state  of  a  croc's  feeL 


6.00am  Business  Breakfast  (44907) 

7.00  BBC  Breakfast  Maws  (I)  {49365) 

9.00  Good.  Living  Moroccan  recipes  aid  a 
Christmas  tree  cake  (1454742) 

025  Stylo  Challenge  (1440549) 

9.50  KHray  (T)  (21888%) 

1030  Cant  Cook,  Won’t  Cook  (1958704) 
1035  The  Realty  Useful  Show  Bargains 
under  £20  (8957278) 

11 JS  Change  That  in  Durham  (3246029) 

12.00  News  ([)  (9697636) 

12/KSpmCaB  My  Bluff  With  Peter  RdtSck, 
Patrick  Lichfield,  Joanna  David  and  Rory 
Bramner  (2971029) 

12^5  Give  Us  A  Clue  (5571617) 

1.00  Nows  (T)  and  weather  (42452) 

1-30  Regional  News  and  weather  (1 7713756) 
1.40  The  Weather  Show  (88544617) 

1.45  Neighbours  (T)  (72956891) 

2JJ5  Quincy  The  coroner's  honeymoon  is 
blighted  (r)  (1250181) 

255  Wogan’s  Best  of  Bbmksty  Blank 

(2996452) 

3J0  Pingu  <r)  (8468907)  3J5  Playdays  at  the 
Patch  Stop  (r)  (7906297)  335  The  Silver 
Brumby  (7900013)  *20  Mr  Wymi  (T> 
(7914810)  *35  Smart  (T)  £889452)  5.0Q 
Newsround  (T)  (6080407)  5.10  Aouita  (ri 
(6596075) 

535  Neighbours  (r)  (J)  (225181)  ■  -  ■ 

B.OO  News  (T)  and  weather  (87)  . 

6.30  Regional  News  Magazine  (B39)  . 

730  Watchdog  with  Anns  Robinson  (I) 

(2758) 

7.30  EastEnder*  Cindy  prepares  for  a  long- 
awaited  reunion  with  Lucy  (T)  (723) 

8.00Anfansi  Hospital  A  Yorkshire  terrier  is  i 
treated  by  vet  Jeremy  Stewart  for  a  sore  _ 
eye  caused  by  a  car  ride  (7)  (5278) 
BJoramjHoUy  Reps  Eoss  Wendy 
BUB  Jones  arrives  on  Minorca  to 
discuss  the  girts’  future  (T)  (7013) 

930  News  (T)  regional-news  and  yreafrer. 
(6365)  , 

9.30  Men  Behaving  Badly  Gary  agrees  to 
see  a  relationship  counselor  (T)  @2013) 

10.00  They  TUnk  If  s  Afl  Over  Sbanon  Davies 
and  PM!  Jupitus  join  Gary  Lineker,  Lee 
Hurat,  David  Gower  and  Roy  McGrath  (T) 

.  (83636) 

1030  CHve  Anderson  Afl  Talk  The  guests  are 
-  •  John  Goodman  and  John  McEnroe. 

. ;  (92384) 

11. GO  Question  Time  The  panel  is  Kff>s  Ken 
bvmgstone  w»d  Teresa  Gorman.  Heafher  . 
Rabbatts,  chief  executive,  Lambeth. 
Council,  and  Melanie  PhSfce. 
Observer  columnist  (T)  (200297)  -  - 

12.05  am  Silent  Motive  (1992)  A  mystery  man 

M  accuses  a  Hoffywood  screenwriter  of 
stealing  h «s  ideas  for  her  Oscar-winning 
fBm.  She  begins  to' .fate  notice  when 
people  around  her  are  .rmidered,  Wflh 
Patricia  Wettig.  Mika  FaireS  and  Ed 
Asner  Directed  by  Lee  Phffllps  (54685011 
WALES:  12.05am  Social  Action  Week 
1997  (9170853)  12.10  FfcM:  SUent  • 
Motive  (5465414)  135-1.40  News 
(7597785) 

1.30  Weather  (7508414) 

135  BBC  New*  24  (5172018) 


VkfaoPhM+  and  the  Video  FfmCodas 
The  numbers  next  to  aedi  TV  pogianmo 
IMing  are  Video  PtosCode*  numbers,  which 
aHow  you  to  programm*  your  video  regonJar 
irwtamty  with  a  WieoPtu»+  handset.  Tap  n 
the  Video  PlusCode  far  theontotomme  you 

wlto  to  record.  Vldeopto+ tn,  raacoden 

and  Video  Programmer  are  trademarks  Of 
Gemstar  Development  Ltd. 


6410am  Science;  Venus  UnveUed  (85988) 
630  The  Art  of  Breathing  (10365)  730 

See  Hear  Breakfast.  News  (T)  (3473935) 
7.15Tatetubbles  (r)  (2660926)  7.40  The 
Perils  of  Penelope  Pftstop  (0  (8193487) 
8.05  Blue  Peter  (r)  (T)  (6215704)  830 
Mouse  and  Mole.  (2295907)  835 
Johnson  and  Friends  (r)  (9228075)  8^45 
The  Record  (8145984)  9.10  Numbertkne 
(6285723)  935  Megamaths.  Last  In 
series  (T)  (4321278)  9.45  Come  Outside 
(9984907)  10.00  Tetetubbies  (r)  (49407) 
.1030  Storytime  (5190568)  10.45 

Teaching  Today  (195810)  11.15  2g  Zag 
(9858655)  1135  English  FBe  (3140891) 
1135  UfBSChod  (3151907)  1230pm 
Showcase  (9699094) 

1230 Working  Lunch  (52461) 

130  Joehu*  Jones  (r)  (50745346)  1-10  The 
History  ■  Hour  from-  Kingston  upon 
Thames;  .  newspapers  in  research 
(2631278)  2.10  Going.  Going,  Gone 
(64807075)'  240  News  (T)  245 
Westminster  (5193723)  335  News  (T) 
330  The  .Vfflage  (617)  430  Ready 
Steady  Cook  (452)  430  Through  the 
Keyhole  (2888723)  435  Esther  Male 
Escorts  (5274549)  530  Today's  the  Day 
.  .  (988) 

630  World  Cup  Draw  Live  coverage  from 
Marseilles  (18810) 

7.00  ML  or  Maybe  (464346) 

7.15  Buttdtog  Sights,  USA  The  actor  John 
'  Mafkovfch  sings  the  prases  ol  his 
tavoutte  buflefing — hiew  YchVs  Chiyder 
,  Buifcfing  (r)  (T)  (565029) 

730 Regional  Programmes  (365) 

8.00  Just  One  Chanca  Why  British  children 
are  performing  barfly  in  arithmetic 
compared  wkh  their  European 
-  counterparts  (6520)  WALES:  Roy  Noble 
on  Common  Ground 

830 Top  Goer  Classic  car  auctions  (T)  (5655) 
9.00  Third  Rock  from  the  Sun  Tommy 
raaSses  Be  h  the  fast  lane  isn't  for  ten 
•  during  hs  driving  test  (I)  (455162) 


6.00am  GMTV  (2949100) 

935  Supermarket  Sweep  (1 459297) 

■  935  Regional  News  (7202839) 

1030  The  Time,  ffie  Place  (21471) 

1030 This  Morning  (T)  (97867029) 

1230pm  Regional  News  (9688520) 

1230 ITN  Lunchtime  News  (T)  and  weather 
(5590742) 

1235  Shortiand  Street  (5575433) 

135  Home  and  Away  How  can  Selina 
escape?  (I)  (73811094) 

130  Qidstne  (T)  (68530623)  230  Countdown 
to  Christmas  (T)  (45365278)  230 
Vanessa;  |'m  Too  Fat  to  Look  After  My 
Kids  (I)  (4385029)  330  News  (T) 
(8412687)  335  Regional  News 
(9862128) 

330  Potamus  Park  (2334297)  240  Wizadora 
(8473839)  330  Kipper  (8462723)  430 
The  Sylvester  and  Tweety  Mysteries 
(7929742)  4.15  JumanJ  (3506181)  440 
Out  of  Sight  (3045164) 

5.10  A  Country  Practice  (9569013) 

530  ITN  Early  Evening  News  (T)  and 
weather  (571487) 

6lOO  Home  and  Away  (459094) 

&25  Regional  Weather  (798520) 

630  Regional  Nows  (418487) 

630  World  Cup  '96  Draw  (223926) 

7.00  Emmerdaie  Turner  and  Tony  lake  a  day 
out  at  the  races  (T)  (4926) 

730 WALES:  Wales  This  Week  (891) 

730 The  Big  Story  (891) 

8.00 The  Bilk  Hot  Plastic  During  a  raid.  Ciyer 
is  scalded,  Skase  is  injured  and  the  target 
escapes  (7)  (7966) 

.  830  Dover  Documentary  series  that  goes 
behind  the  scenes  at  the  port  oi  Dover  (T) 
(2181) 


A  dfrougMhit  Pennine  river  (?35pm) 

9-25  BH|  Scare  Stories:  Scorching 
BBlih#  Earth  Is  there  reaSJy  a 
.  (yeenhouse  effect?  (I)  (452907) 

1Q_1 5  Expanding  Pictures  Performance  artists 
'  .John  Carson  and  Donna  Rutherford 

•  coflaborate  wfth  ifirector  Deborah  May  (T) 
(850013) 

1038 Video  Marion  Shorts  (462487) 
1030Newsnfgbt(T)  (563433) 

11.15  Late  Review  (898891) 

12.00  The  AfidnlghtHour  (81292) 

1230am  Learning  Zone:  Edwbia  Currie 
(7021673)  1240  Leaders  and  Dictators 

•  (6553S53)  130 Frederick  the  Great  and 
Sans  Souci  @8766)  200  Hospitality  and 
Catering  (32747)  4.00  Teaching  Film  and 
Media  (92389)  530  Teacher  Training: 
Inside  Europe  (39414)  530  Windows  on 
the  World  (82921) 


Gary  McDonald  stare  (930pm) 

9.00  Bgjgfl Thtef  T*kers:  After  the 
Gokfrush  A  massive  raid  on  a 
gold  bullion  warehouse  leads  the  squad 
to  investigate  the  Jinks  between  an  armed 
robber  and  an  Asian  stripper  (T)  (5907) 
1030  News  st  Ten  (T)  and  weather  (78704) 
1030  Regional  News  (537159) 

1030  Fortress  (1992)  with  Christopher 

m  Lambert  and  Loryn  LockDn.  A  sci-fi  prison 
fBm  set  in  a  fascist  future  United  Stales. 
Dir  acted  by  Stuart  Gordon  (83530655) 
1235am  WALES:  The  Big  Story  (8631834) 
1235am  Movie  Show  Special  (8631834) 

1.00  The  LADS  (T)  (69143) 

130  Funny  Business  (75292) 

2.00  The  Loop  (r)  (90619) 

230 Late  and  Loud  (R)  (5757230) 

335  The  Good  Sax  Guide  Lata  (r)  (19961 43) 
430  Phenomena  (24259921) 

435  The  Time,  the  Place  (r)  (79381476) 
530 The  Pulse  (r)  (T)  (26940) 

530  News  (86747) 


CENTRAL 


As  KTV  West  except 
1235-135  A  Country  Practice  (5575433) 

5.10-5.40  Shortiand  Street  (9569013) 
539-6.00  Air  Watch  (171704) 

636630  Central  News  (544636) 
1235am  Sound  Bites  (6501740) 

1240  Funny  Business  (6025369) 

1.15  Planet  Mirth  (4827414) 

140  Rocfcmania  (6554698) 

240  God’s  Grit  (5122476) 

335  Lata  and  Loud  (6823292) 

430  Central  Jobflnder  ’97  (6869501) 
530  Asian  Eye  (4797037) 


As  HTV  West  except 
1230pm-123O  (Ruminations  (9686520) 
1235  Home  and  Away  (7684723) 
130-130  Emmerdaie  (56688556) 

5.10-540  Home  and  Away  (9569013) 
6.00-630  Westcountry  Live  (759984) 
1235am  Short  Story  Cfnema  (8631834) 


Aa  HTV  West  except 
130pm-230  The  Fashion  Police 

(68530623) 

5.10-5.40  Home  and  Away  (9569013) 

630  Meridian  Tonight  (541549) 

630-630  Rural  Rfdes  (468742) 

1235am  Alfred  Hitchcock  Presents 

(8631834) 

435  Beyond  Reason  (79381476) 

5.00  Freescreen  (26640) 


As  HTV  West  except 
12.19pm  Anglia  Air  Watch  (9605655) 
1235-135  The  Fashion  Polk*  (5575433) 

5.10-5.40  Shortiand  Street  (9569013) 

633  Angfla  Weather  (706549) 

635  Anglia  News  (553384) 

6*5-630  What's  On  (578988) 

1039  AngBa  Air  Watch  (386013) 

1235am  Tales  from  the  Crypt  (8631834) 

Starts;  730  The  Big  Breakfast  (32075) 

9.00  YsgoOon  (986162) 

1130  Powerhouse  (5128) 

1230  Sesame  Street  (75617) 

1230pm  RIcW  Lake  (74167) 

1 30  Slot  MeHhrin  (50754094) 

1.15  Wil  Cwac  Cwac  (50759549) 

130  Gardens  without  Borders  (17617520) 

1.45  Film:  The  October  Man  (91811907) 
330  Collector*’  Lot  (623) 

4.00  Hfteerrto-One  (520) 

430  Mover*  and  Shakers  (704) 

5.00  5  Pump  (2704) 

530  Countdown  (384) 

630  Newydrflon  (828100) 

6.10  Heno  (164758) 

730  Pobol  y  Cwm  (196433) 

735  Penbtwydd  Hapua  (701758) 

630  OS  Byw  Ac  tech  (8988} 

830  Hewydsflon  (2033) 

930  Hefiwr  (9100) 

11 30  Pommies  (52839) 

12.00  Dispatches  (1907650) 

12.45  Secret  Lives:  Margot  Fonteyn  (6296501 
135-2.15  Natural  Born  Healers  (85650) 


535am  Sesame  Street  (37617)  7.00  The  Big 
Breakfast  (32075) 

9.00  Schools:  History  in  Action  (43378391 
930  Geographical  Eye  Over  Britain  (T) 
(4317075)  9-40  The  Maths  Programme 
(T)  (1952742)  10.00  Middle  English  (T) 
(9488704)  10.15  Le  Petit  Monde  de 
Pierre  (9401655)  10.30  Scientiflc  Eye  (T) 
(6537433)  1030  Film  and  Video 
•  Showcase  3  (6557297)  11.10  The 
Spanish  Programme  (9844452) 

1130  Powerhouse  (T)  (5128)  1230  Sesame 
Street  (75617)  1230pm  Light  Lunch 
(65425)  130  Upstairs  Downstairs 
Animation  (86564471) 

135  Gigot  (1962).  with  Jackie  Gleason. 

M  Katherine  Kath  and  Jean  Lelebvre. 
Comedy  drama  about  a  caretaker  who 
unwittingly  invites  a  prostitute  and  her 
daughter  to  stay.  Directed  by  Gene  Kelly 
(T)  (36900162) 

330 Collectors’  Lot  (T)  (623)  430  Fifteen-to- 
One  (T)  (520)  430  Countdown  (T) 
(2873891)  435  Ricki  Lake  (T)  (5269677) 
530  Pet  Rescue  (T)  (384) 

6.00  Boy  Meats  Work!  Rrtes-of-passage 
comedy.  Corey.  Shawn  and  Topanga 
become  celebrities  after  appearing  on  a 
quiz  show  (T)  (457636) 

635  Fresh  Pop  (796162) 

630  Hoiiyoaks  Dawn  agrees  to  continue  her 
treatment  it  Jambo  goes  on  tour  (T>  (549) 
7.00  Channel  4  News  (T)  (478432) 

730 Writing  About  Art  (617638) 

8.00  Natural  Bom  Healers  The  series  on 
complementary  treatments  this  week 
focuses  on  homoeopathy  (4/6)  (8988) 

8.30  United  Tastes  of  America  Dorinda 
Hatner  volts  Wisconsin  where  she  (easts 
on  dishes  made  tram  local  venison, 
berries,  maple  syrup  and  wild  rice  (6/8) 
(D(2033) 

9.00  Dispatches  The  appalling  atrocities  of 
Algeria's  hidden  war  (T)  (444988) 

9.45  Lloyds  Bank  Film  Challenge:  Family 
Ties  written  by  17-year-old  Kathryn 
Pugs  ley.  A  girt  rebuilds  her  life  1 8  months 
after  her  mother's  death  (4/5)  (T) 
(874433) 


CHANNEL  5  ON  SATELLITE 
Channel  5  is  now  broadcasting  on 
transponder  No  63  on  the  Astra  Sat  si  rite. 
Viewers  with  a  Videocrypt  decoder  win 
be  abte  to  receive  the  channel  free  ol 
charge.  Frequencies  lor  transponder  No 
63  are  picture:  1032075  GHz;  sound; 
7.02  and  730  MHz 

6.00am  5  News  Early  (4727487) 

730  Milkshake!  (7934346)  735  Kablam! 

(9526839)  830  Havakazoo  (r)  (9805033) 
830  Wide  World  ReCgion  and  society  m 
Victorian  Bristol  (5/10)  (4787654] 

930  Espresso  (7498839)  10.00  Exclusive  |r) 
(4853278)  1030  Instant  Gardens  (r) 
(1801618) 

11.00  Leeza  American  chat  show  (3765100) 
1130  Double  Espresso  (90321471) 
12.00  The  Bold  and  the  Beautiful  (T) 
(6655510)  1230pm  Family  Attars  (r)  (T) 
(1954636) 

1.005  News  Update  (88296926)  1.05  Sunset 
Beach  (T)  (4610758) 

2.00  Fifth  Avenue  Girt  (1939.  b/w)  starring 

M  Ginger  Rogers  and  Watter  Connelly.  A 
comedy  about  a  penniless  young  woman 
who  meets  a  millionaire  in  Central  Park 
and  scandalises  his  family  by  moving  in 
with  him  as  his  personal  assistant. 
Directed  by  Gregory  LaCava 
330  Live  Football  From  Marseilles,  the 
international  friendly  between  Europe  and 
the  Rest  of  the  World  (18477758) 

6.00 100  Per  Cent  Game  show  without  a  host 
(4100013) 

630  Family  Affairs  Angus  pops  the  question 
while  Chris  is  angry  al  Annie  (7) 
(4191365) 

7.00  Exclusive  Showbiz  news  from  Julia 
Bradbury  and  John  Kearns  (5569278) 
730 Animal  Outposts:  Winter  at  the 
Crossroads  The  animals  that  survive  the 
brutal  winters  of  Iran's  mountain  country 
U)  (4197549) 


Vicky  and  Bob  Godfrey  (1 0.00pm) 

Pommfes  Series  on  British 
ex-pats'  fives  Down  Under 
(2/3)  (4051623) 

11.05  Babylon  5  Sheridan  shocks  Earth  with 
some  astounding  tactical  manoeuvres  (T) 
(663128) 

1230  Dope  Sheet  Animation  magazine 
(76360) 

1230am  Black  Trax  A  collection  of  animated 
shorts  exploring  black  music  and  culture 
(90688) 

230  Keep  ft  Real  (r)  (6820853)  240  Gospel 
Posse  (r)  (6817389)  235  The  Cuban 
Exdudatles  (r)  (5765259)  335  EZ  Street 
(r)  (9091 1 43)4.45  Trie  American  Football 
Big  Match  (r)  (900037) 


SF'.v:-7- * 
% 

Presenter  Geoff  Day  (8.00pm) 

8.00  Was  It  Good  for  You?  Travel  series 
(5578926) 

830  5  News  (T)  (5557433) 

9.00  PCU  (1994)  starring  Jeremy  Prven  and 

m  Chris  Young.  American  college  comedy 
directed  by  Hal  Bochner  (4905471) 

10.30  Bring  Me  the  Head  of  Light 
Entertainment  Comedy  game  show  (r) 
(2182167) 

11.00  The  Jack  Docherty  Show  Chat  and 
comedy  (5449758) 

11.45  Live  and  Dangerous  Includes  full 
coverage  ot  a  recent  match  from  the 
Brazilian  National  Football  League 
(86710704) 

435am  The  Streets  of  San  Framdsco  With 
Kart  Malden  and  Michael  Douglas  (T) 
(5272501) 

530 100  Per  Cent  (r)  (7446476) 


SATELLITE  AND  CABLE 


•  For  further  Bstings  see 
Saturday’s  Vision 

SKY  1  _ ■ 

■Jidw  prxxn^  are  H»ei 

iwpinj  10.00  Avftne*  World  (73346)  1L00 
Days  c*  Our  Lrv»  (86S1W  12M 
Wnhoy  (65568)  1.00pm 
ZOO  Sally  JesY  Rapnad  (59278)  u» 
Jcrnny  JC«S  (7B74a  4 M  OputfiWW^ 
r«S«J  SXXJ  5l3fTr^  Voysew^^)  600 
TteLWS  £Jto*  taaea  SjP 
Oudfsn  ;B4C7)  TOO  The  SQWW 

4,  (55<33)8J0  wad  AI»47o«  {60297)1000 

•  er  awsa  iioo 

•  (740751  12.00  larc  Snow 
UXwrmaP  (77KWI 

Mg.*!!  i2C6S3>  2.00  Long  (M2C2303 

SKV  BOX  OFFICE  ^ _ 1 — 

F.-yh  'lirr,  PBf  wweng 

Sf-f  BOX  Q&K-E  i  asansoondar  26J 

The  W«  GOO****  £«*> 

eox  2  /TransfWttta  6C) 

Ctuk  rUTftnn  (1996) 

Courage  Und«  RrartflQg) _ ^ 

•  Eu>'  2  fTrar^parOer  5® 

tOctari  CoOtn*  (1996) 

airy  MQVjES  SCREEN  1 

£2,  'SSL  (««) 

tZ16tm  LmJ  <4  «fW  DOg®*1 

ilS  Pragw  ft*68* 

m  SjSTfSrilTsSMto  w 

fO.45  T» 

Dood  ft* 9S)  iriMIJij)  IMS** 

LHo  SMB  C1«»6> 

«  W4m  Wwriora  (Itefl  <0° 

li1  WgiBy  ftpWW 

SKY  MOVIES  SC«gg«  2  ^ 

mmws  fiw  &*"*.** 


White  and  lha  Dm  SteogM  (1901) 
IB549)  &00  Hmiymt  (1865) 

(52356051)  *JOO  «■»  Dwpmi*  Chote» 
(1996)  (16G0S)  tObCS  Brafean  Arrow 
(IMS)  (354758)  12LOO  llteUM  (199S) 
(yn«Qia6te»  Track*  0*«1OternW51 

(403582)  3.15  Stows  of  NteVYCft  (MS» 
(18553018)  5L20  Jo*  al  Hi*  Kingdom  of 
Ant*  (tSTS)  (BB43327) 

•  SKY  MOVIES  GOLD 

AdOOpm  SMh 

RvoDoy*OnoS4»am«rp982)  (43811OT 
AdOfkly  and  Momter  Arasdd  ffgg 
(*383067)  16L66  Tlte  kray* 
(82ffi27^  12JM  Ladjr  In  Comortf  (196q 
(727BB«t  iaS«B  Tlw  WVWmWte’*  My 
W>— rrn  p967)  (7136105)  M5AM- 
.  dfcrt  Story  f1984)  (4667312)  ASS  Ckw 

tut _ .  ; 

ROOpm  Dinner  «  BgM  P»W) 
(58373SS1)  11.00  tonic  and  OW  Uto* 
(7944)  02826397)  1  J»«n  Tb*  Gazabo 
:  (1998)  (32B77B21J  3J30  Dinner  a*  BgM 
(SS69)  fB02B03EQ  6JOO  don 

SKY  SPORTS  1 

7j00am  Sports  Cartre  (J6Q2S)  7J0W^ 
*vj  &BS&  *30  Sport*  Certre  (20025) 
OM  Ra am  Nava  £30181]  Mo  608:  Sq 
Cty-Ure  £3500100)  ZJOpm  FootosB 
Sperief  (3*»5a  4J60lfinore  Powerboats 
(93841  5 no  weafoe  (7487)  &00  Spore 
esnw  (7549)  «3»  Laague  Iteww  (4029) 
7iXJ  Got  s*r  a*  (T48W0J  MLOO  Spore 
:  Certre  (2334 6)  1fc»  Wngside  £37054) 
tltiO  Pdol  £28549)  1U0  Sporrs  Cotte 
(76308}  -tZJOam  Rugby  CUj  (3849^  1 30 
Gaft  Sin  Oy  5345871)  430  Spore  Csrtr* 
(22740}  5.00  Oqm 

gCY  SPORTS  2  _ 

TJX**  Asrobics  (90977423  7 JO  Spot* 

Catn  (9083543)  tM 

(5319704)  *30  FSh-TV  (10836181  930 

FoaSaS  B9)  -1130 

'437S0S7)  124»  todbc*  £5612831) 

i230pai  Pool  [1948181)130  Pio^di 

SoaV  11949810)  230  Cridwr  (453654^ 

UB  hxo&  LW0»  n«*w  porara) 

ftflD  Ronabaw  and  Jefth  Wodd  t61W^ 

C^WMatSafhg(60a6181)7J0Spore 

Cow  £S40fi63«  T30 

;*0QS9a«  G30  Cocte  fBMOfia  7130 

trtxfjas  £4114839]  l230raPWBtta 

Stfjewo  warm  (1271259) 

LMOte  toww  (90TO6B)  1JO  Sports 
Ck&t  £4179766) 


SKY SPORTS  3  _ 

12.00pm  WresOng  ^1739100)  14»  Fteh 
TV  (31715520)  200  SporBafc  (42736461) 
230  The  Garden  Aqb  at  Motor  Raring 
(65052655)  330  Sport  USA  (121142781 
530  W&Cartng  (24736641)  530  Pori 
(24800636)  .630  Bari  and  Worst 
(28078568)  730  TigW  Lines  (560637W) 
030  Spartsh  Wmera  Uga  @6083568) 
1030  0c Hot  Charlton's  Foribafl  Scrap- 
Dook  (681 7263N 1130  Ctow 
EUROSPORT _ ' 

730m  VteHd  Cup  Dream  Team  (1.7704) 
030  W Odd  Cup  '&4  (88701)  1030  WorW 
Cup  Legends  (13968)  1130  World  Cup 
QaeMen  £0563)  130jw»  Wortd  Cup 
Legends  (6031 0)  230  World  Cup  Spe- 
cial  — Breed  (52520)  330  WorU  Cup 
DreamTaam  (5075)330  FooBaafl'-Guapav 
past  ri  tte  Wortd— Ue  (62817)  *30 
World  Cup  '98  Draw— Lao  (73100)  7M 
Seing;  Wonw'a  W odd  Cup  Owrtd 
(24433)  MO  Poribaltr  Europe  v  Bea  ri  Ihe 
World  (44297)  IftOO  World  C»4>  Special 
H3704)  1130  Worid  Cup  Legesirii  (14617} 
1230  WOrid  Cup  Dream  Team  (61478) 

UK  GOLD _ 

730am  Worzri  Ctfntndge  (4724723)  7 M 
NeUijoura  (4517988)  6.00  Crossroads 

(2882297)  8l25  Eaa&dere  (SZ22162)  930 

BJ  (5421 520)  230  Howards'  Way 
©731162)  laoo  Bless  This  House 
(18097231  1030  The  Sufivans  (84277WJ 
1130  Boon  1230  Crossroads 

t.<w;nw»?a  Netthbours  (46511742) 

SfiB  EaSJEndBTC  (2442452)  130»Ce*H 
[4637471)  210  No  Race  Iks  Home 
1^070131  250  ls«  ot  ««  Summer  WW 
(9773704)  330  The  BA  (32DQ568)  430 
juiet  Bram  (^0323K)  535  BctEnderfl 
(1596655)  MO  Fi*  House  (4057020)  035 
ThaTa  Stvmbusness  (168616«)  T30  ua 
ri  OB  Srinmar  Who  (9471033)  7j4S  No 
puce  1*0  Home  (B373630)  B30  Citteen 
am#,  (8&43K1)  030  The  SS  (122361T 
930  SteS  ©7039891)  1035  Wan  bum 
Airtte  (3e52ES)  «-«  Jack  pea 
CB39365)  1130  Three  of  a  Kind  ©19927® 
1235MB  FILM:  FM  JudQMMat  (1968) 
m  45256)  2D0  fcSana  VfcD  (3181124) 
StoppnB  P47568725 
GRANADA  PLUS  _ 

GLOOsm  Tha  Bore  (B431278)  730  Corone- 
««,  SI  (6848432)  730  fanSes  (5867568) 
(6S54487)  9.00  Wfthn 
These  Wtfb  (449675S)  1030  Dcnefwr 


mw 


Martin  and  Gary  Kamp  in  The  Ahty9(Sky  Movies  Gold,  lODOpm) 


(6856452)  1130  Hart  to  tart  (6843988) 
1230  Coronation  9  (8289810)  123Dpn 
PamOsa  (2753365)  130  On  the  Suss 
(6847704)  130 PfearaSirt  (2758636) 230 
ThB  Good  Guys  (7362026)  230  Donahue 
(75Qg6^  430  Mo3tan-.  krpossSXe 
{7575075}  ELOD  Hawrif  Five-0  (3343181) 
OflOFamCa  (7816742)  630 Coronown  5t 
(7807004)  730  S find  Dale  (3931425)  830 
Han  ID  Han  (7638033)  930  Coronafcn  SI 
(7877487)  930  Hrie  and  Pace  (2842029) 
1030HawaiFwO14381966)1130CtoS8 

CARLTON  SELECT  (gable) 

ROOjmiGrfctoch  (48330425)530  Hey  Dad 
n  (28062907)  BXMBtektxrisre  (280S252C9 
&30  A  Counsy  Prariiee  (20076100)  730 
My  Too  Wmk  {22986880)  730  Ratadw 
Stranpers  ^8072384]  830  DeanwncfB 
(71887177)  830  Ito  After  Orth  01481574) 
9.00  Boon  ^60675333  1030  Prior  pro 
(56077907)  1130  &  Ekaitora  (84793084) 
1230  Doctor  Down  Unbar  (B31233SQ) 
1230kd  Tales  .  ri  tha  un@epec(ed 
[54445476)130  Ctosn 

DISNEY  CHANNEL 

630am  UmriefoTtva  &3Q  Rorie  and  Jm 
MB  Wirria  die  Poch  730  Atotot  The 
Senos  730  Tex  tory&OO  Dnosauro  *30 


Banter*  030  Gum  Ben  930  Cn*>  W 
Dale  {64560291  935  Mouse  and  Mole 
10.00  Sesame  St  1130  Wmie  the  Pooh 
11.15  Hose  and  Jim  1135  Sing  Me  a  Story 
1230  Tom  TV  1230pm  B's  Fun  10  Lean 
Spa  1235  Wrt*  ttw  POOh  130 
Sesare  Si  230  Amacinp  fifatnek  230 
Grin*  Ben  3.00  Tale  Sp<n  330  Goal 
Troop  430  Tmon  end  Pimbaa  430 
Aladcfri-  The  Series  530  Gargaytas  530 
Orosaus  030  Blossom  B30  Boy  Meets 
Work!  730  Home  in^nwBrart  730 
Wonder  Years  830  RUfe  lb*  Santa 

C3teti  830  Home  Improvement 

FOX  KIDS  NETWORK 

830nm  Defy  830  B»y  IhB  Cri  730 
Plnoochk>  730  Power  Rangers  Zeo  830 
DaedBijorgs 830 Merited  RCer830 Magic 
Bat  930  Dudey  1030  Inspecsr  Gadget 
1030  Pizza  Cgts  1130  Sweet  Vafay  High 
1230  Pcs  Ventura  1230pm  Casper  130 
Trek  130  Iron  Man 230  FantaaM  Four  230 
Power  R«ig«B  Zao  330  Beetfeborgs  330 
Masted  Met  430  Ac*  Vridua  430 
r  530  Tick  530  X  Men  530 
Spiderman  530  Sweet  Vatey  rtgh 


630am  Happ4y  Wer  530  Bobby's 


World  730  Sptrou 730  Denros.  Die  Menace 
830  Batman  830  Bremen  930  Earthworm 
Jen  930  Romuald  die  Ratoaer  1030 
Oscar’s  Orchestra  1030  Rash  Gordon 
1130  tznogoud  1130  Geartor  1230 
SpPOL  1230pm  Sonic  130  Batmen  130 
AJ*a  Time  Tarveners  230  torogoud  230 
Rash  Gordon  330  Sonic  330  Earthworm 
Jim  430  Demis  iha  Menace  430  Bavnan 

CARTOON  NETWORK 

Al  your  favourae  cartoons  Otoadoasr  from 
530am  to  930pm,  sewn  days  a  week 

NICKELODEON _ 

630am  K9ar  Tomatoes  530  Aaahhl  Real 
Monsters  730  Hey  Arnold1  730  RugraS 
200  Doug  830  Meverending  Story  930 
CS8C  IOlOO  WmzjB's  House  1030  Baber 
1130  Magic  School  Bus  1130  Bananas  in 
Pyjamas  1230  PadAigton  Bear  etc 
1230pm  L®»  Red  Tratra  etc  130  Dr 
Seuss  130  Lnto  Bear  Stories  200  Anmel 
Shew  230  CB8C  330  RoctolDoug  4.  DO 
Angry  Beavers  430  Rugrats  530  Sisler 
Ss» 530  Kenan  and  Kri  530  Satirra  Ihe 
Teenage  Witch  630  Moesha 730  Close 

TROUBLE  _ 

1200pm  Swan's  Crossng  1230  Ready  or 
Not  130  Madtoon  130  Cabornte  Dreams 
230  Sated  by  ffw  Be*  230  Swan's 
Crossing 330 9-2-5 330 Ready  «  Not  430 
Saved  by  the  BeC  430  USA  High  530 
Hsngame  S30  CaiSoma  Drearr*  930  TX 
Sfc  630  Madtoon  730  Hangtime  730  USA 
H^i830Cfc» 

CHALLENGE  TV _ 

530pm  Cross  Was  530  Mora  on  Up  6.00 
Famiy  Fortunes  830  Carchpriase  7.1S 
The  $64,000  QjesiKn  830  SpW  Second 
830 Karaote  ChaSang*  0.15  WSnnar  Tates 
AH  1030  Tnaasure  Hurt  11.15  Karaoha 
crenange  1230  Say  the  Word  1230am 
H»  2)  Haft  130  The  Big  VaSev  230 
Notional  Geographic  Explcrer  330  Whom  1 
Dm  430  Jeuc  Sans  Frontiers  5.00 
Screenshop  630  Cbae 

BRAVO _ 

830pm  The  Maam  (4270075)  930  Tour 
ri  Duty  (4290639)  1030  Red  Shoe  Diaries 
(538E384)  1045  FIUI:  Rabid  (1677) 
(SB7471)  1245BT0U  ol  Driy  tieaffiW) 
146  Red  Shoe  Dunns  (5785853)  230 
FJUfc  Rabid  (1977)  65229650)  430  The 
Mas  0008691)  530  Sunk?  and  Hisch 
(4897853) 


PARAMOUNT  COMEDY 

730pm  Grace  Under  Fire  (6758)  730 
Rcseame  (8 655)  830  Eton  (9278 1  830 
CyriK  (10131 930  Cheers  (3J0791 930  TaM 
(E£3ffi|  1030  Raaer  (26988)  1030  Kerry 
Everetl  (358361  1130  Festival  ol  Fun 
(845741  1130  Ellen  (905491  1230 
Rcseame  (67850)  1230am  N^pvstend 
(51501)  130  Soap  (9)389)  130  Taxi 
(30766)  230  Festival  ol  Fur  (52S63I  230 
Grace  Under  Fire  (71698)  330  Frasier 
[72263)  330  Kenry  Everett  (556SO) 

THE  SCI-FI  CHANNEL 

830pm  Srgmngs  (3302094}  930  FILM: 
TM  nmamg  Man  (1967)  (3305181) 
11.00  Fnday  (ha  13th  (6614839)  1230 
Sightings  (25387681  130am  The  Tw*gM 
Zone  (0985501)130  Tate  ri  the  Uraaped- 
ad  P7972111  200  Dad,  Shadorvs 

(78105821  230  New  Alfred  Hffchcoc* 
(7805389)  3.00  Friday  ihe  13tfi  (9807921) 

HOME  &  LEISURE _ 

630am  Joy  ri  Parting  930  Garden  Oub 
1030  Garden  Party  1030  New  Yortee 
Wotfchop  11.00  Andy  Angling  Advenures 
1130  Homeume  1200  The  Droman 
1230pm  This  CM  Hews©  130  tan  Can 
Coric  130  Restnalton  Game 200 FrirotuTO 
Guys  230  Aroques  Trad  330  Two's 
Country  330  Home  Again  430  Close 

DISCOVERY _ 

430pm  Tha  Dresman  (3287617)  430 
Roadshow  (3389029)  530  Anew*  Wamora 
(8507487)  530  Beyond  2000  13290181) 
63 0  Troubled  Waters  (975833*)  730 
Mystenous  World  (0414723)  730  Disaster 
(3380753)  BOO  Horse  Whisperer  (4283548) 
9.00  Top  M  aquas  (1327487)  B30  Wonders 
ri  Weather  (07533B4)  1030  Heart  Surgeon 
(4299100)  1130  Madcri  Drifrdrves 

1)226704]  1200  The  Drcsnan  (76725631 
1230801  Roadshow  (7283143)  130 
Disaster  (9538330)  130  Beyond  2000 
(0275747)  230  Odss 

NATIONAL  GEOGRAPHIC 

830pm  Amarcan  Tnckster  (8152549]  930 
strien  Rlya  (8165013)  1030  Mveunet 
Underground  (8168700)  1130  Crowhriina 
Cur  team  (5482520)  1200  The  Created 
FfrgK  (20275981 130am  Goss 

TRAVEL  (cable) _ 

12X0pm  EadA  Mfaeta  Wes  130  No  Truckin' 
Hobday  130  On  the  Horizon  200  WoncJ- 


wnde  Gmde  230  Rawaurs  ri  France  330 
Ocean  World  330  Inroaem  Abroad  430 
Reel  WriU 430 Oi  Tour 530  Gong  Places 
630  Raiwsy  Advemues  Across  Europe 
630  Dorrwites  Ptttet  730  Best  or  Travel 
Lvb  1097  8.00  Cities  ri  the  WwW  030 
People  and  Pisces  ri  Africa  930  Swiss 
Rattray  Jourreys  1030  Ffrgnts  Over  Spar 
1030  Aspect,  at  Lite  1130  Ridge  Riders 
1130  Sports  Safaris 

THE  HISTORY  CHANNEL 

430pm  The  Road  to  Many  (277 16181 5.00 
Modem  Marvels  (£49£S10)  6.00  Anoan! 
Mystene*  (7664487)  730  BUyyaphy  Sid¬ 
ney  Pater  (2974075)  8.00  Close 

CARLTON  FOOD  (cable) 

1200pm  Food  NetworX  Deflv  1230  French 
Lunch  130  Food  lot  Thcugrt  130  ideal 
Home  Cooks. 230  Mndula's  Indian  Kitchen 
230  Food  Network  Daly  330  The  Reelau- 
reni  Show  330  Graham  K«Fs  KBchen  430 
Ftot>  the  Ground  Up  430  Ross's  Ferric 
AfSlgrvneR  530  Close 

LIVING _ 

530am  Tiny  Living  830  Why  Me7  930  The 
Gordon  EJkotl  She*  10.10  Jerry  Springer 
1130  The  Young  and  8*  Restless  1135 
Brooksroa  1226pm  Jwnmy  5 1265  Cheap 
Crsc  1.2S  Reedy,  Steady.  Cook  235  Hart  10 
Hart  330  Live  at  Three  4.05  Jerry  Sponger 
530  Rotonda  250  Cheap  Che  630  Fteady. 
Steady.  Cot*  730  Rescue  911  730 
Mynetes.  Mags  and  Miracles  930  Mren- 
aJte  Junkies  930  FILM:  Runaway  Fatter 
1130  S«  Ufa  Dtmn  Under  1200  Ctee 

ZEE  TV _ 

630ten  Dhoop  Chaon  7.00  Jaagran  730 
Bwrinaea  930  2EE  Suateeu  Nans  8.15 
ZEE  Music  830  Roahat  9.00  Cnar  Rasta 
930  Aap  X)  Farmateh  IOlOO  Kariichay 
Dhegey  1130  Pu  Luck  1130  Mas)  Mari 
Hsu  2ndagi  1200  Dastoan  1200pm 
Raehet  1 30  FILM 430  Top  10 530  Eh  4ur 
Minute  530  h  a  Jdfy  630  Hum  Paancft 
630  Hey  Ha  Ho  7.00  Panchayal  730 
Cnema^c  830  News  830  Andaz  930 
Bari  Ban  Jays  930  Hasraien  1030  TEA 
1030  Men  Mare  1130  Shotgun  Show 
1 130  Honor  Show 

MTV _ _ 

The  34  hou- muaic  ehMMl 
VH-T _ 

The  Tkteo  ntta  channel 
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JOHN  BRYANT  48 


The  mysterious  case 
of  the  missing 
women  coaches 


FOOTBALL  49 


Harford  ready  to 
answer  call  from 
Queens  Park  Rangers 
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England’s  outlook  remains  deeply  black 


By  David  Hands 
Rugby  correspondent 

ENGLAND'S  voyage  of  discovery 
has  hit  some  storms  during  this 
gutumn  of  frantic  international 
fixtures  and  yesterday,  with  the 
menace  of  New  Zealand  on  the 
honzon  once  more,  they  suffered 
further  holes  below  the  waterline. 
Self-inflicted  injuries  added  suffi¬ 
ciently  to  their  doubts  over  person¬ 
nel-  to  the  extent  that  the 
management  could  not  name  a 
team  for  the  meeting  with  the  All 
Blacks  at  Twickenham  on 
Saturday. 

Already  the  past  month  has 
brought  defeats  by  New  Zealand 
and  South  Africa,  after  the  drawn 


game  with  Australia,  and  far  the 
second  week  running  England 
have  lost  a  player  through  their 
own  exertions;  last  week  it  was  Phil 
de  GlanviUe  with  a  damaged  ankle, 
this  week  it  is  the  man-  who 
replaced  him  against  South  Africa, 
Nick  Greenstodc  The  Wasps 
centre  dislocated  his  shoulder  dur¬ 
ing  training  on  Tuesday  and  will  be 
out  for  six  weeks. 

The  team  management  will  ar¬ 
gue  that  (his  senes  is  precisely 
about  discovering  which  players 
can  cope,  physically  and  mentally, 
with  the  rigours  of  playing  the  bet 
countries  in  the  world:  they  appear 
to  have  concluded  that  neither  John 
Bendey  nor  Adedayo  Adebayo 
come  into  that  category,  since  berth 


wings  were  missing  tram  the  squad 
that  trained  at  Twickenham  and  it 
now  seems  possible  that  Austin 
Healey  could  start  a  match  for  the 
first  time  as  an  international  wing, 
rather  than  at  scrum  half,  where  he 
made  his  debut  last  season. 

Bentley  played  in  two  of  the  three 
internationals  for  the  British  Isles 
against  South  Africa,  and  for 
England  against  Australia,  during 
the  summer,  but  injury  delayed  his 
return  to  dub  action  with 
Newcastle.  His  preference  ahead  of 
Adebayo  against  South  Africa  last 
week  did  not  seem  firmly  rooted  in 
form  and  he  was  replaced  by 
Healey  during  the  last  quarter  the 
nearest  contender  outside  the 
squad  now  appears  to  be  Spencer 


Brown,  the  uncapped  Richmond 
wing. 

The  revised  squad  indodes  Tim 
Stimpson.  who  played  full-back 
against  the  All  Blades  for  the 
England  A  team  beaten  30-19  at 


Wainwrigbt  returns 
Brittle  threats _ 


Leicester  on  Tuesday  evening,  and 
Jos  BaxendeU,  the  Sale  centre 
brought  in  as  cover  if  De 
Glanville's  ankle  does  not  hold  up 
this  week.  The  only  genuine  wing  is 
David  Rees,  who  canplay  chi  either 
flank  —  and  this  in  an  area  where 
New  Zealand  are  notably  wefl  off. 


There  are  also  doubts  over  the 
potential  back  row:  Neil  Back,  the 
Leicester  flanker,  hurt  a  knee 
against  South  Africa  and  Chris 

Sheasby  —  a  replacement  far 
Richard  HOI  last  weekend  — 
bruised  ribs  but  there  is  far  more 
optimism  regarding  their  fitness. 
“This  is  the  culmination  of  four 
very  intense  Test  matches  and  you 
have  to  be  very  lucky  with  injuries, 
and  very  fit  to  come  through 
unscathed,”  Lawrence  Dallaglio, 
the  captain,  said. 

The  XV  will  be  named  today,  and 
the  appearance  of  De  GlanviUe  and 
Paul  Grayson  in  the  midfield  can 
be  taken  fin-  granted,  as  can  the 
return  of  Martin  Johnson  at  lock. 
There  may  be  some  consolation,' 


though,  that  New  Zealand  cannot 
be  sure  of  their  own  line-up  until 
their  medical  team  advises  them  on 
Craig  Dcwd^  fitness  the  loose- 
head  prop  has  a  damaged  ham¬ 
string  ami  -  is  unlikely  to  play, 
which  would  give  Mark  Allen  his 
opportunity. 

But  he  will  not  pack  down 
alongside  Sean  Fitzpatrick,  the 
most-capped  forward  in  rugby 
history.  Fitzpatrick,  who  has 
played  less  than  an  hour  on  this 
tour  because  of  his  knee  injury,  will 
not  lead  his  side  out  at  Twicken¬ 
ham  and  it  is  a  moot  point  whether, 
at  34,  the  hooker  will  extend  his 
record  of  92  caps.  Few  would  bet 
against  it.  but  he  will  be  particular¬ 
ly  grieved  to  miss  this  ,  game 


because  it  also  marks  the  100th  and 
last  appearance  in  tire  black  jersey 
of  Zinzan  Brooke. 

The  two  men  have  distinguished 
provincial  and  international  rugby 
for  a  decade  and  even  the  notori¬ 
ously  hard-bitten  Fitzpatrick 
admitted  that  “sentimental  rea¬ 
sons”  were  a  factor  in  his  hopes  to 
conclude  the  tour  on  a  high  note. 

NEW  ZEALAND:  C  U  Ctrim  (MartawatuJ;  J  W 
Wfeon  («aqo).  F  E  Bunco  (Marti  Hartxw).  W  K 
LUb  (North  Harbour).  J  T  Lomu  (Counties):  A  P 
Mahrtare  (CantotMyl,  J  W  kteshsU  (Caroertw 
caotaW:  C  W  Dowd  (Auckland)  or  M  R  ABen 
,  N  J  HowR  (SouWand).  O  M  Brawn 
I  O  Jane*  (Noth  Harbour).  R  W 

_  ,  sfctend),  T  C  Randal  (Otteoi.  J  A 

KroKald  (OtagO).  Z  V  Brooks  (AucUand) 
Raptaconwntx  S  J  Mdieod  (Wafcato).  C  J 


UOIMirnontNorm  Hartxxf).  C  CWachebnann 
or  C  K  Barrel  (Canterbury).  A  D 


Shearer  makes 
strides  towards 
global  conquest 

From  Oliver  Holt,  football  correspondent,  in  Marseilles 


KEVIN  COOMBS 


AT  A  hotel  overlooking  the 
point  on  the  dockside  where 
Popeye  Doyle  finally  gave  up 
the  chase,  Alan  Shearer  said 
yesterday  that  there  was  not 
an  element  of  doubt  in  his 
mind  that  when  die  finest 
national  teams  and  players 
converge  for  the  World  Cup 
here  next  summer,  he.  too.  will 
be  ready  to  make  the  French 
connection  England  are  pray¬ 
ing  for. 

The  speedy  progress  of  his 
recovery  had  been  widely 
speculated  upon,  but  on  die 
day  when  the  frenzy  of  excite1 
ment  surrounding  the  tourna¬ 
ment  next  summer  seemed  to 
begin  in  earnest,  when  the 
high  rollers  like  Joao 
Havelange,  the  Fifa  president, 
and  Sir  Bobby  Chariton  came 
to  town  to  grace  the  draw 
today,  it  was  comforting  to 
hear  it  from  the  horse’s 
mouth. 

He  spoke,  too,  of  his  dream 
of  emulating  the  men  whose 
goalscoring  feats  at  World 
Cup  finals  have  made  them 
sporting  icons,  men  such  as 
Paolo  Rossi,  Toto  Schillaci  and 
Gary  Lineker,  of  how  he  could 
leap  from  injury,  and  one  of 


the  lowest  moments  of  his 
career,  to  a  high  point  and 
another  burst  of  goalscoring 
in  the  199S  finals. 

Shearer,  die  top  scorer  in 
the  European  championship 
last  year,  the  captain  and  the 
talisman  whose  presence 
could  make  the  difference 
between  England  performing 
well  in  France  next  summer 
and  arriving  at  die  tourna¬ 
ment  with  a  realistic  chance  of 
winning  it,  said  that  his  reha¬ 
bilitation  after  the  serious 


Rob  Hughes _ 

Rovers  In  trouble 


ankle  injjuxy  dial  threatened 
his  career  was  progressing 
“extremely  well™. 

The  injury,  which  occurred 
when  his  foot  caught  in  the 
damp  Goodison  Park  turf  in 
August,  broke  bones  and 
snapped  ligaments  in  the  an¬ 
kle  but  Shearer  said  he  is  now 
running  at  threequarter  pace, 
hopes  to  start  twisting  and 
turning  soon  and  will  be 
kicking  a  ball  again  in  Janu¬ 
ary. 


□□□OB  DQ0 

□□□SOEEIEJE 

mm  h«m 

mmmm 

■ 

■  ■  ■ 

ammam 

■  mmmm 

m  m 

mmmm 

mmmmm 

■  ■ 

mmmm 

mmmm 

m 

mm  ■ 

mmmmm 

■■■  mmmm 

m  ■ 

mmmm 

mmmmm 

No  1268 

I  mi  S  BOOKSHOP 


ACROSS  DOWN 

1  Lyre-horned  antelope  (6)  2  I3C  Venetian.  Asian  travd- 

5  Volcanic  abrasive  (6)  fet  P.4) 

8  Lojyat  genuine  ffl  5  car?  ™ 

9  Mad:  cheese  biscuits  (8)  * 

tO  Compelled:  unMtnral  (6)  5  H.ghpomt  sounds  like  lap 

,2  6 

IS  SiWe-sac  off  Whitehall  7  C^rajXibkrpcrsoadogP) 

19  JI  Man  on  beat  Hayvoairt  art- 

“  R°nforit‘^CTerW  13  “"^tecn.p.T, 

j  '<  *■«**».« 

21  Elcc.  COTtfl  contract  (mxxsdrj  IS  Ac*  sileiuly  H) 

21  Etec.com.  con™  v-—  ^  Mraberprovidewjth 

_ weapon  (3) 

B  21  Cto*"°rSmteP)  - 

of aV  »  Stems  9  Thorny  lORjrid 
17AWW  18 Aurora 

2 Jilt  3 Rostrum  4 Schooner 
DOWN:  Ip««*ridge  ZJUt  !6Cagy 

6 Cask  7 Kindergarten  H  Implicit  istwannc 

19  Roam 


Beyond  that,  on  his  rolling 
scale  of  targets,  he  has  ear¬ 
marked  March  as  the  month 
for  his  FA  Carling  Premier¬ 
ship  return;  time  enough,  he 
said,  for  him  to  regain  match 
fitness  in  time  to  travel  with 
England  to  Spain  and  Portu¬ 
gal  for  their  final  preparations 
for  the  World  Cup  and  then  on 
to  France  and  the  chance  to 
establish  himself  as  the  deadli¬ 
est  striker  on  the  planet. 

As  Ronaldo,  the  precocious 
Brazilian  striker,  and  Gab¬ 
riele  Batistuta,  the  prolific 
Argentinian  who  plays  for 
Fiorentina.  arrived  here  yes¬ 
terday  in  readiness  for  the 
gala  match  in  the  Stade  Velo¬ 
drome  that  wOJ  precede  the 
draw  this  evening.  Shearer 
made  a  lightning  trip  to  the 
south  of  France  before  flying 
back  to  Newcastle  today  to 
resume  training. 

He  also  announced  that  he 
had  signed  a  lucrative  new  14- 
year  deal  with  Umbra,  the 
sportswear  manufacturers, 
but  more  than  anything  he 
wanted  to  make  it  plain  that 
his  consummate  self-belief 
had  not  dissipated  in  the 
attempt  to  recover  from  his 
injury. 

“I  have  got  no  doubts  in  ray 
mind  that  l  will  be  fit  for  the 
World  Cup,"  he  said.  “I 
cannot  guarantee  it  but  in  my 
mind,  foe  surgeon’s  mind  and 
the  mind  of  foe  physio,  there 
are  no  doubts. 

“1  was  a  bit  down  when  I 
first  had  the  injury  but  there 
were  cmly  about  two  months 
when  I  was  sitting  about  not 
able  to  do  anything  so  !  have 
just  taken  it  in  stages  and 
worked  towards  them.  First  of 
all,  I  could  not  wait  for  the 
plaster  to  come  off.  Then  I 
could  nor  wait  to  start  jogging, 
then  running,  then  sprinting, 
and  now  it  is  twisting  that  I 


Scots 

fear 

Brazil’s 

skills 

By  Kevin  McCarra 


ON  THE  day  of  a  World  Cop 
draw,  wishful  thinking  _  is 
added  to  a  manager’s  duties. 
A  stream  of  interviewers  de¬ 
mand  to  hear  foe  fears  and 
hopes  that  someone  such  as 
Craig  Brown  holds  for  his 
Scotland  side.  He  is  obliged  to 
answer  and,  once  he  takes  his 
seat  in  Marseilles  this  after¬ 
noon,  hisimnd,  in  any  case,  is 
bound  to  meander  into  the 
future  while  a  convoluted 
draw  slowly  takes  shape. 

The  person  who  sticks  on 
his  pen  and  draws  up  a  list  of 
ideal  opponents  does  tend  to 
resemble  a  child  scrawfmg  his 
letter  to  Santa  dans,  except 


having  Ms  wishes  met  are 
somewhat  poorer.  When 
Brown  assesses  the  possible 
adversaries  in  the  group  stage 
of  the  World  Cup,  the  real 
interest  lies  in  the  insight 
provided  into  his  feelings 
about  his  own  team. 

Some  of  the  concern*  he 
carries  today  are  common¬ 
place.  Most  of  his  counter¬ 
parts  will  agree  that  it  would 
be  good  to  avoid  Brazil  foe 
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Shearer  reflects  yesterday  on  his  timetable  for  recovery  from  the  injury  that  threatened  his  place  in  the  World  Cup 
am  aiming  aL  That  is  how  I  English  Football  Association’s  have  to  beat  foe  best  teams  P  "  “ 


have  got  through  it" 
Elsewhere,  during  a  frenetic 
days  activity  at  foe  Palais  de 
Congres  next  to  the  Stade 
Velodrome,  where  the  draw 
will  take  place.  Havetange 
hinted  that  South  Africa — not 
Germany  or  England  —  might 
be  favourites  to  stage  the  hotly 
contested  2006  World  Cup, 
and  Fifa  reacted  coolly  to  foe 


English  Football  Association's 
pleaS  for  a  larger  allocation  of 
tickets  for  England  games 
next  summer. 

As  for  the  draw,  the  last 
word  on  that  went  to  Shearer, 
too.  Unremittingly  positive  as 
ever,  he  shrugged  off  En¬ 
gland’s  failure  to  be  named 
among  the  top  seeds.  “I  don’t 
think  being  a  seed  matters.’’ 
he  said.  “You  are  going  to 


have  to  beat  foe  best  teams 
anyway.  You  might  as  well 
play  mem  in  foe  early  stages 
than  the  latter  stages.  What  we 
have  achieved  over  the  last -few 
years  teams  will  be  looking  at, 
and  saying  we  would  not 
fancy  playing  them.  People 
are  talking  about  whether  I 
will  be  back  or  not  but  they 
have  not  done  too  badly  with¬ 
out  me." 
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Tha  32  qnaffitets  for  the  WorMCi^wffi  be  d9vtd«d  Into  four  pot«.  The—  are:  Pot  jz  The  Saada  tatght 
tawiw).  Pata  Europe  (pin*  fawns).  Pot  3:  Africa  and  Central  Aroadca  (etfittimi).  Pot  4;  Soufli 
America  and  Asia  (mw  team*).  KRISnH  ISBMW'liSINffiS 

TODAY'S  DRAW  WHXffE  fNTrat^E  STAGES  .  ^  -  ™  WMVMM  MfUMiM 

SIMEONE:  Seeds  wffi  be  drawn  Into  eight  groups  JSjaand 

from  Ato  H.  Brazfljthe  hoWers,  wW  be  oHacatedCioup  1  SSarta,)  asE) 

A.  France,  the  hosts,  wffl  be  in  Group  C  j  Bn—  SL^ _  Ode 

STAQETWO:  A  draw  wUI  then  <Mtithinfne  the  order  In  Frnce  Seattle  C&wrooa  Pmirr-y 

which  the  remaining  pots  are  drawn.  Tpaln  •  gfitfan  Saotti  Africa  CotanHa 

SDUETHKeO)  IT  Europe  Is  drawn  before  South  JuSm*  CnfSta*-  '  '^trTTn  -  wL, 

America/Asia,  the  first  eight  European  taams  out  of  - *-  . 

tha  potwiB  be  placed  ingroup  odeHtom  Aid  H.  The  EgST*  2££^22£2 

ninth  EumpeantoBmwil  then  join  ttw  seven  teams  in  Romania'  p— aril - 

pot  four.  Amtrfa 

The  nWh  European  team  wffl  n®a  be  pteced  with  ■ 
efttim  Brazil  of  Argentina  (also  by  draw), 

so  that  no  group  contains  more  than  two  teams  from  Croatia,  rimaila 

(B)  If  South  America/ Asia  Is  brawn  before  ttie  Europe 
pot,  one  team  will  first  bo  drawn  from  Europe  and  .  ~  Roronia,  Bttffand,  wii.a,  lua  i 

aBocatad  id  either  the  Brazil  or  Ai^ndna  $oup.  l - : - : - 


BCST-CASC  SC£«ARtO 


Tap  ten  Iwai  eecb  gnmf'tMymMf  tor  haocfcnet 


ITakwMoK  BSC  2.  6pm.  Rue.  HY,  &50pm. , 
Radtac  RatSo  5  Uve,  from  4pm. 


World  Cup-holders.  Like  all 
ScotsttRo,  Brown  has  specific  - 
memories  that  leave  him  re¬ 
luctant  to  risk  a  return  to  that 
fixture.  To  be  precise^  Scot¬ 
land  did  actually  force  a  draw 

air  foe  1974  finals,  bat  still 
felled  to  get  beyond  foe  first 
round,  while  Brazil  were  suc¬ 
cessful  in  foe  other  two  Worid 
Cap  meetings. 

Indeed.  Brown  has  reasons 
for  hoping  nor  to  encounter' 
any  South  American  sides. 
First,  Scotland  have  never 
defeated  cane  in  foe  finals  of 
the  tournament,  even  contriv¬ 
ing  to  lose  to  Costa  Rica,  from 
Central  America,  in  1990. 
Second.  Scotland,  during  his 
time  in  charge,  have  become . 
adept  at  the  organised,  attri- 
tional  style  drat  can  be  so 
productive  in  Europe. 


They  reached  the  World 
Cup  finals  as  the  best  of  the 
runners-up  In  Europe;  but 
beat  Austria,  foe  winners  of 
the  group.  In  Glasgow  and 
drew  with  them  in  Vienna. 
The  flair  and  intuition -cus¬ 
tomarily  attributed  to  South 
American  rides,  mi  foe  other 
band,  are  not  just  figments  of 
stereotyping  and  Brown’s 
team  can  be  OJktt-ease  when 
asked  to  deal  with  them. 

The  manager  would  even 
be  content  if  Scotland  were 
compelled  to  face  England,  a 
possibility  that  still  exists 
since  one  of  those  countries 
could  be  moved  from  Pot 
Two.  which  they  currently 
share,  when  the  adjustments 
of  the  draw  take  ptace.  The  2-0 . 
defeat  at  Wembley  in  Euro  96 
stifl  rankles  wjfo  Brownl 


Pragmatism  also  leads  him 
to  view  a  game  wifolmglaxid 
more  favourably  than  some  of 
flic  other  possibilities.  He 
wtndd  prefer  to  steer  dear  of 
Romania,  whom  he  regards 
as  “foe  beri  team  in  Europe  at 

the  moment”. 

-Whatever  happens  next 
summer.  Scotland  have  at 
least  avoided  tme  indignity  in 
France  this  week.  It  had 
seemed  that  they  would  befoe 
only  one  of  the  32  finalists  not 
to  have  a  player  in  the  squads 
for  tins  afternoon's  game  be¬ 
tween  Europe  and  the  Rest  of . 
foe  Work! 

McAllister  is  injured  and 
Celtic  have  refused  to  release 
Darren  Jadcson.  The  vacancy, 
though,  has  now  been  filled 
by  Gordon  Durie,  the  Rang¬ 
ers  striker. 


